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NOTES HIERE AND THERE.

S OMIE o! the best newspapers in Canada have begun t0 go
mad on headings. The craze, in its incipient forms, fias

heen manufest during the pasl year or two. Insîead o! reserv-
ing large type for exceptional events, we get themn every day
now. The Uniti"à States-Spanish wvar excitement is responsible
for daily hysteria in Canadian papers and aIl sorts of eccentri-
cities in the setting and arrangemnrt of mralter.

Perhaps it looks foolish to place one's judgment in opposition
ta some o! thie brighitest news editors in the country, but I
cannaI help îhinking that the type.exaggerat ions not' disfigur-
ing the pages o! leadîng dailies are grotesque. These numerous,
wild.cyed headings confuse the reader. The wording is olten
a secondary consideration, so that the space is filled up. The
wvazte of valuable room is enormous. The public evince no
signs o! appreciation. The effort ta sensationalize the press is
ini the wrong direction. These are somne of the objections that
occur 10 one in connection with the outbreak o! the nen' disease.
Surely there is a recognized rule in the style o! headings and
arrangement o! news, and il is flot a mere malter of opinion.
If a paper has good ncws, intelligenîly arranged, sufficienîly dis-
played, with a well-writîen heading, the surplus energy left after
atîending ta the essentials should be devoted to gcîîing later
and better news than your rivaIs. But supposing the goal of
ambition becomes the presentation or' news in an eccenîric
iormn, where is îhe craze going o top ? A Newv York paper
used up thie whole front page wiîh headings recenîly. Anoîher
used up îwo columns' space with a heading of four words. Is that
enlerprise ? The English papeis are not models, because îhey
neither display their news properly, nor give il a good heading.
But the United States papers go to the other extreme, and both
extremes are bad. That, at least, is my humnole opinion.

A good leature with Canadian dailies of late is the cutting
down o! the House o! Commons reports. Once tipon a lime
the party organs used 10 wade lhroughi columns ai rubbish
simply bccause the politicians talked ir. %'Je are getting 10 know
tl~e politicians better and to appraise them at their truc value.
Th Ottawa Hansard wiIl soon become, as The Congressional
Record lias alruady become at Washington, the sol2 depository
of the aimiuss nonsense and vulgar abusm. in which tome poli
ticians indulge. The olhur day the House of Commons wvas
tlic scune of a dbun f whether ginger ale or beer formed the
staple at the midnighit suppers o! a iew members 1 Such
episodes bring parliamentiry bodies int coîutempt, and the press
can do good service iii cxposing the buffoons who aie chiefly
responsible.

The Canadian Prt:ss Associ.4tion has again endorsed a
special cable service for Canada. The cost will bc too great
say sorte. The prcsent servicc is certain!ly very cheap. It is
also wl in hsu witlî public opinion in the United States. As
it is specially cabled and pruliarud for the market, it seems right
ind propur that il should bc acceptable to the United States
papers. They have practicalîy no interest in : (i) The news of
the British possessions the worîd over; (2) thie institutions and
lugislation o! Greâl Britain ; (3) the party jpolitics o! England
and Scotiand ; (4~) the affairs of E urope as they bear upon the
inturesîs oi the British Empire. Only incidentally, flot systema-

tically, do we get news of this kind. But arc the Canadian
people interestcd ? WVell, just try them.

It appears that the women journablsts of London do flot
write legibly. At least, SQ the prootreaders say. It is also
charged that not five out of ten know how to spell "lecstasy."
These and other facts were raised at the recent dinner of the
London Association of Correctors of the Pres,. At this samie,
meeting some pretty good mistakes of the pr>ss were remeni-
bered. One of the best was a slip that horrified Dean Stanley.
He was wrlling of jerusalem, under the pedantic name of Jerus,
and this is how the passage turned out : ",We saw the setting
Sun gilding the landscape as we topped the summit, and our
eyes weîe met by the glorious sight of Jones." In Canada the
wornen journalists speil welI, especially adjectives. In tact, the
worst spellers I have known) on the Canadian press are men who
labored under the disadvantage of a university education.

If every copy of a newspaper is hienceforth to pay postage
the free list will be more closely scrutinized. The Iccal
exchanges, between papers in the samie zone, lI not be affecîed.
Some of the larger newspapers, like The Globe, Mail, Star, etc.,
the exchange lists of which are preîîy extensive, may be
expectud to curtail. The effect ail round can hardly fait to
diminish the number of exchange copies sent out.

Assuming this expectation to be correct, the question arises:
Witt the curtailment of the number of exchanges be a wholly
unmixed evil ? No one denies that it is convenient to have
exchanges, or that it is interesting to know what our contem-
poraries are saying. But the tact is that the freedom with which
newspapers exchange has led to a certain amount of personalitv
in editorial tone which should be avoided. Editors carry on
conîroversies, good.humored or ill.tempered, as the case may be,
with their contemporaries, and the public seize on editorial
quarrels as one proof that the press is i-responsible, vindicttve
and trivial.

I think the general tendency of editorial cArîtroversy with
other papers is bad. It injures the prestige of the press.
White badinage or abuse niay afford some amusement or exer-
cisc 10 the editors' wits, the practice becomes a nuisance. Il
the abolition oi the exchange lisîs would work a cure, I îhink
it would be cheap at the prîce. The ivay in which some
Canadian papers slander onc another now is perfectly sickening.

C.

TUE' DZ VER WAS DROWNED.

A few days ago something got under the head gales of the
witcr.power for the Canada Paper Co.'s mills, nt Windsor,
Que., so as to prevent thcm from closing the gales. A diver,
namcd William Gilkcr, was sent [rom Montreat, and wvent
down 10 locale the trouble. Aller being down about twenty
minutes without giving any signal, the men alîending the air
pumip became alarmed, and sent word to the superintendent of
the mill. Supt. I)ooley ait once wired to Montreal for another
diver. A special train was sent with four expericnced di zr,
but before lhey reachcd Windsor the body was discovcred and
taken out. It is tboughl he must have got [ast between the
raiters and head gales, thus rendering him unable to give the
signal to regulate the air, nor could he bc pulled out until 100

late.
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