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happily wide-spread iii l3ritaiu, reaelied Newfotitidiand, axîd was ex-
prcssed in nets oppression directcd agahîst, the adberents of' the Roman
Catholie faitlî, oit whieb, as Protestants, we now look back %vih shame
and sorrow. For niauy ycars previous to titis date, en-igrants front
Ireland liad been aînniiaily arriving iu cousiderabie unilers. They
iverc attraet cd, in part, by the news of good wages tu be earned lu the
fislieries, aud partly by the hope of eseaping froin the operatioîî of por-
sectiig iaws at home. But as their nitmbers inereascd tltcY found
them.qeives a proseribed sect-intctrdictcdl in the exereise of their modes
of worship ami suhjcîcd to civil disabiiies for thc crime of heing
'Romau Catiiolies. Tlite elebration of mnass was forbidden, and iu
cases wvherc à w'as disco%.ered iliat the ovuer of a bouse or store iîad
permitted its celebration, lie wvas heaviiy fincd and thc building wvas
buruit dowvu or otlîerwise <lcstroyed. Stili, in spite of these perseettng
ermelments and iii ihe leell of proclamations issueil to restriet immi-
grationi front Irelaud, great numbers continued to seek a happier home
iii Newfotindland; zind pricsts, iu disguisc, risked ail dangers (o foilow
the audherents of ilîcir fitb svitlî the consolations of' ileir religion, in
the land to wvliclî îhey had remnoved. Anîd yet unc votild imaffine
there wvas theu lit;ie to im~ite ait emigrant to ciîoose tic island for a
home. Tite iaws prolîibited ail proprietorship in tic soul, and ouly
ahiowed persous cnîpioyed iu the flbcry to occupy such a portion of* he
shore as was necessary in earryiug on tbeir occupation. Inch by inch,
howcv cm, the people managcd to get possession of smali portions of land
and enclose tlîem. lu sonie cases the special license of' the Governor
was oblained for such a stcp, and in others, tlic royal prerogative wvas
ignored, and occupation of a scrap) of land for tic site of a house or as
a garden, wvas scured on the Ilsqîîating" prineipie. Graîduaiiy too
the power of tle fisliing admirais feul into abeyaiîce, and flhc adminis-
tration of.insUce, iii sticb cases as camne withiii theiir jurisdiction. wvas
transfcrrcd to thc commnanders of' the Kin.,'s sitips, who cainc to the
islaîîd iii t le suimmer seasou. "TI'Cese coiadr ec' dfouthe
Governor the tiUe of Sari ogate, a naine '.well knoiva in Newfouadblnd
as designating a person dcptcd by the Governor to aet in bis stcad in
the outports." (1ele' listory.) In 1785, tbe population of St.
John's liad inccised to 1,600> raff that of tlic whoic island did flot ex-
Cced 10,000. Tite bouses in the capital wvere, for thc n'iost part, of the
poorest and mnaest description, huddied together on narrowv strips of
groiud, the precarions tenure of whicli liad been reiuetntly -granted
by sorte Govemnor; or perhaps tbey were hast iiy mun up by sitLll ini
the w'intcr seasLn, during the absence of the Governor, for as yet no
Go% criior condesccuded to spend tic %vintcr in ti ic outntry, cadi taking
bis departure ia November anu rewtring in Jiiiy or August, the people
beiug lcft witiout auy administmator of justice during the intervai.
At lengtli, in 1 7î 2, au Act of the British Parliamnen instituted a
Supreine Court of Juidicaîture for the Island, aîîd Chie? Justice Riceves,
a vcry able nian, received the first îippointmnent f'roni His 'Majcsty, tO
preside over tltisCoturt. Titus slowiy and reluetantly wîis t1e lGovcrn-
ment of Great Britain induccd to cxtcnd to Newfotmndland Uic privi-


