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10ms, &e, Sotne wdei of tns maguheent rouis
may be tormed from the fact, that st will cun-
tan ubout SUuY syaare feet mute than the City
Concert Hall, and that 3t well accommodete,
culuforlubly siung, twu thousamd prersuns, o,
wihien used tor public mectings, &, 0w tv
UV prersons.

The grand or punuipal entrance to the hall
will be on Victorm syutte,  Theee will alsv be
cutraees on Crayg streetamd Fotbbication lane,

The hatl 18 1 be buddt i thie most solid and
substanual manuer, of Muntreal bineatone, aficr
the pluns aud desigos of J. W, Hophaus, Esy.,
archtect, by Messes, Howley & Shicindan, who
have taken the contract fut the whols wurk,

Ground was bivhen un the 2ith September,
and the contracturs are pushing forward the
work with energy, and will sy e the foundations
well in and secare this fall. The curner stone
will Le fittngly Lud, wah appropriste  cere-
mouies, on the next St. Patrich’s Day.

The style of archutecture ot the hall is purcly
Jrish, copicd frum Cornmch's Chapel on the
Rock of Cashel.  This chapel was erected vne
thouzand years agu, vic., A.D. 880, by Curmack
Mac Cuhisan, hiug ot Musnster, and Archbishop
of Cashel.

70 QUR SUBSCRIBERS.

TE ae scuoible that fur some weeks past
\\ we have, from cauges which are so geae-
rally known that we need not advert to them,
trespussed somew hint upun the furbearance of our
teaders.  The purchase of this journal from the
susolvent estate of the late publisliers is particu-
early gratifying to us, a3 it rawoves wany
of the difliculties which have beset us. 8till
it must be patent to all that in the uncertair,
aud, to speak plainly, unpleasant position in
wlich we have been placed during thie past two
months, it was impussible tv make new seeange-
ments, or even in some instances to complete
thuse which were commenced.  We may still
liave, fur a short time, to_crave the indulgence
of our readers, more particularly with reference
o llustrations, but we are pleased to be able to
state that negocintions are in progress which
will, we are convineed, when completed, give
sausfaction to all.  Every pledge made at the
commencement of this volume will be redecmed,
and the costly <xperiment of publishing an
1LLisTRATED Reapeir will be fairly tried. We
are Lot without strung hiopes that the increase
1v vur subscription list will enable us to ~ontinue
tho 1Mustrations permanently , and with this
view, we ask our friends to aid us in swelling
our circulation, and thercby strengthen our
haads to compete with the flood of torcign ard
sensatiopal periodicals with which Canada is
deluged. No cffort will be spared by cither
publisher or cditor to infuse new vigour into
the Reapen, and to reuder it more worthy of the
position it uccupies as the only literary paper
publisbed in Canada,

THE UNION OF BRITISH NORTH
AMERICA.

HIS question has again been brought pro-
T minently before the public, but the field of
cuntroversy has been transferred from the colo-
nies to the British metropolis.  Mr. Juseph Howe,
of Nova Scous, re-opened the campaign in o
pamphlet in which he denounced the contem-
plated Confederation of Bntish North Amernica
as a measure wlich would be attended with
ruinous consequences w the Maritime Provinces,
winle 1t would be Inghly prejudicial to Imperind
interesta. Dr. Tupper, the chief of the Nova
Scotian Government, and one of the delegates
from that provance to arrange & plao of Union,
has angwered Mr. Howe sa a lotter to the Sccre-
tary for the Colomes, As aeither of these produc-
tions 1s of much value, as bearing on the merits
of the subject at :ssue, we shall not attempt
to repeat the writers' arguments, or what they
arc pleased to call such; and the personaliticsin

wilich they both indalge, precludo their utter-
mcts from our columns, which eschew mero
party or partizan warface.  Wo shall only say
un that hiead, that Mr. Howe's reasoning would
apply with almost cqual furce against the univn
of the United Kingdom, of Germany, or Italy, as
agninst that of the British Provinces, and that
Mr. Tupper's great object is to prove Mr. Huwo's
incunsistency, inasinuch as in former days that
gentleman was one of the most zealous ad vucates
of the scliemo wluch he now s bitterly condemns.
Ia that respect, the Nova Scotian delegate has
been, we regret to say, but tov successful.  Mr.
Howo might entertain what views he pleased on
the matter of Contederation, and although his
past public services, and his reputation as a
politician, might entitle him to a respectful con-
sideration of his opinivns, especinlly in Nova
Scotin, it i3 not at all likoly that the people of
British North America would be led by him
further than their own convictions coincided
with his. In Canada, at least, we do not swear
by Mr. Juseph Huwo, though doing full justice
to his talents, as displayed in former years. But
i the present instance, Mr. Tupper’s exposure of
his tergiversation, duplicity or fully, is so com-
plete, that it can scarcely be rvead without o
mingled feeling of pan, shame and surprise—
prin and shane that a man who hag filled such
a position in these Provinces as he has, should
be guilty of the meanuess of belying his former
sentiments ; surprise, that he sho't be silly
ctough 10 du su, with the record of wosse senti-
ments 1o the possessivn of his oppunents,  Mr.
Tupper has convicted bim out of his own
mouth, bis speeches and writings have been
produced 1n cvidence against him, and nothing
short of the improbable plea of forgery can save
hum feom the reprobation and cuntempt of all
luvers of manliness and truth, We imagined that
when Mr. Howe came fresh from Washington,
last spring, with his fictsitivus account of Fenian
preparatious fur the mvasion of these Provinees,
wnd of the mynads of discharged Amercan sul-
diers who were ready to join them, we imagined
that be would have been satistied with that
flight 1nto the regivn of romance, and had been
taught a useful lesson by the filure. But it
seems not, and we suspect the babit bas become
incurable with hiwm. Yet we caunot sec the
necessity of such a course, for be miglt quite as
well have said that he had chaonged his views
on the Union question, in consequence of the
changes that had t ken place on this continent
within the last few years, that the rebellion of
the Southern States had metamorphosed the ad-
Jointng Republic into a great military power,
and that anuther Confederacy in their oeigh-
bourhood was no longer safe or possible, All
this and more, Mr. Howe might bave asserted ,
but, then, he would be no longer the infallible
guide that ho wished his admirers to belicve
that he was, and so he sacrificed bis rectitude to
his vanity, Truly, British North American
statesmen are nut likely to be in the odour of
sanctity 1o England for some time to come; the
Toronto Giobe has described some of them as
sots incapable of attending to the duties of the
departments over which they preside, and MMr.,
Tupper has shewn “the foremost man of all
Brtish North America,” as his culogists call
him, to be nothing but a clever charlatan, who
has invented a tale of danger and distress to
deceive and mislead those who may place faith
in his doubtful patriotism and deep-mouthed
loyalty. One thing is certain, however, and
that is, that Mr. Joseph Howe has forever ruined
himself in the estimation of every hopest manin
Eagland who takes an interest in colonial affairs
and bas read Mr. Tuppecs pamphlet. The
worst of the matter is that he will not be the
only sufferer, but that while debasing himself,
he will lower the colonial character in the eyes
of the world.

But though there can be no denial of the abi-
lity with which Mr. Tupper cxposes Mr. Howe's
duplicity on this Lniop question, we cannot
extend the same praise to the remaining
portion of his letter to the Colonial Secre-
tary. In this ho undertakes to show that the
Briush Parliament can pass what measures it
pleases, regardless of the wishes of the people,

—————

and that the Prosincial legislatures puosey
the samo right, in their respective junisdi
tions, He consequently claims that the lope
rial Parlinment is justified, if not buund, tu pay
an act uniting these North American possessivy
of tho Cruwn, at the request of their sevemiln
gislatures, without considering whether the s
were or wero not in accurdance with the pyw.
lar will.  In short, Mr, Tupper argues thal iy
public havo nothing to do with the affuir, ity
a yueostion fur their ropresentatives alone to de.
cide, and he quotes divers learned authoriley
from Bacon and Sumers to Blackstone and Burke,
and thence dvwnward to Mr. Juseph Huwe, o
support of the position ho thus assumnes. N,
we have no inclination to dispute this Ju
trine. We freely admit the omniputence
Parlinment under the British system of Goren.
meat , nay, we arc willing to concedo thy
the Queon, Liords and Commons can perform g
impossible feat of “making & man a womsy’
the supposed only barrier to their power, by
in the matter of the union of the provinces, x
have uot to deal with & point of law, but wity,
question of justice, cquity and policy. A Pn
vincinl Parliament has the power and thogh
stract right to disfranchise the great mass f
their constitugnts, as was lately doue in Ny
Scotin to a considerable extent ; they may ensz
almost any vicious measure, to the injury ¢
the comyunity, and contrary to tho wishesd
those who clected them ; they may dirvctly «
indirectly subvert much of the existing cunsw
tution aud many of tho existing laws , but wa
it be contonded that tho British Govornmentay
Legislature must necessarily give effect by lmpe.
ial interference to such changes, because inlegu
ot cunstitutional theory they have the righiw
du su ? Their duty is to consult the wishesd
the culonial people, before thouse of the Coloxy
Parliaments. This they Lave always done,w
the best of their judgment ; and wo ure cos
dent that they will be guided by the same pr
ciple when the questivn of Cunfederation coey
before them.

We are sincerely desirous of the unwa «
the British Pruvinces of North Anmenca, w
tho assent of a majority at least of the pevpled
each of the colonies is, a sine qua nun, 4wl
tion precedent, which is absolutely indispensaté,
In Canada, the legislature has declared ia favz
of the meusure by large majorities of buth buus,
and tho tacit coasent of the people way e
ly be inferred from the absence of oppusitiva s
their part by petition or otherwise , .o N
Brunswick the peoplo and the legislature bsne
voted fur it , and in Nova Scotia it Lias been a
ried in the legislature, but so far, the peopleds
not scem to concur in the views of their repn
sentatives. In fact, Mr. Tupper admits thaitx
electors, if appealed to, would reject Confedes
tion. He says . “ No one, my Lord, knowsbe.
ter than Mr, Howe that if the legisiaturo wer
dissolved to-morrow, expresely on the Confeds
rate question, it would be impossible to obta
the unbiassed judgment of the province, T
measure providing for the support of compas
school education, by direct taxation, which kit
Howe advocated 8o ably, but never ventured
peril his administration by passing, has beenpe
on the statute-book by the presint Goverames,
in a spirit of self-sacrifice, at the shrino of t
publio good, For every vote that would be &
fluenced in a goneral election by the qqestioa
Confedoration, two would be given on the &
noxious subject of direct taxation, 5o revolty
to all young countries.” It will be scen, thy
that be the causes what they may, the peopled
Nova Scotia would cast their votes agaiost s
contemptated union, Thefact isevident wheta
their motives be those ascribed by Mr. Tapp,
or thoso jnsisted unon by Mr. Howe. Of Pt
Edward Island and Newfoundland we ghallexh
say that, up to this time, they may be considz
ed, tke oue 1s unfavorable, the otheras doubtf?
or averse to the measure. But Conicderat
could be effected independently of them ; and
Northwest and tho Pacific colonies must be €]
to the future.

Under these circumstances, it becores nect
sary to ask :—What ought to be done? Bredi]
possible, it will be doubted if it wero wise




