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The former wvould m-ake us doubt the credentials of our Lord's
divinity, and the supernatural nature of the chur-ch ; the latter
wvould make us suspicious of the record whichi contains themn.
There has been a sad tendency to inijiize ail that savors of the
supernatural and iniraculous iii the word of God, and leave the
Christian's heart, like, Mary's, to exclainm: 1'They have taken away
my Lord and 1 knowv fot wliere they have laià irin." There is no
reason to fear that fair criticisiîn iili underniine the eternal truth
of God's word. The divinity of Jesus Christ will for ever shine in
its pages in ail its light and beauty, and i ail the strengthl of its
life giving and attractive powver, like the, sun in the hieavens above
us. On this truth, this eternal Rock, the Saviour lias bujît, His
church, and ail the hosts of eartlî or liell wvil1 not prevail against it.

A churcli, founded upon Christ, buiît by Christ, and enduring as
Christ, is wvorth entering, worth living for, worthi dyingy for. A
churchi with an antiquity surpassing ail earthly kingdonis, a history
unique arnong the histories of the earth, and a roll of princes with
God and heroes of faith, whichi out-shines the greatest and înost
valorous of the world, is worthy the lbornage of our hearts and the
service of our bauds. Bretbiren, have we beconie niemibers of this
churcli? Are wve livingr stones buit on this divine foundation?
Have we, like Peter, believed in the beart and confessed witbi the
miouth that Jesus is the Christ the son of the living God ? And as
inembers of this one and only true chiurchi are we drawving others to
unite wîth it? or are the irregularties and inconsistencies of our
lives a znockery of our profession, so that people say, "«If these are
the kind of memnbers that niake a churcli I don't want to belong to
it.-" Brethren, let us reineînber we are stones of witness to the
workld What is the testirnony we bear ? God grant that we rnay
be living stones cut and poL.'ahed by the spirit and radiant with the
holiness of our God.

"<The clîurch's one foundatioîî
Is Jesus Christ ber Lord;
She is his new creation
]3y water and the word.
'Mid toil and tribulation
And tumuit of lier war,
She wits the conzummation
0f peace for evermore."
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