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pointe.! ta declare the cburch vacant on the uaub, andi Messrs.
Drummonti (Canvenen), Alirabam and F raser werc apuoited a coi
mittce of Supely. It was alsu agrecil ta commenti Mn. Drunimonti
ta the Cammnittee af the Ageti andi Infirmn Ministers. Tlue Pres-
byteny thereafter entercd an tîte consideration cf [lue Enniikillen dalla-
culties, Petitions wcre bande.! in rant some niembens of Ennislcilten
andti Fîst Cartwright in tavout ai their pastar, ualter careftul examina-
ion of the case, Mn, MecLaten pave in is resignatianoftuf[le chuarge.

The Pesbytery agreed ta take tîhe usuat steps -an.! ortieredti te cltrc
ta cite cangregatians teappear for ther interests at thue next gent'al
meeting ta li e led in Osnawa. Mr. Fraser, as recuestel atlaur lait
meeting, preparei an aveture an Systematic Iicnelicence, u - becsère
sente.! ta tue Synod of Toronto and Kingston atl its next situeeing in
May, wlîîchi was nuw meai and adopte.! ly the Presbvtery, and Messrs.
Fraser anti MecLellan wvere appointeul ho support it an tlîe ,'lor of the
Synod. The Presbytery now took îup [lhe remits. Fîrsi, on appoint
meg a serretary for tlie Saliuatî Scitouts anti second, an [the Ageti ani
Infuirmîuiters' Funti. The former [bey uisapprove, [lue latter [bey
apprave. M. MeMeNlchan rnad a very: interesiing an.! encuuragirug
report an [tue State of Religion, (or whiclî li receivedth le tbanks àu(
the Ptcstytery. Said relit antsatrdcectu talietransmtittedtu thde
Synod's Committee. A car.! [nom lie Syiuot's Ticasuren svas rendi
switng [bat $îiî sath[le proaportion ai \Vhitty Presluyîerv at lue ex-
penses ai the Synati ai Toronsto an.! Kingston for iSS.tS90. This
accatmnt seas ordere. ta lie pai.!. A palier was laid on the table fr<um
Ottawea Presbyîery an the Lcense Act. 1Ilsas reterre.! ta the L.umu-
miittece on lenuperance ta reliant itîtn ai nexu. meeting o! Presby-
teny. An evenîngîueetng aopen otahle Ipublic svas belti fonconter-
ente. M. Kitijan introducedth îe subjeet of the *"iligbez Religiouuu
Instruction. ' everal nienbens took piant ini tîe discossuon, an.!
bhereafter Mr. WVm. Pattersun, aI Cook's Churcli, Toranto, de-

liveneti one of bais teling addnesses on 1'Christian IVokers," whicb
ws ahligly appreciated ly ail wbo bezird it, an.! fan wicb the mucet-
ing gave haunt a bearty vote o! tbanks. The Presbytery atijourned to
mecet ai Oshasea an t[li îtbApril ah o.3aa.m.-A.A. i>iu.mMýor41,
ies. Clerk.____

.4NNUAL CONGREGA TIONAL AIETINGS.

AT the annual meetinîg ai the WVest Piesbytenua-n Church, Toronta,
lateiy bel!, iut sa rerorteti that 137 tîembers a.! becîs added ta the
rail anti 127 nincved frow ilu, making the membensip 720, sehich
witb twenty-tbnee new meailuers receîvcd abonut the saine time niake
the prescrit membcersîp 7J a The tam ino $S22,3 5 was distrituted
among the Sehemes o! the Generai Assembhy. beîng only $7.50 les[han [lic previaus year. There seere sixty.five biptisms an.! iuty
fiee funenalb. Bth the attendance an.! the incame have iteen 3ffectted
iîy a succession aifseet Sabbathis, an.! during the [ast six weeks by
tlie prevailing influenza as seeli as by a large number ai reniovals tu
the nortb anti west as cell as out af the city, of ol.! anti gooti sup-
porters.

The annual business meeting o! St. James' bquare [resbyterian
Church, Toronta, was heiti last week uin the elegant lecture hall aI
[bat edifice, the osemtbers oI the Churclu tunning out un gooi num.
liens. Owing ta illness un is fanily, the pastor, Rev. D. Kellogg,
svas unabie ta attend. Mn. Thomîas trkiand. Nt.A., iras vote.! [o
the chair, andi Mr. John I'aton acte.! as sccetary. The fiust business
was the rcadîng o! the Managers' report, in wbich wsa incluitid the
financial stateaient. The enatine revenue $S, 152 îuisas gathercîl
frans seekly collections. The relit antsa duly signe. l yi Mcssrs. S
F. McKinrnon.!n W. M. Douglas, auditont The cangregation,
says tlie report, bas gîven gencnously to the support ai the Rev. MNr.
McGillivray, its mtssianany in lîonan. Electrie lgtîng bas [teen
introduceti, an.! il is expecte. tat un the course af a iew monmilis
saisfactoîy arrangements may be made for ils permanent use thnaugh.
aut ihe chancît buldîing, theneby contrîiutîng nut a hltle ta the coin-
fort ai al who attend, especally [hase seho accupv tsts n the gaI.
leny. The report svas adopte.! an.! thc thanks a! the congregation
extcniedt t the auditors an.! treasorer. The sain oI $7 56S.90 has
been contniîtute.! tianîng the year ram various branches an.! ission-
ary arganizations o! the Church for relîgînus -an.! benevoient pur.
poses ta the benevlent (un., as compared sith $6.265,93 contri-
buted [ast Vent. O! the former tom $3,1Sa28S vas contnîbuted
by the Missionary Association, $495-40 I>y the C;hintse Mis-
sion Fond, and $749 62 iuy te lVman's lissionary Society. Dr.
Kellogg an.! Messis. Kirlanti, Geo. Inglis, anti R. MI. Gray seene
aopointc.! a caînmttee ta attend ta the painting aif[the reports, an.!
Messrs. John Paton antiIL. W. Nelsnn as audtars fan the present
yenar. Alter tome diecossuon a motion was introutuceti an.! carnue.,
appoînting Messrs. John Cameron andi D. S. Keth ani Advîsary
Bloardi wi[h the Scssion n relation tn the service aoflmnase. A motion
seas alto carrieciroang $Sao ta th-. choir imaster an.! arZanist fur the
present year. The fottawing are the narres o! the ncsvIv lecteti
trosteet z-Mlessts. A. Natain, W. 1). &Mclntosh, lames Patan, W. M.
Dauglas, j.'Y. Reidi, Charles Thompton antI James lduik. In repty
to a requcst fro:.n >t. Johns Cbonch, whuch ut still somesehat depend.
ct aon St. James' Cburch flnanciaîIy for a contunuance ai the annoal
grant, ilt sa decudeti an suggestion af the Session ta grant it $400
ihus year, $3o0 nexu. year, $aoo the follosing, and! Sioa in IS93, alter
seich ail peconiary aid will cease. A plrasing (cahute ai the even-
ing ceas the prcsentatuon by N. William Kerr, an behaîf o! the con-
gregatian, af a baidsomely iltamunatei atiess expressive of the hîgh
csttem in sehuch M. Jahn Douglas andthli membens oa itbs tamuty
anc bel.! by th., congregation, anti thc valualle services rennîcre.! un
contioctung the Cburch's praîse for a penti o! over thin: v ycars uy
Mir. Douglas. The atidress; was accompanie.! iîy a lîeautifol maile
dlock anti pair o! sta[tu-ttes ho Mr. Douglas anti a fine set a! silven-
ceare ta Mnr. Wni. M. Douglas, wbo in the abience a! is fathen,
matie a very suitabie response.,

The anmal business meeting ai ýýt. AneIcw's West, Taronto,
ceas l.! ast week in the lecture raflai of the chLtch. Thtre wa
a fair attendance, the pasto. Rev. D. . &Macclonnll, in thie chua%,
the seeretaiv hcing Mr. ZMtchell. Frani the managers' rc.,rt it
appeare.! that the revenue of the chorcb for [be past year hia.! bcen
$12.233.22. The report says .;Il s satisfactory ta note that bt.
Mlank's Mission Chorcli bas duîng [be past year bcen organîze.!
into a sepanate congtration,. sith good prospects of bccoming
self sstaîning al. no <isant date. In the mecantîme this cangrega.
tion continues to assst Si. NMark's ho the casent ni $1.000 per an.
nom, a fis; charge agaînst wichb bing the payment of uticet on
the delt anti the insoranuce an propertv. The membens o! the iloard
of Management seee r eclccted, M.ititleton ,akîng the plîace ai
Mr Sutherlandi, seluartire.!. The report cf St. Andrews Sunday
school fave the followng statîstis - Average attendante, z-, ; con-
tributions, $299.23, disbursed in vatious suais ta mnany missions af
the Church at home andi abroati. The teachers number uhrythrcc,
anti,\Ir. Hlamiton Castls s su)eintcntient. The Dorset Santiay
sehool, o! which Ni. James Strachan s sope-.intendent, lus.! duting
the ycat an average attentiance a! scvenîv.four sebolans, with i i;
on the ral;. The contributions dtring the year amounte.! to $7S,
andi the saff 01 [cachent cwasfauiteen. Thcre s alto a night
seltool in connectian with the Donset;'.Mission. The report a! the
'Willing lHelpers' Asszelatio)n shacet an incarne o! $412 95, o!
which $350oceas Pal.! ho a Bible areatie. The Wamen's Association
report shocet a alight ticcrease frons the mcmbenship a! the pas:
year, anti a slight increase uin the (antis raisei fcr the variaus obieets
cf the work. Meaibcrship, huuntytlree; ineome, $Soi. Much
gond ha.! been dione by th: Association during the Vea. Upon the
susesntuon of the report aof[lhc Dorset Mission. it wa motretib>'
Mtur. %V. A. Shepanti, secautiet by Professer McCurtiy, tisat the con-
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gregation record ils humble acknaw A.gments ta Almigbty Go.!
fon [bhe signai stîcces lutluhe mussion. *'hc nee building prujeet ivas
endarsed, anti the congregatian pietiges ittelf ta the lucani> support o!
tlic pnîuject. Il was annotinceti that conditianally on $1a.000 an
$z2,oolieing ster.t an [tie propoteti new liuil.ling cf the Dorscet
Mission on Nelson Street, a nunuher o! membters lin.!agneedtu ta ub.
scribie surint anîoanting ta $.tS. Tlhe subsciplion book e sa
tupeie.!, andi seilreunamin 5 [tillu e neeessary stim is bubscriueti.
The building, as by plans shown, will bce brick, of diuce storeys anti
Itasement sitli ornamental archet! doorway. The total incane ai the
Chancît tra)ni ail sources îluring [lie year, inctuuing $s.--48 raiigetl
fon spec:iil Foreign Mission PUIopses, was $78-320.29. ()! [bis
sui uissions eciveti $3-453-47 luy mantluly ceings. Collections
foc au.gumentation amounte.t ta $1.557-52. To the session fun.!
S$60a 42 sere cîntnihuel. Members Pauti $6.604 70 toseafd [lie en-
dotvment -if Queen's Collece daing the year, andti eo ut the
deicit in I nte Missions, $Sos toseards Rev, T. Cbarbonei's churclu
ai Ditchfield, $i s0 25 ; un the church -.ah Katrîne, $37 'lli et

berstil stnds ahl Soo, as against 839 lat year, 156 commuiunicanits
lauglf3n fon St. Mark's ; 340 falusliewsere epresenttI litant

the close nr. %Iacdonnell liietly relerrei ta ulie wurk aif[lue vaious
societies, anti hopet tlialth[le chturclu svould cî)ntinue hu protîter.

TiltS congregatiun o! Knox Churcli, ilata, bel.! us annual iuteet

1 ng Oi thie i3th iufst. The total .ufiunt ustaiduing tîte yc.ut for aIl
)ur[juss was $3.3t.7;. About $42.zu Ib amounit w.ss raied for

mus ia> .utiujseà. Uity-seven new iiiexler3 wcere adiel during
tlie ycar andi teu reiuveu, Ieavung thie mcmi>ensluup ah prescrit 264.
TItis las been une o! theninuit successful ycarb un the h&t.ry uft glus
churclu.

The annual nuetng a! Caletoitna etngregituon sii bel.! un Fri
day, Janular> 24. Thenec was an atteîîiance a! about i 5o. llighly
eneouragîng reports %vert presenteti rmnial[ranchetsuit svrk. There
have bren dtdedi lurni the yean ffiy--etlit new iniuers- -forty-four
an profession ciftaitli. The present mennlerhip is 2SS The %vbole
amoint raseti b>' [le congregatian 1S $2.Oao. TPit is a cash bal-
ance 0I $3S6. The congregatian have conIIîtuote(l $740 ta the seliemes
ai sehich surams$215 was fon foreign missions, $226 for Honte
missions, andi $123 ion French EvainLliitian-teiser sunius fon otler
sceiemes. %Iestrs. S. %oîe, J. Tlion!urn, J. Pattenson anti C.
Moses seere electeti nese managers. Tbe hBoardi of Managcmentivere
oudenedtetaprocceetdt toltia nmanse, nostotaexceed nt tcost $2,000,
anti vhateven [e lad chuncl is sortli.

The annual meeting o! the congrei~ton o! Knox Chunch, Si.
Thonpas, wsat el.! last seek. Tht reports front the varueus depant.
mlents ofebaurcli wonk showeet the ciîunch ta lie in a lourishing con.
dition. Mn. J. 'McCrone, treasunen for the ciuucb, readth le affluaI
stateaient, showing chat the total receipîs fair the year seere $4,364.-
48. wvith a balance on han.! on januar>' i. îSS9 ru! S3 I3-9S. a total of
$4,678-46. Thue toual cxlîendin une for uSSi) cas $4.558. isu, leaving a
balance on hand! January z.s,390.Of o$1t20.35 Tlîe treasutr's ne

p rtu the Salîbath teituol showed a blaance on hanti at last neport
<if SiGo0 74 :eceipts ta January, uSoo, $285 go. miking a tata! cf
$44.4- isbuirstients durîng 1889 $327 SS. having a lialance
an han.!ofaiSi 19.56- The repiort o! tlic treasurer af the Ladies S m-
cuet>' shived the reccîptu ta bc, inclutitn, balance on han.!, $790.25;
expenultures, $52540. leaving a balance on bannI o! $264-85. Nuits
lier of baptisais tiunng [lie year, chldren mine, adaîts seventeen, total
tseen[y-six. Addition taeinembtrship. coq. wtlidrawals b>' cetîi
cate anti death, suxty fie; net gain, fort>' twa ; tata! uemieship
i close o! uSS6, 580 ; totai membenshîp atiîprest\6iS. Duunng

iS89 [seent>' une seho anited wiseîth[le clurch te (roisa the " nda
school. The repîort refeiredt t the lots thec chatch ha.! t,9aine.!
through removal by tieath a! saute o! the oldest anti most esteemeti
members, andt thîe s)rroce feit ah the intelli-ence of the dcath ai
their former lîloveil ilattor, Rcv. Dr. Aichîbai. Upon ballot tht
following church offimers ceere declareti electe3 ; D. M. rait, E.
Rowlandi, J. R. Campbell, A. NlcPhertont, anti J. 13. Davitison.
Mn. 'McCrane wsa unanumously eeîected chunch secretary anti
treasuner. Mesrs. A. McCimmon au.! joseph Mickleborougb wcee
clecitti auditors.

The annual congregational meeting ni Knox Church, Regina, ceas
bel.! ecenti>' . P. Lamant, chairman afI Managers, accupueti
[lie chair. Reports cere presenitelfrnint[li varsous organizatiant
connecte.! cith the chuncb, and (nom these sec galher the follavzîng
intresting acts ; The repart a! the session, ater tauchmng upin the
dstaliilsty unuler sehicli [le session ha.) laboure.! n consequence o!
the seant a! a ncguar moticrator, an,) lots of! M. Pistes, lis Clerc,
expresse.! its sense o! Obligation ta the Rev. N. Taylor, ils ntcnîm
moderatar, andi devout gratitude ta tht Lard for [lie proofs o! the
congnegatian's spiritual groseuh, as cvidencet b>' the additions ta uis
membcrsbmp a! tsecnty-two by certuîcate anti thinteen liy prafession,
as compare.! svtl six anti six espcîîvety daninZ the prccedîng yean,
an.! a inaketdinerease ai attenîtance a; prayen meeting, especmaily
duncn the irauful ramnsistration o! M. Russell Iast summer. Il te.
pnutci a nominal menubcrshîp o! tôt, svtl average attendance ai
sevent>', at quarucîl>' ispcnçations o! communion, alsa tvefty-onue
baptisais. Tht report af the lan.I a!f Managers andi treasuren showed
the finances a! the cliarch ta lci n a most satsfatany condition. De
ides paving cornent expenses anti a salary ai $2ho o rananst, anti

at the rate a! $uaoa per yean for pastoral supply, ri gallery wsa
enecteni if the chaci witli a sca[in.Z cauacit>' of nineuy, anti the church
lcaneti andi repaire.! ah a cost af S65oa; alto a payment ai $400

matie on [lie churc's ticbt, svhicb s noce neduce.! ta $1,600. Ad.I ta
[bis the amoonsts me'iioncti in the reports o! the Ladies' Society,
Sunday sehool anti Mistionar>' Socicety, anti thettaa amoun;t rais-.!
by tht congregarian during tha year weil excteet $4,ooo. an increase
a! (al' anc-tirn. over the prevlaus ycar. The repart of th- Suda>'
sehool cas cpecially ;!ratifying. Average atteida:nc., 130, average
Collections, $4.71, total amaunt raîseti ior ail puio;rt, $445-04,
amount atte.! fan Suniay Schita)l IBaldin,7 Funtl, 5263.5',. Tlue
staff o! teachens nase numIaLns sixtecut. A soécrv cl"Kîng's Daugh
tes" ladt ben organize.! in connection wili the scho anti cas
doinga gnoalwori. A ehl.lrei's prayer mting batbeen canietian
wtlianarkedsucccsL E even mtmbers o!f the school ha.! aniteitb
the chancI turing: the yr. Tnt Liaies' Association reporte.! org:n-
izitinn Fcbruary :5. îSS9 Tht e wnats a)been divitdictiot
dîstuicts for tha viçitation aI sick anti srarugers. A, bazzan
hat lîcen bel., the proaee-IJs of w.'Iuc xrt-edcd $SOO. The l0uai
rectipts for the yean ceere $656, of che$ 35o liaitbcen donateti
ta the managers taassist in making paymcit -in the cbuncb dclii.
The report o! the missionanv socîcu>' referredt o its arganization anti
ceonk iar tht yea. The amount collecte.! for missions anti schernet
oi the chunch wsaSI 57 35. eng about nincty d-illars aiventasti yean's
collectiouns. The Young ?caple's Society' o! Christian Enticavour
alto instia a Iengtby report, slinwinig memýcrship ta bc fltynne, anti
the wark ta lbe pragrcs.%ing in a satistactory mannel. Aften the re-
ports ha.! been receiveti the clectian to fil fisc vacancies on the
Board ai M3nsagemenit cas precceedcd cith. The follacig ce
clecte.! * D. Maceat, A. L. Lunan, J. L MIcL Iau rC.o- andt
Robt. Martis. Mni. Lunaîs ceas clectd zecrtary anti11n. W. C.
Focler, Treasorcr. A motion ceas unanimously carrier) autborizing
the B3oard o! Managers ta pondisse tvelve lots betwcen Lamne andi
Cornwall streets, facing tise public square, as a site for chorcli,
mnanse andi Sonda>' sehool building, anti to pracce tisl year seth the
enetion thereon o! a brick mante a; a cost unitot excced l$3,coeo.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

Feb. ' ~ THE MINISTRY 0F JOHN. Luk32.

G 0A)EN TFxr. -Repunt ye ; for the kingdom of heaven is
at hasd.-MNatt. iii. 2.

iN~TRODUCTORY.

T'he New Testament sty% hit abaut the early years of John the
134ptist. Ih telis about lii [unit anud parentane, but its statements
cuncern tinr the first part of his fle, befure entering on bis public
ministry as the larbinger of the Ntesstili, lire summed up thus:
Tie cluilci grew and waxeJ >rong trn spart. and was in the descrt tilt
tilt thie day ut bis sluowing unto Ibracl. lts ninistry was cbielly ex.
ercisc i in the wilderness tiJwilea, the tlinly-settled region bordeting
on the Jordan and tire l)ead .iea.

1. John the Baptist's Preaching.-Jobn was specially lire.
parei furbeinuga preacluer of God's trutti. It 'vas the wonk ta which
hie ha.! been consecrated (front lu bâirh, flot îuy bis parentb oniy. for
hc wab specàally cilte.! uf G M. . its training in the desert 'tcre
hc ha.! cominu.ned with Gi. lis Nar.nio VUWS, and) the liresence
of the lIuly Spiriteth binha.! ail tended tu rause him bigb abuve
ail worldly and! s iun.!,l trun ivt:s Ilt,. wasthie vutce of une ctying ini
the uvl.liness wth ailt te eainestness and! fervuur of the former pro.
phets. lIc dia flot address the people of that day in sweet and
courtly phrases. lie did flot seck ta win the favour of bis hearers
by iatopbesying smooth tliings ta thein. lie spolce in the tanc af
ane wbo is thoroughly in earnest, and bce spoke God's message. le
wvas a fearless man. le as as ready ta nebuke sin in lierod's pal-
ace as bc ivas [o tell the nueanest sinner to repent. The preacbing af
John roused generai attention. l'copie fromt aff quarters ai Judea
crowded ta hear him, and! many wcre îleeply impressedl by wbat hc
said. l'he subject ai Jobn's preacbing was repentance-sorrow for,
cunfessîng and forsalcîng of sin. The baptism. of Jahnt was a symbol
of the soul's purification resulting fronts the frgivenesaf sin. He
uiei strong laueguage, clling aut, 1' 0 gencration af vpers "~-Je-
scendants af Sucriaus serpents. And! yct it would bce difficuit ta
fint warîls [bat coul.! adcdîuately describe the truc nature ci sin. It
is a deadly poison %bat destnoys the soul's flue. It malces people
cruel and! treacherous, an.! exercises a benumbing etect on tire con-
sciece. Startling language is otten ntede.! ta arause the sinner toaa
sente a! bis danger. 'For the sinner there is wratb ta caime. fioam
wbich, if he wauld escape, hc must fle. Repentance is the first
ýtep. ýVhere tbis repentance is genurine jr will produce apprapriate
fruits in the liue. Ta this he earnestly cxhants bis hearers. Nothing
but this will answer. It was of no use ta tbem a toast of beiag
descended front Abrahamn if tbey did flot prafess Abraham's faitb and
render abedience ta Go.! as di.! the father of the faitbiul. Thee soares
iying around migbt as wcll dlaim ta bc Attrabami's chidren, if the
people wvbo truste.! in their relation ta Atiraham were living in sinful
disobedience oI Gods law. Tben Jahn tells.bis becarers that destruce.
tion is the end! af the unnepentant Siumer, just as the tre f[bat is
bewn dawn is fit anly for the ire.

IL. The Effect of Jobn's Preacing.-Many were deeply
mave.! by the warnings addressed ta tbemn by John. They asked
hîm in what manner they coul.! best gtve evtdence of theur repent.
ance. Worth clear insight bhe gaie anlvice suitatîle ta eacb case. Tbose
who ha.! the nians, howevcr humble tber lot, shoul.! help athers in
ilhcir need. If a neigbl>îur was in svsnt of clothes ar ico.! they
shoul.! relieve their diitresses, and thus show thesr gratitude for Godes
forgiveness ta their fellow men. T.) ihe publicans, that is, the tax
collectars hc said, " E-'xact na more than is appointe.! yau.' Ilence.
foth they were ta bc honest. A repentant man cannat cçntinue at hief. The soldierb were warned against the tins ta which tbey
were especially prone. In tbe discbarge of their duty tbry wele ta
lbc no langer cruel. 1« Do violence ta fia man. neithcr accuse any
man falseiy , an.! bc content with ynur wages." John natoly
pneacbed the doctrine ut repentance, but bc bure direct testimony ta
the Messmiah. Hnrpieacbed Christ. The people wonderrd who John
was. There was a general expectation that the Miýessiah was ta ap.
pear, and tome wondered if John might not bc the long-looked-lor
Savinur. Thaugh John wat iaithful in bis office, an.! bccause he
wai faithful, hc never desire.! ta app ar other than be was. There
was a tightier One near ai han. ,for wbom hc was unwortby ta
perfori even the humrblest servie.-to unloase the tbongs ai His
sandas,-who shoul.!, insteait nf baptising witb wvater. baptize

ib the IIoly Gbast andi with Etce. The Ilaptist uses stiking and!
impressive imagery ta express the spititual inuths hc wished ta teacb.
The Messiah was likene.! tn an hushandman svha winnawed with a
fan the wheat fromt the chaff. In like manner be wauld separate tire
gaod fram tbe hait. The gond grain waSstore.! in the baro, an.! the
useless ciraif burned. Sa the redeceme.! svuld bc gathere.! into the
heavenly inheritance, an.! the finally impenitrnt ivaul.! pcrisb in their
sins. Hicrod Antipas, who nolcIe.river Galileceand Perea, ha.!
wickedly entice.! away bis brather Pilip's %vite, an.! for this John
courageausly and ti tihully rebuket him.litere it is state.! that as a
crawning net a! wickcdness that he ha.! cast John ino prison.
lie svas confiti. in the farines; nut Machcrus, an the cash ai tFe
Dca.! Sca, where bc rem2ineti until, at the instigation aif1-Irodias,
he was beheadeti.

111, Ther Baptisicf Jesus.-Tbe :uap:%sm aof Jesswas tiffer-
ent from the baaîutsm af ail others wbo cime ta John. Far thei it
was tbe baptism of repentance. Christ coutl fot repent, for lie wasaboltely sinlesL. In Ilis case it wa.s an ootward symbol cf Hîs con-
secratian ta lits Me\Issiantc work, andi as a fulfilment af ail nîghteous-
nets. It was cxcmplarv. For only tbroagh the ratcway of repent-
ancec cn %wc enter the kungdao ai caven. Sa bîprîtsis the ap.
pointe.! ardinance for entrance unta the fellawship of tbe visible
Cbturch. To thîs otdinance Jetas subinitteti, an.! white lie was
praying, in baddy ahanc l.ke a davc, the 1lInly Spirit dcscended upon
Ilimai andi the manifestation was accompanied bly a voic: distînctly
auJible, sayîng, *1 lhou art My helavegl Son ; in Tbte 1 am weil
pleas. " The minnstry of jesus Christ tramn it% beganninR ta its close
met with the divine appraval. On the occasion o!fuis baptisai,
when enîcring an the work of publicly unfolding the trutb of Goti, if
is supernaturally atteste.! by the symbol ut the dovc an.! by the voice
expressive of the divine approval. Wbecn jesus, accouapaniedl by His
disciples. Peter, raines ani John. was an the Mounit cf Transfigura.
tion. ami,) a.e glaniaus th:ngs scen andi beard, the divine voice once
more utcredth te words of G.xlVs approvai ni lits beloveti Son. and
the command w s a dcd, " licar ye Ilita." This was the fulfiliecnt
ai the jîrophetue seards cf Itaiah, rcarde.! in the itrty.seeoocI chap.
ter, ani aisa cf the second Psalm, Ilear Mui. lie speals as one
having authority, and nfot as tbe Scribes.

IIRACTICAL SUGGFMSI0\*S.

For cvcry sinner Goas umaediatc message us repent.

Repentance most bc evidenceti by ts appropriaite fnuus,-obcdu.
ence [o God's boly aili.

A piaus ancesry cvi lot beneit an unrepentant sionnr.

John was God's faitbful ministcr, >et he suffcred maitrydons for
bis fithfulness.


