THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL.

e

Regarding Nom de Plumes, and planking down
his * John Hancock ;" perhaps he will kindly de-
dend professors Wiley and Morris who did mot
hesitate to plank down their names when a lie
was to be told. I could guote many more names
if pecessary, but these will do, and the fact that
they can flourish in the U. S. is sufficient proof,
that a mans * John Hancock,” is no guarantee
of its truth, while an Englishman’s well known
Nom de Plume has always been held to be like a
British 'Trade Mark,

: © Mr. W. T. HCTCHINSON.

I think if our triend the Hallamshire
Bee-Keeper, and our friend Hutcliinson,
met they would have a. jolly good bae-
talk. Being personally acquainted with
both, I know how willing they would be
to put their points strongly to each

other, without the least unfiendly
feeing. Our English friend buing
a ‘“diamond” manufacturer no

doubt tties very hard to put his pu'nts
as forcibly as possible, but we thik
there is room for considerable difference
of opinion, in reference to the tempera-
ture, especially of bees ¢ Lybernating,”
it we may be allowed the term.

If bees when clustering in a perfectly
quiet state during the fall, winter or
spring months are said to be hybernat-
ing, 1 have found them hybernating
at \different temperatures at different
seasons, or tumes, as when they are
brooding. The centre of a cluster of
bees is of course much warmer than
the outside, but as we cannot see the
centre of the cluster, they may be danc-
ing the highland fling to the tune of
« Yankee Doodle,” while the outside
ones are perfectly quiet. Now the
temperature at the outside of the cluster

* where this quietness is observed is some-
times very much colder than others, and
the temperature, also inside the cluster
Ihave found to vary considerably. For
instance the temperature is higher in a
large cluster than in a small one, so t
temperature at which bees le qujét
almost or quite motionless may vary
very much ; therefore we ought to agree
to disagree regarding the outside tem-
perature of a cluster of Lees, when they
are lying in a quiet or dormant state.

CIRCULARS RECEIVED. 9%
W. A, Chrysler, Chatham, Hives, Frames,
Feeders, otc.
R. E. Saith, Tilbury Centrs, bess and sup-
plies generally, .
Boih the above wore printed at this office.
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An Average Crop—Preparatory Study.
OW that the season is ended and our pets,
@ the bees are nicely. fixed for the winter,
which 15 already upon us, 1 will tzy to
give you my report for the season, with
some observations.. Last spring found me with
twa ootonies of bees, one wintered on symmdr
stand the other 1n the cellar, both strong in
bees. On the first examination one was found
with a drone laying queen which I superceded
on April 20th, and as I wasto be absent dur-
1ng the best of the season I put inthe full nam.-
ber of combs in the brood chamber and left
them i1n the care of my father, who is but
hittle interested.

Un my arrival home on August 16th I fouad
that the original colonies had each cast one
swarm, thus doubling the number and had also
gathered st pounds of honey, chiefly from rasp-
berry, olover and basswood, mostly of the last.

Aftes August 16th, they gathered 0 pounds
of fall honey, principally from goldenrod, thus
maki}xgtlle U)ts.l of 16b pounds, but I fed 16
pounds back for winter which leaves an aver- .
age of 75 pounds per colony, spring count,
with plenty for wiater. '

HUW 10 COMPARE ONE 5EASUN WITH ANUTHER.

Mr. R. McKuight skys, on page s59of C B J,
referring to an average crop of honey, “What
an average orop is I have yet to learn.”

Now in my opinion it 18 quite easy for one to
tina the average of any crop, or how one jear
compures with aunother or the past, pro-
vided he has kept a correct account of each
year's average yield per colony,

To illustrate I will take my own case for the
past five years. In the table we have first the
year, second the number of colonies, spring
count, third the gross yield of honey,
fourth the average amount fed back for winter,
rifth, tne net average of sarplus after giving the
bees plenty for winter.

1895—1 88 _ 0 &8
1886—6 11~ 2 9
T -7 6 20 14 .
1/888—2 10 5 5
, 1889—2 83 8 75
Total 177—14 163

which divaded by the number of years, (5) gives
32 3,5 pounds as the average yield per colony,
yearly during /the past five seasons; thus
should m s gather next season 32 8,5 lbs,
average per colony it would be 100 ¢, of full
crop. I think shis the best way to obtain the
average of any locality.

What is the best way to obtain & knowledge
of apicultare ? For myselt, after after an ex-
i perience of five years in ite study I would un.
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