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prime national importance that uniformity of law on the question
of marriage and divorce should obtain throughout the whole State,
and nlot, as we find in the United States, some fifty different systemns
of law prevailing on the subject, with as many distinct grounds for
divorce, requiremnents as to, doinicile and procedure, etc. That
eminent Aniericani authority, Mhouler, in bis Law of Domestie
Relations (Boston, 1905, sec p. 218) criticizes the American system
and adverts to " The existence of so many independent jurisdictions
which enable our citizens travelling f rom one State to another to
find facilities for di' -irce and remarriage always at hand," and hie
adds "Uniformity by consent among these jurisdlictions, or eisc a
national rule by constitutional anmendment, seerns desirable."

The distirîguished founders of the Australian Constitution
fully perceivcd the weakness of the American mnethod and tht
strength of the Canadian in thi,- respcct, whilst at the sanie time
iniproving on the latter, by coniniitting legisiative powcrs on the
subjects of marriage and divorce to the constituent States forming
the Commonwealth and continuing iii force their respective laws-
applyinig thereto iii the rneantixne, but rescrving power in the
Federal Parliamient to supersede ail separate State legisiation by
a gencral Acf applicable throughout the Coimmonwealth.

The Swiss Ilepublic, too, as long ago as 1876, recognized the
fallaey and iiischief of perpetuating a nuinber of diverse and
conflicting systenis within the Confederacy, by repeaing the
respective laws on marriage and divorce theretofore operating in the
separate Cantons and enacting a Federal iaw applying uniformly
throughout the entire State.

So, als, the German Civil Code of 1900, proniounced by
Professor Maitland the most scientific and well considered codifi-
cation of a nation's Iaws ever made, treats mnarriage and divorce
as falling within the suprerne National or Ixnperial control and not
that of the separate States, and uniforin laws and j udicial systemn
on these subjects prevail throughout the Empire.

Besides the meven separate and distinct sys ýrms of divorce law4
now in operation in the Provinces of Canada exercising thci
jurisdiction, Parliatrient has concurrent jurisodiction in cases ariaing
therein, as well ais exclusive juriadiotion ini the remain.£ing two
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