TIIE WEEKLY MIRRON,

51

e e e e ey
soto cover tho walls with jvy, and weave
his roses and honeysuckle about the door
and windows, aud plant his currants, and
strawberries, and gooseberries intert;*sersed
with various fragrant and beautiful flowers
that you cannot help regarding it as the
sbode of competence aud happivess.  Such
are the cottages of poelry. But there is
another class of tenements called cottages
which strike the eye very differently. Every
thing around them and in them, betrays the
poverty. ignorance, and wretchedness of
their occupants, The climate and the
scil, perhaps, do not allew them to be qaite
so bleak and forlorn, as the huts which shel-
ter similar wretchedness and degradation in
our own country, but there 1s no poetry
there. Gin und strong bheer there muy be,
but no poetry.

MIRIAGE.

This interesting optical phenomenon,
which is hardly known in this country, ex-
cepting by description, waslately witnessed
by a large number of wondering spectators
in Agar, one of the Mendip Hillsin England
—and the following account is given in the
Bristol Mercury :—

« ltwas observed about 5 o'clock in the
evening, and represented as an immense
body of troops, mounted and fully ac-
coutred, which appeared to move along
sometimes at a walking pace, and at other
times at o quick trot, with drown swords at
the ‘carry.’” Yor some time the figures
appeared six abreast, alter which they
gradually diminished to two, or files. The
jllusion, we are informed, was so com-

lete that the bridles and stirrups were clear-

y distinguishable, whilst the horses’ feet
were seen to move in a perfectly natural
manrer.—The whole body appeared in one
umform; ofa dark hue, approaching nearly
to black. The phencmenon was observerl
for upwardsof an hour, and continued till
it beccame dark, and was witnessed bya
great number of copntry people, who were
mzzled to account for the presence of so
}atge anarmy asappeared to be moving be-
fure them,—The cottagers around the foot
of the hill, we are informed, wete for a con-
siderable time, in a state of consternation,
imagining that the troops could be noother
than a hostile force; sonie of them went to
prayer, others proceeded to hide their little
treasure, and others again entertained the
thought of consulting their safety in flight
and at the present time the visitation forms
the only tppic of discourse. 'With respect
to the cause of these strange appearances
philosophers differ, but the most received
opinicn is, that they are owing to the extra,
ordinary refraction which therays of the sun
undergo in passing through masses of air in
contact with a surface greatly heuted : this
ay seem to account for their frequency in
the o serts of Arabia, where they are by no
Teans  upcommon, but the solution seems
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hardly satisfactoryas applied to the present
case, and es ecinfly when wao tuke into ac-
count the difference in the climate of our
own country aud that referred to.”

QUIZZING THE SCIKNTIFICS,

Dr. Hoaxum read an tteresting paper
on the conversion of muonbeams into sub-
stance, and rendering shudows permanent,
both of which he exemplified in the esta-
blishment of some public companies, whase
prospectuses he lmd on the table.  Mr.

abble produced his caleulating machine,
and its wonderdul powers were tested 1n
muny ways by the audiinee. 1t supphed
to Sir Juhn North an accurate computation
of the distunce between v quarto volume and
a cheesemonger’s shop ; and solved & curi-
ous question as to the decimul proportions
of cunning and cupidity, which, worked
by the rule of allegation, would produce a
product of £10,000. - Professor Von Ham-
mer, deseribad his newly discovered pro-
cess for breaking stoaes by an algebraic
fraction, The Rev. Mr. Groper, exhili-
ted the skin of a toad, which he discovered
alive in a mass of sand stone. The animal
was found engaged in an autobiography, and
died of fright, on haviug its house so sud-
denly broken into, being probably of a ner-
vous habit from passing so much time aloue.
Some extracts frum the memoir were read,
and found exceedingly interesting. Its
thoughts on the  silent system of puson dis-
cipline, though written tn the dart, strictly
agreed with those of our most enlightened
political economists, Professer Parley ex-
hibited his speaking machine, which  dis-
tinctly articulated the words*® Repale !
Rapale !’ to the great delight of many of the
audience. The learmed professor stated
that he was engaged on another, for the
use of His Majesty’s Ministers, which
would already say, ¢ My Lords and Gen-
tlemen ;’ and he doubted not by the next
‘meeting of Parliament, would be able to

pronounce the whole of the opening speech.

Captain North exhibited some shuviugs of
'thereal Pole, anda small bottle which, he
'asserted, contained cscintillations of the
aurora borealis, from which, he stated, he
had succeededin extracting pure gold. e
announced that his rephew was preparing
for a course of similar experiments, of which
he expected to know the result in October,
The gallant captain then favored the compa-
ny with a dissertation on phrenology, of
which, ;e said, he had been a believer for
thirty years, He stated, thathe had made
many valuable verifications of that science
on the skulls of the Esquimaux: and that,
in his recent tour in quest of subscribers to
his book, his great success had been mainly
attributable to his phrenological skill . for
that, whenever he had an opportumty of
feeling for soft places in the heads of the
public, he knew in a moment whether ho
could geta customer ornot, Hesaid that,
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whether in the examlnation of ships® heada
or sheep’s weuds—in the choice of horses or
housematds, he had found the science of
pre-cimnentutihity,—Comic Annnal,

At neanrt martind Iately held ot Sheornees, on Cop-
tain Hope, thefallowing didague tnak placo between
one ofthe wituesses and the court 1=+ Are you a
cuthoie 7 —** No, #1r.°>  Arg you n proteatant »'— -
“Nu, mr'" * \Vhat gre you then 2’—*¢ Captamn
of the foretr p **

In Franeo there are seven thousand barristers, for
whaow there ace about five thousund causes. Thete
are forty thousand \ttorneys, twelve thowand nota~
ries, seven thousand pagutrates, and twenty-two
thousand docturs. “Lhe number of treeswen m 'runge
is 184,000, [Puns Advertiser,

The newly-invented insteument, cplled ¢ 'Tha
Axyrite, ¢ hay just been announced, with which, to
the great disway of the barbers, pursons way shave
themselves wuhiout the use of exher ruzor, soup or
water.

Sir John Ross is now at Paris, being ane of the
20,000 Englishn that capital  Lous Phillipe has
conferred on him U e cross of the Legion of Honor.
The King of Deamark.and the Grand Duke of Badep,
have each  given hun a valuable snoff box, set with
diamonds,

A ~ew INvESTION. An Engish clergyman,
at Brussells, has ‘nvented o motive power, ‘which
prointses o nval steam.  Itis founded on the comn-
pression of fluds. Fight pails of water it.is com-
puted would be sufficient to carry a vessel to tha
East Indies !

Itis astonishing, says the New-York Star toeco
the actinity going on in the barnt district, over ono
thousand men are at work, and already *have the
graune of muny siores been Imd. Iwo hundred
und two atores are aow inthe course of erection,
that number ~aguctually counted this morning, every
day adds to the navuber,

A splendid steamship of 1000 tons and 300 horse
power, to be called the Auckland, has been con-
tracted for by Government at Glasgow to navigate
the Red sea. “The contractor is Robert Napier.
Sbhe is to be ofthe minst magnificent description, and
fited out ag 2 man-of-war vessel,

DIED,

At Bostor, Mr. William Carver,a ng-
tive of Halifaz, N. S. aged 29,

At Boston, Walliam Morris, Esg. aged
78.——Ir Watertown, near Boston, Mr,
{éenéy Gilman, aged 41 ; both of Halifax,

On  Tuesday morning, of Whooping
Cough, Ellen. Halliburton, daughter of Mr.
— avid Allisen, aged, 13 months.

REMOVAL.

The Subscriber has removed
his Printing Establishment to-the
building north of M¢Donald’s To--
bacco ri’Ianufactory, and nearly
opposite Bauer’s wharf—where
all kinds of JOB PRINTING,
will be executed at the shortest
notice. Hehopes by punctuality,
and moderate charges, to metit -a
further sh we of public patronage.

H. V/. BLACKADAR.
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