
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

l ask what will you do with al this stuff
ou propose raising I you can't sell roots or

tegtables to aniy am unt in this coun'ry,
Granted, but you can fatten beef, pork, geese,
tarkeys, ducks, and fowls. You can send
tiem to any of the provincial marke!s, and
Afler a little while you can send them to Eng-
bhi, where they fatten ail the beef nn tu.-nips
&d oit cake. If every farmer in Canada vas
to turn bis attention to s'ail feeding, and flax
ud hemp growing, our railroads and ocean
steamers would pay the best of any in the
world, after a littile time they would take
freight, deasd and alive, with no more trouble
tothe roducer than takinz it to the railvay
depot, and directing it to vhere lie wishes to
bare it sold, just tie saine as if he were living
in Ireland or Scotland.

There is another feature in this kind of
cultivation. Any one enjoying average health
(rom seven years old to seventy, can be of
zsa. The inmates of ail the poor honses in
the United Kingdom could be sont out ivi'h
advantage to ail parties. The second year
afier this system b-cane generally practise-1,
oe acre of flax and Iemp to every hundred
o:cupied in Upper Canada, would produce
tle quantity required by Great Britain: and
is much wnuld in no wise interfere with the

goning of wheat. The only opposition set
opagainst flax growinz is ti:e want of machin-
ery to clear it. This, I thirmk, could be very
tily suppled. The bcaking nnd scutch'nLr
ipparatus, I am told, are very simple, and
both could be driven by th horse power of
athresLing machinte. Metion is ail that is

anted ; power is only a secondary considera-
ion.

If tie Government, or Crown Lanls De-
prtment, would furnishs seed to the settliers
M unpaid Ian s,and in a nanner compel then
1o sw an acre of flax or hemp to every hun-
dred tlivy leld, and protect it from seizure for
any debt, pa-t, present, or future, excepting
arearb on the land, there would not be an
Wccu ied lot but would be paid for inside
Qffive years.

The land in this county is admirably adapt-
Ed to the growth of flax. The townships of
Huron, Kincardine, Bruce, Saugeen, are com-
Posed of the following kinds of soil. Along
the 19ie store it is principally white sand
IM tie water's edge to the high ground,
which is errnneensly called the clay banks,
and whish rises from 50 to 100 feet above
île level of the lake. These flats extend the

fulI length of the couitty, sometimes running
as far as two miles in from the lake. This tand
is but çoldom tilled. One crop ii the most
ever taken off ;t. The practice nf bu-ing inl
the drought of summir is very injurious, as it
destrovs al the vegetable matter that has ac-
cumulated for years. Yet any of it that it.is
possible to remove the stones off of, would
give good crops of flax, hemp, beans, peas,
onions, &c., when manured with tve marl to
be fonind on the banks above it. Wlhere these
flats arA composed of die finer sanis, they
grow roots of extraordinary size, with very
htile indulgence in the way of other manure
and iveeding. It is a lamen'able fact that the
finiest m-nure that ever vas applied to land,
is only known in this part of Canada by the
contemptuous name of "clay," manures that
is provided at an expense of $60 per acre in
the Old O untry, and land possossing it would
rent for $15 an acrp, wh1en land not near it
vnuld not rent for $5. For sand or mucky

land there is no manure equal to it. Lime-
stone can likewise be had in Dry quantity on
these shores. Th's too is sadly neglected as
a manure. Wlhen you mention it to any one'
he will tell you th it there is too muh lime i
the soil already. Now althoughs this maY
be the casp, which I very much doubt, it will
not do the crops muchs good. Ail raw ma-
terials must be prepared before it can be of
any perreptible use. On top of this bank the
soit varies between a s'iff clay and sandy loam
in different localities; the marl is within frorn a
foot to eighteen inches of the surface, so that
it may be said that it cannot be worn out
vith proper cultivation. But drained itmust

be, for the marl is so impervious that if the
wator cannot nin off it, it lies there uniil be
sun and wind dry it up. Between six and
eight miles from the lake there is'a strip of
-andy land fron about two miles in breadth.
East of that it is a rich clay loam in some
parts, and warn linestone gravel in others.
Ail the back townships are of the latter des-

cription. On the whole it miy be said that
mari and lime en be had in abundance in any
part of the county. And if every farmer
were to underbrush bis wild land, clean the
surface so that he could r'ke the leaves every
yeir just before the snow falls, he would bave
abundance of manurt. for tie clay lInd. OId
rotten logs broken finf, or even sound timber
piled so as to rot, would benefit land that can
only be plougied at certain seasons, and there
is a great deal of that kind in Canada.


