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A NOTABLE SCIIOLAR.

Siat HENUY RAt.ýVLINSON, WvhO died iii
Engcl.tnd recently, wvas a strikiîîg example
Of a type of Englislhmen iii whoin are
unitedl thoe higlîest, energy of character,
great, executive ability, and strorig iii-
tellectual tastes. He rendered service of
very higli iniportance iii three distinct
departniezi ts-pol itics, tho Army, and dip-
lomacy. lu al these fields his reputation
was of a Iligh order. Ho wvas also one
of the hest-known schiolars of his time,
dividing witli his brotlior George a dis-
tinction which lias made the naine of
Rawlinson illustrious the world over.
Born in Oxfordshire, sons5 of an old-
fasliioned countrysquire, the two, brothers,
George and Henry, were destined, iii
the old-fashioned way, the older for the
State and the youinger for the Clîurch.
Thiey wvere hoth sent to scliool at Ealing,
and the younger, George, continued his
education at Trinity College, Oxford, while
Henry, the older, was sent off to Bombay
to begin service in the Army. He was
active, energetie, and faithful. He liad
the qualities wyhich have made the Eng-
lish soldier a type of a good fighter and a
brave, min. H1e also hiad the dash which
inany young Englishimen have, and whiclî
bears evidence to the constant strain of
heroisit and adventure in the English
blood. His famous ride of seventy-two
miles frein Poonah to Panwell sixty.twvo
years ago ivas made in three hours and
seventeen minutes. Not longr after this
exploit lie wvas sent to Persia, whiere lie
spent six years faniiliarizing lîimself withi
inany parts of the empire, rendering
efficient service in reorganizing the army
of the Shahi, and, above ail, niaking his
naine ilpeinorable by reason of Ilis mni-
periahakble service to scholarship in deci-
plîering thie famous cuneiforniinscriptions.
It wva% characteristie of humii tliat, four
years after lis fainous ride. lie m'as pain-
fully, and at the peril of luis life, spelling
ount cuneiform cliaracters on the polishied
face of a rock betweenl three and four
hundlred feet froin thecground. Su pported
by a ladder resting on a narrowv lecige at
an elevatit in which iould have mnade nmost
people helpless by reason of giddiness,

TuîiNn to work as well as pray,
Clearing tliorny wrong awvay;

this daring, young man slowvly copied the
inscriptions, unveiled the secret of thc
cuneiforin cluarac.tter-s, and gave a new
bistorical science to the wvorld. It %vas
this feat whiclî won for hiiun the titie of the
" Fatier of Assyriolog,,y," and it is un-
necessary to sity that the wvork whili lias
been doue in this departnuient is liardly
second in imnportance to that in any otiier
field of kîîowlcdge.

The man wvho lind rendered tliis ser-
vice to sclalarsihip was, however, a nman
of action quite as mucli as ia nî of know-
Icdgye. At the end of six years lie left
Persia and becanie the l3ritisli political
agent at Kandahar, pcrforuning througflî
the first Afghan war services to the Eng-
lish Govermnuient notable at once for tlîeir
delicacy, tlîeir difficulty, and tlîeir danger.
His naine was constantly nxentioned in
tic despatches froin the field. But luis
heart was in hie work as a sclioluir, and,
putting aside anl advanco iii position and
salary, ho teok a lîunbler position at
Bagdad iii order to bring Iiinusoîf iuîto
contact with the niaterial whicli hoe wished
to study. Under the commission of the
Britishi Museumn lie superintended the
excavations at Babylon and Ninevelu
which liad been begun by Layard, and lie
copied and translated a great number of
ancient inscrip tions and sent tlîein to
England. J" 1859, witlî the titie of
Miajor-General, lie was sent to Telieran as
British irinister. Inf 1865, retui-ning
home, lie enteredl Parliarnent. As a
writer lie was vcry unucli overslîadowed
b)y Ilis brothier, Professor George Raw-
linson, but biis book on "England and
Russia in the Eat," iii whicli lie took the
position tlîat Herat, asi the key %f india,
înust always be kept safe froin Russian
occupation, hiohds a Iliglî place aiong
books of its class. His London lieuse
iwas a mnuscuin of arcloeology, and to the
end of luis hife Sir Henry wvas an entlîus-
zastic student in a department whiicli lie
l)ad contributed se largely to create. So
long as tdie Englislî race breeds inen jî
sucli temnper and force its influienc,,e as
a world-power will renain intact. -Viue

Plucking uip the weeds of sin,
jýctting heaven's warm unshiine in.

- JVhUtier.


