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mointenance of swhich the English Reformation was
plotiously distinguished. ‘Ihis cannot be done, un-
Tess on those principles opinions are” formed, and
from them conclusions drawn; and at the very time
that we may combat a pasticular opinion, if we admit
the truth of the principle on which it was built, we on-
Iy confirm the principle, and inpress it more deeply
on wen’s minds. I am nal one of thase who would
s1y , ‘Reud the Oxford ‘Tracts, and take for gront-
ol every opinion there expressed,’ but 1 am oveot
those who would say, ¢ Read and digest those Tracts
well, and yon will have imiibed pr peiples which will
ensble you to judge of opiviens.”  Their popularity
will ineresg< since their srguments are not auswered
or their statements refut- d:—they are opposed sim-
ply by reiling.  Anditose who judge of such things
only by secendshand reports, and gntbled quotations,
wnd anorymons misrepresentations in newspapers, will,
of course rail on.t May the day come when they
nay be awuakened to a sense of the danger of thus
viclating the golden rule of charity! In the meusn
1in ¢, the wise, the cardid,those who are not the niere
parlisans of religion,but really religious, will them~
clves read the ‘Tracts,—and if they do read they
commend, They may censure particular cpinions,
but they wiil comrend the whole. At all evets, the
Scriptural Caristian wil! be prejudiced in faveur of]
the writers of the Oxfurd Tracts, on seeing the
fruits of the Spiril beautifully exhibited in their con-
duct, love, joy, peace, long-suffering, genllencss, good-
ness, faith, meekness; it wounld be well, indeed, if their
aseailants, in various magazines and newspapers,u ould
remember of whit cmulations, twrath, strife, seditions,
are the sizes, ‘The temper manifested by their op-
ponenisis us impolitic as it is too sften profane,—
Fuly awsre that it is not by reviling again, that they
are to maintsin the cause of o reviled and crucified
Master; folly avare thet it is not by well-doing that
they are ¢ fo put to silence the ignorance of foolish
men,? the writers of the Oxford Tracts, when gssailed
us , popish fanatics,? &ec. when their doctrines, in-
stead of being refuted, are declaimed against os fig-
inewts of the darkest ages of Papal superstition,” &e.
calmly reply, ¢ Brave wotds, surely, Well and
good, take your fill of them, since yeu choose them
for your pertion. It does bit make our spirits rise
cheesily and hopefully to Le thus encountercd. Never
were such words en one side, but deeds were on the
other. We know nur place and our fortunes; to give
a witness snd to be contemned; to be ill-used and to
succeed.  Such is the law which God bas annexed to
the promulgation of the truth; its preachers suffer,
but its cause prevails. Be it so. Joyfully we will con-
sent to this compact. And the more you attack us
personally, the more, for the very omen’s sake, we
will exult m it.’

REV. C. SIMNLON ON REGENERATION,

¢ In the baptismal service,wethank God for having
vegeneraled the baptiscd infant by his Holy Spivit. Now
from hence it appears that in the opinion of our Ie-
Jormers, vegenevalion and yemission of sins did accom-
pany baptism. _ But in what sense did they hold thi
sentment? Did they maintain that there was no
need for the sced then sown in the heart of the bap-
tised person to grow up and to kiing forth fruit; or

@ Perhaps there never was_ devise
fessed to call themeelves Christians, a system of atiack
tmore wicked than that which is adopted by many who as-
cail these ‘Tracts. Of the persons who are supposed to
write them,lies the most ridiculous are invented, industri-
ously circulated, and willingly believed.  And whenan
attempt is made to vefute the Tracts themselves, false
extracts are made, and they are represented as asseruing
the very crrors which they, in express words, reprobate!
"I'his is actually done by men who not only call themselves
Christians, but profess to be of the strailest sect of our re-
Iigion. ‘T'othose who consult the Tracts to verify the quo-
tations, the inference is obvious lies would not be told

d, bv men who pro-
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that he could be saved in any other way than by a|
progressive renovation of his soul after the divine|
image? Hud they asxerted uny such doctrine as that,
it would huve been impossible for any enlightened,
person to concur nith ther.  Nut nothing can he
conceived nore repugnant to their sentiments than
such an ifca as this; so far fronf harhowing such s
thovrght, they have, and that too in this very prayer,
taught us to Jeok to God for that tatal change both
of heart and hie which long since their days has
begun to be cxpressed by the term regeneration. Al-
ter thanking God for vegencratng the infant by his Toly
Spirit wesre taught to pray ¢ thst be leing deau
unto sin aml fiving nnto 1ightecusness may ceucify the
old man, andutterly abohsh the whole bady of sin,’,
and then declaring the tutal change to ba the neces-|
sary mesn of his obtuining salvation, ve add, ¢ so
thut finally with the residue of the Loly Church be,
may be an_ inheritor of thine everlasting kirgdom.’

|

Is there (I would nsh) any person that can require
more than ths? cr duoes God in his word require
mote? ‘Tuere ure twothings to be ncticed in refer-
ence to tlis subject. Now the ferm vegeneratim
and the thing. The term occurs but twice in the,
Seriptures; n one flaceit refurs to Bapti-in, and is
dutingniched for the renewing of the Holy Glost;
whicl, however, is vepresented as allended on il: end
inthe other place it his a tutaldistinet meaning un-
cornected with the subject. Now the ferm they u-e
us the Scriplurcs uses it, and the thing they require
as strongly ss any person can require it. They do
not give us any reason {o imagine {hLat an adult per-
son cav he saved without experiencing all that modein
sivines [Ultra protestant divines] have included the
term regeneration; on the contrary,they do botlithere
and in the Liturgy insist upon a radical change of
both hesrt and life. Here, then, the only question
s nol ¢ Whether a baptized person con be saved by
that ordinance without sancuification,’ but whether
God does alway accompany the sign with the thing
sigmfied? Here 1s certainly room fer difference of
opimion; but it cannot bepositively decided in the negalice,
because we cannot kuow or even judge respecting it
in any case whatever except by the fruits that follow
and therefore in al} jauness 1t may be ccusidered
only an sppeal, as he oughtto do,to the holy Scrip-
tn,- , they certainly do, 1 a tery remarkable woy,
accord with the expressions in our Liturgy.  St. Paul
ssys, ‘ By one Spirit we are ALL baptized into one
Bady, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we
e bond or free; and have been ALt made to drink
info one Spirit.” And this he says of all the visible
members of Christ’s Body, (1 Cor. xir. 13, 27.)—
Again, speaking of the whole nation of Israel,infants
as well as adults, he says, *They were sll baptized
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did aLL
est the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the
same spiritual drink; for they drank of that spiritual
Ruck that followed them; and ihat rock was Chvist.
(1 Cor.x. 1,4.) Yet, behold,in the very nest verse
he tells us that, ¢ with many of them God was dis-
pleased, and overthrew thent i the wilderness.” In
another place be speaks yet more strangly still: ‘as
many of you,’ says he, ¢ as are baptized into Christ,
have put on Christ.” Here we see what is meant by
the expression ¢ baptized into Cbrist2’ it is precise-
ly the same expression as that before mentioned of
the Jsroelities being * baptized unto Moses?’ the pre-
position cig is used in both places; it includes all that
had been juitiated into his teligion by the rite of bap-
tism; and of them UNIVERSALLY does the Apostle say,
* they have put on Christ.” Now I ask, havenot the
persons who scruple the use of that prayer in the bap-
tismal service equal reason to scruple the use of
these differcnt expressions?

¢ Again—St. Peter says,‘Repent and be Baptiz-
ed every one of you for ihe yemission of sins —(dcls,
ii. 38, 39.) Andin another p’aca, ¢ Baptism dotd now
save us.—(1 Pel, iii. 21.) And speaking elsewhere
of Baptized persons who were vafruitful inthe know-

unless it were impossible to substantiate the accusation by
tclling the truth. It wouldl be wal, indeed, if our bre-
,thren would remember that to speui falsely, even for re-
figion, is both popish and unscriptuzl,

ledse of our Lord Jesus Chrict, he says, ¢ He halh
'forgollen that he was purged from his old sins.—(2.
ll’c:. i.9.) Docsnet this very slrongly counlenance the

mullisudes from the plain and pepular we
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iDEA WHIGH oUR RrronMENS eNTERTASED, THAT L th
REMISSICN CF GUR BINS, AND 7THE RESENERATION ving
OUR SUULS, 18 ATTENDANT ON THE DAPTISMAL viug in
Peshups it will be smd that the inszired w riters spiglle int
of persons who lad been Baptized at an aoult aflised
Butif they did so in some places, they certainly dllice
aot in others; and where they did not, they milhve n
be understood ns comprehending ally whether intullld re
or adults; and therefore the Janguage of our Litugly, |
which is not a whit stronger than theirs,mny be bifatrit
cubscribed and used without any just occasion of fye ki
ferce. at it
* Let me, then,speak the truth before God: thodls Re,
[ am no Armiuian, 1 do think the vefnemenis of U
vin kave done grcal harmin the Clurch; they huve dn-§
1 of speakingufl B
by the inspived wrilrs, and have made thein unreay
atly and unscriptursily squeamish in their modes @@ Wi
expression; and 1 concewe that the less addicfih the

auy person is fo systemstic sccuracy, the more i fo
wil tecord with the inepired writers, and the ng b
ihe will o prove the views of our Reformers. 11 e
not mean, however, to sey thet a slizht alteratiofles

two or three instances would not he sn improvemd a |
since it would take off a burthen from many mindsgoge
supersede the necessity of laboured explanations: Ybpoi
1 do mean ta say thut there is no such objectioa e,
these expreseions asto deter any conscientious [ sp
son from giving his unfeigned essent and consert mt
the Liturzy allogether, or irom using the particginit

expressions which we have been endeavoring toige v
plain.’—Simeon’s Horks, vol. ii. p. 269. Rre,
bou!

BISHOP BETHELL ON THE SAME SULJECT. ggben

of water anifllar:
of the Spiritcgmer
e Spirit and @ W

«¢ Regeneration isthe joirt work
Spirit, ur to speak more properly,
tencvation is the joint work of th

man. Regenerstion comes only once in or thrfer
Baptism.  Renovation exists before, in, and eI
Baj tism, and muy be often repeated. Regeneral bid

being a tingle act, can have nn purls, and is inafng
ble of increase. Revovation is in its very nufgrep
progressive. Regenerztion, thovgh suspended nfie #
its offects and benefits, cunnot be totally lost in \4
present life. Renovation may be often repeated @No
totully lost.” ol
Afterwords he illnstrates t
it to four geparate cases.

« |, Grown persons coming fo Baptism prop bo
qualified receive at once the grace of Regeneri3l o
but however well prepared, they are not Tegenigg;,
without Baptism. Afterwards renovation gi
more and more within them by the indwelling cfi,
Spirit. n
2. As to infants, their innocence and incapy

are to them instead of repentance, which they ¢fg
wani, and of actual faith, which they cannot Lgg,
and they are capable of being born again, and sgl,,
ed by God, bec_use they bring no obstacle.

1

bis doctrine by -appl r.
B:en

Yo s ear
stipulate, and the Holy Spirit traoslates themn ol
a state of nature into a stateof grace, favour, @y

acceptance. In their case, regeneration precedi g
and renovation follows after, and they are the ik,
ple of the Spirit, till they defile themselves with @,
«3. As to those who fall off after regeneration,
covenant state abides, but without any saving 2§ ¢!
because without present rencvation; but this s
effcct may be repaired and recovered by e
ance. .
« 4, With respect to those who receive Bap
in a state of hypocrisy or impenitency, though §

Sacrament can only increase their condempationf@n
pardon and grace are conditionally made over to (blle
and the saving virtue of regenerationy which fr

B 1

hitherto been suspended Makes.effect when-theyd
repent and unfeignedly believe the gospel.

¢ This clear statement of the learned author @,
tains an accurate representationof the grace cos |
red, and the change which takes place in Baypts
and this is what is meant by those Divines whos
lain that regeneiation is, il strict seuse of the ¥
the inwardand spiritual grace of Baptizn.
icentity, if I may so express myself of Baptism
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