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but wlîich are so diflcult' te describe or
recall. Here is bis diagnosis of one: "Allal
once a conviction lashes lhroz,"h is ilhat
-ive have been in ite sanie precise circuzm-
stances as ai ite j5reseni, once or nan), timies
beJo;-e. Everyonie 'vas interested in this
and especially the irrepressible John. "H-e
knew aIt about it; lie liad just lighted a
cheroct the other day, when a treniendous
conviction ail at once carne over imii that
lie lîad donc just that sanie thing ever se
many timies before."* "I booked severely at
hirn," says tue autocrat, IIand lus counten-
ance inînîediately fell-on i/tesidetawards
Ill, I cannot answer for tlîe ether. for bie
can wvink and laugh with either hiaîf cf bis
face %vithout the other hialf knowing it."

It is diilcult te extract sainples cf bis
ivit ;the best of it is a quiet vein rutining
ateng througli bis conversation and net
often displaying itself in outbursts. Here

aeafeiv brighlt sayings however.
IBoston State House is tie hub cf thc

solar system, you couldn't pry that out cf
a Boston mîan if youi had the tire cf aIl
creation straightened eut for a crowbar."

T9lhe axis of the earth sticks eut visibly
through the centre cf ecd anad everv
tewn or city." Coming home fronm
deer-shootingr lie IIbreugbit home one
buck shot. ' A visiter, indigeneus te
the region (country), leoking pensively at
the figure (a statuette cf Cupid) asked the
the Lady cf the lieuse if that wvas a statoo
cf ber deceased infant? W~hat adelicious,
theugli sonîew'hat velumirous biograpby,
social, educational, and .ctetc ini that
brief question In l the opening îîunber
cf a nezw volume cf d'e nîontlîly lie greets
his readers tlmus. "The Atlanîtic obeys
the nioon, ard its luniversary bas ceoma
arouiîd aaî

The feature cf 1-llmes writings is lus
power cf iilustrating by analogies. Hie
thinks in figures; the i-ostabstract thoughis
are enibodied iii fanîiliar cencrete exain-
1pie.s, and every idea is coupled with a
ceuticrpart. 'Thew~hele bock would net
be badly estirnated as a collection cf
beautiful analogies. A few extracts will
best ccnvey an idea cf thisaptness cf bis.
lie speaks cf a niedel club bie bas iii
iiiind as Ilstrung like a lîarp with about a
dezen ringing intelligences," and mientions
,inong the delights cf -; dinner there "lthat

carnival.showve& of questions and replies
and comments, large axionms b6wled over
the nialiogany like bonîb-shells frorn pro-
f essional miortars, and explosive ivit
dropiping its trains of niany- colored fire,
and the miischief miaking rain of bon-bons
pelting everybody that shows hiniself.»
Another-" If i had not force enough. te
project a principle full ini the face of the
half-dozen most obvious facts which seeni
te condradict it, I %voulc think only in
single file fromn this day forward," A duli
speaker with a lively listener is conipared.
te a crowv wi th a king-hird after himr, fiying
-all around hini and occasionally plucking
a feather until the victim drops down
exbausted. Sucli expressions as Ilnarrow
streaks ofsp)ecia-lizedkntowledge,""'speckled
globes cf falsehood," and Il white angular
blocks of truth " are characteristic of his
pictorial language.

TIhere are sonie men wvho, by dint of
natural delicacy of mind andi constant
contact wiil w_-ll trained intellects acquire
suclb a delicate sensibility that they can
detect the sligbitest unevenness of thought.
Hlnies was one of theni. He %vas a
most accornplished cont-ersationalit: and
hiad thîs keen discerroment in a high
degr-e; vcrl'i gralia, Il cientific knowv-
ledge," says lie, "even in the niost modest
persons bas niingled with it a something
wvhichi partakes of insolence. Absolute,
peremiptory facts are bullies, and-those who
keep conipany with thern are apt to get a
bullying habit cf nîind,-not cf manners
perliaps."e IlWho doe-s net ktno% fellows
that always have an iîl conditional. fact or
two wyhich ihiey lead after theni into di~cent
conipany like se imay bulldogs, ready te
]et theni slip at every ingenious sugges-
tion or pleasant fâncy," and he continues
te justify hiniself by an illustration that
e.ntircly acquits hirii cf cowardice. IIBe-
cause bread is good.... shaîl yon thrust
a crunib into niiy wind-pipe when I an)
ttlkin- P Do net these muscles cf mine
represent a hundred boaves cf bread ? and
is flot iny thought the abstract of ten
tlîousand cf these crun*bs of truth vith
whichi you would choke off mny speech?"

Helmies is .knewnvi as a peet quite as
nncli as a humoriit and a very finished
peet at that. His verse is net voluniinous
but it b-as an eNquisite finish and sniooth-
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