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This is an able argumi-ent on an important and deoply interest-
img subject. Mr. Mallock on the one side and Mr. Fredorie
Harrison and Miss Bevington on tlh3 other have been discussing
wliethier or no it is possible Vo have a permanent and an elevated
inorality apart froin, the belief in a Deity and the hope of a life Vo,
corne. It is to tlîis controversy that Mr. Prower addresses him-
self, and hie does so, with muicl wealth of illustration and %vith no
littie argumentative, foi-ce. Mr. Prower liolds that religioni is
essential Vo muorality, if inorality is to bce a permanent and
g-rowilgc posýse-ssion offthe huiman race. Hie pr-oves Ilis position
flrst by a ceflhistorical sttteinenti. Thle drift of Lhis is to show
that the, decline of' religion lias always been flollowved, after an
interval, by a correspoîîding loss- of morality, even %vvhen the
iniptilse derived froin t lie expiring, lidti lias, for- a time, preserved
the sanctýity of' nierais appareiitly unimj)ail'ed. The arruinent
then becomecs nmore abstract anid tends-ý Vo demeonstrate the nioces-
saiy conneetion betwveeii the less offaith and [he decline of inoral.

Lt is handled in aL way tliat Shows a great mastery of the subject,
and ai) adequate degrec of spec(.ial re-ading. No" one can read thc
paper withiott mucli instruction, or if lie is intorested in sudh
i nquiries wth,.keenl Pleasure.

It is noV possible liere, Vo give even ain ouitline of the course of
thoiight. But we desire te caîl thie special attention of oui'readers
te tlîis able discuission. Wliîatever opinions Vhey rnay ultimately
form on the main1 question at issue, it cannot, we think, bedenied
Vlîat hiere, lies iu great degrce the final battle ground of the con«
test betwveen failli and unlibelief. Mcen are cer-titily mor-al boings,
and if the iaoral nature of man iîivolve references to a supremee
being aînd Io a spirituaîl wvorld, as a long succession of thimîkers
from Plato Vo Kant lirnainitaiined, these faitlis can îîever perish
fromn the race, can tat the utmost suifer only a ternporary eclipse.
Lot our readers sttidy and judge for themsolves. One thing at ahl
evenfis Mr'. Prower inakzes clear, thiat the. questions of God and a
future life are not %vitlîout wlîat the Frencli caîl "a.cttualit.y." On
the con trary tlîey penetrate to the vcry bases of the whiole prao-
tical lufe, se thiat thc vieîv a1 mail tdopts wi Il colour ail hoe thinks,
and influence over-ytlingiý lie does. We heartily commend ~ir.
Prower's papel' as a valuaiblo econtribution to the discussion of a
great Subject. J. F. S.
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