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NUMBERK XI

iy 1 forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my vight ha-d forget ey cnnivyg.-—Psalm 137, 4-53.

THE DEATH OF ABRAIIAM.

A SERMON PREACHED BY JUSEFH PARKER, D. D.,
LONDON, ENGLAND.

s Then Abroham gare up the ghost, and died in
good old age, an cld man, and full of years; and
was guthered to us people*—Gen, wxv. N.

Now that heis gone, we may be able to get a
clear view of his whole charscter, and to see how
one part looks m the light ot another.  Itisahnost
impossible to be just to any living man who is
domg & great work, because we sec his unperfec-
tions, we are perhaps fretted by the manner in
which he does it, and we are not quite sure that
he may not yet ~poil it by a blunder or a crime.
But when he has laid down hix tools, and left his
work for the last, we may look quictly at the
whole character »tretchung clear through from
youth to old age, and form & sound opinmon of its
quality and value.

Avraham is by far the greatest man we have
met with in these studies,” and hia greatness is
our dificulty, because we may judge hiwm by our-
selves, That, indeed, is the difficulty of remlm§
all the best biography ; we think what we sLoult
have done, aud if the hero did not do just 18 we
should have acted, it iv very seldom that we give
him theadvantage. Itmustbedificultforahighly
edieatod pareet that hoo hoen taught to blah he
a silly honsemaid, and that has Goue the next best
thing tw being at a Board Schooi, to haveany pati-
ence with an cagle that never know the advanta.
Eﬁs of un enlightened kithen. Wedo not always

ow the agonivs t» which culture exposes both
bird and man 1o some respects Abr.ham was
the first great traveller in the world; and his dif-
ficuity in travelling was the greater because he
did not leave home to gratify any cunos!g or
Whim of his own, but in obedience to a spiritua!
influence which Vore him forward Ly a mnibt}'
impulse which he couid hardly have pat into
words. We should call 3 man who acts to-day a3
Abrahsm acted thousands of yearsago, s fanatic;
we believe in g respectable and decorous Provi-
dence; not in the God who drives us before the
breath of a storm aud wakes us helpless under the
apeill of anirresistible imspiratior. Ana weshould

ubt 2 man who ac! like Abraham all the
more because he did not get the verlething which
ke said God had promi to him Dbefore he lefl

home! Thai would be fatal to any man’s claim

to having heen directed of God now.a-days, We
Judge the Provadence by the price. I vou sue-
l‘(‘l‘ﬁ. then you have been divinely guided; if you
fail, ther you have either *not asked, or clse you
have askedd an~<" I you are invited from one
churel to another s pastor, vour wisdom in ac-
cepting the invitation wall be jurdged by the con-
gregations vou gather, It vou @il the pews and
huye to enlarge the buildimg, people will »say,
“You can have no doubt now that God sent you,;”
but if the bearere he few amd pocr, the sume peo-
ple will tell you that you have missed ““your pro-
vidential way.” Judge by this standard of mis-
called suecesy, Abrahany<migration isthe greatest
blunder in the pages of religious history. It was
a failure. Canaan was promised to hin, and he
never got a foot of it! Surely, then, a respectable
and commercial prety may tarly call him a mis-
taken man, an anable enthusiast, a clairvoyaut
dresiner, who mistook a morning mist for 8 great
estate. [ wish, therefore, tolearn from Abraham’s
character the right way of judging Providence;
to learn from a Jew how to be & Christian! The
rough and ready way of stating thiscaseis:
Abram went vut from his kindred and s father’s
house to geta land that God would show him.
Abram did not get that land, but actually “se.
journed in the land of promise 8sin a strango
country,” and was buried in a grave which he had
to buy; itis clear, thercfore, that he mistook &
drean fora reality, a mirsge for alanded {)roperty,
aml he was punished for his selfish ambition. '}
fear that thir notion of God’s providencve isnotun.
known amung ourselves: that we think nothing is
hoeavanly tutsureoan; amt that itnover entors cur
minds that God’s way may lie through the dreary
region of hunger and loss, pain and sorrow, weak-
ness and death, and that failure itself may be &
sign of God’s presence and care in our life.

Abraham's case shows that God may have ful-
filled a promise when Iie has apparently broken
it; and that God's promises are not to he measur.
ed by the narrowness and goveny of the letter.
Godg promised Abraham and hin seed s place or
land called Canaan, and yet Abraham and hias
seed rever held the land, Abraliam * =ojourned
in the land of promi«w as in a strange counm
dwelling in tabernacies with Isaac and Jacob,
heirs with him of tie same promise;” he had
“nunme inheritance in it, no, not #o ™reh ag to set
hia foot on; yet God promised that He would give
it tv him fora possession, and to his seced after
him, when 8s yet he had ao child " (Acts vii: 3),
Now, this brings us, so to speak, into close quar.
ters with God's providence, and Abraham's char,



