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the young fibres get hold of the new
ground, which. at this peviod of the year,
they do with no sensible detriment to the
growth of the plant. Iu setting out trees,
moto especinlly evergreens, the common
practice of plauting deep is very repre-
hensible. In their primitive ahodes. we
find the roots which sustain the plants
fecding near the surfuce; and, although
many trees have large tap roots descend-
ing vertically into the sub-soil, we must
regard these more a8 a provision of natare
for keeping the plant steady, while it re-
ceives its pabulum of nourishment through
the wmedium of the small fibires of the ho-
rizontal roots. We can schlom go wrong
it we copy naturce correctly. And in
planting evergreens, with a view to suc-
cess. we prefer planting no decper than
we find them in the forests. To secure
them against the effects of otorms, the
office of the tap root is best supplied by
a quantity of stenes placed around the
tree and over the horizontal roots, the
stones cant be removed when the plauts
are sufficiently established. We should
also remember that stones perforin very
important oflices in the economy of vege-
table life. We often sce gigantic trees
growing upon the surface of rocks, which
we term Dbarren, although they are sus-
taining somie of the most vigorous speci-
mens of the vegetable kingdom. It s
been found that the roots of trees have the
power of decomposing the constituents of
rocks which resist the action of the strong-
cst acids, which shows that by the action
of their vital functions, plants can gather
part of their inorganic constituents from
substances which we would suppose utter-
ly inert, and iznorantly term barren.—
Independent of the chemical virtues con-
tained in rocks, the simplest student of
nature kuows that they exercise very
beneficial mechanical cflects on vegeta-
tion ; the heat which they acquire during
the day, winle protecting the tender roots
of plants from the direct influence of a
seorching sun, is freely given out at night
to preserve a uniform temperature, and
protect the vital organs of the roots from
the chilling influcnce of the night air.—
Though we mention these facts in con
neetion with trees, they apply equally to
all plants, and we believe that as “nothing
was created in vain,” if Stones were equal-
Iy distributed over the ea-th’s surface
there would be superalnndince in sup-
plyiug the wants. of man.

Praroan’s SerreExts’ Ec6s—The
white powder forming the ¢ is sulpho-
cyanide of mercury, g Cy $2. Mr.
Carpenter by analysis has found one to
vield 649 per cent. of wmercury; one
seventh of the mercury was volatilized by
burning.  Specific gravity of the serpent
= 0-069. .

Agriciltural Societies,

ABSTRACT R REPORTS. §r. OF
AGCRICULTURAL SOCIETIES.

DIGBY COUNTY.

CLARE AGRICULTURAL SOCIRTY.

The Clare Agricnlmml Society met
agreeably to the terms of the act, on
Tucsday the Hth of December, A. F.
Comean in the chair, and Ambrose Bour-
neot, Secretary.  The annual report of
the Board of Management was read and
adopted. The office-bearers for the en-
suing year are as follows:—President,
A. T, Comeau; Fice-President, Amhrose
Comeau; Secretary, A. M Comeans;
Treasurer, A. F. Comeau.  Directors:
Awmbrose Bourncot, Peter Belvoux, Us-
tache Comean, Augustin J. Comean, and
Peter F. Comean, .

The Treasurer’s accounts were audited
and reported correct, which are as follows :

Cash on hand from last year S6.4 40

Grant from government for 18G4 114 QO
Subscriptions for 1865 - < - G4 00
Received for goods sold - - - 162 46
Grant from Government for 1865 128 00

$532 86

Lxpended.

For farming implements - - S121 44
Grass Seed” - - - - - - T4 25
Freight, $2.25, duty S12.42 - - 14 67

Secy’s salary, $4, postages 50cts -~ 4 50
Cashonhand - - - - - -31800
5532 86

At the December meeting it was dis-
cussed the manner in which to expend
the balance in hand, and it was unani-
mously agreed that it should be expended
rather in the improvement of stock. seed,
and farming implements, than in holding
an Exhibition for the current year.

The crops in this district were very
poor with the eaception of hay, wlich
was athout twenty-five per cent. better
than last year. Potatoes were exceeding-
ly poor, and very inferior in quality.
Grain in general was good in straw, but
light in the head-  Roots about an
average crop.  Fruit good.

A. T. Coueav, President.
A. M. Coxuan, Secretary.

HANTS COUNTY.
WINDSOR AGRICULTURAY SOCIETY.

Windsor, 15th December, 1865.

I herewith enclose the Treasurer's ac-
count, showing the amount received and
stms appropriated and paid by the Wind-
sar Agricultural Snciety in the present
vear. Also, o list of prizes awarded at
the catile show-in October last; with the

names of successful competitors. T am
v instrneted by the President, oflicers, and
"directors of the society, to state that im-
, proved appearance of cultivated fields,
systematic draining, and persevering ap-
plication to the acumulation, cconomizing
and application of manure from all
sources within their veach, and inereas-
ed care and attention to the selection
of such animals of live stock for breeding
purposes, as will he most likely to pro-
duce stock best suited to the wants of
the couutry, clinte and markets taken
into consideration, afford cvidence that
the farmers of this district are cxerting
themselves to improve their circumstances
and make the best use of their ineans and
time. ‘T'he neat cattle of the district are
believed tc he in no way inferior to those
of any other part of the province of the
same extent, and the present system of
management gives promise of improve-
ment.

Sheep ave generaliy good ; some flocks
are thought to be nearly up to the stan-
dard, these would he most profitable for
the wauts and markets of the districts
careful management and judicious intro-
duction of new hicod are most essential
in keeping up this description of stock
and making them profitable.

Pigs are good, and comprise some of
most approved breeds, and the locality
heing considered more adapted to grow-
ing neat eattle and sheep, and more at-
tention being given to the cultivation of
grass than graip, very little pork is made
for market.

‘The crop of the last season was a good
average one ; good upland fields and” the
best qualities of dyked marsh were better
than usual, while there was a partial fail-
we on the inferior quality of dyked
marsh, owing to the excess of moisture in
the spring, and in some places 2 consider-
able destruction by grasshopper.

The very general failure of wheat in
18G4 prevented the sowing of anything
like the usual quantity this ycar. Where
sown the crop was fair aud very slightly
(injured by the fly. Some very fine win-
ter wheat was grown in the neighborhood,
which has been an inducement to several
farmers to give it a trial and a consider-
abie quantity has been put in the ground
this autumn.

Oats are but a middling crop and did
not come up to what they promised; in
July the greater part of the late crop
was rusted in straw and gave a light vield
on the threshing floor; oats sown hefore
the 25th of May were well filled and a
heavy crop.

The crop of barley was probably the
best ever grown in the district. More
than the usual quantity was sown, and
the yield almost invariably good, while
the graint was superior in quality.

Buckwheat and Indian corn not exten-
sively grown, but where either was put
in the returns Were good.




