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children will raise ‘their hands to
“make it true,” and tell her what it
is. By this indirect process, quite
analogous to that by which they learn-
cd at first to talk, the children acquire a
written vocabulary sufficient to express
many simple thoughts, without having
the elements, the letters, or the words
directly pointed out to them, or ex-
alted into objects of primary atten-
tion. The written words become a
direct medium, and may be used in
the expression of any thought coming
within the experience of the pupils,
or that they can comprehend, and
“make true,” with the full assurance
that such words perform their legiti-
mate function as language.

All the forms-of expression used in
the first two steps are now used in
writing. New words are added to the
vocabulary as the necessities of the
child require. The pencil and the
crayon are put into the hands of the
children, and they are soon able to
write the sentences, quite legibly, and
with the same accuracy that has char-
acterized the teacher’s work.

ANALYSES.

First Analysis.—NVery soon an im-
portant discovery is made. As the
teacher writes, it will be found that
the children recognize the separate
words. Sentences that have hereto-

fore been to them wholes are discov- -

ered to be made up of parts, each one
of which is common to many of the
sentences they are accustomed to use.
As this is a discovery of their own,
made incidentally, there is little dan-
ger of their being exalted into primary
objects of attention,and thus reversing
the natural order ‘which has thus far
been preserved. They, however, now
make use of these elements as steps
to reach the thoughts expressed by

new combinations, but they do not

stop upon them nor enunciate them
until the thought is complete and
clearly defined. It is found that mis-

exact expression,

takes made by the teacher in writing,
cither repeating a word or using a
wrong one, putting in a wrong letter
and leaving one out,"will as effectually
arrest the class as 1f they were ignor-
ant of the entire sentence. If the
mistake be'an obvious one, the chil-
dren will correct it, when they will read
without hesitation.

Second Analysés ; Letters—As the
children observe the writing: of the
teacher, and practise writing them-
selves, they soon discover that the
words are made up -of parts, The
teacher does not hesitate to talk as if’
these parts were known, and the child-
ren come into possession of the names.
of the letters unconcernedly, and soon
are able to use them in the formation.
of words.

It is thus seen that this method is.
practically the reverze of the old one..
Sentences are first recognized as
wholes. By the first analysis, words
are obtained out of which new sen-
tences are formed; by the second
analysis, letters are ’ obtdined out of
which new words ave constructed ;
the whole being in accordance with
the law of mental action, which.shews.
that wholes are cognized first, and
that exact and completed knowledge:
of objects is obtained by successive
analyses.

Resuits.—The direct results are as
follows : Firsi, perfect naturalness of
expression without drill. OQur teach-
ers never read for the imitation of the
children, and the children never give:
a wrong inflection or a wrong empha-
sis unless they mistake the meaning.

Second, the habit is formed of get-
ting the thought of the author dlrectly
from the printed or written expression,."

‘and for looking first and dlways for a

complete thoughkt. It is not reading
to them, if they are not able to under-
stand what is written.

Tird, the exact thought requiring
The ‘children ac-
quire a knowledie of words and a



