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/OF THE IROQUOIS, OR SIX NATIONS. 11

.mountains of Aurvergne? Who has read Fox’s book of Mar-

tyrs, and found anything to parallel it in all the records of In-
dian warfare? The slaughter of St. Bartholomew's days, the
destruction of the Jews in Spain, and the Scotch Covenanters,
were in obedience to the mandates of Christian princes,—aye,
and some of them devised by -Christian women who professed

- to .be serving God, and to_ make the Bible the man of their

counsel.

It is said also that the Indians were treacherous, and more,
no compliance with the conditions.ef any treaty, was ever to
be trusted. But the Puritan fathers cannot be wholly exoner-
ated from the charge of faithlessness; and who does not blush
to talk of Indian traitors when he remembers the Spanish in-
vasion and the fall of the princely and magnanimous Morite-
zuma? '

Indians believed in witches, and burned them, too. And
did not the sainted Baxter, with the Bible in'his hand, pro-
nounce it right, and ‘Was not the Indian permitted to be pres-

_ent, when the quiet unoffending woman was cast mto the fire,

by the decree of a Puritan council?

; To come down to the more decidedly christian times, it is
not so very long since, in Protestant England, hanging was the -
punishment of a petty thief, long and hopeless imprisonment
of a slight misdemeanor, when men were set up to be stoned
and spit upon by those who claimed the exclusfve right to be
called humane and merciful. -

Again, it is said, the Indian mode of warfare is, without ex-
ception, the most inhuman and revolting. But I do not know
that those who die by the barbed and poisoned arrow linger in

. any more unendurable torment than those who are mangled

with powder and lead balls, and the aistom of scalping among
Christian murderers would save thousands from groaning days,
and perhaps weeks, among heaps that cover® victorious fields
and fill hospitals with the wounded.and dying. But scalping
is not an invention exclusively Indian. -“ It claims,” says Pres-



