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mass of Presbyterianism, witheut nat-
ional prestige or territorial - privileges.
And instead of seeing bonds in such
things, the  Church recognises in them
the charter of its national prerogatives
and liberties. There was never  falser
talk than all this nonsense about liberty
apart from councction with the State.
Men would require to shat their eyes al-
together to believe in it. No  Church
can cut itself frec from civil law, aud
the Dbest security for liberty within the
Church is an intelligent and  rational
connecdion with the national Legislature,
guaranteeing it free action and the indi-
vidual rights of its office-beavers and
members.  The national Church is sat-
isfied with its liberty in this respect; it
can never consent willingly to torego its
national position and guarantees.  These
admitted, it is willing to unite practical-
ly,—to unite in all respects as far as pos-
sible with all other churches. But it
canr st scek union through its cwn de-
struction as a national institution. The
Committee on Union is a practieal evid-
ence ot the breadth and fervency of its
Christian spirit. It is well, therctore,
that it should be maintiined, and that it
should continue to labour in its vocation.
It the hand which it holds out is not

lasped, thisis net its fault. It is good
to act a Christian part even when the
face is turned away, and the hand is not
stretched out in return.

The reports of the Missionary Schemes
ot the Church given in at the Assembly
will be afterwards severally noticed, so
far as necessary, in our pages. We will
only say, in the meantime, that never
was there better speaking in any Gener-
al Assembly in referenceto these Schem-
es. There was a commendable absence
of mere geueralitics; and the great feat-
ures in the progress of the Home and
Foreign Missionary work of the Church
were brought out with admirable clear-
ness and force. The address of Dr.
Stevenson of Dalry in moving the Loome
Mission Report. ot Dr. Macleod in niov-
ing the Report of the Committee on
Christian Life and Work, and of Dr.
Watson, in speaking of our Foreign Mis-
sion, were all most stimulating, and left
the very best impression uf the real
amount of work the Church is doing,
and how many ministers and office-bear -
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ers it has able, not merely to work forit,
but to spedd tor it with impressive and
clogquen:  carnestness when oceasion re-
quires, Fhe eriticisms to which the Re.
ports were severally subjected weve of
advantaze, it in some cases they provok.

ed some feeling.  As the Convenor of
the Home  Misston Committee  said,

every Scheme  courts the most rigorous
inquiry into all its operations. Fien
sharp  criticism,  well direeted, alwas
does cood in the end. It lets in the
light of free diseussion on all the work
of the several Committees it give a vent
to wiat is said in parish or presbytery:
it makes plain, very often, how much
there is to be said tor the special man-
ner in which the Committee has done it
work : and especially itserves as a guide
to the acting members of  Commitivs~ w3
to what lines of” Chri-tian enterprise and
action appear to the Church at large t
be most usetul or necessary. Every
Convener will hail gui-tance of this Rinl;
and our Schemes will be more prosper-
ous than ever, wa are satisfied, tfrom all
the inquiry, eriticism, and discussion
which they evoked during  the last Gen-
eral Assembly.

OURNEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

ERROMANGA.

In a recent letter, Rev. Mr. Robertson,
(who has been on a brief furlongn to-
Australia), states that Le has secured an
admirable boat for the use of the Erro-
manga mission at a cost of £46 stg.  Mr.
and Mrs. R. greatly enjoyed the chanze
and rest of their Australian visit, after
five and a half years of steady work on
Frromanga. During the pust five years,
the island had been visited by three ter-
rible hurricanes, one ot which destroved
the mission premises. Floods ard tidal
waves also injured the Church and school
oftener than once. Scemes such as thes
are trying to mind and body. Mr Rob
ertson’s children needed a change of cli-
mate for the benelit of their heelth. Mr
R. expects to take the Aets back with
him, printed in the language of Erro-
manga, and also a veprint of the Cate-
chism prepared by the late Mr. Gordon.
The year 1877 has been the most success-
ful yet in Erromanga. The missionary



