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RECONOILIATION AND SAFETY.

BY BEY. J. A. F. BOVARD.

"Fur if whon we were enemies, we Nvere reconciledl to Godl by the dleath of bis
Son, inucli more being reconciled, we ahail be saved by his lifo."

T)iat~ man by nature is at variance with God lus Creator is an incon-
trovertile fact. The Bible plainly declares nman to lie at enxnity with

.o<l. In ]Romans 5-jo> it is so, declared "Ie were enemnies.> The
word ellenies is ziot oiily descriptive of the moral character of mien, but

alBo of the relation iii which they stand Vo, God as the objects of his
dispensre,-hatrelation is oiie of opposition and rebellion. Menx are

net alieniated fromn Cod 1but thieir whole soul is opposed Vo God. "The
carnai nind is ziot subject Vo the law of God.> God's law is a revelation
of hiu nature, therefore opposition Vo that law is opposition to Cod.
Thjis op~position is flot casual, occasional or in virtue of a zuere ups
ws wlien mn oppose civil law, but it arises out of the very nature of the
camraliiiiid. This opposition likce our atmosphiere embraces the whole
rational world. This is conflrmed by God's word. "'The Lord looked
dowin fromn Ileaven upon the children of nmen, to see if any did under-
istand, atnd seek after God. There is noue that uniderstandeth, there is
nonle thiat seeketh af ter Cod." How could it be otlherwise? If Adani
stood iii rebellion and that by reason of an unholy nature, is it not plain
that the whiole huniani faxnily are in the, saine state of enmiity?'

Agzini, observation tells the saine sad story. Go wvbere you will you
will find mnen continually exercising a spirit of opposition to everything
that ib sacred. Around us we find it so. Their language is like proud
Pharoali's, "Wlio is the Lord that we should obey hizul" They have a
refractory spirit and in eflect say with regard Vo God and lis Anointed,
"ILet us abunder break their bonds and cast their cords frora us." They 4
hat4, (bd and every manifestation of God. If any reflect the divine
image iii hteart or life they seek their destruction. IIow often we are
oelled upon Vo moura the sad condition of men around us, who kxiow-
ixigly and without a scruple trample underfoot God's holy law, and pro-
fane his inost holy nanie. Is it not universalC Is it not a condition of
imien thiat~ needs to, be deploredi We lCook around us and we see the vast
majority of mankind devoted Vo the world and. espousing its cause.
Their hecarts are set upon it, their happiness is in it and they would
rather die thian lose its friendship. Suelh have hIls brand upon theni-
"'Eneiùs of God," anid hIls is coxifirmed by the Scripture declaration
that -whmosoever wiIl be a friead of the world is the eneiny of God.>
la it not, therefore treason sud rebellion Vo enthrone the world iii our
hearts iii preference Vo God?

Again, the Chrlstian's experience proves maxi Vo be at enmity with
God. Wlien Vhe Christian refleets upon his former condition in contrast
with luis present state, it is only then that lie bas any adequate corscep-


