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A LANCE FOR BYRON,

.0ne Hig, in charlty; thmudeous charge,
Where tho lie truth, should never have Leen

uttered ;
For doath had set life's prisuners at large,
And Time forgot what jealously had muttered;

Andour pure English homes must notbodrenched
Heedlessly thus with pestilential vapours,
That classic Byron's glory may be quenched
In vileness nitered throughthe postsand papers;

And fifty years had past; and all who know,
Sinners and sinned against, long since departed;

And nothing coulil be sure, as false or true,
About the gullty and the broken-hearted.

But—to traduce the dead, who may not speak,
Through wormetl-out confldenco of the dying,
And, h:?)l)', on tho inhocent to wreak
A wife’s rovenge, through author-craft
lytoge—

Domurely to conviet of horrld erine
(Impossiblo alike of proof or answer)

A Name till now a treasure for all time.
But just found out, forsooth, & meral cancer,—

in

To blacken his “sweet sister,” lohg in bliss
By calumnies incredible and hatefal—
0 treacherous *friend” of that falso ¢ wife.”—is

this .
A deed for which to thee the world 1s grateful ?

_No! we denounca theo: by that widow's bed
Thou sattest, meanly, pruriently prying,
Bribed by & scribbler’s fee to damn the dcad,
And blab tho slauderous scerets of the dying !

MARTIN F, TUPPER,

THE #EVOLT

. OF THE
British American Colonies,
1764-84.

—

Cuarter XXI.

The preceding narrative will prove what
has already been asserted that l1lowe
was not & General, nd the same remark
will apply to Washington—both men Leing
judged by the scientific and practical laws of
warfare—the professional student will
casily perceivo tho constant succession of
errors into which both unhesitatingly plung:
cd, with this difference that Washingion s
alacrity in part atoned for his mistakes,
while Howe's stupidity aggravatea his blun-
ders. Having placed himself on the com-
munications of the United States army and
complotely sevored thoe Eastern from the
Middle Colomes, it was only necessary tv
bold the. positions acqured tll severe
weather set in when that army must neces-
sarily disband stself, and this would have
compelled the submission of the revolted

Provinces. But Gon. Hlowe thought other
wise, and falling back from White Plains
pruceeded to inmest Furt Washington on the
I:land of Now Yok, thus restoring tu the
beaten troops of Congress the communica-
tions with Connecticut, from which thei
supplies were drawn.

When Waslington had left New York he
left a strong garrison in Fort Washington,
and the mument Howe's troops fell back he
crossed the Hudson with o large division of
his axmy to Fort Leo o its right bauk and
thus covered tho road to Philadelphia,

With such an enterprising naval ofticer as
Black Dick (Lord UHowe) it is a matter of in-
explicable mystery why the Hudson was
left open to a whale boat or a bark canoo as
high as Albany, especially as a splendid fleet
was lying in tho harbor of New York.

An attack on the land side with a loss of
$00 men in killed and wounded placed Fort
Washington in the hands of the British, the
loss to the Umted States was over 3,000 men
in killed, wounded and prisoners. The fleet
did not co-operate, although the works could
have been casily laid open by their fire.
Washington lost probably a large number of
men, Howe sacrificed s for an advantage
which would have accrued to lum by famine.

On the 1Sth November Lord Cornwallis
crossed the Ludson at the head of o strong
division of 6,000 men and landed at Closter,
cight miles aboveFort Lee, marching rapidly
on that position he surprised tho garrison,
who made their escape in confusion, leaving
Lelind them their Laggage, stores and ar-
tillery.

Washington with the main army of Cun
gress wero encampud ot Hakensack, five
miles iu the rear of Fort Lee, wnd it is mote
than probable that if Lord Cornnallis hadat
onco pushed forward Le would have cap
tured Loth General and army, sv thorouglly
demoralized bad the latter Lecome, Lut
celerity of movement was not a necussary
qualification for command in the Biitish scr
vice in thuse days, therefure as Coruswallis
leisurely advanced Washington as deliber
ately fell back, Li> whole force reduced to
three or four thuusaud indisciplined and il
provided men.

Tt was evident now that the cause of Con-
aresswas at itslowest cbb—allwas confusion,
The vuly force butween tho Euglish Geuawral
and Thiladelpliny, thcir last and cluof strong
hold, was \Washington's ammy and that
Leaten, disparited, rand disvrganised,  was
shuit up between the Takensack and Dela-
ware, & distance of some cighty miles, which
Cornwallis uceupied three weeks in passing
uvet. Ui the 8th of Decemtber Washingion
and lus dispirited troops arrived at Trenton
and at vtice crussed t] 5 Delaware, thus put
ting that tiver Letween hitn and the English
troops, who hud occupied successively New-
ark, Bruuswick, Princeton and Trenton, and
s0 well timed were the movements that the
music of the advancing and retreating bands
could be casily Lieard by Loth parties, Corn
wallis' advance marching into Trentun as the
last boat load of Washington's soldiers were
leaving it.

U hLas been asscrted that Co nwallis’ pro-
crastination was due to lHowe's cxpress
orders, else his conduct would be as inex-
plicable as that Sphynx of tacticians was; he
halted a week at Brunswick with Washing-
ton's troops, heavy artillery and baggage at
Princeton, seventeen, and Trenton on the
Delaware, twenty-nino miles distant, Wash-
ington had left Princetown one hour before
Cornwallis entered, the latter halted there
for seventeen hours as if to show how he
could ealculate the exact time it would take
the former to get his men across the Dela-
ware.

‘The Britlsh troups were placed in winter
c.ntonments at Trenton, Bordenton, Prince-
ton, Brunswick, aud in small detachments
thusughout New Jersey. Trenton, the most
iwpurtant, Leing occupied by Colonel Ralle
with 1,200 Hessiatis, while Bordenton, White
Horse and Burlington were maintained by
2,000 Uessians under Coloncl Donop.  The
principle followed being that of making the
1usts sicarcst headyuarters and the farther
est from danger the strongest, while those
in front of the enemy were the weakest, and
tho troop. were s0 scattered that one post or
division could mot succor or support the
other. Thefourteen posts were not covered
by redoubt, fort or intrenchment, and Wash-



