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Fiom Chambers’s Edinburga Journal. i
IOW MUCH GOOD MAY SOMETIMES BE DONE !
BY ONE ENT&2RPRISING MIND.

M=r. MiLLan’s lato article ontitled + Georgo Ross,
tho Scotch Agont,"” which appeurud i our 3034 num-
ber, will have madu, wo bousie, a sirong impression
on many of our readers, as show g how much good
may somotunes be dnac by one ealsiprismg unod It
18 a great and unportant truth, that such a mmd, tol
orably woell directed by moral focling and grod sense,
inay occasionally prove of vast sorvice to a cosmuunty
The lata Sir J. Swciaw wasan cramplo of such a mud,
8o dirocted; and it would be dfliculi 10 over-ustimato
the good results that hasvo lowed from s long-con.
tinued and most uselul exertions, in dfiusing svund
views on the subject of agriculiure, and m stimuolating
practical men to adopt them  Thore are many such
minda opsrating in mare obscuro waiks, but not rela-
tively loas deserving of praise. asan matance, wo would
put our readers n recollection of a cartain Citizon

Jafiray, of Surling, who, by hus enlightened zeal, was
nawly instrumental »a introducing the blessings of
Dr Jonner’s discovery in s wative dstnict It 19,
mdeod, atall umes, endiu all places, so possible to |
suggest and urge improvements of various kinds, that
thore is no necossty fory smgle supenior mund through.
out the whole world remainimg unerwployed  There s
not any whoro a viltaze but will atlurd’a propor fiold '
for the exertions of a Jatlray, nor any where a county i
which may not be advantaged by the achvity of a

Smclawr. When onelield of exeruise v found too |
wide, a smallcr one 4y be triod , Lut itis an reainy

much more easy for mndwviduals 1o act for the benefl |
of an extenaive circls, than 1s generally imagined
Many a thing hasbeen dono for o narrow circle, which
nos, without addmional eflort, proved usgful for a
wider one. The oxertions of Mr Jobn Wood n edu- |
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fiold, and plunge mto the naighbouring thicket. Tho
children wete casiy mfectod with this humbling sonse
of iforinrity, and the labours of the farm were 1o the
young wnoen objocts of aversion, as thoso of the dawy
were to the women  Hence the family was brought
up with habits end feelings inconsistent with their
stauion in life; and that reepoctablo class of meun,
known m England as the ancient yaomanry of the
couatry, who were the owaors and cultivators of thowr
own lands, had ao footing i the Province. The pro-
foscion was considered as abjact, low, and debasing
The daughter of a farmer, t(he loast above povorty,
damcaned hersolf by milking a cow, and was never
secit an the poiates or turnip field. Tho sons, agam,
made littlo other use of the horsos thanto ride to
church or market; and instead of boing accustomed to
ploughing, deillings reaping, composting, and such
like operations, thef*bocame country schoolmasters,
crowdod to the capital as clerks and shopboys, com-
menced potiy doalors, and many of them turned smug-
glers.

When such visws wero predominant among a peo-
ple, it 1s casy tonfer tho stato of their agriculture.

| Tue principles of vegelation werg so grossly miscon-

ceived, that fow even of the farmers unagined that
plants, Liko anumals, stood m nred of food; and wa-

jaures of ull kinds wore either disregarded, or shamo-

fully wasted and thrown away. The dang by many
was sutfered 10 sccum ilate about the barns, GLil it be
came a question of cxpediency, whother it was less
expeusive to shift the miio of the bulding, or to remove
such an mtoforable nwsance; and several instances are
on record whete the former alternative was proferred.
No sorts of compost were ever mixed together; peat
oarth was scarcely hoard of; and imo, if hnowa, lay
unwrought in 1t native quarry, and waa in no requeat

Further, the agricultural machinery in use hetrayed
the sams visible tokeas of the degradatina of the art

cation were onignally demignad oaly for a fow charity | Tho ploughs were of unskilful construction; fang were

childran ; and the first infant schion! was ntended as
an cconontical and conventent means of tcuding  the
youngsters of a factory, during the work hours of
thair parents. It is a great matter to make a beg.n-
ning an any improved systew, and thus at least hold
vp an example. No superior mad, disposed to do
good to those around, should cver desparr ; they
should begin

A tomarkablo instance of a community benefiied by
the better hght and patriotic zeal of an unpretending
membar of i1ts own bady, occurrod a few years ago, m
our colony of Nova Scoiia  Durirg the last war, this
colany, exteading over a space of tuo hundied miles
by about £ty, und contsiing a population of 70,000,
was appareutly in a thrniving conditzon.  Halfax bemg
a slztign of the Brtish tarme force, thore was a vast
resort of strangers, and a large extra expenditure of
meney. The mfenor husbandry of the district was
uasble to supply the required food. and cunsequently

the farmersaltbough extremely mdolent and ignorant,
and conducting their operations on a very smaii scale, |
obtaned hugh prices for what they had to dispore of |
They never thought of taking s opportuniy to ex-!
tend or improve their husbaudry, but were content to
see a largo portion of the demand for domestic con-
sumption supplied from the United States and from
Britan. No wonder that our friend Sarruel Shek ro-
presents his countrymen as laughing sl the sunphenty
ol tho Blue Noses, as the Mova Scounns ars called.
3t s at the same time tu be observod, thot, irom ap-
pearances m the clunate and 34, 1t wyo generally
suppased that Nova Scotra was not des gned to be an
sunicultutal countrey.

The conclusion of the war, when the artifieal 06—
penity was withdrawn, ssgemed to condamn the pro-
vince to rwn and desparr.  Jhe value of fand fetl,
trade decl ned, thic currency hecame exhausted; prices
were reduced; anld a universal gloom settled on the '
sn:nds of the Colonisis Up to thie tine, i couse |
quence of the origine! porerty of the generabity of the '
agereultural settlers, then penury gnd the r ignotance, |
tue buginess i a fartmer wis Lew m great coatempt |

* Whorever suy of these,’” we are iniormed, ** were ™

¥ successlil OF 60 passinon 0us as 1o amass a hil
wealth, they were sure to escape from the plough,
and betake themselves to somatlung clse.  Tie keup
or of a tavern or a tpphing bouse, the rerailar of rom,
~uzar, aud lea, tho travelhing chipman, the constable
of the d sinct, were far more unporlant personsges,
whether 1a their 0wn estunation ur that of the pubhe,
than the farmer who cul'naed tus own hads  Hae
was of the lowert caste in suiery, end gave place
hete Uy others, who, accord.ng to'the Eurgpean stan
slard of rank and cunsequence, are confosvgdly fuam |
setinrs Tus seuse of deztidation wag perceptabio
i husbanduaca thew wlves  Sueh of them ns -
wero .nd 1 the necewsity of warking, sat about it wth
#reat roluctance, and always under o mortifying woi o
! shame They would blosh 1o be ciught at tho
prough by the.r gonteelor acquamtance, as much awu
1 surprised wn the comnussion o crane; and of they |
taa thun opproacling, many wesid shulk fom the

rare; and a theashung-mill did oot evist injhie Pro-
vinee A machine fur sowing turmips in rows: a weed-
ing plough with moveable mouldboards, or with bent
coulters to cut up and destroy whatever grew in the
ntorval of the drille; a coltivator or a gruuber, were
mmplements, of which the nawes had hardly crossed
the Atlantic.  Tho state of the Ignd wes of a piece
with all the other circumstances of agrcultural de-
basement  As | me had never beon supplied to sub-
duc he st.fluess of clay sorls, they had all the defects
of their ongmal constnution; and «8 ngncultural in-
struments were both few anad imperfect, a complete
vulver:satien had selom or never been attempted,
and uts beneli's were'hardly understood **

Now these and other equally lamentable features of
the agricuhure of Nova Scotia, werosuperseded by ali
the inprovements of modern agriculture n a vory few
yoars, prunarily through the enhghtencd oxartions of
one coloniet, This was a gentleman nomed Young, a
aative of Falkuk, m Sgutland, who, after pursuing o
mereant o life for some years tn Glasgow, cmigrate §
to Halifax in"1515  He was a manof vigorous native
powers of mind, which had boen cultivated in early
hfe by an education for the clercal profession. He
had davoted particulir attedtion to political scionce,
and befure loaving Glasgow, wrolo a pamphlet on the
rights ofindastry, shich had a marhéd effoct in tran-
quthsing the minds of the workmen of that large cuy.
He had also bocome versed in agnculture, both as'a
science and an art.  Winle pursuing the business of an
imporicr i Mabiax, hie attention wasattracted to the
d sinal siate of the provineml kushandry, and he con.
cesed the bo'l dea of rouring the aitenuon of the
comnmrty ard governinent to the posmbility of im-
proving st Ho accordingly commenced the publication
of a seres of Le'tersina Halfax newspaper, wnder
the signatuse ot Agricola, In one of the cathest of
these pob.cations, he pomted out the good which had
U en dsae i tie mother country by the establishment
of ugnicalieal s vios, wad wrged tho furmation i
such a cocuts nthe province  tle thes procecded
to {reat of the chmats o ibe provinceo, and skowed
that st was firted for tha preluction of every kimd of
biead vorn.  In other letter«, he treated of sml, of
agricultural unpicments, and tig vanous other depart-
viets of tucal econumy.  The senies extended to
thietwee oot etrers Thedir-t thrse, itis 81 &, pussed
without ustice  Before the tenth had appeared, then
sal.d seave, eciontiic nfurmation, and o certam forci-
ble cioguenco whouh the author ailowed himself to

Clesuin g, the Letter 1o altracet popular adtention, hao

et cd thin 10 become the common ohject of talh

thronghiaut the pinvineg,  So great nas the impression
thev miada, that the Gaverngr, the Ear! of Dalliousie,

,aud the eanned of tha piovipes becameo eagerly in-

feresicd m it e sabjeet of the decussion  The former
personally cor cspunded wrn the unkrown wrtter, and
wias tuduied to take an ¢zien<ve journoy through the

prosiare, in order tn aequami ouself pergonally, with
weagricultoral comdt an, nnd | s micasuies for s
improvomnnt {1 sunn bocagie n genersl couvictign,

in accordance wyh the vigws put forth by Agvico]a,

that in the s01l lay the chiof resources of the Provines:
and immcedistely the bueiness of the husbandman, frow
being deemed mean and sordid, became fashionable.
Before the wmter had pessed, n Central Board of
Agticulturg was olg:msc(; m Hahifax, under the pa-
tronago of the legwlaturo, and locul roc.aties, con~
nacted with 1t immedvately sprung v m ali directions.
There was a gonoral fealing that Agricola should now
mako lumeelf knewn, and allow hunsolf 10 bo placed
at the hoad of thus body; in conzequonce of which,
Mr Young, though wnk considerable reluctancs, did
divuige his secrot, and was immediately constituted
secrotary to the boprd, at first without salary, but
oftorwards at a fized allowance Not content with
theso oxertions, he purchased & sinall ostate in the
netghbourhood, on which he procssdod to oxemphfy
wilh success tho docirmes he had laid downin his
letters,

The offects wero acon visible In 1822, when the
lotters of Agricola wero collected into a volume, the
following was the stato of Agriculture i tho province:
* la the lustory of no couniry has there over been
rocorded & more tadical and stantancous «hange,
than has beon witneseed 10 Nova Scotsa. hupm\o-
ment has proceceded with such ggantic strides, that
already the powt is ou* of might from which wo start-
ad ; and although the whole has been offocted in hittle
more than tiree jears, it 13 with difficulty we can
bring ourselves to the belief that the provincial hus-
bandry was m such a stato of barbarism at tho com-
mancement of the poried.  Tho presont sspectiof our
1ural situution i3 of a most consvlatory nature; and
although wo have not yet reached independence. in
Lread corn, we are running to the goal with remarka-
ble colerity. Ia some articlos of produce, as potatoes
and turnips, wo have outstipped tto demand, and
produced a ropletion m the market; in others, as oats
and barley, weo liave raised enough for 1he homsc can-
sumption; but we are still greatly deficient n whent.
Yet the well-directed attention now given 10 the
collecting and prepanng of putrescible manures and
composts, 1o the extirpation of weeds by summer~
fallow and the dritling of green crops, to the improved
mades of ploughing, and tho more porfect pulvorisation
of the soil, must shortly lead to an cxicnded culture
of the gram, futly equal 1o tho wants of the eommu-
mty. Lume, too, has been piotty generally tried, and
found so beneficial asto be sought for with fmuch
avidity, and applicd in considerablo quantities Ro-
tations on the best prmeiples have been also ncrodu-
cod; and the bouefits of while and green crops fullow-
1ng sach other in succession, havo been studied, and
are beginning to bo justly approciated. Oatmeal of
natise growth has, within th:s last year, been groatly
consumed among the foarming classes 1 tho eastorn
and niddle divisions of the province; and no less than
29 mulls for grinding have been erected, partly, it 1a
true, through tho operation of the bountics offered by
the Central Board, but chiefly from a sense of tho
great value of this atlicle of subs stence.

The Scoteh husbandry, in alf its branches has boen
faitly transplanted into Nova Scotia; and although
many still adhero to old prejudices, and 10 old mades,
thore are in every country zaalous snd mrelligent cul-
tivators, who are setting the very best example. A
spinst of reform acluates the whole agricultural mass,
and, provided the energy be sustained fur a fow reats
longer, we shall master the difficu’tses which have be-
¥ct us, and place the independence of the counuy(‘o'n
fixed and immovoable grosud The foundations af'ilig
noble siructure are already laid deep and sohd, the
masonry is i progress, the culumnsare ramsed on
thei pedestals, the workmen are plyng their rospoc—
tive tasks with all the hfe and bustle of active indusiry
and nuthing is wanting to finish the building, but the
continued supenintendence of thearchitects, and: sn
adequate supply of tunds.”

Now, all this was, na cortam sense, the work of
ong enorgetic and enlighteued man—one standing 1n
all exterualrespects on alevel witha mass of fus fel-
low citizens, and who commenced opcrations with-
out even the use of his own name  Mr Young aofier-
wards disunguished himself asa member of the leg:e—
lature, displaging 10 thet suuction great s.gacity and
public spirst, and supporting his views m the House of
Asscmbly by @ masterly strain of cloguonce. Ho
died in the begmmng of October 1837, with the re-
grets of the entire body of his fellow-eitizens. Such
a man, wo conceivo, well deserves a more extensive
comme:noration than what the newspapers of his own
provinee can give him.  Services Ithe his were what
caused the deification of the first forceful mmds that
roso.in early Grooce. [low maay countrics are there
even within the Fits of the Briusl empire—we fnvo
only to look wcross a narrow chanacl for one—in
which onu or two sach-men might offoct sunilar revo-
lutions, and confor exmular benofity! I s ewinedtly
worthy of notice, n 3lr Young's-care; that without
4 knuw'edgo of natural scicnce, he coud not hav,
dore*what e did for Nova Scotin. Theto 1 om -y
wen of the gamo degree of lalent throughoat the




