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THE CANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

the Oriental seat of King Solomon.
Bi.t is he really competent to preside
and suape tho character and destiny
of & lodge, because he oan confer the
degrees, and open and close the lodge,
and not trip for & word? What
does ke know of the traditions? Can
he give a good account of our his-
tory? 'What idea has he of the dif-
ferent rites? Is it not a lamentable
fact, that in the great majority of in-
stances these questioas would have
to be answered in the negative? And
now, | y virtue of his office, he is en-
titled .0 a seat in the Grand Lodge.
Is it any wonder he is a wall-lower
there ? Is it strange that the busi-
ness of the craft falls into the hands
of a few men, who, at the sessions of
the Grapd bodies, are overwhelmed
with work? Not at all. The hour
from which our novitiate passed the
gates of the Temple, he has been
familiar with nothing but the showy
wardrobe of Masonry; and we repeat

A PLAYFUL ORITIC OF
MASONRY.

One of the most amusing men who
ever made sport of Freomasoury was
Thomas DeQuincey, the ITnglish
Opium Eater. He did not single out
Masonry elone as the target for his
literary arrows, feathered with wib
and sarcasm, which he kept shooting
as long as he lived, but he made sport
of almost everything. He liked to
say odd things, to take new views,:
and to overturn old ones. We may
instance his paper in which he white-
washed Judas Iccariot; and another
in which he discussed “Murder con-
sidered as ome of the Fine Ar{s.”
‘We have always enjoyed his writings,
because they are so original,—in fact,
we know scarcely any recent writer
who excels him in this respect. Da-
Quincey 18 a perfect dare-devil in
originality. Perhaps none of hig
essays is more enjoyable, especially

again, that those who govern the |to Freemasons, than that upon Secret
craft, and oversee the workers of the | Societies. In it he is in his besf
quarries, are, in & measure, responsi- | vein, not caring what he says, only
ble for this Jamentable ignorance, for | caring to be bizarre, brilliant and in-
not encouraging a taste for reading, | cisive. At an early age, he says, he
and enforcing it by precept and ex- | became interested in secret societies,
ample. Wbs% can we expect of a |from his desire to know, (1) Wkat
fraternity whose members are absorb- | they do; and (2) What they do it for?
ed in regalia, parades, the glory of | His was no peculiar experience.
Templar upiforms, and who think i Many a man has become g Mason in-
that proficiency in degresism and | stigated by this same curiosity; bak
ritual, is the acme of Masonic know- { curiosity, while the lowest form of
ledge? Who are content to remain { intellectual motive, in Freemasonry
in ignorance of its literature, who ; always leads up to something higher.
rarely ever open a Masonic paper or | DeQuincey's curiosity, however, only
magazine, and are actually ignorant | led bim to view our fraternity from
of what is passing in their own ,the outside, and always simply with
jurisdiction, to say nothing of what | the view of burlesquing it. Hereis
is transpiring further away from |the first result of his sportive luca-
home. This 1s an evil that should be | bations:—

remedied, if we would enlist the “The two best known of all Secref
appreciation of the talent and intel- [ Societies that ever fare been are the
lect of the age, enliven the usual |two most extensive monuments of
weary monotony of the lodge meet- | humbug on the one side, and creduli-
ings, and remove the slur that Ma- { ty on the other. They divide them-
sonry is only another form of club |selves between the ancient world and
Iife, & pleasant saturnalia, a plausible | the modern. The great and illus-
escuse to stay out late at night.— | trious humbug of ancient history wes
Masonic Record. lthe Erevsiziay Mystesies.  The great




