
UNTVERSITY 0F OTT2AWA RE VIE W

ment party, now thle Conservatives, oceupy the seats to the
xighit of the Speaker and the Opposition Party, at present the
Liberals, are on bis left. The Nationalist party, or at least those
who were e]ected in the different ridings of Quebee as supporters
of a separate policy, have thrownm in their lot vi-ith the Conserva-
tives and are found on tlue Goverument side of the flouse. For
this reason the nuruber of members of the united parties became
too large for ail to be seated on the righit side of the ehamber
and thus we find some of the Con-str-ati-ves and N'ationalbsts;
occupying the vacant seats on the opposition side.

Above the Speaker's chair is situated the press gallery.
Thouh the -%vritings of tlose nazny reporters seated there, the

general publie is made cognkzant of ail thaz. passes in their
I'srliament, a few liours after it take.ý; place. In this 'way they
eau follow the nioves of their representatives lu the flouse and
tbereby they can judge for themséives the ability of the mnen
-whom they bave elected.

The Debates Reporters are seateil at small tables about the
centre of the room, direetly ini front of the Speaker. These men
rernort ail the Jeb.ates of the flouse and fiiese proceedings are
then printed lu Lnth French and J~gihfur distribution ta the
members. Behind thcm is seated t1e Sergeant-at-Arms, the
principal executive officer of !he Co-nmons. f-is duty it 13 to
direct the inessengers: and pages as thcy fulfil the minai' wauts
of the assenihly. aud also ta look after the furniture of the
'buildings. Like bis xnany young assistants, ine- is litted out lu a
dress suit, but in addition, he carrnes a sworcl at his side. The
Sergeant-at-Arms lu tlue 11louse of Comnmons correspondls to the
gentleman -tsher of tbelblaek rod iu thec Senate.

At three o'eloek, the nme-nbers taxe t]ueir places and the
Speaker mnounts his tiuroDe. The macý is placed on the table by
-the Sergeant-at-Arms and the Speakerp, wbao helds the dignified
and responsible office of permanent chairnian of the flouse.
then commences the proceedinuýs with praye.s, whichi aretae
£rom tlue Church of England liturgy. The Speak-er, on Zinishiuug
the praiyer, puts a motion in re.gular form, before the bouse, by
reading it from the chair, and ij this xçay lays tlue questiCon open
for debate. An amendinent is theil usuzilly proposed t%.-o te
motion and every unember wvha wisCuEs bas an opportuuity ta
speak on the subject. Iu order not ta prolong the debate on
any one question, a nuember cannot tise ta a a second limie,
before the flouse, until snch a motioni as,3 «'that this house ad-
jouru the previons question," is xnoved, seconded. and carried.


