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Tie profits derived froni saine of the asbestos mines i the Province of
Quebec are sixnply euorllous. The jolxuston-Irvine mine at Thetford, -%vhîclx
five years ago nighit have been purchased for $5,aoo, naw retlurîls ta its
owners, Judge ]rvine of Quebec, aîîd Mdr. jolinstan, M.?., a profit of $1aa,0ao
a year, producing as it does the flnest quality of the minerai, a large propor-
tioi of which sells at froin. $275 ta $300 per toni, wvhile fixe metlîod ofmwining
it is the cru(lest and most elenîentary imaginable. There is little or no0 ex-
cavation before the asbestos is reachied, but the veins of tlie fibre are blasted
out of the surface rock, and workinginen w'ith haminiers f epflrate the partions
of rock that adhere ta the pure asbestos, wlîicli is at once sarted iuta the
grades for shiipwnît.

Mr. C. I. Poaley, Q.C., and D. R. Harris, of Victoria, 13.0 , are now en:
»oitie to London, England. It is understood tlîat the nature of the mission

reltesta luesal oftlî Weliton collieries, Vancouver Island, the pro-
perty of the Messrs. Dnnisniuir, inegotiations for the purchase of Nvlhich have
been o11 the tapis for soine %veeks back. Tue property is avaluable olie, andc
the sale tixe hleaviest, and involving a larger anîouint of capital than any
which bas yet taken place in British Coluînibia. The suin ta be paid for the
property is said ta, be two and a hiaîf millions. The Messrs. Dunisixnir will
conltinue ta operate the Union ines in Caxniox-wliicli are tnrning ont ani
excellent qîuality of coal-and the Esquimiaît and Nanaîma RailNay. These
mines, the railway and the land beit are cstimatedl ta, be wortli iii the nieig--,h
borhood af fifteeil millions af dollars.

A discovery tlîat may prave of vast importance ta tixe nickel interests of
this district aîîd ta fixe iran industry of Ontario is clainied ta have bec»l
madew~hereby nickel and irani cain be produced by precipitation. The ani-
ginatars of the process wvere Mlessrs. Mond, Lang, and Quincke, the eminient
nietallurgists, wlxo have obtainied nickel of a highi quality aud purity by the
action of carbonic: acid upon the ares. Mr. B3erthuelot, the distinguisied.
Frenchi scientist, lias fnrthcr advanced the discovery, and bas effected a
sini 1 ar coxnbination '%ith iran. Accordingta 1dmi, the process is ixot liinîitedl
iit s scope ta any nietal, and it is conse-luent1y of great value in tlic pro-
duction of sncb rare mnetals as nickel. So fan tie successaf the experiiîîenlts
lias bze coiliplete, and froux ail appearaxîces tbere is iao reason ta, doubt
that the resuits Nvill be as satisfacory 'wheii applied au a comîmercial scale

.11r. L. A. Hanmilton, the Canadiau Pacific Railway Land Coninxissioner,
and Xajor Walshî of the Doiniion Coal Comxpany %vlo accoîpRinied qeneral
Superintexîdent Whyte ta the Souris Coal-fields, have rcturned ta Mliuiipeg.
They are extreme]ly pleased -witb tbe resuit of their trip, bavinig fonnid.
abundance of coal seais, aîxd splendid well-settled fiarxning districts adj ac<nt
ta, the coal.fields. Mtajor XV-ishi says that tests will bc mnade ini the vicinity
af Alenieda %vitlî a diaxuîond drill, aud if coal is fouiid tîxere iii suitable:
quanutities inies will be establislied at tat poinit. If luot, tlicy- -.,Ilgo tliirty
miles furtlier %Yest, -where several large seanis are ex-poscd, oiie of thein,
being twelve feet anîd another ciglit feet wvide. 1\n. Hlamilton believes that


