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appearing, that tha sighit of Thec may
pro,,,e to us the source of eN rlasting joy.

0 sny) we tîsos bc found
Obedient to his word,
Attentive to the trusnpct's sound,
And looking for our Lord;
O mavvwe thios insure
Ouir loà ainong the blest,
And vratch a moment, ta secure
An cverlasting rest!

GIVING AT WORSHIP AS WORSII
13Y 15EV. J. P. LAYTON.

There are three arguments wvhich, 1 think,
-may bc advanced in support of the doctrine
above stated. 1 . 1it is tatugli by tise light

«of nature,-2. By tise Word of (bd ; 3.
B1y the practice of tise Churcli ini ail ages.

1. It is a very striking fact that, in ail
natural religions, Giving is an important
ecment of worship. Now this, ilkc cvesy
offher universal customn, inust be bnsed on
somne principle deeply ingrained in the liu-
man mind-It rnust arise out of thse opera-
tion of 6isone divinely ordnined lavy, thossgh
wlsat that lawv is xnay flot hc so eabily de-
ternsined, or explained. 1 think, hiowever,
thiat it is easily accounted for, on the prin-
ciple that Giving is an expression of love.
We are always aceustomed to measure tise
deptîs and intensity of this emotioo by the
amouint of sacrifice. So the greatness of
Christ's love is summed up in lis -gving
llimself for us." Paul also encourages
the liberality of the Corinthians to prove
"the sincerity of their love."

God'à love to us, though flot so diffecrent
in kind, is very different in origin and de.
grec from. what we bear tô Him. Rec con-
siders want in us, and in his bounty and
grace gives îvbat is neccssary to supply that
want. Iluman love, on the other lsand, is
excited and strengthened by a contempla..
tion of the divine ftlness-the realization
of which is always associated with feelings
of trust and gratitude. The effecet which
love produces in its subjeet varies in the
saine way. In oup love to equals there is
a sense of happiness, arising ont of the har.
manious play of aur affections; but as the
emotion is also influenced by our conception
of the object--when the person Iored is a
superior, the feeling is elevated, until, if

thero is an assurance of a reciprocvX>)n it
riscs into a sort of' estasy. 0f colitse
God's love to us cannet produca any dis.
turbance in His ininel-hecause it alwavq
finds its expression with that case 'N llcht
ever charactes'izes tise operations of tîsu
divine cnergýy. But vve, on tIse other haisi,
are painfully COUSCicUS of our inahiltNý to
givo expression to our fealings. We fecl,
in contcsnplating God's transcendent glory,
tîsat there is a dcnssnd nmade uîson us i% hich
we cannot nicet-tsat anYthussg like a ne-
ciprocation is impossible-1lis love to mss i,,
s0 infinite and irresistible-while ours is s0
loîv and wcak.

Our conception of tise Suprense lising
thus, awrakens is us feelings of revence,
adoration, awe, and any attem1ot to gis cex.
pression to tîsese feelings constitut,ýs %ivr-

But one snost natunal vvay of acting ont
to such feelings i s in giving. We hàas an
illusstration and n proof of ths argnsslsist isn
the fssct tîsat tIse bestowment ofp)rescitts hiaî,
in ail tiges, and among ail peopîe, been a
common mens of testifying regard for
otîsers. In short, tIse langusige of Love ai-
svays and everywlscre is-" wvlat can 1
give."

The divine desire to give, then, promipts
man to lay his gift upon the altar whlen hc
wvarships. Tîsus, without the light of ltc-
-relation, ive are led to conclude tîsat Gis-
ing is really a devotional act, and that it
ouglit to be considered a part of tIse sior
ship of God as much, as prayer or praise.

2. The doctrine that Giving is rcally
worship is clearly tauglit in the %~nud ut

The Psalmist includes it among otîser re.
ligious exencises-«" Give unto the Lord the
glory due unto Bis name: brbng an offer.
ing and corne into His courts. 0 worbhip
the Lord in the heauty of holissess."
And, again, wshen ho asis-as eveny one
realizing that God's giving Ris Son lias
secured Salvation, naturally asks,-' What
shall I render unto the Lord for aIl bis
benefis towardrme ? I will take tiecup of
Salvation, and eall upon the naine of the
Lord. 1 will pay mg vows unto the lord
now in the presence of ail Mi people." Th


