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A Deaf-mmute lero,

By Hanrrs Tarinx.

Tora Bennant was borndeaf  Hebad
two brothersard threo xisters His father
was n poor fartner and a reater at that
Ihs inother was glwass srck  loth fatter
rod mother were ashamed of Tom  Thay
had never acen a ute before, and thos
thought ho was an wliot. Mr Bennaunt
tiuver apoko of Tomn to any one. When
cumpany camno Tom was taken off till the
visitors left. Tho cluldren ¢id not want
to play with him and thewr parente did
not want to sce lnm about.

Lattla Tom was vory lonels bat hincould
not tell any one lux feclings,  Gltett he
would try to chimb upon the bed to
hiwnother's faco but sho would motion
him to get down, He wonld try to foll
Lin father to the fleld, bug he war never
allowed to go. Ho would ronretanes
La:;k up onn of tho children's picture

ke, 'Flio book wasalways iustantls
taken from liiin beeause ho would tear
it. Hiz only compavion wasa cur dog.
Ho and the dog xceined to nnderstand
cach othier. The noghbors. weung Loy
and dog together,would often say “That
dog hns ten titnes more xenso than that
crary lBennant boy

When Tom was five years old tho dog
waa killed for sucking eppe. Tom wan
very sad but no onoe noticed lus gref A
fow days Iater, Mary conung howe fron
scliool  raw  lier  piciure-book  torn
up and the pleces weattcred over the
floor. Sl kuow Tom was the calpnt.

’ Sho was very angry Sho at onco began

to search for him. fle was nowhere an
sight Tho other clnldren joined 1n the
rearch but they did not fimd  hawn,
Just beforo run-down thoir father canio
Lotme from town., The children toldlum
of tho torn book and of Towmrs disppoar.
Aucy Ho piched up a long stick and sand.
“T'll scon find him,” Tom wau found mt.
ting down by the dead dog.  Hi father
eanto up behind and utood stall to ~vatch
Lum. Ho Lad torn a peture of a dog out
of tha book. He was Lolding the pae.
inre 1 ono hand and patting the doa's
lead wath the other He would look at
flea prcture awliloand then at tho doy.
Ho would make gestunes to the silent
brule, then burst out erying Chie dog
stunk s badly one cotld hiadls endars
it, but Tom dil not notico thiv, 1o hal
father and mother, sisters aud brothems .
Lut Lis ouly fnend was tho dog. Now tho
dog was dead.

.klr Beunant had ntended to wlap
‘Tom for tearng the ook, But e thruw
away tho stick. 'Tom sarw the wtick fall
and joanped up. Ho saw Ina father and
Indiog the picture umler Ing shart, ran
to thie howse. Me Benuant wnympatinzed
with the boy w lus grief, but ho could
not seo sshy a boy «hould ery over a
mean, thioving, cgi-snching dog.  How-

i ever, ‘Tom was allowad to heep the puce
i tare Never aday passad but he took
cut the picture and losked at it He
wont out in the yard and packed up tho
dog™s old bones and piled them tn hin
‘runke  ‘Thiey were always thrown out.
F nally, hie was allowed to put them in
A bux out of the houwm, cre no one
el then,

Wiep Tom was wix years old his fath.
¢r hieasd of @ wehool for deal children,
Hero L vas anformed that his Loy
could be ~'ucated and that withont
money. Mt Benoant bad nowdea Tem
could learn anything, but ho saunted
tho boy {alen o his handa, In o fow
weeks Torm was aent to tho school,

Of conree overyiivng was very queer
to him when he hrat got there What
seemed to bo the gnoerest nas that hero
nere ko many other childeen lko him-
rell  After a fow dave howoever ho bo-
came acqnainted and was delighted with
his surroundinga. Ho showed Jus teach.
cr the pictaro of the dog sl managed
1o muke Jus story nndemtood . Mr. Wells,
Inv tcacher, waxn interestal, and Tomn
fonud anotlier fnend Indead, ho found
fncuda sl avound hun ke soon Jearned
{o write on Ins rlate.  Defore tha end of
the year he conld winite many sentemecs
ard knew the namnes of hw family and
many things around him  Not ouiry this
but he learued how to work and draw
pictures,

When he went liome in Junohoshov-
o1 what ho could do 1o took hin date
aud wroto the name of fus father, lis
mother nnd hiv brothers and sstorg,and
wany other things ho had learned at
schiool  He taoghs the eluldren to spel)
on the finger» and to makomguw. Tom
way no longee tho khot of the family.

Al wero astonished. Mz Bennant
was not asliawed of Tom now. Tho
neyhibors would como in.  Thoy would
sro Tom wnting and coultd hardly bo-
Liove hie wos reslly thoxame oy Thoy
wootl began to kay, Lo is thomuartost

¢  ehild Bennant has got.’

Tom wnn in nehiool twelve yoars. Ho
oould have been fuated two years
ocatlier but ho was thought o be too
voung. Tho day afterlio wasgradiated
hio was offcred & powition as book-keeper
i a large @vacy bowt but dechinad it

Ho doerded to hiclp lus fathor on  the
farmn  Mr Deunant hat bought a fanm
and necdaed las belp.  Tomn atard on tho
fariv and worked for two joars, dunug
which timohohopt Jua father saccounts.
All ine apare titne ho would get a book
and dav by hivmek mothera bedsulo
and nait on her

Ono day nsyoungest mster Katocame
: reuning mto the house erying and said
a rattlo.-xiiake had bitten her on the
ankle She was badly scarcd but fioally
tohl Toin wha! was the inatter 1o had
read  the nowspapem how to treat a
snxhe bites Ho hunted for romo whiskoy
but nyno was on haad. He pncked up a
bottlo of camplior and mado Ina sister
dnnk a quantity of 1t. He theu took out
ns kuifo and laceratod tho place where
the snaky hadd bitten her "Then placa
iy wnuth on tho wonnd ho suckal ou
the potson. This to apat ont of lus moutle.
But ke had reeently Liad a tooth pulled
and s m was still rore. Alter a
winlo Inn sisler was vafe but Tom began
to focl dizzy. EHe wow reahirod ho himn-
acll was potsoned. Ho rushed to the
camphor Lottle, but the camphor was
ncarly all gone  He drank what was
left but 1t hiad no cffect.

When Mr.Benusnt arneed Tom  was
acatly gone  1lis mind was wandorning,.
Ho haad gouo back to his cluldhiood daya
and was thinking of hav old-tuno fnend,
tho cur dog  Ho siguald for the picturo
of Lis old eamrado. It was found in hux
truuk for ho had always kept . Tho
preturo was put in lanhand Hocliteh-
o<k it anstantly.  For anomont hiecamo
to lumuell.  Ho reachod out his left
land and grarped  his mster Kate's.
Tlme  with  one hand holding the ypie-
tyro of Ins old friend and tho other
holding the sider lie had saved, ho dieds

Tom wns o horo.  Even when uned-

ucated und thought to be en idiot Lo
way a horo at heart, The rpirst that
eaused lim to «it by {ho devd doy and
wourn in lits ignorant childhood, swax
tho same that in after years made  hin
gwo hig lifo to save his sister.
P S ——

IIa Views of Deat-Mutoes,

I weet on tho «treet all Rinds and
descriptions of poople, and hear spokeu
all kindy of lanFlm ea and lingocs, but
of all the peopio I mceet none are =0
intereating  and carious ax tho deal.
mutes when two or ore of them aro
walkung or standing awl fefhing on the
sfdowall

1 meot two of theuw yestenlay afternoon
—two young ladien, with faces ns cheer.
ful as cherube,oyes aa bright asdinmonds
neatly and stylishly dressed, who wero
a3 vivacious asany two girls I have
over scen together anywliere

Anall oducated mutes do, they con-
versed wath thor hauds and fingers by
geaticulations, by exprewions, nods and
winks, and wucty like devices

I walhaod wear them for a block ur two,
merely to watch them in the happy
tmo thoy wore having together, all [:y
themselves, along tho througed stmed,
for 1hey wmecmed uttetly obhivious of
other ]mk, and apparontly dkln't caro
for any or anything oxcept their
own utterchanges of thouglit and emo-
wen. And yel they wero beautfully
modest in it all, keeping thew hande
and fingera golog a4 :vely nx other ladics
keep their tongues and ilp‘l going, not
obtrumvely ro antonttract attention,but
in & quict, sulxlucd rort of manner, ax
mnuch as to ray, "Wo nro haviug a nmeo
Littto cliat between us, and 't's vobody’s
buriness, a0 longag it 19all aurewnfun,”

Thoy sunled aud laughed, often loohed
wto cach othera frcow intently, ex-
chaning looks ns well aa wigus, and
wtt.-n:. tripping along :uerrily as chfldren
at play.

Yenly, I thought, to bo deprivot ol
tho usew of the ear and the longuo in
not, after all, o scrions a waiter, if
theso hiearlesy and speceltloas creatures
canentertaincachother thus cheeriiy by
means of their own sign-language.

I havo noticod that nearly all Jcaf-
nmutes aro of a nervous tempersancut
and oveesavely senutve, but of ¢ very
social tum of mind when they aave a
faic chanco to gratufy this propensity.

Ono of the most intelligent and sunny
souled men 1 overmet is a deaf-muto—a
gentlewan of olucation and many ac-
complishments. o and L talk togother
by means of paperand pencil, and many
& good tune wo hiave had together,

onco told Inm I had great wympathy
for bzt in bis deprivation. * No need of
sympathy,” lio wroter "1 am aparcd the
hearing of many bad noises add cven
sayiogy, and am happler in nob heating
tlhiem.” That man s a philosophier.— The
Stroller, tn ClneagoJournal,

——- ———

A Mlizer BafMed.

A miwer haviag leat o hnuded
pounds, promised ten pounda reward to
any one who shiould bring it to him  An
honest poor mau, who fennd it, brovght
it to thio ol yentliman demnnding tho
ten pounds,

But the wmiser, to bafile him. alloged
that thore was a hundrod and ten
pouuda w cho bag whenlost. The poor
man was adnived to sue for the monoy;
sud whon dho caso cano on to ba tricd,
3t appeanug that the seal on the bag
had not beea brokon or the bag npped,
tho juitgo said to thodefendant’neounsol 3

“That Lag ')'ou loat had one hundred
snd ton pounnds i s, you may?” “Yes,
my lord," he rephod.

“Thes,” sad the judge. “acconling to
evidence pivea in oourt, tlas bag of
mnoney capnot bo your properly, for
wside thero wore bat a bandred pontyls,
‘Thoreforo, the plainhilf must ‘.N‘p it
till the trne owirer appeacs and  proves
his claima,”



