THE PALM BRANCH.

Y thanas a way tg serve others, having no idea of

How Jean Belonged to the Band.

. mym aD ;

[ think you will have to give it up Jean! Your
father gives to vur own churth, and wants you to
have what is necessary, but anything extra.”——

“But, mother. only two conts a m<-th] I was
afraid you-could'nt spave me Saturday afternoon.

«Oh I would'nt inind that once a month, I could
give you the money tov, out of the eggs; but
twenty-five cents now and ten cents won't be the
end of it, there will 'be five cents now and ten
cents then. 1fyou could'nt do as the other girls
do, you would be ‘discontented.”

Jean had been helping ta clear the table as they
talked. At this point she took the towel from the
bar behind the atove, and hurrying into tho
pantry, set horself resoiutely atthe dishwashing.
Presently her speed slackened;-to;ssve themn from
falling on the plate she was wiping, she turned her
head aside and brushed away the tears.

The trouble was this; yesterday, Mrs. Ellis, the
niinister's wife, had the girls to tea and talked to
them shout organizing s Mission Band. They had
takoen hold of the idea readily; nearly all.said they
would join. Jean—she thought.she would, ahe
would like to belong. And now mother thoyght
it could’nt be. T

However, Jean was noh_a..gir'I to waste time in
crying, she thoight instead. When the dishes
were put away she wus'rend'y to talk to her muther
again.  “Would you be willing for me to belung
if I took' my berry money 2%+ . o
© ¢ “Why,- yes, I suppose &o,” - slowly. - “‘If:
you're so sst on-it as all that; but you kunow.
you always want more things- now than- you can
buy with that, and I can't spate you suy- more
time.” ' . i -

“Well, I have to do without
May I takethat?' - )

‘Ol yes, you may do as you please with- wliat
you earn yourself.”™ - - i

What were looked on as nec sities 'in Jean’s
home were provided for her; but the frills, gloves,
ribbous, ote., even the drawing book and pencils
she used at school,” which her father called
“‘nonsense,” she earned herself by picking berries.
It was hot, bard work, picking strawberries in the
hill pasture, but she was glad to be released from
house and daily work to earn some money for
lherself. ‘

Why was Jean so anxious to join the Mission
Band % ask the curious. Had u deep iutevest in
missions been aroused in that hour's talk with
Mrs. Ellis?  Interest was awakened certainly.
She looked at it aora as an opportunity for herself
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the condition of things in those places where Christ
isnotknown. +Mrs. Ellis hid shhwed them piles of
blue ¢overed: magazines full of pictures) * ‘,‘"rl\ese
wo will have, when -we study about Chins, and
these have fine pictures of India.” . Theu she had
a Yook written by 4 minjster who had lived among
thém,.-thn'b told woqdorful stories of the Indians of
the Northwest. - - B y

." It Was pleasant t>-meet the girls and have some-
thing in common with them outside of echool,
Jeau wasa favorito there, but she was:a very busy
girkand distance hindered muck visiting. Titen
the p-the road girls her mother did notapprove
of as companions; and the girls down the road,—
well their fathets had rich intervale farms that had
descended from father to son, and bank accounts
‘as‘well;while' Jean’s father had to buy his. farm
‘himself: So Fean was left between the” upper and
lower crust; as it were: . .

Jean', “lossons’ are learned; she has closed

‘her .books-. and is Jesning -n‘ her elbows
thinking... Her views haye grown wider
since’ the day she decided to belung. She has
watched Di. Hurt and Lis brave little paity ‘in
theirlvng journéy by sea and land. Sheenn tell
Fyou & gaod deal about Japan and British Columbia,
Jbut her fist, reading in the Band—‘Who will open
the door to Ling Te? was a revelation to her, and
China is nearest her heart. Her mother at the
other side of the table, -busy with-her mending,
lovks ovor now aud then, wondering what.Jean
hasin her head now. . She can sympathize, she
remombers her own girthoud and she thinks Jean
tnkes after her. -~ )
* Jean is the first to speak. ¢Mother, if Isee
after-the-bens all. myself, except when I'm in‘school,
could you give me-one for my own, to doas I like
with the eggs and chickens 7

‘Why Jean, you see after the hens now, except
wheén youdon’t get up early, or you forget them
and I don’t.remind you.

*“‘Oh! yes, but I mean to take the care on my-
self, be sure to get up and all that, so that you
would not have to think of them.”

“Well, yes, i€ you doall that it would be such a
saving of my breath and patience Icould afford to
give you two hens.”

0, mother, ceuld you? Will you?” “Yes.
T don’t think I can feed two broods of chicken but
you can hava two hens and one lot of chicks.
There must be no forgetiing, though, and I will
expect my hens to do as well as ever.”

“Thank you, I'll do my best.” ¢Now daughter,
its time you were in your bed ”

“What's Jean plauning ? asks her older brother
who has just comein.” !

T« geb some money,” her mother says, ‘‘that
Mission Band is making her energetic and self-
reliant any way. I giess its a good thing she
belongs.” ’

Jean goes happily to bed, saying to herself,
“Now I can have s mite box, 'm so glad I belong.”
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