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 TRAGEDIES OF

THE SLUMS
AND OF RURAL ENGLAND

> =
‘Seme Old Country Problems as Seen by a Thoughtful
and Observing Canadian.
‘qvéning about 10.30. on top of a motor

f

v It _copnet - dp -expected: that  oag
.whould speak with ultimate autbority
-about things in Britain after five or
six weexs pilgrimage; yet even that
i3 an advantage over the American
who saw London “in a day.” lecan
«only offer am opinion and speak oi|
what I saw. Nevertheless my oppor-
tunity of seeing and hearing things
from many diflerent points of view
was good. In the party with which I
travelled there were about two hun-,
dred fellow-Canadigns who, ke
Ulysses, were travelling with ‘‘hun-
gry hearts’ and were casting and
peering about with keen eyes for com-
parisons. What one did not see the,
others did, and there was much time
spenat comparing notes. We passed,
&or example, from Glasgow, our
landing place to Edinburg, te Ster-
%ing, Dumfermline, Melrose, Carlisle,

the Lake Country, Oxiord, Warwick, .

Stratford-on-Avon Oath, Londoa,
where we centered for nearly two
woeks, thence to Portsmouth, South-
amyton, Chanunel Islands, thence back
to Weymouth, Taunvon, Gloucester,
‘Tewieabury, - Chester and Liverpool.
Vigits were made at diflerent times to
@oints of interest néarhy some of
these places, euch for instance as
Windsor Eton, Nupeham, the home ol
the Harcourts, Aldershot, Glaston-.
pury, Wells, Abington, Hatfield House
Epping Forest, etc., etc.

met all classes of peéple

land has many clasSes; wé had excel-
lent opportunities of interviewing all
the ‘“‘estaves of the realm;’’ politic-
ians, aristocrats, soldiers, sailors,
farmers, merchants, ¢ivil service ofi-
ficers, hotel proprietors, attenlants,
cabbies and what not. The people of
the British Isles ralish corversation
with visitors,b especially if they are
“Colonials.”” 'There is something
flattering about answering the ques-
tions of a comparative stranger. It
gives the man or woman of the
®omeland feeling of superiority.
Then again the average homelander
old opinions. No country under the
sun has @ “better reputation for
“‘opinions’’ than John Bull’'s land.
Hasno'’t ‘it been so for centuries? What
w:s‘s all the fuss about at the time
of Jacz Cade’'s rebellion on Black-

peath Common, or at the time of the
Civil War? So we had no difficulty
at any point of engaging mn the most
interesting kind of ccmversation about
" gffairs at home and abroad.

The Englishman displays his opio-
ions something as a merchant would
310w his wares. He does it, too,
with the consciousness that he has
the best goods or ‘‘opinions’ in the
world! The beauty of it is that the
Fnglishman is no less anxjous to
hear you express your view of things,
British or mundane. He will ask you
sooner or later ‘‘What impresses you
most?”’ *“What do you think of Lon-
don?’’ and such like questions. Now,
with regard to the former question
my letters in genéral will suffice for
an answer on the Canadian side.
with regard to-the latter question,
it' would be impossible to frame an
adequcte answer. London impress s
me as a clean city to begin with.
Considering the vast population, the
cleanliness of the streets and the or-
derly way in which traffic moves back
and forth is pheaomenal. I rode one
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"Pistinctive Tea
Because it is largely composed
of the fine teas of Northern
‘India, which -are ‘generous in
strength and richmess. These, blended

with the flavory teas of Ceylon, pro-
duce the qualities for wlnchlbd

is famed.

N.B.—Coffee users will find
Red Rose Coffec as genmer-
ously good as Red Rose Tea.
. 372

Lonion Mission Halls, and who had

‘me say, first of all, that despite

. Oon

for pleasiire

bus from tre to Weat Lon-
don and was' surprised at the quiet-
mess of the satreets, At 10.39, how-
ever, ‘‘the sceme is changed,” yet
there is 0o maried excitement.
London is a busy place. We passed
one morning down the Thames from
Westminister to Greemwich. The com-
merce of the seven seas was rapre-
sented here. That makes wo'k, KEast
London is a mixture of tragedy and
comedy. I conversed with g clerical
gentleman I had met in Canaia who
was superintendent of several East

spent most of his life in London. Tet/
all|
he is a well-grounded optimist, and|
believes things are not only improve-|
able, but that they are improving.,
He told me that there were two mil-|
lion people in that borough. The
people for the most part wors on
the docks and average about two ad
a half days work a weeK. Many|
of them find it impossible to get any
work, Life is thus made one long-|
drawaout precarious experience. The
main thoroughfares there are wide;|
thanks 10 the spirit of progress,
which demands -saaitation. But loo¥|
down the bhy-streets, closes and al-
leys. There is mothing but brick and/
Stone. No green grase; mo open park.
That may be a mile away. The little

péts on that SMlth'nvenh&hour
- time when the thougsn of

anada could wavder at will in
- great open—the ‘‘surplus™

% NaLUTS .. b
and recreation. How hu-
manity con keep a vision of home-
life, childbood or other best things|
amidst all that 18 my power.

Yet the possibilities of life even
there are great, The flower of bhu-|
man life is not easily crushed. Hope|
and promise spring eternal. One day|
the ‘‘Canadian Teachers,’’ or ‘‘Hands
Across the Seas’’ party made provis-
ion for giviag two thousand ‘‘slum’’|
children a day in the ‘‘fresh air’’ at
Epping Forest and accompanied
about one thousaad of them out. A}
rare time we had, too. A happier lot
of boys anl girls to all avpearanc?s,
could scarcely be brought together.|
The dress or garb of the caildren wes
more or less below par. Some were,
barefooted. But th: eye was bright
and the desire to live and make the
most of things appeared just as strong
in them as in us. The tragedy of,
their environment! They needed a .
new one; that seemed to be all Why
is it that our social organization is
so much askew? Here are human
lives wanting more open, iTee air,
and- there—say in Canada—is the frze
air and fair uncultivated fields await-,
ing a toiler. Must these children re-|
turn to that blighting atmosphere, !
and cramped by chill penury and
withering poverty, be doomed forever.
to a life of iaferiority and degrada-
tion? Yet all this is but g sample of
the tragedy of every great city, and
but a suggestion of the work that
awaits reformers of present and future. |
Something has already been attempt-
ed and something dome. The Salva- |
tion Army and other humanitarian
organizations are lending a hand. |
They need more assistance and co-
operatiou.

Is it safe to bringz children from/|
the ‘‘slums?’’ In answer to that it
should be remembered that the word
“glum’’ is not an oOppro.r ous term
in every case. In most cases it does
not represent g degradation. It may
Tepresent the very opposite. The
wonder is not that the people there
are bad, the wonder is. that they are
not worse than they are. Fut your-

i
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| do well.

| They have

| Energy must have “room for expan-

|

self in their place. They have had to
struggle to keep out of the mael-
strom. That struggle under more
just conditions would prove their
greatest asset and would place them
higher on the ladder of prosperity, it
may be, than those who look with
disdain on them now. 1 would wager
on an immigrant from fa ‘‘slum’’ or
a “‘ragged school’’ makisig a success
quicker than I would .om a rumout
scion of some aristrocratic family.
Perhaps I have digressed more than
I should just -~ hers, but the:subject
was attractive. = The homeland has
been sending out great pumbers of
immigrants duting the last decade,
hnt after my few weeks looking about
I should say she tould well aflord to
@#pare a million more forthwith., I
think the million themaselves would
be better off, also the Colony to
which they weat and vhe homeland.
Of course, for the most part they
would be tillers of the goil. In a
n2w land like Canada or Australia
they would become buyers and - pro-
ducers, and carrying with them the
rich heritage of an Anglo-Saxon civ-
ilization they would leaven the new
civilization with their coustructive
ideals of go7ernment, and make the
wastes g garden. The homeland would
be relieved of a surplus population, |

have more trade and g better living |
to share among her peoples. Further |
than that, the bounds of Empire |
would be widened and strengthened.
Does this look like a bold or_ rash|
statement?  J.et us look. One of the|
most anotable things in my itinerary
was the number of men employed at|
little jobs, such for instance as
hawking picture post cards on the
streets, selling papers. In one of
England’s most ancient and classical
cities, you could scarcely cross the
street .with a hand satchel, but what
some full-grown, peorly dressed man
would pop out frof¥ romewhere, huury
to your side and Wwith a salute say
beéseechingly, ‘“‘Carry your satchel,
Bir?”" At Potftemouth, where 15,000
men are now employed in the  Nawy
docky-ﬂhm. I was told by an oficia

g 7

when good meat
about g shijling a pound and a mad
has a family to support ani rent t©»
pay..

In the hest farming districts -of
Somersetshire, Devon and Cornwall
the wage of the farm laborer is
twelve shilliags per week not includ-
ing boar4d. The Woltshire County
Council recently voted d»wd a pro-
position to _pay a minimum of eigh-
teen snilllngs per week to its road
men. A well dressed policeman told
the writer under the very shadow of
a wealthy - royal castle thit their
wage was twenty-eight shillings a|
week with the possibility of a rise
to thirty-two, I believe. England’s
rural parts are pleasant to look up-
on, but, also they spell in many
cases, g tragedy, So long as men
accept the present order — Lords,
sjuires, parsons, tenantry—as the es-
sential naturs of things, things will
go Qquietly and peacefully for a while
longer. But for th: most part the
land we see is not cultivated by its
owner. It has a.tenant in char_.e and
judging by the attractive appeaicnre
of the land he must be 'doing g&rod
work. As a matter of fact he has to
Only the best he can do will
give him an existence at all. Apart
from that, the English fsrmer is not
pragressive, The government pro-
vided ‘‘analysis’’ for expert advice
and help, but the perc:ntage who
apply for such advice is woetully
small. The old way is go>d enough
for him. Only the keen competition
of the world’s markets will suffice to
force a new method. There is little
hope of the average farmer or farm
laborer in England rising to a place
of independence. Little wonder than
that many of them have ceased to |
hope for anything better.

An elect lady of Oxford expressed
in her conversation warm disapproval
of Lloyd George’s land taxing scheme
which laid a greater portion of the
monetary burden of the nation on
the large land owners. ‘‘Why,” she
said by way of argument (as if it|
were one that would close the case) |
‘‘the tenants themselves object to it.|
been so lcng under the
of the laniloris thew
fear independence.’”’ My r.ply to tnis
was perhaps a little bo'd. I said:
“That was the argument for slavery,
and was a good reason for doing
away with it.”’ England is far from
being democratic yet, but that is the
way things are tendin-. If some leave
the country for larger, fairer opror-
tunities it is.just what we might ex-
pect. If some stay snd, cuarrel with
the powers that be we peed not le.
surprised, That is going on now. Tf
some accept the situation as a mat-
ter of Providenpce or caste we need
pot be surprised. Such svstems . al-
ways have producad the three classes.
We need pot speak of others who try
to drown their sorrows in drink,

government

Just - in closing, .what a Dboom to ]

both iomeland and colony that thers
bas been g free outlet for the people.

gion or there will bé convestirn and
revolution. As it is the outloo% is
full of hope, though the hour when
all will share with equal justness and
generosity in the commonwealth may
be yet long delayed.

R. 0. ARMSTRONG.

August, 1913.
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on September 16,
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Nova Scotia’s
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woods for exhibition to & justice of
the peace or warden, a# Eeguired by
the a~t, and not the wh Je:8, bone
Cow moose of GRlves may
not be hunted or killed' this year.
The total moose killings st season
as reported to Chief Game Commis-
sioner Knight was 687, §s against
617 during the season of 1311. Hali-
fax led all counties in the number
killed within its boundaries - the fig-
ures for 1912 in comparigog for 1311
being as follows:— E -J !
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1912,
Annapolis County ... ry
Colchester County
Cumberland County
Dighy Couaty
Guysboro County
Halifax County ...
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The Apple Maggot or Railroad
Worm

A short time ago I issued a note
!ol warning against tiais pest, but at
| that time the department here did
not know of any infestation in
Annapolis fruit belt. Information
| bad come to us of a reported out-
i'break around Jordantown but we

lecml& pot . 16cate it. Al our men

polis; a careful lookout for this pest
was maintained. In order to detér-
' mine the presence of this pest every
orchard hsd to be closely inspected
and hundreds of apples had to be cut
' open in the search. . Mr, A. Kelsall's
| party was delegated to wearch the
| district west from Bear River arni

last year, | further east should the pest be found.
, sntlers
tached, the'

Assisted by Mr. H. G. Payne, the
terl;itor_v between Bear River on the
east and as far west as any infesta-
tior could be found was closely in-
spected. As a result of this inspec-
tion Mr. Kelsall reports finding apple
maggot generally distributed in the
district from Bear River to about
three miles west, of Digby on th:
main Yarmouth road. The centre of
the infestation is around. Acaciaville
where several badly infested orchards
were found. Unfortunately, the mag-
got has been discovered quite abun-
dantly im wild apple as well. The
pest was found most rprevalemt in
Bough Sweets, Gravensteins apd As-
trachans as well as the softer kiids
of wild apples. A small infestation
was found ahout a mile east of the
Bear River Bridge but none for sev-

B | oral miles furthier east.
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Caribou may not be killed or
hunted before next geason in ¢D 4
county other tham Vietoria and
verneas, and deer, likewis: may not
be hunted before October of next
year.

The open season for shooting rab-
bits begins October 1st amd lasts un-
til March 1st but snaring or other-
wise killing rabbits for sale may be
done only bétween December 1st and
March 1st. According to reports,
rabbits promise to be fairly plen iful,
notwithstan ling the forcst fires. !

The season for wootlcock, wilson
snipe, blue-winged duck 2nd wood
duck opened Sept. 1lst aad closes
March 1st. Reports 8o far indicat:
black duck unusually plentiful, but
woodcock very scarce. The partridge
season opens Oct. 1st and lasts but a
month. Partridge are reported fairly
plentiful now. {

Angling for the season will close
on October 1st, the season for fish-
ing trout and land-locked salmon,
which ‘opened April 1st, closing then.
Some anglers feel the opemn season for
trouting might be clos*d a month,
earlier, with beneficial results.

oty s

| A Suggestion
For Those in Doubt

|

| 1t weuld,

| warn all
Ilruit from the infested to uninfested

o fadi

to about three miled beyon
on the Yarmouth road. In order that
the distribution of this pest be re-
stricted as muech as possible I am
placing Mr. Kelsall in the infested
district to give all necessary help and
warn fruit growers of the n:cessity
of active control measures. All
dropped fruit should be gathered
every four or five days and fed or
burned, not . buried. Fruit growers
should also closely inspect all wild
apple trees and see that any infested
fruit is destroyed. When in doubt
write the department here, and every
effort will be made to aid in the wor.y
If the fruit growers in the tafested
district will see to it that all wind
falls are destroyéd by cocoXing or
feeding within a few days after they
have fallea it will mean a great re-
duction in the pest for the coming
year. Next year all these orchards as
well as wild apple trees should be
carefully sprayed with lead arsenate
just after the blessoms fall and then
nbout two weeks later. These are the
two regular codling moth sprays aad
in large commercial orchards in badly
infested districts have proven success-
ful in controlling this pest. However,
full directions will be issued in the
spring dealing with the nece:=sary
control measures.

At this time it may also be well to
buyers to avoid shipping

districts for packing purposes. For

| in this way culls are so often thrown
Now, if we were asked to sug- ! away and if the maggots are present

gest a suitable ipvestment selec- |
|

tion we would say: “Biuy Nova
Scéotia Underwear Preferred”—uun-
less you showed a preference for
bonds, in which case we could re-
commend some very good ones
from our list.

But you will find upon examin-
ation that Nova Seotia Under-
wear Preferred Stock is decidedly
desirable. For tihe fist six months
of this year the issuing Company
earned a large surplus over the
amount necessaary for preferred
dividends and with the many or-
ders on hand this is likely to con-
tinue for the balance of the year.

The dividends .are 7 p-c¢. and
cymulative. Today the stock can
bel b%ught outright or ‘on gur Part-
ial Payment . Plaut pt. 98 p.c. to
give the ha.?xdsome ‘yalel:%f p.c.
May we send you further Jetails? .

J. C. Mackintesh & Co.
. . Batebished 1893

lo-ben' Montreal Steck Exchange
Direct Private Wires

Halifax, Montreal, St. John,
Fredericton, New Glasguw.

| i
i Mrs. Catherine Armstrong, one

in tae fruit as they
new outbreaks are bound to occur.
ROBT. MATHESON,

| Provincial Entomologist.
{ Truro, N.

S
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' CELEBRATES HER

NINTIETH BIRTHDAY.

of
the oldest residents of North Sydney,
| celebrated her 90th birthiay on Fri-
day last, having been born in Bridge-
town, N. S., on Sept. 12, 1823. Her
husband, the late James Armstrong,
who was g widely known and highly
esteemed citizen of our town, died
some twelve years ago at the age of
eighty-fonr years.. Her surviving chil-
dren are Mrs. S. C. Ergkine, of Ros-
lindale, Mass., Rev. W, F. Armstrong
D. P., of Rangeon,
J. ‘N.-Armstrong, of this.towm, and
T. J. Armstrong, KEsq., a leading
‘usiness man' of Portland, Oregon,
and President amd owner of the Noon
Bag Co., one of the largest manufac-
turing establishments of that city,

3

day; Mrs. Armstrong was the rezip-
 jent of congratulatory messages and

numerous friends. Enjoying . gool
health and remarkable in many ways
for a person of her advanced age,
the North Sydney Herald trusts Mrs.
Armstrong may still see and exper-
ieace many years of life and happi-
pess. Mrs. Armstrong resides here

the’

thus seem that the pres|o

frequently are’

India; Hon. Dr, |

On. the occasjon of bet 90th birth- |

remembrances from her <hildren and ]
other "members ‘of the family, and

with her son.—North Sydney Herald, |

LAWRENCETOWN SCHOOL EXHIBITION

Great Interest Shown by the Schélan in this Splendid

Method of

Instruction

The ,annual exhibition of the Law-
rencetown Public School was held om

l"riga‘y last and has been pramoumced |
by all as the most sucedssful one yet,'

These exhibitions have. been held n>w
for several wyears snd deserve more
than a local attention g3 a successful

attempt and way to interest our)

school childrem in their work and in|
the country about them.

The exhibits quite fillléi the large'
school rooms, and would have done
credit to a much larger country fair.
But far more important than the size
of the beets and turnips and pump-
kins wa® the interest manifested by
the children in this method of in-
struccion. The large mumber of com-
petitors indicated a very general
concern had seized the whole school
for this variety of knowledge.

Besides prizes for vegetables grown
by the children, prizes were also
awarded for the best small garden
cared for by a boy or girl. 'These
bad beea visited several times during
the summer by the judges and the
award given at this time. The boys'
and girls were in sgparate sections, |
the girls not requiring to care for
quite gs large an ares a,sthe boys.

Another section was for collection
of insécts and several very good
botes of these were shown neatly |
mounted. f
Wild Sowers and ‘

rved 14" fio!
carefully dried,” presssd ani¥
and pamed ™ . .
Manual training worfk done byl
pupils gt home without a master was
shown on ona wall, and was\display:

of the ingenuity and dexterity of the' Cabbage

weeds formed an- |

as ‘‘the boy is father of the man’
many of these plans may yet work
out into improved school grounds and
buildings in our County in the .msxt
generation.

On the whole the Exhibition reflects
great credit on those who manszed
it. We notice in the officers and
Committee of Management such well
nown educationalists and teachers as
Dr. Hall, Principal Banks and his
staft of teachers, R. J. Mecssenger,
H. H. Whitman, the town clergy, in
fact the whole community and the
Monitor hopes to be able to report
many more such Exhibitions at Law-
rencetown and in many other schooln
throughout the County from year
year.

Below we give the prize winnars

Garden Prize for Boys.

Lo

1st prize senior—Gordon Boland,
Eraest Palfrey, Horace Layte.

2nd prize, semior—Cldrence Daniels,
Clyde Morse.

3rd prize senior—Abner
Leonard Mellick.

1st prize juniors—John Hall,
Howard.

2nd prize juniors—Norval
Leander l.ongley.

3rd prize juniors—Donald MacPher
son, Francis Daniels.

/ Garden Prizes for Girls.
1st prize senior—Josi

Bileaa Prince. .
7nd prize senior—

Phinn=y,
John

Bantws,

Banim,

Beans and Plants—1st, Florence
Layte; 2nd, Clarence Daniels.

Beets and six plants—Ilst, Erneat
Palfrey: 2nd, Clarence Daniels.

(2 heads) 1st, Alton

boys that showed a great variety of Brown.

useful grticles from g rolling pin
a bob-sled. !

The collection of native woods was
shown on another table add upwards
of forty varieties displayed in n:atly
cut and planed yuarter sections six
inches long.

To bhe sure that these were done by
the small boy who showed more in-
terest in
spelling book, one had but to glance
at the names on some of them. Cedar
was marked ‘‘Seeder,”” while the
graceful sumack received a practical

'

Carrots (6) 1st, Horace Layte; 2nd,
rnest Palfrey.

Celery (3 heads) 1st, no name.
Cauliflower, (2 heads) 1st, Ernast
Palrey.

Citron, (3) 1st, Francis Danmiels.
Corn (6 ears) 1st, Hector Whitman-
Cucumber (6) 1st, Donald Mac

-

Phersoa; 2ni, Francis Daniels.

John Hall;, 2n4d,
Dwight Foster;

Squash (1)
Pumpkins

1st,
(1) 1st,

i " i d, whit A
nature studies than in ‘his igrmagseclt)z;iels.‘ i

Potatoes (6) 1st, Gordon Boland;

2nd, Ben Prince.
Onions (6) 1st,

John Hall.
Parsnips (6) 1st, Clyde Brown; 2nd,

Eileen Prince; 2nd,

turn from this enthusiastic collection ponald MacPherson.

by being spelled ‘‘shoe mack.”

The Domestic Science exhibit
brought together many dainty gar-
ments with plain and
and needle work, as well ag plenty
of bread, rolls and .some cake, all
done by the chikiren. :

Another class was made up of
drawing and painting and saother
showinrg penmanship, in all of which
there were npumerous entries and close
competition and all displaying much
taste and art. !

A prize for the best essay on ‘‘The
Educational Value of School Prem-
ises,”” brought together a desk full
of plans and details for
houses and grounds that would do
credit to more mature architects, and'’

school 204,

Tomatoes (3 ripe) 1st, Clyde Browne
Tomatoes (3 green) 18%, Clyde

Turnips (Swede, 4) 1st, Donald Mae-

Brown; 2nd, Eileen Prince.

fancy s:wing phergon; 2nd, Alton Brown.

Oats (1 sheaf) 1st, Dwight Foster.
Pansies (6 blooms) 1st, Augusta

| Messenger; 2nd, Margaret Whitman.

Sweet Peas (6) 1st, Lillian Palrey;

2nd, Angusta Messenger. :
Nasturtiums (6) 1st, Eileen Prince;

2nd, Dorothy -Howard.
Six blooms of other garden flowers

1st, Marion Morgan; 2nd, FEileen

Prince. ;
Ist prize seniors—Abner Phinaey;

2ni, Donald Messenger.

Wild Plants aad Weeds.
1st prize seniors,— Jean Palfrey;
Lena Foster; 3rd, Florence
Miller.

(Concluded on page 8.)

Roval Bank of €anada

INCORPORATED 1869.

CAPITAL
RESERVE FUNDS

$11,500,000
- $12,500,000

AGGREGATE ASSETS - $1 75,900,000 '

70 BRANCHES IN THE MARITIME PROVINCES

L

SAVINGS - DE
interest ‘allowed at highest current rates.

PARTMENT. .

e A

A. F. LITTLE MANAGER, Bridgetown
F. G. PALFREY MaANAGER, Lawrencetown
E. B. McDANTEL MAaNAGceR, Annapolis Royal.
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