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I3een reotified, ana now hoe, (the Gealnd
Secretary), is able to present for your In-
spection a set of 'books in lis office that, 1~
irmly believe, are eecond to, none, a4d, Masy
-the Most High lqng spare him to us in that
position whioh. lie now so worthuly fills." *

OPENINO AN~D OLOSING.

"«Owing to Our Constitution requiring
business to be dlone in the third degree,
ana the bulh of our loclges working what is
commonly known as the 110anada. Work,"1
a great deal of time is taken up *n 1owering
and raisîng into the different degrees, and
as our ritual does not s.Uow of any short
form beinà used, i w-ould ask the Grand
Lcdge to consider the advisability of ap.
pointing a comm'ittee of wel. skilled breta-
ren to adopt a short form, or allow lodges
to opendirëctlyin the degree. Ifound my
predecessor allowedl a short form, of lower-
ing and raising, wvhich 1 continued, pro
videa always that the lodge penedl
regularly in the first, second and third
degrees, and then when closing clown for
that communication, doing se, regularly in
the third, second and first, degrees.

LODGES OP INSTRUCTION.

"I1mmediately on takhiug office I deter.
minecl to hld Loages of Instruction,
knowing, as I dlid, the great. benefit they
wvould be to, ail concerned, and what an
impetus it woul& give to, the better render-
ing of the work. The enthusiasma Mani-
,esteit at endli meeting was most gratifying
to me, and the evident desire to get the wQrk
up correctly warrants me in. the belief that
the good done by tbis means is beyond
estimation. The only cause for regret was
the iset that there were so fewý attending
fxomn tue country lodges, by whom. these
Lodges of Instruction are needed mnuch
more than by the City Loages. * *

FSIATEERN-.L RELATIONS.

"lIt affords me very. much pleasure to lie
able to informn you that the fraternal
relations of this Grand Lodge with thiat
of the other Grand Lodges throughout-
the world are of the most fraternat and
sîatisfactory charactor. During the year
there lias not been the slightestapocl
to a cloud in the skies to mar th=ec
ana harmony -whioli should e.t all times
charac'terize not only Masonie lodges but
Masonio Grand Lodges. Long May this
-continue. a

"This is the year in which nearly the.
whole civilized world« le celebrating the'
fil tieth Year ef the reign of our boloved
Sovereigu, Hler Most Gracitus ].pjesty
Queen Yictoria, over that Empire 'which,
during lier reigu, has attained that position
amongst the nations .of the earth whioh

warnsus in calling it the leader of civil-
ization é.ud progress, and of whioh, I amn
proud to say, this Canada of ours forms ne

inconsaerable paxt. WPhe progresel of thftt
empire during the, last flfty years inakes
our hearts, pulsate with a. parao4ab1e pricle,
arA fta future des.tinies, we bohevg#, tlia
our adopted land wiil have- nos-mvâl shw.e
in iaking as brillant, as, the past has bean.

'II would recoinmend for yonr considera.
tion the propriety og appoznting a commit.
tee tu drait and forward, through the
Board of General Purposes, an ati&zeBs of
congratulation to our Queen, indicative ef
our loyalty ana love for lier. More es-
peciaily do I think it would be appropriate
from the Taot of lier higli and gracious-
apprecition of our Order, as evlncedl by
lier sanctioniug the acceptance by H. B.
H. the Prince of Wales, of the position ef
Grand* Master of the 'United Grand Madge
of JEngland, further testificd. also by the
admission into our ranIs but a short time
ragu of the Prince of *Wales'eldest son,t'ho

"Let us with all reverence express the
hope that the frateiýna1 dead of ail juris.
dlictions, who havebeiea sumnioned from.
this earthly ]iodge, have given the Pass.
,word and basa permittedt to enter the
Celestifrl Lodge above, ýwbich knows ne
East, West, South or North, but where al
bask in t?.at radiant glory emanating from
thé effulgent Centre, and are now seatecl
at the;right band of Our Heavenly Father.

"The Gocl who hath muade rnankincd
one common brotherhood,

"Hlirseif their Master, the -worldl
r their lodge.

"In conclusion, brethren, niy officialre-
lations with yeu are now about to terrain-
ate, a' large volume of xnost important
business awaits your consideration. Ithlas
been. my desire to7 maIe the report of my
acts as concise as -possible, but oNwiug tâ
the varietv of subjects tha1t i have deemeil
it My duty to bring to your notice, I have
not been able to acéomplish the objeot
aixned. at; however, for this 1 crztve yonr
indulgence Finaily, for my part I can
honestly say that I have performed the
duties appertaining- to My higli Office to
the best of my ability, and with a fll
sense of their importance, and an earnest
desîre te prove inyseif not quite unwortby
of the trust you reposedt in me but a year
s.go. As I retura te, you the embleni ci
anthority, thankfully, raverently realizing
how far short I have fallen from. the idea
* I set up, let me ofier up si prayer to Hlim
who, doeth all. things well, imploring a
blessing on yonrdaelberations, that yen, màay
be se, guided in ail vour acts as 'wlI
redound te thel3ionor and glory.of Ris hély
eramne, the Builder of Heavea and of
eatth, the Most ligli."

The-D1. D. G. M.'s marde vnry lu
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