
616 The Great Scimnier a Maso,.
fied this evening in ha- ing been made a Freemason in this lodge. and on thi.. ocasion,
when so goodly a number of the frateinity are around me, I n'ust ask 3uu to exLuse
me for not having, as arranged, presented myself for the ceremony at your last lodge
meeting; bat, as you are aware, a public engagement pre% ented this. I must further
ask y ou ta excuse the seem:ngly negligent manner, so far as m3 personal appt atince
is concerned, in coming befoie you this evening. ht.t this slight informalit> roll be
excused when you know I have only just retumned from Oxford. I was desirous of
appearing here at all hazards, to-night, knowing you had considerately contentd this
lodge metting for my convenience, and I thank )ou for this kindness. I am fully
alive to the Nlasonic obligations I hae entered into this ecening, and, brethren, Ican-
not den% that I was deeply affected b3 the impressive ceremony. I hae heard a great
deal about Masonry, and I an non proud of being une. I w ill try to be a guod Mason.
No endeavor shall be wanting on my part. I fuel pleasure that my humile attLmpts
ta further the chances of sav ing life at sea have been referred 'to by our immediate
Past Nlater as Masonic acts. I will still continue in my endeavors ta bring those
attenip;ts ta a perfectly successful issue. BrLthren, whether you credit it or nut, my
one sole object in constructing my apparatus and performing the differtnt experime nts
I have, is to benefit humnanity. I feel satisfied that I can have no higher or purer aim,
and I vish for nione other. I was stay ing at Wolerhampton the other day at a place
where a lodge vas being held. Hearing I was in the hotel some of the brethren,
thinking no doubt that 1 must be a Mason, courteously asked me to join thei. I felt
sorry ta confess I was no Mason, and from that moment I determined ta hecome one
as soon as I conveniently could, and, brethien, I thank you that you have on this
present occasion afforded me an opportunity of carrving that determination into effect.
In conclusion, allov me, Brother Gamman, ta th'ank you for the kind wav in which
you proposed the toast of the Brother Initiate, and you, brethren ail, for the genial
manner in which you accepted it. Without giving Bro. Boyton an opportunity of
resuning_ his seat, ail present earnestly begged hin ta give an acco iat of the different
expenments lie had made with his life-saving dress, and the reasons lie had applied
hinseli ta the task of bringing the apparatus to that perfection he had. Bro. Boyton
then at considerable length stated he was connected with a body in America wihose
duty was to sae the lives of slipwrecked mariners and others when in danger, and
that subsequently he filled the post of commander of this body. In the performance
of his dutv heavas too frequently brought in contact with hcartrending scenes. The
poor results attending his and the men's exertions ta save lite vere out of aIll propor-
tion ta their efforts. and his idea.then struck him. It stood ta reason that in a heavy
sea, or even on ordinary occasions, the swimmer, however good his intentions, had
enough ta do ta sustain himself mn the water, and very little of his efforts could be ex-
pended upon others. From the first, therefore, his o'ject was ta construct such an
apparatus, and of such huoyant capabilities, that the swimmer should not bu required
ta expend one iota of his strength towards keeping afloat, thus reservingall his powers
for the object in hand-saving life. At last he produced hi- dress. l'lhe greatest
difficultv lie experienced in its construction was sa ta shape the head piece as to pre-
vent watter from enterng, and in this, after repeated trials, he happily succeeded. At
the commencement his dress did not meet with that approval lie humbly thought it
deserved, but time and patience on his part procured the favorable opinion of the
publie. He essayed many attempts ta perform experiments with his invention on
dangerous occasions, and he wvas often prevented from doing this. At last prejudice
toned down, and he convinced the public mn America that his dress fully answered the
purposes for which it was intended ; zi:at it was of special use when shiipwrecks occur-
red on a dangerous coast, vith a heavy sea ragin., and no means save the unaided
efforts of a gmod swimmer at hand ta corvey a hne ta connect the ship with the coast,
and vhen mue efforts of the most powerful swimmer ta do this were entirely unavaihîng.
Then it was when a plucky man safely esconsed in his dress could perform all require.
ments with comparative ease. He feelingly alluded ta the recent disastrou; wreck of
the Schiller on the Scilly Isles, and felt confident that had there been a fev of his
dresses on board the ill-fated ship, at the time she struck, the majority of the unhappy
passen2ers and crew who met with sa cruel a fate could easilv have been saved.
Amongst other experiments he alluded ta the one he had made offthe coast of Ireland,
when commg from America ta this country. He entered the sea many miles from the
coast, with a packet of letters; on that occasion he experienced great difiiculty in
reaching land, and when he did lie found nothing but high rocky cliffs ta the east of
Cape Clear, and no place offering a sale landing. The sea was running sa high that
sometimes he appeared ta be on a level with the summits of the stupendous rocks, and
at others he would appear ta sink down into an awful abyss, those same rocks and
cliffs looming out before him like great mountains. He had an awfu l tim l
was obliged ta confess, andI he thought his end was come. It was th e on ly time,


