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future day to break in pieces the fiabric of lier dominion. By-and-by she be-
gan to be uneasy, and to, have a boding of calamnity. The peîietratiî6 oye cf
Innocent III. detected the quarter whence danger wvas to arise. He saw in
the labours of tiiese humble men the beginning of a raovement whicli, if per-
mnitted te go on and gatXejLr str(tngtli, wouk.! -ne day sweep away ail tlîat it
had taken the toils and intrigues of centuries to, achiôve. He straighItway
cenmmeneed those terrible crusades %vhich wasted the sowers but watered the
seed, and helped fe bring on, at its appointed heur, the catastrophe which he
sought te avert.****

W'hen we cast our eyes over Europe in the twelf th and thirteenth centuries,
our attention is irresistibly riveted on the soth of Fra;nce. There a great
movement is. on tlîe ove cf breaking eut. Cities and provinces are seon risiug
in revoit against the Oliurch of Rome. J'xdging frem the aspect of thîngs on
the surface, ene would have inferred that ail opposition te .Rome had died
eut. Every succeeding century was deepening the feundations and widen-
ing the lirnits cf the Remiish Ohurch, and it seemed new as if theý:e %waitedl
lier Pges of quiet and unchallenged dominion. It is at this moment ti. at hier
pewer oegins te, totter; anîd though shle will rise biglier ore torminating her
career, lier decadence lias already begun, and lier fail may be postponed, but
cannot be averted. But how de we account for the powerful inovemeut that
begins te show itself at the foot cf the Alps, at a moment when, as it seems,
every enemny lia s been vanquished, and IRomie lias won the battie ? To attack
lier new, seated as we beheold hier amid vassal kings, obedient nations, and en-
trenched behind a triple rampart cf dlarkness, is surely te, invite destruc-
tion.

The causes of this niovement had been long lu. silent operation. lIn fact,
this was the very quarter cf Christendoni where opposition te the growing
tyranny and superstitions of Rome miglit be expected flrst te 'show itself.
Hlere it vas that Polycarp and Irenoeus had laboured. Over ail those goodly
plains which the Phlone waters, and in those numerous cities and villages
over which the AlIps stretch their shadows, these aposteio men had planted
Chriatianity. Hlundreds cf thoixsands cf martyrs had here watered it with
thý. _r blood, and thougli a thous".d years weil-migh liad passed since that
day, the story cf their terrible tormentr and hereje deaths had net been ai.
together fergotten. In. the Cottian Ulps and the province cf Languedoc
'Vigilantius liad raised his powerful protest against the errera cf lis times.
This region was included, as we have seen, in the diocese o.f Milan, and, as a
consequence, it enjoyed the 1ight which shone on the south of the .ilps long
after Ohurches not a few on the north of these mountainc were plunged in
darkness. lIn the ninth century Cliaude, cf Turin had found in the Ardli-
bishop cf Lyons, Agobardus, a man willing te entertain his views and te,
share lis conflicts. Since that time the night liad deepened here as every.
where else. Bu(, still, as may be conceived, there were memories of tho
past, there were seeds in the soil, whicli new forces might quicken and makc
te spring up. Sudh a force did now begiài io act.

Lt was, moreover, on this spot, andi among these peoples-the, best pro-
pared of ail the nations cf the \Wst-Ilhat the Word cf God was first pub.-
lished in the vernacular. When the IRzmance version cf the New Testament
was issued, the people that sat, in darkness saw a great liglit. This was in
fact a second giving cf Divine Revelation te the nations cf Europe; fo r the
early Saxon renderinga cf portions cf .RolAy Writ had fallen aside and gene
utterly into disuse ; au.d though Jero:ne's translation, the Vulgate, wvas stil
known, it was in Latin, now a dead language, and its use was confined te, the
priests, who, thoug,,h they 'possmsed it, cannot be said te have Ik>ýu~n it ; for
the reverence paid it lay ini thec ridli iil'îminations cf its writing, in thc gold
and genis cf its binding, and the curiously-carved and costly cabinets in which,
it was locked up, and neot in the earliestuness with which its pag-, were studied.
Now the nations cf Southeril Europe could read, eac n u "the tongue where,-
lu. ho was born," the wonderful works cf God.


