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AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION.

To the Eiitor Journal of Agriculture :

_ Desi Sir,—The subject of agricultural
education, in a practical and systematic
- form, i3 at present attvacling <onsiderable

attertion_from *hoss iaterosted in tho

advanceme:it of our farming inferests;

and from educationists in different see-
tions of our Province. Thisis a step in
the right direction, and, if the very tough
problem of how to float a scheme frr the
extension of « higher agricultural col-
legiate education can be solved by having
the subject thoroughly ventilated through
the public press, a service will bo ren-
dered the country that will be without a
parallel in the educational unnals of Nova
Scotia, within the last decade.

A few months ago the subject was
agitated by a progressive cducationist,
in one of our lreal papers, and occasioned
an amount of comment and discussivn
from various quarters. Butb this, like all
previous attemipts in the same divection,
was unfruaitful of the zood results which
were so 2arnestly advocated, and which
were so heartily encored by a large num-
ber of men interested in this connection.
It ina matter of regret that the oppor-
tunity of striking the ivon while it was hot
was not availed of and means taken for the
establishing of a college for the purpose of
improving the ideas and adding to the
scientific knowledgo ot that class of our
people who deserve muach more in the
way of education in the particular pursuit
that ocenpies their attention, than any
other closs of our people.  The solid
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advantage, both national and iudividual, ‘

that would accrue from such a course
can scarcely Lo estimated by the most
zoalous enthusiast. It is sufficient to
study the progress of agricultural colleges
in Ameriea, aud to look clusely iatv the
results that have been

therselves of the opportunities affurded
by these colleges of prucuring a thurvugh
training in those Lranches that are sought
to be inculeated in tho students mind, to
enable one to be satisfied of the import-
aunce and necessity of haviug similar
mstitutions wherever the scivnee of farm-
g can be counted among the leading
industries of a country. The results
have in all cases been so satisfactory and
the consummation of those plaus, which
was so ardently looked for by the pro-
moters of these enterprises, been su com-
pletely realized, that it is a matter of
surprise that the people of our province
have not awakened from the lethargy in
which they have been enconnassed for so
many years, and followed in the foot
steps of those other States that ha o been
so largely benefitted by the founding of
such institutions within theiv limits.
The necessity of such a college is mani-
fest on every hand,  Let any one at all
conversant with scientific agricultare who
desires to become personally convinced
of the trathfulness of the above, take the
surest way to make their convictions a
certainty, by taking a trip to any scction
of our province and making it a special
point to examine closely into the ways

X have s0 houestly |
achieved, By thess whe bawe seallow

longer hesitate to take the affirmative
side on an argamenbt concerning the
necessity of having an agricultural col-
lege in Nova Scotin. In ths present
days of progress * knowledge is power”
in farming as well as in every other in-
dustry, and the man that best undesstands
hus bustnesg, koth.theoretically and Prace
tically, will be the one to take a front
seat in the particnlar department in
which he may be engaged.

In view of these things, it behooves our
fatmers to serivusly consider whether it
would not be decidedly to theiv advant-
age to advauce the interests of this all
importaut question by doing all within
their power to endeavor to bring about
thuse 1esults that are so anxiously locked
fur by all interested partics.  The histeric
rewsuns *“why" wo ought to keep pace
with other countries in theacceptation of
the more enlightened ways and means of
bringing about an improvement in the
condition of our agricultural population,
are so obvious and reasonable as not to
necessitate special enumeration, for every
one knows that our provinee, as a whole,
is alermingly behind in fmproved farm-
ing ncthods of those other countries and
States that have had tho veil of ancient
bigotry lifted from (keir eyes, and om-
braced with an enterprising spirit all the
latest improvements in agricultural edu-
cation that have heen so numerously
invented within the last quarter of a
century.  When we take into considera-
tion that upwards of 150,000 of our
inhabitants are engaged in farming pur-

and means of the farming inhabitants of | suits, the importance of the subject be-
that district, and I think they would no ' comes at once apparent, not only to the



