
THSE OITURC1I OP SCOTLMAD.

reniote peiod were one. Shouhi this
take place, there wiil then be but eue
General A-ssciibiy, soine, ten or tweive
8ynod(s, and prob-tbly fifty or sixty
rresbyteries. Sinal I x istinîg Presby-
teries wvii1 bc incrensotI by a, fusion of
two into ene; while large existing pres-
bvteries will bc reorgaîuzoed to suit ton-

vtineand elfii<ienicv. Thte fiane-
Nvork or coniposition of congregations
can undergo lio change; but courts of
appeal wiil ibc upon a largrer scale; ai
conttributions will be tuedé iute larger
gencrail flunds; inissions wvill bc mnore
easiiy supported, and church authority
ovor inem bers or church courts wiii bc
strengthened. 'l'ie forli n îIMISions of
the înaritiînc provinces w :i isuninediately
recoive the support of six huindred ad-
ditional congregrations, and can thus hc
extended indefiniteiy. An eflicient hall
ini Halifax is renderod miore practîcable
by ait iîcrcaso in eontributiîtg congre-

g ations. In short, the eff oct wouid ho a
2'reslbvteriau Churchi from the Atlantic
te the Pacifie-one iii governmient, dis-
,ciphune, ininistry and resourcos.

There arc very feiv persoxîs wv1o will
net say tîtat sucli ait alliance would net
hc desirabie. People are generally
ashaied to say tliat it is ilot desirable;
for te say otlierisc-: is te take credit for
ait atuouînt of raîteouir and aniuîiosity,
thiat ouily a fowv of peculiar teinperatnitt
possess. But it mlusc be aiiowed that
naîty say that it is dosirable wlto don't
de3irc it. TItose gcnerally' alloge tîtat
it is inipracticabie. If by iipracticabie
is itant that there are *difliculties iin
iaw, fori or constitution yhîichi really
cannot be go t over, thoîs the tn con-
veys a just idea, and receivcs, in titis
case, a just application. Ji union bc-
tween a presbyteriant and episcopalian
churchi wouid bc itupracticabie. If' our
chiurch in titi country werc a part cf
the Chturch of Scotland, or the other
bodies werc parts of the U. P. and Froc
Churches ini Scotlarff, titen the proposed
union would bo ittipractîcable, thouglî
it is to bc hoped that more ~:ious difi
cultios titan these may be got over in.
3ome brighiter and botter timie. Mie
objection of ýinpr.1cticabiiity applied te
proposod untions, Nvltcn snobh objections
do itot exist, is mnet hy the fiact, of seî'en
consuîîîîniiated unions in rocent ycars bo-
tWeeli parties of sitailar origin and

cliaracter in Britain, Canada and Atîs-
tralia. WVhere the ternu is used te itdi-
Cate titat the obstacle is eule of fi!eiiîig,
its uise is stire]y îttproer. For if a niait
inoans by it th;at, ail mald obstacles liav-
iîîgc been reniovetl, lie lots net ish fbr
it-lie dons itut f001 desitous of it, or bis
1fýcliiigs are suob that lie caitiot control
thtoni suflicieutly se, as to eonsutumate it,
thoit the objection is of a, pecuiîar nature
-vory cogent iu its way, but very pc-
culiar-very powerthIl, but nlot verv
respectable. t itiiourts te tItis : .1
onglit te respect you, 1 ought te love yen,
but 1 caunot." In view of innuinerabie
parts of seril)ttre whlieli speak of' ho-
licvets as elte happy andi lssed fiîily
îîossessed of' great spîritiul and eterîtal
unities, sucît aîttiptty is inelancholy.
Seeiningiv at ieast incompatible ivith
Clîristianity itself, it is oit a par -%çith
thte resistauîce of thte wicIked heart te thme
gospel itseif, whiclî sayi : we ouglit, but.
we cannt.

Such a state of scntiîuent iu extensive
prevalenco ivould ho a fatal bar te*
unitont for i t coîiid net rest upon a Clînis- -
tian fouiidatioîî, and cotiseqiîcntly cor--
dialily ouglit te ho viewod a!i a condi tion'
of the proposod union wliidc takes pro-.
cedence of cvery atier. This alliance
sltould bc gonui ne. This rounion sltould
bc reonciliation. Licre lies the dele
difliciity; for it touches the deeper
principles cf the hîtinan breast, and
strikecs corrutptionîs titat tite healing in-
fluences of divine <rraee can alexie re-
strain or subdue. 17he fout' bodies con-
stituite tvo grreat parties-one ini alliance
with thte Churcu of Setland, and the
other separatod front hor communioen.
The one part), lias prided itqelf on the
separaticu, and te othier lias resentod iL.
It is huniiliating for one party te think
that its Shibboicth was but a namne, and
iLs glory a fialse ani a foehisli beastincg;
and it is dilicuit fer the other te hum-ýy
the reîieîibranee of umîilial conduet and
iiisultiitg larîgîage. 'l'ie one party lias
niuclt te tùtrgct, anud the otîter nîîîch te
fergrivo. The cite party bas te surron-
der- a differetîce. and the other a distitne-
tien. 'Pie ene lias a duty te perfortit
liard fer pride, and te otiier liard fer
resenitit. It is very dangerous for -
people in religion te roi)' uipon thîcir
differemîces freut tîtoir neiglibours for -
moral cliaracter, aud it,. romiiains te bc -


