
PLEASANT HOURS.'

Ia cre force coin titionTHE skylark, wbeu, tho den-s of unora which niow charactorizes ail sorts oî btsi-tsr remulous on flower alàid lr 118 nee Ibt by the tinse the r wnyfv'sAri[ violaIfs rou.nd hi. 1.. e . e retetyf
Xh~Ieir frugraiice ou, the &arlyga,

soiei~ ufl Iflipeýaj'l ins wiings,
BýnoSant with joay, aid soaxs and as$5.

lHe reste flot on tiie ieafy spray
Teo warhle his extiltiisg laýý
lint high above thr nirniieliud
Mouits in triuîuipiiîaîît fi-teJoi [)rond,A nd sweils wlîeîî Ilarest to the sky
i notes Of swrtte ecstasy.

Thus, Msy Creator !thus the more
MY spirit'm wing to, thee eaun soar,
lThe mobre she triatuphe tu beioid'
Thy love i Il ail thy works uinfoli,
And bide lier hymu of rapture be
M~osti glad wheu rising moet to thee 1
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WHAT TO READ AND 110W TO
READ.

W~T books should our boys rend
Ta sa wide question. There nre quan-tities of ellariiiiii« books îîowadaty4 w ich

4' Publishied on pu"rpose for yoong peo-
fltý any of wiîichliare both deligbtfuiahtl instructive. Dear nId 4 "Torr Brown

Rot fugby," for instance, is elle of thle Lest
ffrIends and companions for any boy.I4u should. fot advise a boy to depeîîdlbpou this clasS of literature. I beli,,, in

péeio for profit as Weil as for pleasure,1ad the, best results wili hoý obtained by
CiItvaig an acquaiîinauce witib generai

I1rbgsh literatus, e.
'lre are tlîree sorts of boys in tinsXorld :thOSe witlî a healtlîy fPIpetite for

tgood Whole$on]î. readîii wlîiel tlîcy taketo as flatîraily astiiy do' to beefsteak andPotatoeis ; and those a io beeaîise of varn-
O0l Cirntan<,es have not bleen tilliowîïWlincht with books and who tlîiik that th~do net like to read, tbough tiioy really do'0'% kilo- whether they do or riot; and

i81 y tioSe whoSe taste bas becoineIt ate by readîing the traýslIy, exciting,Chea» literature wlicii lils iinîîidated tho
countbry like a fi)OodI, until <tler books
Sýeom Atale and flat to tiîem. 1Now tlîlsarticle is chielly for the two latter sorts ofboys, alld for tIlle lest mleut iolld 1ie aul
Pftrticuîarly soriry, because tîey lire riotve"ry weîî il, their miuds, aud 1 wouidle

tocure thein if I couid 1 wish 1 coulîlMfake eveiY b, o restn Oicsaî

readin,, a ond bi.h tiie cie sîoîi L
sure that olîatever else iliglît fail Ilulitntho Way of eîrtiîiy joyu, lie woulII ho ui"n 'Ie great liappiess and Co N, U n. ý

lîlswlito are iii1 colînis p aichlarîy
*0e o Iiltiv,%te the hab1Ui f re H1,týiIp, Le-Cittse tfley are alît to leave Seto arly,alla if they are flot careful they will Le-

eYw- au for noth 14g el,", and by tietirne titey arn fift 7 Lhey wii ho in thé con-
ditiOn of a poor man Whoun 1 once knew,who, broken in healtb, but with miore
money titan ho couid use, stil1 dragged
hiinsolf daily te business Anid weTtt onmakiîsg more, beosuse, as lie pitîfuliy ne-
marked, hoe did flot know what else to do,.nIgBt," gays -iY business boy, wiin works4

nihaduriflg tlic busy seasmon ulid whiodoesn't lik readling, " 1do you suppose that
I oould atudy English literature i"

Certainly 1 do. A boy who can spareon an average an hour a day for readiflg
will lie ab]e to read a good dealinu thecourse of thse year.

reaingBu," gays rny boy Who doeszs't likeadn,"I can't bear poetry."
WVheîs a boy fïays that to me 1Ilwytry him With " Horatius at the Bridge,"lor Terinyson's baiiad of " The Revente"'If he does nlot like either of those pôemýs«I

conclude that lhe is right in hia own esti-
Mate of bis taste ; but I nover met a boywlic did nlot like such poetry.

OBEY XlM TO-DAY..

"Nou uncle and auntie have gone for
their aleigli ride, we con sit dowxs bere bythe dining-roorn fire and kitake New Venr'.resolutions," said Myrtie Knapp, whe, witb
soveral of ber cousins, Nwss spending thehoiidays at tihe Kîîapp homestead lii the
country.

"If wo make fewer promises, ansd trustmore in the promîises God bas made, weshall find miore of blessing and lcss of dis-aî'pointineîtt aud faîlure," said a voice from.the deptIisi of ais easy chair.
" Dear nise, wlsat il flice little. preacli-

ment," said Rlpul, teasiîîgly.
01Ol, ain not preaciiiig," replied Alice.

"Iam realîng from. my new Hastings'
birtbdlay book. 1 do liko a bîrtlidlay bookgo much, and titis is f ull of practical, spiri.
tuai ideAs."

I wisls it was as easy to keep rusolu-tiens as to make thcrn,"I said Ed. "I1 wouldpromise to do overything that I kssow 1ought to do, without waitiîig to be toid."" The Lord does flot ask us toi promnise,resolve, covenant, and agree to obey Iiinîfor montiss to coule ; but ise asks us toobey birn to-day, and to trust Ii151i who isable te keep os fromi faligfo teghfor the fut ure." ilîgfo tegh
"That is your rsew book,1 too "
It is ; and it appiies to us at Ibis sun-ment, for tuaI invitation to tise l)aity at thevillage hotel this evening inust be ans-

wered."
" If we baid aiready resolvcd to obey Godto-day, wc should fiave to give up that

party," said Myrtie." Would it nt be bost 10 do so "
lthere will bc st.acks of funi," said Fd.«And we miiglii have Our frolic Ilîcro 10-niglit, and hegin to-îisorrow to Le gond(,"

added lZal1 dî.
«' ()f wliat will tise froic consist?-

Oit1, danîcinîg anîd caîd î day ing, riodouit; aud e;ttiîi g alld dinik i , Il.'
ÂTO-uay i, liî,t your Lest toue te, turns bGod; ilat tilîte lias forevs',r passt. It is îlottise l>est tilîte yoîs ever have suetîl but itl iste, lýest timîe you ever wl efrt-ale God's tiîiii." wl efrt-a

"Hastings' again 1teYes; but you know what the Bible
gays ? I

" Now is the accepted I une ; 110w is tiheday of salvation," said Strsie.
-Yes; and 'To-day harden flot yourisearts.' Supposing w.e cacb go away byourseives foi a liaîf-htiur and tilsiukover

bthe tuaIton of tise liarty, and eacii tonte our<lecisjol Oit a bit of 15111cr aud drop it mbittitis basketi. We wili gatiier here again aitten o'clock, and rend and counit the votes.",Aîtif taktiig IL croîtîb ian au brish, M t tie
llrocee(lei teo sut the negiecu cd break fasttalle ini rder; anîd e;icîtl or I lie giîlIsqîiickly
set lioerseif Co work about tfli ose' wile<nie oif thle boy s rielsislied file lites., sidotliers w erlt te sio velliiig sîsow in the yards.(Mie iry ('lie the ',lips were written anddl rîrlorl iii t'hIel basFkeýt, but tin word wasspoken. ilutil viih bte bsouso iit order ansdthe out-door cluores finished, they ail caile

together ag.in &round tho ch6ifui o"e
fireplace as the clock Ittruck. én"To go, or not to go, that is the ques;btion ?" said Raipli, elliptyiîg bhe contents
of the tiny basket in MNyrtie's lap.

" Aîsd we are ail in accord, as 1Isupposcd
we shotsld be, for file nays have il."

"Goo--d 1 -Now, sue, pIeuse write themost elogant note possible, declining withthaîks--tho hankg for courtesy."1
why, there is papa anîd Ibitîmusa!

Wýulîlaet couit Lllle tise sotterl" and tlîey ail
rusled nl upn lie porcli.

'Only we fouîîd. tuelic Ii se niuchfluer titan we expected tliuî we drove
around, iuvibiîsg a urby tn join uis, and
camîe Lack for Y(u il.l

ceIIo W fort uîtate0 t hse w ork i- al d n pOutdoors and inî 1" Isallo e p"And bow fortunate tisat we decl iued the
invitation bil that [sarty!I

" I arn glad it was doîse before suoe-tbing botter offered," eaid itaipi. And bis
fatiser repiied:-

" It is, aiways safe to do whub you knowto be rsglst,my boy ;and bliat is a gond les-son for you and your chi 0 5i to bako toyourselves tbis New Year's Day.
,"We put it in Ihis forn, oncle," saidAice, but it aunounts te the sanie tlîing:

'Obey him. to-day."'

A PEtu4ujq FU.L.-A gourd woutsd it,self rounsd a lof ty palîsi, au l in a fe i weekecliisbed to its very top). - low oid rîîayestthou be ?" asked tise îsowconîer. " Abouit
a iiundrod years," was the answer. "Abundred years, and no taller ! Oniy look:I have grown as tall as you it fewer daystisan yoîî can conx years." 1I kîîow tlt
weli," repiied the palm. "Every suloîsier
of rny life a gourd lias ciîuhed iii> round
me, as prend as thon, art, and as short-
lived as thon wiit be."

THE NEEDLE'S EYE.
THEREi is, îserbaps, îto passage of Scrip-

bure burne tiffilt of conulrelieusioîs to theYoung mind, under tie plesent ides of aneedIe,ý Iban the elle, 1'It is essier for acaîttel to go tliîough the eye of a neediethan for a rich lîsaî to enter into file kintg-
dont of God." MVien a SabbaIL-seboolscbolur, it wss, 10 ouîr îuind, impossible fora ricb mans to enîter liaveus, and iîsexpdi-cablle wlîy the noie fact tlîat a man is riclisbrmuid debar hiîrî front hicavels ; especiaiiy
wlien tise Lord gave Soloinon ruches audhornoun, so that in tisese, ie exceeded alother kiugs of the eartlî 1 ud after Job'safflictions, 

tioubied lus possessions, 
o that

hie was twice as rich as before, tisough ho-
fore ho bhad great riches, ansd possesossud n'as bhc greatest of a1 ile moeu of theEasb. The thrift and cconnnsy of the in-du-trimus suda waviug servanîts were ap-pt>'. d, wiie thte orie wiîo received, tiseost alent was reproved and puuisiied forhis slothfîîiîiessa;nd iiegict , and the onuetalenit was tbu frosît li n, and given bobte eue wio laid tise, te. talenîts, tîrjs in-creas ing ius riches, and id n îki i î illor-oditticuit for, liii,, toenolter thie kiîîgdoîîs of<Jod. Tlibese, O tile YOuLIgI aud actijvc îiindseekiîîg for kiloîv and a riglit under-stuîîili, of the seriptures, appoar to bc in-consistent anid irrecuncilale with tbe ideathat a rich mani cunîsot enîter bhc kingdoîîof God ; for it 18 certaîusy imfpossible for acaînel te, go thirough the eye of any needleof whîich the ordinary îsiîsd of tise presenttige lias any conîception. But the studebsof Oriiental literabure find that tbeî-e werein the cities of the Ea11st, especiaily in Jeru-Salemn, large gates, in whicb würe susali andvery iow aPertures, calied, rnetsphon)Iically,"ýneedhe's eys"just asa we taik of Win-dows on ablîr-board as " bulle ceyes."I Thoseoutrances ocetoo iîsrrow for a carnel topass tlînougi thisn in the ordiniary mnansmer,or evel if loaded. Wh'en a ioadcd camnelhad te pass tlsroîîgb one of tisese outrances
it kueit toins ut. ls load was reinoved, suadtheti it siiflieri tlnou'h onit li kîees.

"I saw t, auuo wuites Lady I)uff Gor-
don, 6'go tltroughýll the oye of a ileedie-

ttis thse io t, rchîdbd d onr of an iî icssu ne.Ile munst iltr- anîd bo' bis bead to creepir-brouglî, ;tîtu thrna tise rich uutn muet hum-
ble lsiuàbelL I

The Wr&ûpken, of 8&lbIûÈ 4i

J. XU7DONALD OXILEY-

Clivrrisnt IV.-" ALous AsmoNG S T5ANG»>

st"" eteil as thiugh lie liai beeoit"
at soîîîe, c tri le, anti tîsene w tt a sillky t lel
hiM voice that showed very plîiOlY. t rrosentel lthe appearasco of tise quesIlOlrT
hie v-eplicr,-

Oîîly a boy and a dog."
he other malt drew near and ils158 el-

Eic eio.,ely. P'rince at One Sprts. toi
foot, aiu takiîsg up lusi Positioni ietW eeir
uew-eouien aîitd bis y(,,b,,, naster, fiXed
big eye% upttn t110 fariner,, wlile hisCslnswed tlireateîsîugly, ansd a deeP 0
isuiet front betweei îlseîn. 005 li

Iwae hoe wonder that bte sagaci
titi's susspicions wero aroused, for sureirE?
before ltad hie oyez fallen ispon go80 ns 1
sPecimeu of humanity. The msan was. &w
hmore thas mnediumn height ; but bi iraw
ekiowcd great strengh, combinîed. witb! nu /
activity, anîd one glaîsce was BttffiCîeul' id
mark liiiii ount as a man with wlsons few otO
(tope. His countenasce, nattsrîlly U 08 y' d
been tis phaygrosund of the stroligosî to
coarset liassions tiiaI <legrade bumiliîtY a,iwas rendered et ii mîore hideous by the
bis left oye, whsich fiad beeui gouged Oust ;0Xdrioiî ken m,é1de, aud by a frightfui scar t'''m o
cletur trom temple to clîiis on ti. rigl5t~ si h
hie face. Througit tihe rernainiug oe 5eotd
vile nature of tise man foundl expresstefl'
its baleful glane, w boi fixsîd full uPll» js5Was sîunjy ai>pailing. ouo

ho ut, penlitps usure tlsan bo aly 0
4uttlity, Evii-iýye--fon su lus soid5aiPP
priately lliuk-uiamed him-owed bis ilil
alîîoug Iheîît; for lie wtss, in soine oÎ
gariled as a leader of bite bausd of wrooCk
wbichbhoth lie and Ben beloîîged.

l'vil-Eye lield in his righit haold
wlit,qe siiecî wuîs alreatiy dinsned hl
PiùOous stains.

-Weil," lie growi., pointing at JI ewas stariîîg at hlma speli-bount ivillih
aud dreadi, Il thtat secîns ta ho bbe
thons. Lotsi fisishs hin off. %We iluteil taiek§.-Ouit uf tbe way, yens brute."thie ifited bis cutiass as though to otnik '

luid " c ied B oen, spr ng lig for 11ami graspiîig Evii-Eye'is anti. ' Let tise
alone."l

" Let hlmn aliîe," roareel Xfvil.Eye
hdi-nible oasAî. -That, 1 svont.Lo
me, wiil you YI Ansd wreîsehing ilblîfr
by a trenienhus effort, ho swung teei
higli' over isis hucai andl rushud cuiou
defencehess boy, wlîOý w&s too terrr-stîoe
to move or ci-y out.But quick as lCvii-y' taOiOn5 l
becît, lucre was anothier prese whose 50
ilsitît wcne tjtieker t,L Witii a shsort, net
growi liko a distant roil af thunlder, Fnifl
Iauuchîed Isinseif foul at. bise ruli alis 5th~
Bis aini n'as uncrng, ani uttenly un-Prn'P"for go sulden au ouset, tise man roîîed' O
npon the saîsd, bte cutiaase lln
fromn hie tîsh alîs hanubu

Constent with haviîîg brought bil 0 t
ground, -Prinice did flot pursuc bis 5 d"i» 1 5 0-
funtsen, but sîneel oven thte prostt~
drel, wl> mialle iii att, hurt 10 move, le
flii ed<' aie t- l d rag lthe (losg Oi buîn.

But titis lieu- seoîîîed li n ii urry t o devitîcIl tiy enjoyeî itis assouiatO'8 . bde
duefetu, tand foit liti le syîuupathy for hie', IUi
itreselt pî-edicaiîîioîu 'ilin as hgi0fruintlIre grnwluug iluastite hie Younsg . b-
whol l Iai uuost fongoîteit is Owil i*
adiatontt>b for bis faithfil dog, a Sp

thofigt flasied sît, bis mmid. Hlinighîied, aud thene was a hîsIf-smile tP(5
ias, luuriîîg tu vl.'e wîso acarce ar
broatie les-t thiome gnoat hlaek jaws, 90 i

to is titroat, wotiiLt close tigbt upol t
said :

" Look here, Fvii-Eye. l'il take tise
off, on1101e condrition. ViJI you agrOeee

X'\'hat l islaI?" groasteel Evil.EwYe.
«WiViy, I've tunkeît a iasscy te this an~ ilbis dog, aisd oyant to keep tbOul for aanyway. Now,' if you'hl proiise 1550thYOîî'1 et tiein aioete onug as J waot b
l'ilget he oOf; but If yon won't ilet you have it out with hlm."

h'.vil ]iyc dil flot, ausa'r ait oc.Twist
bis heaI, lie look-tl anrîtid 10 500 if any Ot
of hi$ couii1 aiion4 wn,c lir-ar - huI ibere
not a soîs i n siglît, andi tise stnrîn was
ragiuîg.

Ail riglit, Ben, 1511 promise," hI b
SuIkilY ;sud then K crafty gt-arn caué,,
hi8 baiefîsl oye as hi,' adti-rlIl And Bay,'
wihl you give mne hall your ahar, of t


