PLEABANT

HOURS.

69 ¢

THE RESURRECTION.

LY MR-, M. Py CHI K,

VER the hills of Palestine
The flush of morning Y-rok+,
An tieht drow back her curtain,
At the day in beauty woko.

The scent of dowy blossoins
Fell on the air like balm,

TLv morning breozes awayed the trocs,
The olive, fig, and palm.

Th- scund of rustling lcaves was hear:]
Thr-ugh the vives upon the hill,
The twittering low of early birds,
By many a fount and rill,

\When slowly through tho garden,
With hearts oppressed with gloom,

TLey who the best had loved him,
Now sought the Masters tomb,

Laden with myrrh and spices,
They sought him whera he lay ;

An .uxiously they questioned
Who lhonls roll the atoos away.

But as they near the portal,
The door stands open wide,

For angels in the darkneas
Have rolled the stone aside.

And one appears before them,
In tho flush of morning light,

His brow is like tho sanbeams,
His robes are dazzling white.

Wby seek yo here the Master 1
He bas risen as he 2aid ;

The last great foo is conquered,
Aud Death himselt has fled,

Go, spread the jogful tidings !
Go, tell it far and wido ;

That the seal of death is broken,
And the stone is rolled aside.

As on that night of sorrow
Ro30 the resurrection morning
So to the darkest hour thers comee
The rosy flush of dawning.

Acnd where in storm and darkness
Stern rocks oppose our way,
Anpgels may riss to greet Ts,
1n the glorions light of day.

LETTER FROM MR. OROSBY.
Porr Siursoy, B.0,, Jan. 29, 18686.

I ax pleased to tell you that all the
Indisng bere have learned to look
forward with great pleasure to Christ-
mses. They csll it in their own langusge
the ¢ Great Sundsy.”

From February till November they
may wander here and there in search
of work or preparing their stores of
food, as the season comes, but before
Christmas they all gather home and
feel that they aro 2 united people with
comumon interests.

Por weeks a band of singers led by
Mis Xnight and Mr. Millan had been
preparing Christmas hymns, and ghortly
aiter midnight sot ont with Mr. Millan
through the village, which was illumi.
nsted the whole night, and after singing
in ten or twelve different places,
finished up at the mission-house about
four o'clock, when after partsking of
cofiee and biscuits they dispersed to
their homes to prepars for ths further
celebration of the dsy.

Soon after daylight the people in
grest compsanies came to shake hands
with us—the Fire Company, the Rifle
Brigade and the band, many of the
Band of Hope, with their blue ribbon
badges, and otherz.

At 11 am., the church was filled
with attentive hearers, while we
preached from Luke ii. 68, and the
choir, with Miss Knight at the organ,
mng some .of their Christmas hymns.
The rest of the day waa spemt in
visiting and tea partice.
Iam sorry to say that for the first
time in twelve yoars two or thres of

our people got liquur, aud this from
whito men. I bope they mny tw
l.uniuhe\l.

Sunday wus a good day. Our Suu-
day-school has becore a bLlewsed pla:
for tho childron. Two clussns are
taught in English, all tho rest in
I'simpshean by native teachers. Itis
pleasing to sec bhow intcrested tho
children are in learning Beripture
texts. For veraes recitea they receivo
tickets, with which some of the readers
of thu Preasaxt Houny kindly keep
vs supplicd, and when tickois repre-
senting two hundred verses are ob.
tained they are cxchanged for a pric~.

On Tuesdsy we had a Christma«
treo for the children.  About 150
assemblod in the gchool-bouse, and
had a merry play, diving for apples
aod bits of money, singing, and eating
bupe, while the tree was being made
ready.  Several of the local preachers
made very good speeches. There was a
present for overy one, not forgetting
the little sick boy lying &t home in
pain, and all went away very bappy.

Lhen the sick and aged had to be
remembered, and next duy asaled load of
rice, sugar, tes, and bread, and biscuite
weot through the village, and stopped
at every house whers there was a sick
one lying, or ono too feeb'e to join in
the general merry-making.

Abont Christmas a good deal of
time has always to be given to settling
the difficulties that huve arisen amurg
the people  They like to settle thess
all before the New Year, that they may
shake hands and begin the New Year
with good-will to each other.  Their
quarrels are almost invariably scttled
thus, with the advice of the missionary
and some of the wisest men, withoat
going to law, and thus much trouble
and hard feeling prevented.

Our watch-meeting was a time of
power. The church bell rang cut to
tell us a New Year had begun, we
joined in hymns of praise and hearty
hand shaking and good wishea. Next
morning early the people turned out in
aniform—the Fire Company in scarlet,
headed by tho braes band, unite with
the Temperance S dety in their regalia.
We open a clear course through the
house ; they enter at one door and pass
out at snother, while we station
curselves at convenient places to shake
hands with each opne as tbe stream
passea. A little later the Rifle
Brigade march vp with drum and fife,
snd after going through & display of
their maravres file through the house
as the other companies had done.
Drawn up into order outside, a word of
advico and encouragement is given
and they piss on. Thus bundreds
come to express their ‘good-will; the
women and children following their
fathers and brothers in their respactive
companies, After the march the rifle-
men engaged in a sham fight on the
beach, and tho young wmen played
football and all pasied off bappily.

The firat Sunday of the New Year
was & gosd day, and the following
Mondsy, at 7 am., we began a sies
of prayer-meetings, wbizh continued
through the week with much blesting.
Many would gather in the street
singing, and march to the place of
meeting.

Afonday evening s public meeting
was held in the school-house to elect &
new Councilk. It was opened and
closed with prsyer, asall such meetings
are, and a kindly spirit and good sense
prevailod.

‘Weo have had a mild winter ; a hittle

. ) |
snow !l Curistmuus woek v hich soon

Jivappearcd with rain.  Sic-« then i
has been cold, but nosnoew,  Not much
sickme8  Haveral little childien have
gone home to hivaven

THE GORDON MEMORIAL
FUND.

W mndo refervnce sowe tine sincd
to the propoeul to erect as & memorial
of that heroic Christian soldier—who
took 80 deep an interest in poor boys
—an wstitution for the education and
training of homeless Loys,

At a regulur meeting of the My b
odist Ministerial Assocuation of this
city, on resolution the cordisl approval
of the Asscciation was given to the
“Boys' and Girls' Gordon 'emorial
Fund,’ and the Ass.ciation also recom-
mended tho varicus Methodiat Sunday-
schoals of the city to take up a
collection of at "=ast one cent per
momber for this worthy object, all
monica to bo remitted to Mr. Jobhn
Macdonald, Wellington Street, who is
itho Canadian treasurer of the Fund.
Mayor Howland has received a letter
trom a little bay enclosing one dol'ar,
saved by himself and his litt'e sister,
in aid of the Gordon Memorial Relief,
on behalf of poor childres. This
shows how oven the children aie
wtereated in the caterprise.  Toe
fllowing have aleo been recaived:
Hon. S. H. Blake's Bibleclasy, 320;
St James OQathedral Sundsy-scho ],
10 1%; Northern M stholdist Caurch
Sunday-echool, §1030; S:. Androws
Qaurch, Guelph, $2. Mr. 1L J. Ciatk,
the indefatigable superintendent of
Church Sireet Congregational Sunday-
tchool, will shortly givo an entertsia-
ment on behalt of the same object
We hope that very many of our schools
will have & share in this good work at
loast to the extent of one cemt per
scholar.

There are four aspects of the Home
Scheme:

1. The helping boys and girls in
existing institations.

2. Tho sending of convalescent and
weakly cbildren o seaside and other
heslthful places.

3. Tho assisting of boys and girls to
emigrate,

4. The fund to be called the  Boya’
and Girls’ Gordon Memorial Fund,”
the character of which is yet to be
determined.

It is for this latter fund that the
Csnadian appeal is being made.

Weo have no suthority for msking
the statement, yet it is poseiblo that if
the Canadizn achools and peopls will
generously respond to the sppeal, that
this memorial might in some measure
iake a Canadian form, which would
doultless be as guitable as any other.

The foliowing letter has been re-
ceived by W. H. Howland, Esq,
Mayor of Toronto, and shows the
interest felt by even very liitle lads.

Daar Sir,~We have ncticed in the
paper that you receive contributions
tor the Gordon Memorial Relief Fund.
Pleaso find enclosed &1, saved by my
little sister and myself, to be sent to
poor children.  Please let mo know if
you receive it,

Hazry V. S. Howxes,

Luckreow, Ont.

My little boy, four yoara old, eaid
to me: * Mamms, what is tho name
of that town on tho loft hand of Ged,
whero the wicked peoplr go? I can’t
think.”

THE EASTER (1LY

Y OTRN, CTARAD TN ATEN

ST HEUUAH ail the wiuter hally
& Thure wie y prew s iy,
From stvsh LUl thrust atane the tn 1,
To so:t exjav din, haf,
Thongh & aut the ~utanine thatat f't,
Long a<the dsys wet. toel,

Wo koew a ! wvely Lleasom
Was hil w.tho s oem,
Aund that 1ts ooe grrea caly 1-sheatk
1ud tendwly entold
A sowewhate fluwer, opon whese hresat
Woald «lite a dusg of sold.

We watched, 1nd, ah, we waited,
1t ses mind 35 s nR belated ;
We gave 1t iree iy hictit aet dnnk,
Lhongh tiled v 1°h fear aud dontt,
Would cver that geoen prison barst
Aud Irt 1ta captive vut !

Bebold, on Easter mroing,
Wit! L. aaascal waotng,
Oar hily steo {10 pethiet blww,
All gloncualy white !
And thaos our sjaestion Lsd eeply 5
Our Joule tecame de.gut.

Out fromats fulde  prison
We felt it Lad anven
To prove to Ls Life 8 nartowing 1 oauds
Will buossons ard unclose,
Until the svnl s fr- vl and far,
A Chrint hinuself ar ea

BEGINXNINGS OF EVIL.

Saipal .y to his mother one day,
“Qur 00l 18 & drafal place,
mother. 1 don't believe theie is a boy
1n the wnhole gchool sho dces not use
bad words."—¢ My son,” exclaimed tho
astonished mother, “not onel Whero
18 my boy 1"—* No, not one; evea I
2ametimes aay words that I know are
wropg It's 80 catching, wother, and
you're surprised into 1. before you
think. I wish you coul. help me do
something about it” Bh promised to
help him firat to set & wa :a over hus
own lips, and then she exc.ursged him
to speak to the boys, and try to get ap
a sentiment in echool against the
praciioe. She realized the impertaics
of this, a8 every good mother maust.
And she was ro* arded—in her own
boy, at least, fo- ge grew up to be a
noble, pure, geod man, obe of tho very
best, and ono who did a great deai
toward helping others out of the wrong
path into the right one.

Most Loys do piv consider the
fearful tendency of this bad habit,
fmpurity of specch leads directly to
unpore :deas, unhallowed desires snd
secret sins. The heart becomes like
the chamber of imsgery deecribed by
the prophet Ezokiel—*fuli of every
unclean thing “—snd by and by, when
the boy has grown to bo a map, how
casy is the pathway to aciual vice!

A great aeal of horribie wickedncae
is committed nowadsys, but where did
1t have its beginmcg? The mighty
rivor at ita wource 13 only a tiny
spring; the raging, deetructive fire
was at fint but a little spark; o
wickedness which appalis us by iw
terriblo charscter and magnitude hss
1t8 hittle beginning in the echool-room,
on the atreet, in the boy's heart.

Boys, boware of the beginning of
thig in! Ask God for a clean heart,
let your lips be pure snd every action
as whito 58 the anow. Then you will
help to parify socisty. Ervery upright,
pure man and woman helps to build up
a golid barricr against vice and crime.
Blesacd are the pure in hoart . for they
shall ses God.— Forward.

Waes you are paized by an unkind
word or decd, ask yourself if you have |
pot deno tho samne many tiwmes.
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