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and miesionaries during the last two years,
and i« still professedly Alnigaheni, as they
say when they renounce heathenism and have
a desive to embrace Christinnity. ¥l has
proved a very true and faithful friend to ug
since mur arrival, and is auxious that we
should soon speak their dialect, as he says
he wants to kuow sometlung about the word
of God”

T'he iskad of Tanna, upon which Mr. M.
and his brethren commenced vperations,
seemingly under swch favourable droum-
stances, is deseribed as ¢ a lovely islaud, by
far the vichest and most beautiful of all the
islands of the Southern divisivn of the New
Hebrides.”  Ttis about thirty miles in length
and from nine to twehve in breadth. Says
Me. Murray, ““the island presents a very
Intercsting appearance. Tt is mountainous,
but the mountains bLeing rmher low and
round or table topped, and covered with
densce forests to their summits, it appears
soft and beautiful rather than grand and im-
posing.  The most striking natural objeet
on the island is a voleano, which has been
in a state of constant activity from the days
of C'ook, and no one knows how long before,
to the present thne.”” It is amazingly fer-
tile, producing all the usual productions of
Eastern Polynesia in great abundance.

The inhabitants are regarded as a bold
energetic race, and superior to thuse on the
neighbouring islands.  Ilence the Polyne-
sian wmissionaries have long been anxious for
their conversion to Christiguity, not only
that they might enjoy its blessings, but also
in the expectation of their being uscful
agents in extending the gospel to the neigh-
houring islands. But at present they are a
most fierce and savage people.  Wars are
constant among them. Recently one of their
chiefs, who had retwrped from Aneiteum,
having reported among other things that
there was no war there, he was derided as
endeavouring to impose upon them a story
ton ineredible to be believed. “When”
they asked, © wag ever such a thing to be
leard of as a country living without war 7’
His other statements they could credit, e
that conld not be true.  They are moreover,
inveterate caunibalg, and sunk in all the abo-
winations of the mostdebased Heathen tribes.

The first attempt made to introduce the
cospel was by Mr. Williams, who placed
native teachers on it on the 19th November,
1839, the day hefore he fell. But disease
proved so fatal nmong them, that they ac-
camplished little,and indeed their fateseemed
to have excited prejudices against christian-
itv. In 1842, Messrs. Nishet and Tumer
commenced missionary operations on the
j<land with encouraging prospects, but in
Jonuary following after about six months
residence, during Which they encountered
much suficring and many perils, they were
glal to make their escape to Samon, with
the pative cvangelists. Some favourable
impressions, however, scem to have been
made by their lnbours, and there have al-
ways since been some on the island desiving
christinn instruction.  Severalattempts had
afterward been made to open up the island
for missionary lahour, by means of natives
of other iglands, and when Mr. Matheson
landed, it seemed as if the time to favour
dark Tanna had at length come.

Mr. Matheson though in 2 delicate state
of health entered upon hislabours with greas
earncstness.  In a letter written some time
after, he gave the following summary of his
first six months’ labour.

“ During the first month of our residence
upon Tana, my time was wholly occupied
with manual labour about the house and
premises.  After that we hegan to apply
ourselves as closcly as possible to the acqui
sition of the language, which is the first thing
demanding attention after you have a house
in which to live. We soon succeeded in
gathering up a sufficient number of phrases
to cnable us to converse a little with the
natives in their own language. Early in
Januery we opened amorning school at our

! station, which I superintended, and another

at a village called Anuakavaka, about a mile
di>tant, which was conducted by Talip,
onc of the Auciteumn teachers. As might
beniturally expected, the attendanceat each
of the schools was but sinall and very jire-
gular for several weeks. Their conduct
however while in school was much better
than-we could have expected, considering
that they know nothing of the nature of o
schaol—had never before seen a letter, and
and could not perceive any tempéral advan-
agre that might be gained by attending the
school.  One of our chiefs named Viavia,
who lives quite near us, attended regularly,
and soon mastered the slphabet, which he

» considered a grent achievement. He ap-
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