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SADINGIAL NEWS
TILD IN FEW
HORDS

The district board of the United
Mine Workers have organized : 8ys-
tematic relief for the v‘lgtlmg-of the
recent disastrous fire at Coal Creek.
Touching the Zross exaggeration of
the 1'i'1vrest gﬁre conditions in the Koote-
nays, the following appears -in the
current issue of the Ternie District
Ledger:  “The clouds of smoke
hanging _over the Lizard range
has had - the effect of  stirring
up all sorts of rumors as
to the close proximity by fire. TFire
Chief MecDougall made an exhaustive
ion of the vicinity of Morrisey
Ledger that reports
n eight miles of
d he considered Fernie was

an
the 1o kably well this summer.”

faring Temar

* anada” @ magazine published in
Lon(liir::, Eng., in its isue of July 24,
i1ls one page Wi

irlxlgra.\'[ngg. The one is & cut of the
city of Nelson, B.C., and the other view
nas as its title, “Packing apples in
Nelson, B.C.” Strange to say, this lat-
ter is a view of & Peachland orchard
in which two packers are engaged in
wrapping and packing peaches in
peach crates. On the end of each box
may, by the aid of a magnifying glass,
be read “Peachland Trading. Co. and
Peachland Peaches,” and now Peach-
jand protests pertinently.

A TRAGEDY OF ERRORS.

Announcement of Death
Two Women Close .to
the Grave.

A tragedy of errors is reported in
connection with the illness respective-
ly of Mrs .Robinson of Vancouver and
Mrs. Jeffries; her mother, of Nanaimo.
Both ladies are very ill, and through
some regretable mischance the News
Advertiser on Sunday announced the
death of Mrs. Robinson, and that the
funeral would take place on Monday
at 2 oclock. This intimation has
caused such &, shock to the mother
that she is now in a very serious con-
dition, while knowledge of her
mother’s dangerous illness has greatly
reduced Mrs. Robinson’s chances of re-
cOVery.

VERNON FIRE CONSPIRACY

Evidence at the coroner’s inquest on
the Okanagan ‘Hotel fire at Vernon
tends to show that others than Alexan-
der Smith were implicated in the crime.
Before he disappeared, Smith wrote
a letter to a friend in Chilliwack say-
ing that his body would be found in
a swamp at Swan lake.. He borrowed
a pistol from a friend before leaving,
and told him that he was not guilty,
but that he knew who had set fire to
the hotel. He said it was
worth forty-five thousand dodlars, and
that he would:gever divulge his' name;
he would take the ropé first. -

r%iis being scoured for

4% not thought thit he

It e, it being knmown that

he took ‘& r-of blankets with him,

and that he told the boy who gave him

the gun:that he intended to steal a
horse and get across the line.

/A sensational statement was made
at the inquest by A. Sigalet, one of the
hotel proprietors, who hinted that he
suspected his' partner, Albers, of being
guilty of the orime. He sald that
shortly aftér they started business Al-
bers sald to him that i things did not
turn out satisfactory, all they had ‘to
do was to touch a match to the build-
ing. Albers did nat stop in the hotel,
and did not g to bed the night 6t the
fire,'sleeping with his boots and trous-
ers on;on the lounge in his house. He
explained this by saying he was suf-
fering from diarrhoea. A g

It trangpired at the inguest that
there waé ohly 6ne fire eseape on the
building and-no ropes in the bedrooms,
as required by ‘law. The ‘proprietors
testified that .the bullding had never
been inspected for fire escapes. As the
fire brigade {is a ' volunteer organ-
ization, the act places the duty of look~
ing after the enforcement:of the fire
escape law upon the eity police.

The reason that the jury a@journed
was that they hoped Smith would
be secured during the week, and might
be induced to turn King’s evidence.

When volunteer helpers went to re-
move the horses at Alex. Smith’s sta-
bles, they found that they had already
been taken out, although the fire had
not then advanced dangerously.

ALBERNI'S TIMBER WEALTH

Eight Hundred and Forty-Five Mil-
lion Feet of Standing Timber on
21,120 Acres
_Eight hundred and forty-five mil-
lion feet is an estimate of the amount
of merchantable timber that can be
loggedhoff 21,120 acres of timber Lm-
its in the Alberni district, according
to the Pioneer News. The figures
have just been compiled by George H.
Jalley, a cruiser who is well" known
in this and other districts of British
Columbia, The timber was mostly
staked by 8. H. Toy, of Alberni; and
W. B. Garrard, of Victoria, - with
whom were associated C. F. Lay and
A. G. H. Potts, of this city.. It was
sold, in January last, to James Mc-
Nare aand E. J. Skeans, of Vancouver,
for whom Mr. Jalley has been esti-
mating. It is located around Sproat,

Great Central and Nahmint lakes.

ALBERNI HAS A GRIEVANCE

Erroneous
Brings

Claims Discrimination By Steamship
Company in the Handling
Lumber.

The new Alberni Board of Trade, at
a meeting Monday, shaped a grievance
to be laid before the C. P. R. freight
department. C. F. Blandy, on behalf of
the two lumber mills of the town, sta-
ted that lumber billed for West Coast
points was frequently left on the whart
for several weeks before being shipped
owing to the refusal of the steamship
officers to~load it at the first oppor-
tunity. The excuse usually made was
that the ship already had & full deck
load, but this excuse could not  be
justly used on the following trip of the
steamer as the lumber billed at New
Alberni ought then to have priority
over later consignrnents.from Victoria.
This action was injurious to the local
interests ag it was forcing consumers
to order from Victoria, because, they
could not stand the delays experienced
on orders placed at .New Alberni. Sev-,
eral ‘members ' spoke, condemning the
attitude of. the steamship company, and
numerous cases of delay were cited.
It was also stated that lumber was
sometimes-left behind when there was
ample room for it on the deck of the
®teamer. The transportation commit-
tee was instructed to send data to the
headguarters of the steamship company
in Victoria.

groom are now holidaying in the hon-

a.  man

“LITTLE LORD FAUNTLEROY”

Mr. and Mrs. Walter McRaye Are Now
Spending Honeymoon on the
Island.
The marriage of Miss Lucy Webling
of London, and Mr. Walter McRaye
took place at Christ church, Vancouver,
on Monday evening last, and bride and

eymooners’ paradise of Vancouver Is-
land, being at present in Duncan. Mrs.
McRaye is a sister of Miss Peggy Web-
ling, who has gained a name for her-
self. in the literary world by the pro-
duction of.“The Story of Virginia Per-
fect,” y the dramatizing - of
“Westy “Ho,” which will bé pro-4
duced at the London = Eycéum  early
next year. Another of her sisters, Miss
Fthel Webling, has exhibited a num-
ber of clever miniatures in the Royal
Academy. Mrs. McRaye herself is a
well-known actress, and was the or-
iginal of “Little Lord Fauntleroy.” She
received a number eof congratulatory
messages from other London actors
and actresses, including Ellen Terry,
Lewis  Waller and George Alexander.
The bride was given away by Mr.
George Edwards, and was attended by
two little girls, Lucy Bdwards and
Evelyn Eveleigh. She was dressed in
an Empire frock of ivory silk malines
with a transparent yoke and high ceol-
lar of fine tucked net, finished with a
large white hat swathed with chiffon
and long white plume, and she carried
a bouquet of bride roses -and carna-
tions. After the honeymoon they will
enter vaudeville, in a sketch by the
bride’'s sister, Miss Peggy Webling.

SAVED FROM AWFUL FATE

Chinese at Vancouver Would Have
Been Buried Alive But For the
_ Health Inspector.

Health Inspector Pitman, of Vancou-
ver city yesterday morning sayed
a Chinaman from ‘being buried allve,
The Oriental was brought from Stev-
eston and taken to the Chinese Hospi--
tal on Pender street Bast. Inspector
Pitman went there shortly after to'see
what was the matter with the men,
and was informed tbat he was dead,
and that his friends were éven, then at
an undertaker’s rooms: arranging for
burial. : a R X

Mr. Pitman ‘went to the morgue toq
see the dead man, and carefully ob-
serving the body, -detected 'signs of
life. Summonjng assistance, he had
the man taken up stairs to one of the
wards, where in a shert time he be-
gan to talk. 'Al pHysician was sum-
moned to take charge of the patient,
who is suffering from some internal
trouble.

FOR PREVENTION OF FIRES.

Vernon Board of Trade Makss Inter-
esting Suggestions for Protec-
tion of Hotel Guests.

The board of trade of Vernon has
recommended to the city council of
that place the following regulations
with regard to the prevention of hotel
fires, arising from the disaster at
the Okanagan hotel, when eleven lives
were lost recently:

1. Red lights to be- placed above
every fire alarm box and to be kept

burning all night. ;

2.. The. night watchman to LY
watéhman’s clock and report reguiarlv
during the night at stations in differ-
ent parts of the city, a record being
kept of such reports.

3 .Every hotel and hoarding house
with accommodation for 30 guests or
over, to keep a night ¢lerk 'and that it
be the duty of the night policeman to
see that such men are on duty.

4. Proper fire escapes to be placed
in all hotels and boarding houses, and
red lights to be placed in corridors
where such escapes are sitfated; and
each bedroom be provided with proper
lights during the whole of the mnight.

5. /Ropes sufficiently strong to be
placed in each bedroom above the
ground floor properly fastened and
long eénough to‘reach the ground.

At the suggestion of W. R. Megaw
a section was added asking that each
flat be provided with an alarm, cap-
ableé '0f-being sounded from the office,
to arouse guests in case of. fire.

E. . Orchard suggested further
that the posts on which' alarm boxes
are placed be painted in some gtriking
colors,; #uch as red and white, 80 as t©
“be easily distinguished at times.

BiG COAL DEAL PENDING.

A ¢oal deal ot very considerable in-
terest and importance to Vancouver
Island will probably be advanced &
stage today by the extension of the
option, for a consideration of $24,000,
now held by a subsidiary syndieate of
Northern Pacific capitalists headed by
President Elliott, in 4,800 acres of coal
land in the Cedar District, where a
ten-foot seam was struck a fortnight
ago by the drill, under circumstances
narrated exclusively in the Evening
Post at the time. The money for the
extension of the option was deposited
with the Canadian Bank of Commerce
at Nanaimo Tuesday, and unless the
unforseen intervenes, all necessary
formalities will have been disposed of
before this issue of the Post is in the
hands of its readers. Some months ago
Mr. C. R. Cleghorn, general manager
for the Northwestern Improvement
Co., as this subsidiary syndicate is
named, securéd options on the tract of
4,800 acres and proceeded with promp-
titute to test its value with the dia-
mond drill. Arrangements have now
been made for a six months’ extension
of option at $500 per acre, or $24,000
in all, and it is for the purpose of ex-:
ecuting this new agreement that the
représentatives of the capitalists ‘are
now in Nanaimo, Mr. Cleghorn being
accompanied by, Messrs. D. P. Swein,
A. J. Swindle and Henry Croft. Un-
fortunately two or three of the own-
ers of Cedar properties were not in &
position to renew the agreement yess
terday, and until they can do so pro-
ceedings are at a standstill. Mr. Croft
and the others interested hope to be
able to close the deal today.. Mr.
Cleghorn makes the announcement
that if arrangements are concluded
and further developments justify pres-
ent prospects, both the Northern Pa-
cific and.the Great Northern—for they

are working together in this matter—
will ship their fuel coal and very large
quantities of it from this section, and
probably from Nanaimo harbor. Mr.,
Cleghorn even intimates that if his
company becomes satisfled with - the
conditions it is quite within the pos-
sibilitieg” that the railways for which
his company would provide Island coal,
would help, by extending a good ferry
gservice and building raillway facilities
for handling very large gquantities of
coal, to develop Vancouver Island and
look for a share of the trade in con-
nection with their Vancouver- termin-
alg. Of course as is well-known, dia-
mond drills and shafts have proven
that there is good coal on the lands
referred to, the only question to settle
is ‘the extent of the measures.

' The provinefal government is mak-
ing very considerable expenditures. on
‘improvements. to the = Fraser river
bridge at New Westminster. The traf-
fic floor will be replanked for the first
time since ¢onstruction of the dridge,
and the painting of the structure will
continue in progress wuntil next year.
About seventy-five or eighty men are
engaged in this work, under Messrs.
Marshall & Gifford. Upwards of ter

POOREST “BIG YEAR” QN RECORD

Salmon Fishing on the Fraser Closed
at Midnight—A Few Com-
parisons.

Last night at 12 o'clock the sockeye
season on the Fraser river for 1809
came to an end, the year going on re-
cord as one of the poorest “big” sea-
sons ever known in this province. No
official figures are yet available as to
the amount of the pack, but the can-
ners already know within a few hun-
dred what it will be, and the most o?-
timistic forecasts place it at only 825,-
500 cases, or.just about
two big years. The total pack of 625~
000 cases will be made up approximate-
1y as follows:

A \ Lasges.

Fraser RIVEr.. uo oo oo oo wo #-420,000
Rivers Inlet .. 85,000
Skeena River .. . «o 85,000
NABS .. .2 4o seioe eo o5 o0
Lowe Inlet .. «o o ac ve o»
Other DOINtS ., .. .. +o 2s »o oo 11,000
. In 1905 and 1901, the last two "Dbig”
;;euons. the paok in detail was as fol-
ows:

ve o
o e

-

Cases
1901
990,252
126,092
14,790

1906
Praser River.. ». . ..877,186
Skeena, River,, .. ». ..114,085
Naas River .. . s+ ++ 82,122
Rivers Inlet .. «. .. +. 88,122 66,840
Towe Inlet.. o5 o, o »+ 60,302 38,182

In the main the canners attribute
the small pack to two causes. They
are of the opinion that the fish came
if not in so great quantities as In pre-
vious big years, at least in large
enough numbers to have ensurcd a
good pack under more favorable con-
ditions. They first blame the traps
operated on the American side for the
shortage, claiming that these hold up
all the fish before they have a chance
to enter the Fraser at all. In the sec-
ond place they claim that the limita-
tion of nets used in the river to sixty
meshes allowed many fish to esgape.

Canners who petitioned for ~the
longer season took the ground that the
fish were about two weeks late in
reaching the river this year and that
a short extensien .of time would not by
any means .be against the policy of
conservation followed by the govern-
ment, It was estimated that had the
fishing season been extended till Sep-
tember 8 the:pack on the Fraser would
ha.v‘a"%gnh inereased between: 100,000
and 150,000 cases. As it is, several of
the cannerymen and also the Chinese
contractors 'are hard hit.

No more ‘fishing will be allowed un-
til Séptember 15 when what 'Is known
as the-segond run occurs. Many are an-
ticipating a big run for the second sea-
son, hoping in & measure to counter-

balance - the poor period just closed.

SALE OF THE NICKEL PLATE
Big Similkameen Mine and Daly Re-
duction Co.'s' Works in New

Hands.

The sale of the Daly Reduction Co.s
stamp mill and the famous Nickel
Plate mine at Hedley has at last been
consummated after a period of: sus-
pense and anxiety through fear that
the deal might be dropped and the
non-progressive methods of the old
regime continued. It means much for
Hedley and will benefit the whole Bi-
mitkameen. A smelter may now be
looked forward to with some real and
tangible basis of expectancy. The pur-
chasers are men interested in the Uni-
ted States Steel Corporation and the
price pald is said to be $6,500,000, but
no officlal figures are, as yet, available.
There are indisputable evidences o¢ the
Great Northern ate, J. J. Hfll, e~
ing interested in the deal, which makes
the bargain, so far as the Similkameen
public are concerned, all the better.

HELP IN A GOOD CAUSE
Subsoription Opened at Vancouver 'For
Family of Brave Veteran, Victim

of Acoident.
As already recorded in the Post,
John Brown, a stump blaster in the
employ of the Point Gre‘i munieipality,
lost his life last week through an ex-
plosion of stumping dynamite, which
oocurred as he was bending‘te investi-
gate a hlast that had missed fire.
Brown, as told of in the Post yester-
day, 'was a British anmy veteran, and
the head of a little family at Nanaima,
who are - left {ll-provided for. - The
circumstances of the hapless wife and
her children are pitiable, and - The
Province has opened a subscription for
their relief, contributing $25 to set
the ball rolling. At last reports a to-
tal of $62.56 had been received. Any
Victorians desirous of assisting a de=«
gerving cause may send .their sub-
gcriptions either direct to the Province
or to the Post, whi¢ch will be glad to
transmit them to the paper first mov-
ing in the matter.

CARTWRIGHT AT HARRISON

Liberal Parliamentarian De-
His Western Visit to Be

Striotly Private

Sir Richard Cartwright, G. C. M. G.,
minister of trade and commerce, is
taking the waters at Harrison Hbt
Springs, and it is expected L will pay
an unofficial visit to the Coast cities
in the near future, Sir Richard ar-
rived at Harrison in his private car
last Saturday, but his arrival was
kept very quiet, and it was not until
yesterday that the news of his visit
to this province arrived in this city.
The minister is suffering from acute
rheumatigm, and it is in hope of
finding a cure that he hag journeyed
out'to Harrison Hot Springs. It is
stated that since commencing a
‘course of treatment there he has been
considerably improved. Sir Richard
has made no statement as to his fu-
ture plans, but it is probable that if,
as geems probable, he is ‘velieved by
the waters, he will gay a visit to this
city, Vancouver and New_ ‘Westmin-
ster. Any visit he may make will,
however, be of an. . unefficial nature,
and w‘lh not be accompanied by
speechmaking or functions of a pub-
lic character. ‘

STUCK TO HiS POST

Another Hero of the Rail Presents
Himself in Person of Great Nor-
thern Engineer.

In connection with the wreck of the
Grand Forks to Spokane passenger
train by falling through a blazing
trestle Sunday, details of which were
given exoclusively in the Post of Mon-
day last, it is now learned that the
fortunate immunity of those on board
from death or serious injury was due
to the courageous devotion to duty of
Locomotive Driver Herbert Jones. In-
stead of following his fireman In a
leap for safety, Jones stuck at the
throttle, applied emergency -brakes,
and fell with his engine and the bag-
gage car forty feet into Dragoon c¢reek
through the burming trestle., He was
unconscious when rescuéd, and  had
sustained a fractured leg and & scalp
wound, but will recover. Men in the

baggage car escaped uninjured.

The accident occurred while the
train was rounding a curve. Smoke
from the bush fires prevented the en-
gineer se¢ing that the bridge was on
fire until too late to stop the train. The
engine ran clear across before the
bridge broke letting the baggage and
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WANT A BETTER ROUTE

Great Northern Is kgoking for a More
r Feasible Right-of-Way
It is well knowad'thdt the chief en-
gineer of the V., ¥./'& B. and other
Great Northern: off I8 have a par-
ticular dislike’ “fdf"\ the Coquiballa
surveyed. It is with a

route as now
view to avolding #his route that En-

gineer Kenm-’:dggl with two assistants,
Black and Hogéland, left on Thursday
for. the head of Bagle Creek, a tribu-
tary of the Tulameen river. From
the head of this creek to TUnknown
Creek there is a long divide, which,
if favorable for tunnelling, it s said,
would save some thirty miles of
heavy construction from the head of
Coquihalla Pass to Hope. The party
is piloted by. L. Gibson, who knows
the country well and is an experi-
enced packer. |,

Pile driving 1s, proceeding rapidly
on the bridge acxloss the Similkameen,
due to the clocklike work of the ma-
chine and every man knowing his
business and doing it. In another
week or ten days the bridge will be
ready for the horse dump cars ex-
tending the grade onto the station
yard flat.

More men have arrived recently and
a big push is noticeable all along the
iine. It is believed that the raillayers
will be here on schedule time, Octo-
ber 1st.

TO PROSPECT ON PEACE

d the engine

- fortunately . the
the car with the
ke, leaving ' the

. standing on the

escaped safely,
communicated to
! track, and all' the

Vancouver Company Sending Party
of Men Out From Edmonton

Mr. §. R. MacCliaton, president of
the Ingenika-Finlay River Develop-
ment Company, has returned from
Hdmonton, where he last month ar-
‘ranged for a prospecting party . to
leave for the upper waters oOf the

. Peace river in British Columbia. This

party will thoroughly prospect the
conatry about Fort St. John and west
of the Peace river, wintering = at
Keithley. lake. In the spring they will

dAilhE‘ghxi‘:m' and Tallgtti clui.ileng&
® * e ns to come out an
 fight. . Fw this he struck
one of the Finns in the face, and made
him bleed badly. He thepn went out
with his rifie, and shot up the house
from outside; but did net hit anyone.

The provincial.constable took Tali~
vitti under arrest to Revelstoke. He
came up' before Magistrate Foster
yesterday and -pleaded guilty, say-
ing he had been 8o drunk he did
not know what he was doing. He was
ﬂnetd twenty dollars and ten dollars
costs.

THAT $10,000,000 CONTRACT

Many |ntgrooting Features in Connec-
tion With Latest Undertaking of
Foley, Welch & Stewart.

There are many interesting features
of construction connected with the con-
tract just signed by Foley, Welch &
Stewart for the. second section of the
Grand Trunk Pacific east of Prince
Rupert. The problem of getting in
plant, powder as well as sufficient sup-
plies for horses and men to last all
winter is quite formidable and its so-
lution will require care. The steam-
boat service will be taxed to the limit
during the next two months. Five river
boats including two owned by the rail-
way contractors will be engaged in for-
warding. To obviate the danger of
making the ascent of the dreaded Kit-
salag canyon, the scene of many wreécks
and drownings, the steamboats wil be
located on the lower and upper reaches
of the S8keena and the outfits and sup-
plies will be discharged at the bottom
of the canyon and packed overland or
hauled by tram for'a distance of a mile
and a half. Of the three new steam-
boats about to go fnto commission, two
are owned by the Grand Trunk Pacific
raflway. The work on the 140 mile sec-
tion is not as heavy as on the first 100
mile. contract but in¢ludes the driving
of five tunuels, one of which is in the
Bulkeley valley:and will have a length
of over 2,500 feet. The line from the
end of the first section will follow the
right or west bank of the river to &
point 16 miles below Hegzelton, cross-
ing the river by a cantllever bridge at
an elevation of seventy feet above the
water. Then the line leaves the Skee-
ne and taking a northeasterly bend as-
cends the south bank of the Bulkeley
river, passing within three miles of
Hagelton. 35t 18 a certainty that work
along mnearly all the second section will
be in progress before the end of the
year end en actual start at construc-

be joined by Mr. MacClinton and the
prospecting work will be. carried over
the mountains to the Ingenika-Finlay
country. >

It -is- probable that the company’s
engineer, Mr, J. F. Bledsoe, who s
now in the Ingenika country in charge
of operations there, may come out
over the mountains by the Peace Ri-
ver: pass to Fort St. John, and with
the reports from their engineer and
from their two prospectors, Jonathan
Graham and William Rodley, + work-
ing in the upper Peace, the company
will be in possession of full informa-
tion regarding a Peace River route to
the Ingenika goldfields.

While in the East Mr. MacClinton
was successful in bonding one of
three claims which, with two asso-
ciates he controls in Gowganda, Nor-
thern Ontario, This claim~ brought
the prospectors $75,000. ‘The two re-
maining claims are considered of still
higher value.

PROMISCUOUS DRINKING
.Responsible for Fracas at Revelstoks
Magnified Into 8 Murder Case.

A report was received at Revelstoke
last night that ‘a man at the sec-
tion house near Craigellachie had been
shot three times, ~ /Provincial 'officer
Kingston and Dr. Hamilton went out,
but found only a drunken brawl. A
Hungarian named-Victor Talivitt! and
three Finns had been drinking together

tlon will be made Refore steamboat
navigation on the upper river shall
have closed. With the award of this
contrdct there now only remains a g:g
of less than 450 miles of line on whi
c¢fnstruction will not soon be in pro-
gress. The gap is the interior section
between Tete Jaune Cache, fifty miles
west of Yellowhead Pass, and Alder-
mere in the Bulkeley valley.. The same
railway firm is now building a 180-
mile section of the line from the Mec-
T.eod rivéer, Alberta, td Tete Jaune
Cache. This section is to be finished
a year from November next.

CRIMINALS IN CUSTODY.

Bertrand Lee Returned to Tacoma,

While Fritz Dean

Goes East. :
Dectective Fackler, of Tacoma, left
Vancouvaer yesterday with Bertrand
Lee, a deserter from the United States
navy, who was arrested in the Ter-
minal town gp & charge of vagrancy
after being found with a womsn who
gave the name of Celena Hughes. Léé
was wanted in Tacoma not only on &
charge of desertion, but also’ theft,’ it
peing alleged that he robbed another
gailor. The Hughed woman, accord-
ing to information recelved by the
police, eloped with Lee, taking her

§-year-old child with her.

Dectective Fackler has been unable

Lee will be turned over to the naval
authorities, who want him for deser-
tion. The.ship on which thé sailor
who has beén robbed is signed to leave
Tacoms in a day or two, ard it will
. be . impossible ito prosecute Lee on the
theft charge. Lee agreed to go back
to Tacoma, walving extradition pro-
ceedings. ”

Detective Mahoney, of Windsor; Ont,,
{s also in Vancouver, having in cus-
tody Fritz Dean, alleged to be one of
‘the most notorious “bank sneaks” in
America. ; Detective Mahoney some
time ago heard that Dean, who is
wanted for false pretences in Wind-
gor, was in hiding in Los Angeles, and
went there after him. ‘Dean’s cap-
ture was easily affected with the aid
of . Los Angeles detectives. Dean is
‘58 years old and has spent many years
behind the bars. He has a long rec-
ord, and it considered by famous de-
tectives to be one of the cleverest of
eriminals. He usually operates around
panks by securing money on bogus
securities. The detective and his pris-
oner will leave tonight,

LABOR 18 IN DEMAND.

Possible Obstacle in the Way
Completing G. T. P. on
~ Time:

With sufficient labor ‘there will < be
little trouble in completing the Grand
Trunk Pacific by contract ‘time, 18 the
declaration’ of both Mr. Collingwood
Schrieber, consulting engineer for the
Dominion government and . engineer
of the National Transcontinental, and
Mr. B. B. Kelliher, chief engineer of
the G. T. P, who Hhave just *gone
north. 7

«British Columbia meeds the rail-
way badly, and her people want it,
Mr. Schrieber remarked to the News-
‘Advertiser, “and yet they insist upon
the agreement with the contractor that
none but white labor must be employ-
ed. The trouble is white men are not
available, and though I am contin-
ually after the company to put on
more men they cannot find them. 1
do not see why the contractors are
not allowed to have any men they can
get. If they must be foreigners, then
let them come in with the consent of
the government under contract 80
that they may be deported at the con-
olusion of the work. I think this dif-
ficulty might easily be got over.”

Mr. Kellther says there are 3,000
men or more now employed on con-
struction in British® Columbia, and
10,000 or more could be put on.. They
have tried everywhere to get laber,
but have found it impossible. Rail-
ways need men in the States and with
climatie conditions more favorable the
white men are stepping across the
border.

“Not that we want anything but
white men,” Mr. Kelliher said. ‘I pre-
fer a white man any day as he can
do better work than any other kind
of a man, no matter what color he. is,
and white men get from $2.60 to $3.00
a day, which we could not pay to an
Italian or an Asiatic, but we want
labor of any kind. They .need not ne-
cessarily remain in the country af-
terward. The contract has now been
let for another section of 136 miles
east of Copper River to Aldermere,
and all the men we can get are now
employed on the first section east’of
Prince Rapert to Copper River. What
are we to do? 'You people want the
line and we want to get it built, for
this tying up of money in constructed
Iines means additional expense. The
labor problem is certainly a big
obstacle.” 1 ’

Mr. Schrieber and Mr. Kellther came
to the coast from Edmonton. They
inspected the line for 150 miles west
of Edmonton, and after conferring
with Mr. Charles M. Hays and Sir
Charles Rivers Wilson at Prince Ru-
ert, will make a trip over the route
as far eastvas Aldermere. g

Mr. Schreiber reports’ that the new
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to ‘locate the woman’s husband, and

therefore she could not be prosecuted.

railway has been ballasted between

Bdmenton and Winnipeg, and that

passenger trains are running 865 miles
west of the latter city to Wainpwright.
Rails have been laid to 50
of Edmonton.: The two enginsers: have
_just. completed an inspectio &e&m
section’ from Edmonton to the Maac-
leod River, 4 distance’of ‘180 miles.

THE FIRE-SWEPT KOOTENAYS.

Reports of Damage Very Considerably
Exagaerntod-D‘uomd Towns
igure Sensationally.

The advent of the annual epidemic af
forest fires, particularly ¢ in the
two Koaotenays, would seem to have
been accompanied this year by more
than ordinary  activity on' the part of
the press correspondent, who has Been
able to make conditions appear infine
itely worse than they really are to the
innocent ®asterner, and that without
actual deviation from the literal truth.
There are in the Kootenays -the fanw
tastic ghosts of pumerous boom cities,
which had their short periods of metro-
politan espirations: end frontfer town
activity. Then railway .construction
or mining or whatever it was that
brought them into being, passed onm,
and the towns were left to iness
and. decay. - Occasionally & bush fire
does the country a service by clearing
the ground of these souvenirs of booms
that havé had.their day. And then.the
press .correspondent  can - say _quite
truthfully that fire completely destroy-
ed the city of Brooklyn, or whatever
the place may have been, without ne-
cessarily mentioning that the place has
had no inhabitants since its Own par-
ticular little boom collapséd. In Rose-
berg, which fire destroyed on Saturday,
it is understood there were two occu=
pled houses among the buildings burn-
ed, one of which the family had to
leave 80 hurriedly that few of the
household treasures escaped the flames,
Grand Forks was never in danges, as
correspondence alleged, and in all dis-
tricts yesterday rain fell, reducing .the
danger of losses to & minimum. he
“yaluable timber” reported in a ‘Win-
nipeg despatch 'to be menaced by fire
on lower Arrow Lake was rgeally &
tract of sctub reported of no commers
cial value, and which. residents were
glad to see consumed. No damage has
beer -done to the mills of the Bast
Kootenay Lumber Co., the Otis Staples
Lumber Co.,, of Cranbrook, ot : the
Wattsburg Lumber Co., whith is the
one industry of the town of Watts»
burg, and the principal “heavy losses”
entailed on the lumber companies have
been in time of empk detailed to
fight the fires when'they have come in
dangerous proximity to destructible
property. -Along the Great Northern
line south from the Copper camps of
the Boundary district and at various
points on the Crow’'s Nest Pass divis«
jon of the C. P. R, the fires appsar to
have been the worst, but with Gﬁ ag«
gregate loss of less than) $20,000  all
told, according to official advices, the
situation can scarcely be truthfully re<
presented as serious. Indeed, the losy
has been lighter than in any season
during the past twenty years, ke
to improved regulations -and flm_ o
for the prevention of fires.  Timber
has been on fire mear Marcus, Ddrts,
Arrowhead, Michel, Fernie, A Hosmer,
Coal Creek, Morrissey, Creston, an -
brook, Jaffray and Moyie, but in th
majorhty of cases it has been growth
of small comimercial value. Af latest
advices the principal dangeéer was i
the hills along the .Nelsou-.Roe‘l:hnﬁ
branch of the C. P. R, 1xlwﬂ"e several
bridges and railway buildings have
been destroyed. The forests are also
alight in the vieinity of Creston, and
at Troup.Junction, in the neighborhoad
of Nelson. Reports are awalted with
some anxiety from Sparwood, Gallos
way, Cricato, Bonuington, China Creek,
Nakusp and Elko. On Vancouyer Ise
tand the only serious fire of the season,
thue far, was in the vicihity of Dun«
can, and threatenéd: for ‘a time thé
safety of the old -Quamichan Laimb

Co.’s mi]l. . Small actual
W o an
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