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îîilit.%Nî4 Nitî 'A iciw wîoisl, tirnt of al], on tlic proîlliso itself. I iîw
gi cat arc its contents !For it k nlot, obvionisi , thonghi

Iv, tliîîk it is, a p.oîniso of the nîcrec presence of Gidwith
Ilis people that îîeeul fot ho a subject of promise. L. od
sîîreiy, fronti the V' liicesiiity of Ilis nature, inlust be always
1 îresenit witi. RAis 1 îeo 1 le-uiîiist ho alwayB lîresent withl ail
ilîcil. 'l'hîo proisies cîf al gracions presenco aro nlot of a
grilciolýs prteseico 01113, but of a gracions activity of preseilce.
ît is a 1îrvuniso of the continuons care of lus providence-a
1îroiiîiiSC îf the tontinuIai stiiîuiy Of 1 li9 grace in illuminating,
in~ àaIctifý ing, anil saving 11ks peo0ple it is, in fact, the
îroillis of ,lesnis Christ, priniariiy atidresseti to the Aposties,

Uit extoiîded toa.li us disciples : ILo, I amn iitli you alway,
erral unto the end of the worldl." Thuis is the promise:
(,Ilii t, uod iii Christ, is sayîîîg that lie wriil tiever %vithdraw
11kà grac:oiis prI"seiico, nover %wîtidr4wý Ilis lîoiy influence
fibul ilis servants. To evcry one of tliem Hoe is saying, Il 1
wî-ili neyer, liae tie, itor forsake tlie.'

,îîîst lugk for a mnomient ujon the contrast whicli tis pro.
luîise furnisicg hetween tul Dvinc gooui andi ail nîcreiy creatit
ajnI cartll googl. AUl G(I's outward and eartliy gifLa arc
ternît.rai tlîîy al-i ail sîîhject to the law~ of change. Tiîey
are ciaiiugly their ouvn charaeter, ani tlîcy nare ev.r,

cia iigii the owiiers of theinl, eVII W lieu ti Y tiîeliisoives
tealarge extent relinain the sauent. 'l'ie persos andi tliiings

Ne Vailue, alid wdîîiîl arc dear to w-, aîîî w'iicb, as8 wu thlîik,
ire ilîeC*ary to ns. in Luis; life, ail icavo uis andi forsake us.
if we couid looîk ft-r-vard a littie waiy iîîto, the future wce

iiii1seo ourseives abýandoned l'y tuoni ail ;and even lion
me cati sec titat iuany of tîtein are on1 the l'l.iTe heauty,
ks it not rciily fadinug ? Tue iîealth, is it îîot failiing? 'l'le
stiünî,tl, is it înt uieviiiîiin~? 'lie life, is iL utot Fensibiy
duliiiig away ? Theiî fi iends %%-]oent io have, are tluey tint,
iine alle.r aniotiier, cither chiugiîug iii Lliir feiigtowards
ils, ùr iii reclatioin to lis, or, hy a change of the woildi, goinig
:uway frontu us *!Vh'lin ne look at tteuni on their sick hed,
cur wluiîi we obîserve tlien'. iii their daiiy lifo, and mark tue

uau..uthat is takiiig pilace iii look orî fornm and agttion, is
itilqitt thai. tiucy are g1i1M, aWay froîn uis lcaviiuy lus anud for.

sil.,;ns Ail that is iovely andi grand iîs tiis outirdl
wori, tverytuing. is lcaving, ils. If indee'! -,ve couhi ouly
give a1 vo:ce to ail Cod's outiVard andi eaîî-liy giftQ, andu bil.
liuee tiîat voice tu> ho utteriag their '.eiuy natnie to us4, this
is mliîa, tiicy ivouîd ho s.Lyiiig -this lu' wlîat wov should hear
tiu iii ail 's i'_ 'I wili bave thice, anti forsko thee." 'l'lie
sile anud te gold sayiig, '' I w Ii l a' thee, and forsakie
thcce.' 'J'lie bcatity iin face and forii, te streo)gth. in te
anti, the life in the fraino, sayii 'Il 1iii Icave thee, and
forsake tiue. 'l'lie frieîîd niost d car saying, III il ]ci ave
thc, andt Zorsako theo." Every liglit in the beaven, every
tiom-cr on tho carth, saying, '4 1 will ]cave thee, aîud forsakec
tiuee. " ILt is ne great effort of fancy, juset to suppose that every
nitward gif t lias becomo vocal, anîd is just giving utteranco,

to what is iu its own ntature ;ami if ive (Ie but just imaRgine
this, tItis is what %va liear-every person and every thiiig
sayiag to us, 11 1 will leave thee, 1 will forsake tiîee." But
the nature cf (lod is quite othier frorn that of Ilis external
:gifîs. If Ilis nature wvero to gfivo utterance iii voice, tijis is
ivhat it would say "I -wiil nover leave thee, lier forsake
tiuee." (toc lias indecd spokeni ; Hoe lias spoken hy lioîy mein,
Ilc lias spoken by the lips of Jestis. He is speakinig stili by
tue cver.iiving Spirit of Jesus 1I wiil nover leave thee, nor
forsake tiuee."

Jîîst consider for a little wile hiow faith-tîe faitîs that
corresponuds with Luis provideisce-should operate, and mnust
operate, according to, its reality anti strength ivitiiin uis. Be.
lieving thaï; iii Christ nve hlear God speakiag to us (for iL is
the sanie thing), tisat we lear God speaking to us, an(' see
hii dealing ivith us iii Christ ; beiieving that Gýod iii
Christ will neyer leave us nor forsake us-wil I always romain
to guide and strengthen, and comfort and sanctify aand
save, according to our net d1, what should follow in our expe.
noence from, that faith ? I boere should follow froîn it first; of
al], 1 observe, peace and confidence when we look forward to

Lue troubhles tiîat wîsy ho iîefune lis iii tii iife. Wu do0 tiot
l<nî,%v mliat otîr Pg,îrnîî%s wvIIl ho iii their clianacter, or iii tlîcir
îîîînîlîen, or in t lîir w ciglut. WoV II ) ît,tL know itito wluat
dlarknoés titis pa'. lîiong whvlti we are gtîiug Mîay lead, itto
witat deptis nf 3orrov it mîay descend ; aitu L'oiîietliiiet, uhîen
wo look ftr tI is Nvitli sortie fear anti eaiicii4, as our
ima:giniatioi n js np te 1-ossih)ilitica9 of ba8s andu beave.
men'ît, anid p)ain antd .4onrow, in the futuro. Bint, if wtc hellevu
titat Cîist W iii bu' %iti 11t9 aiwavs, titat lie %%iii iicver b ave
lis nr fuîrsalie it, me. arc e it % 1 ccordiiiî. to te iuîcasuro
of thut faiLli, froint otir fean anid tzadliesa. W Il atcat iL it attter
wluat the sorrow.%s niay be ii Lhteir niature, or la their îîîmber,
or in toir iiaguiitide ? ]lis liglît w ith tus wuill ho sîîfliciouît iii
every darkticss ;11ki conisolation wiiî b le qutaI te aîîy tinteocf
sorrowv ; lus streigtii wvill ho stttliciii t iîîîîicr every burîlon.
If ivo have this faith iii Min, sud iii te uicasune that wo
hiave titis ftitli, m e nitut ho caiît and trnîquil, andt 1>eaceful,
ani liopeful iii otîr anticipation (if tue future.

And also wh'len ive look forwariî te tîto I.osi, ldo mîoral con.
fliets that îttay be Iying hefuire tus. 'lucre uiay l'o liarder
dutics befone us titan atiy nve have yet kitowît ; tl<ru' Inay
lue teuiptations stroniger tîtau auy no liavu' cottded
wvith ;tliere îiay ho hatties-uioral Iiatics-iu'rcri thani aîuy
il, wicii %e have 3'et itect eiigecu. litt %vo iteel tot lie
alarnîctI w e shahl uno lue alariniLd, if ne have faiLli iii Ctrit
that Hlo wviil lu with us. IL will lie enoligin u the face of tîto
bardelbt dutties ;iL will sîufice iii te itidst of the' inost fiu'ry
tenuîutatiuus ; iL m III ho suulic.ieut iii te iiîîost terilu strifes
wve shah luhe carrird rafciy titronigl, we Iitilllic cont.
tjurrs at Iast. if le is witii u8 to) nîluuister to otîr tects.
sities ;andt wve iiuist cease fronti alari ; me uuuîtat have leute-t,
andt confitdence as nve lt.], forward to tufplic uîl cotilictL",
jusL aecord(iuig als we luit faith iii Iliuut, tiiat lie î'I wIiie il h
lis wviti Ilus lugbit andt consgolatitin andî iîwun

Atnt titis fii is aiso fiLLeul Lii uive uts hiope autîl tonifidleuce,
wltcu %ve bock forward ttî tue. mntral ~Irogrcss m lîili is rqurt
tif lis iiifthe future. llosv tît hecoilie Iriser andu m iîter evci
iiow to geL cxci purger, iiow to geL ever jister, lin t lue-
gettiuig monre andt tutu e uid of tItis evii th:s u.s eiraviuig te liq
ltowv to ie cleaîiseui froutu every spuot tat is ilufiitg, iti ntatture
lieu' to geL more anid moître iii tui nature like ('itri8t atduibke
(God, se tîtat, at leuîgti, ne shahl :ttaiut pe'rfectioni, andt ho ini
ourî ntature anid iif, luke te nature and lufe of (kil; liow, wii
%Ve have huecî aduvauueiug towatgIs tli;c at (iu Aitw a raute through
liie ii te l)ast-auid itinthe wusy of jirogt est; is se) tujul11hi
autti rtigged, and' tîtere is s0 intieli îugaitist ils, autulv arc tintu
Very îveak, Itou, iiotwitlis;taîiutgi,, Le mriko way oîiw:rtî in
titis patit of progres, vhticit is te patit te (ouI anît heaveu;
îitw te gîet uit tg) (.oid .11)d lica.veit, if ire are to geL thert iiy a
,way oif mitî aIitgress ~eiay nt-Il tiespîair as ne thlîuk of
iL, ande stippose otinselveg to hiave te clit'ct titis îirtgreps in
atty strengti of uir owtî. litit Gtiuai e dt us onîvait-(titi
eati lifL us ipwartl, te tîtat hiuavcuuiy perfectin ; Christ cati
ltiv-e us muore andt uîviro liglit i lue cati min tus moître anîd moreu
puire ; Ho eati itsjire us wtith mtoro and muore loe ; lie cati
itupress us -%vitt . is imtage more and more, IIfrot glory to
glory " ; II lie nho luatit hegiiii tue good îvork witi is ii
catii carry it oui eveui unto peurfectioni. Anti if ire helieve tItis,
anud luelic've titat île will utever IcaVe uis mur fersake u, tîtat
Hoe wîil renialin Ntiuiia us te cffect tItis pregrcss lu our nature
anid life uîntil ire attain to perfectioni, thei vo ces te desî>air
or uiesf.oti; -%ve liave peace as -%ve think of Lte great work Lo
ho wrougiit yet wituin us, aîsd whicli is altogether eut cf oui
own power; Wne liave peace and hope and assuransce in vier
cf ail the possihle sorrows of the future, in view cf ail Lte
possible moral stnifes in the futture, in view of that great pro-
gress licaveinarul iuicls remaius to bo matie. Behieving iii
Chlrist, Lrîtstirug ourselves to Minu, look'mng tîpon tho support
in soruow, auîd "the security lus the strife, and~ te great pro.
gress to, ho cffected, as Ris work, as tise great business wbulch
Hle lias comn'enced, wisici Ho lias undertaken, and Lrîustiuîg
in Miîn, litittitig tisis faiLl.in lu in, ire have pec and cou-
fiticuce, anti are hîappy, and are botter titan hîappy, ire arc
bîessed, as we look forward.

Most of us licra titis rnorning nccd a deeper oxperience of
titis peace whiclî ccmcs Lhrougli faith, of this rest profound
whicli cornes front te surrender of oursebves to, Cbrust's care
anti keeping, cf Luis Iuappiness which is the portion of a
Churistian man in titis life ; we aIl cf us need iL far more than
ire have oxponioîîced. IlAi! tat is our great aeod, " nme
say, IIthat is our onby need, to have this faiLli in Christ, that
He wiUl abways abide with us, and always meet every noces.
sity of Otur conîditions anti exuierience; that is aIl we need."


