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About a Morsel
of tne Empire

Cdpt. Clive Phillips Wolley Has
a Notable Articie In the Lon-
don Morning Post.

Lifts the Curtain to Englanders
and Reveals the Treasure
House of the Werld.

The London Morning Post, in a re-
cent issue which has just reached the
Colonist, contains the following notable
article from the pen of Captain Clive
Phillips-Wolley:

The vastness of Britaln necessarily
minimizes the importance of its parts,
so that in a London daily paper British
Columbia with its area of 237,000,000
acres cannot expect much more than a
column. But in attempting to deal
with the present economical and polit-
ical status of the province within such
limits, I cannot do more than suggest
outlines, to be filled in by those who
want details, from the Year Book amd
departmental bulletin of British Colum-
bia. To understand our present some
knowledge of our past is essential.

Briefly sketched it is this: The Hud-
son Bay Company laid the foundations
of the province; the fifty million dol-
lars in gold dust, won principally from
the Cariboo and Fraser, advertised and
consolidated it, and thereafter came
Lord Dufferin with his gold prophecies
for the West, soothed by which our
people took their ease, dreaming of that
unearned increment, those *“illimitable
possibilities” which were to be ‘their
heritage. .

I am quite aware of the minor details
of our history, but I am galloping, and
therefore only. “hitting the high places
on the trail,” of which the next in or-
der is the coming of the Canadian Pa-
cific railway. From 1873 to 1881 our
present rulers at Ottawa were busy
protesting that a transcontinental rail-
way through the Rockies could never
pay for its ‘“axle grease” whilst the
creative party in Canada was building
the' first of such lines. In 1886 the
Canadian Pacific railway reached the
Pacific coast, and by 1891 the province
was in a state of increasing prosperity.
In that year the Baring crash came.
The banks, which had not hitherto
preached prudence, shut down savage-
1y upon spgculative clients. A small-
pox scare stopped the tourist travel.
All talk of further railway extensions
ceased, and the men of British Colum-
bia, burdgned with unremunerative real
estate, sat down to sulk. Fortunately
this mood did not last, The prospect-
ors wandered out into the hills; the
Canadian Pacific railway was busy
earning its “axle grease,” busy building
up Vancouver., helping the prospectors
who had found the mines of Kootenay
by making them accessible, and busy,
since then, in opening up the vast coal
flelds of the Crow’s Nest Pass, encour-
aging the working of hydraulic mines
in Cariboo, and in placing dividend-
paying steamers upon both oceans,

The company has done much, but
there is much left to do, and today, al-
though it has the opening up of the
farm lands and minerdl areas of Simil-
kameen and Columbia Valley upon its
hands, it is settlirg down to its next
labor, the opening and settling of Van-
couver Island, and the creation of a
‘West Coast Brighton, which, thanks to
its beauty ‘and equable climate, will
easily surpass the HEdens which have
been so profitable to the United States
railways in South California. Vancou-
ver Island has had three jockeys, as it
‘were, since it entered upon its race for
material prosperity—the Hudson Bay
Company, the Dunsmuir Company, and
the MNanadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany. . The first wanted “skins,”” and
where people are many “skins” are few.
Therefore under Hudson Bay Com-
pany’s rule the island population did
not grow. The Dunsmuir Company
built a railway, a private fortune, and
a wall around its property to keep peo-
ple out. Its business was to keep and
mine all the coal it could get its claws
on. It did so. The Canadian Pacific
railway wants freight, which farms
produce, passengers who may be at-
tracted by well-preserved game areas
and trout streams, and has no reason
for keeping its land grants locked up,
uncleared, and unproductive,

Modern Developments.

In May of this year the company
bought the E. & N. railway (seventy-
eight miles in length) from the Duus-
muirs, and with it what 18 left
of its land grant—about 1,500,000—and
at once put its hands to the plough.

On a beautiful site alongside the Par-
liament buildings, the largest hotel in
Canada is in course of erection; one
wharf has been built, and amother is
a-building; survey partiesareat work
all over the land grant; plans are un-
der consideration for the clearing by
machinery of large areas for future
settlement; and the officials of the com-
pany are racing about the Comox dis-
trict in automoblles. The Canadian
Pacific Railway Company; which is the
moving spirit of Canada, having built
and nursed its baby Liverpool at Van-
couver, is now about to buifld its
Brighton at Victoria as a resting place
for its weary travelers, a playground
for the wealthy, a base for the big
game hunter, and a home for those who
are making their money in the wheat-
lands, where no omne lives for pleasure.

As a further precautfion the Canadian
Pacific railway is arranging for the
production on its land grant of freight
to haul over its new line, and it is
alleged that this line is to be extended
to the north of the island, the first
step, perhaps, in ‘a very big scheme.
This is the bare outline of British Col-
umbia up to today. Let me add a few
facts such as my countrymen love, and
then one dream of my own as a bonne
bouche.

Some Statistics.

In 1891 Vancouver had a population
of 13,000; she now has an estimated
population of-at least 40,000. In 1891
the mineral output of this province
was valued at $3,500,000; last year the
value of our minerals reached $19,000,-
600. In 1891 we were described as a
“sea of mountains,” growing only goats
and glaciers, but the last issue of the
“Statistical Year Book of Canada”
states that the average value of farms
dn British Columbia, based upon pro-
duction, exceeds the average walue of
farms in any other province of the Do-

minion, whilst the value of our farm |b:

rroducts for the last year reached $6,-
000,000. We have about 6,000,000 acres
of farm lands capable of high cultiva-
tion and 4,000,000 acres of pastoral
land, as well as our mountains. We
rlanted last year 250,000 fruit trees,
and can command the fruit market of
the Northwest Ternitories, in which the
only competitor having any chance

It is mot necessary, I' presume, to
dilate’ upon the swarming of immi-
grants into the Northwest. The great
assets of British Columbia are (1) her
gold, silver, copper, and lead; (2) her
coal and iron; (3) her fisheries; {(4) her
lumber; (5) her fruit and other; farm
products; (6) her climate, bea.ut’y and
sport. To take gold first. We have
told the world of the Cariboo millions.
That is an old story, but although those
days are past we have during the last
six years averaged more than $1,000,000
per annum fin- piacer gold, whilst the
production of Atlin and Cassiar has
only just begun., Our ahnual average
of lode gold for the same period has
exceeded $4,000,000. In silver, we have
during the last four years produced
about $1,600,000 per annum, and though
owing. to the closing of the United
States markets to British Columbia
lead, the production of that metal fell
to 18,000,000 lbs. in 1908, it has singe
rigen, thanks to the lead bounty, to
66,760,000 1bs. during the fiscal year
ended June 30, 1905. But our great
hope is in the copper—a metal which
seems likely to be in brisk demand in
the future. Of this we have produced
about $4,600,000 per annum for the last
four years, as against $1,000,000 per
annum for the four preceding years,
whilst the producdion is contihuously
on the increase, and our:known bodiés
of copper are staggering in their di-
mensijons. No publighed report which
has yet met my eye gives an adequate
idea~of the volume of copper in such
dlistricts as the Boundary and Howe
Sound respectively, whilst the fact that
the, two most energetic of the great
companiés are paying for their exten-
sive development and equipment from
their ore proceeds prevents that pres-
ent declaretion of dividends which iz
the only thing to wake up the investor.

Existing industries. _

It is not easy to lay my hand upon
reliable statistics as to the area of our
coalflelds; I mean such coalfields as
those of Queen Charlotte Islands and
others remote from the present centres
of aqivilization, but it may serve for
illustration if I point out that the Van-
couver Island coal measures alones ex-
tend for 130 miles, whilst the Crow’s
Nest Pass has a known area of at least
200 square miles, in which it was
roughly estimated by the late Dr. Sel-
wyn, of the Geological Survey of Can-
ada, that certain portions contained
about 50,000,000 tons to the square
mile. Perhaps we can never. use all
our wealth in coal, but we may remem-
ber that the Canadian Pacific and Great
Northern railways are in existence and
the Grand Trunk Pacific and Canada
Northern under construction, that the
smelters of British Columbia and the
Northwestern States take our coke, and
that the demand for our coal for the
hig steamships of the Pacific and do-
mestic consumption will absorb alf that
we can mine for many years to come.
Our total output of coal for last year
was 1,685,000 tons. :

With the exception of the salmon
canning industry, our fisheries are yet
barely touched, but we are at this mo-
ment successfully operating salmon
traps along our coast, which will prob-
ably bring our American rivals to their
‘senses
al arrangement of close seasons as will
save, and possibly improve, this import-
ant industry; while the halibut fishing

L has so grown that we export from .10,-

000,000 Ibs. to 15,000,000 every year.
In addition to these two branches of
sea<fishing I may mention that experi-
ments are being made upon the herring
with which our waters teem, and that
a company has been formed to try. once
more that whale fishery out of which
Massachusetts once made 80 many dol-
lars. There is no space to more than
mention our lumber, of which we cut
from 50,000,000 feet to 100,000,000. feet
per annum. It may suffice to quote
an authority who says that we posess
“thé greatest compact area of mer-’
chantable timber on the North Ameri-
can continent.” y

Angd still, perhaps, British Columbia’s
best asset has not yet been dealt with.
Day by day we meet men ‘who have
made money in the Northwest and are
now looking for homes in British Col-
umbia. Why? Because life is too hard
in the Northwest Territories except for
the young, or those over-hungry for
dollars. It is a good country to make
money fin; so is British Columbia, but
it is a pleasure to 'live in Victoria,
whereas to most men it would be a
penance to live in Winnipeg. No man
can kick successfully against geogra-
phy, wherefore the great mass of the
people now streamying into the middle
west will, eventually settle on this
coast. ‘I have seen most white men's
lands from the Caucasus to the Arctic,
and some others, but, excepting the
land in which I was born, I have seen
none more beautiful thdan this; I kmow
o no climate which for the whole year
is so congenial to white men as that
of the Gulf of Georgia; neither do I
know a better Young Man’s Land than
this—that is to say, one in which a
sportsman having eyerything except
money could obtain more ‘and more
Yaried sport than he could here.

The Disadvantages of Politics,

One word as to politics—the curse of
this country and of all Canada, if not
of all the world. for years of course
we have ‘damaged our reputation and
retarded our material progress by the
enactment of a series of umparalleled
political farces of the broadest Kind.
With no line of cleavage between the

with no party harness to control our
bolters, we have been at the mercy of
every adventurer, swung this way now
by some paltry capitalist, now that by
some outrageous demand on the part of
Labor. That - is past. A reputedly
weak Conservative cabinet, elected up-
on party line principles, having a ma-
jority of one only in the House, has
dared to increase taxes to meet expen-
diture, has dared to stop borrowing,
and to practice the unpopular virtue of
economy. Prophets gave the McBride
administration a month to live, his
minister of finance a fortnight to get
out alive, and yet after a year and a
half on the thin edge of peril that ad-
ministration has just won at a bye-
election a strong seat from the opposi-
tion, and it is beginning to be admit-
ted that the young Premier may have
something in him after all, and that
his finance minister ds able as well as
honast.

There is another element in our good
fortune that makes for stable govern-
ment. The Lieutenant-Governor, ap-
pointed, by the Liberals of Ot-
tawa, is a strong man who has so com-
bined courage with the courtesy of O
France that, though he has dismissed
mainisters and stuck fearlessly for clean-
liness in public life he is universally
trusted and liked. In Dominion politics
the West is, of course, naturally con-
sil_-‘\)ratwe when not dazzled by a railway

ibe. ;

Mr. Chamberlain's Proposals.
AH Canada is interested in the success
of Mr. Chamberlain’s movement, there-
fore it must be in sympathy with those
who become protectionists per force. and
though Chanada is prosperous, it is hard
to forget that the party in power com-
plained .of our extravagance when the
national expenditure was $37,000,000 per

egainst us is Ontario

annum, but is not ashamed to vote an

d compel such an internation-,

parties, except that of the ins.and outs, la/

increase of pay and pensions to fits
lfriends  of some $400,000 per annum
‘when the annual outgoings have been in-
creased to $89,000,000. We have peace
in British Columbia  politically. ' There
is hope on' our horizon. The flood of
home-seekers in the North-West Terri-
tories is overflowing into our country, so
that since June the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company has conveyed nearly

5,000 to our town alone, Small indus-
ftries are rising in our midst; our wool is
wanted, we are making cement, we are
beginning to can fruit, and aiready $ome
flour is being shipped to the Orient,
whilst men whisper of a day uot distant
when the growing demand in the Orient
may lead to the lightening of the strain
upon eastern transportation facilities by
the shipment of the produce of the
North-Western wheatfields from  the
West instead of to the East.

That is the first phase of the fulfilment
of my dream. HEngland made much of
her vast fortune by the carrying trade
of the Atlantic. A greater trade lies at
the feet of England’s most western out-

ost. Four hundred million men wait to

e supplied around the shores of the Pa-
cifie, and towing the scratch are the two
competitors for this business, the ome
that keen American in tip-top tzaining at
Seattle, and the other a half-awakened
giant ‘at Vietoria or Vancouver. The
course is the same to both. His railway
ducts connect him with the producing
power of eighty millions of his kin; one
great duct, the Canadian Pacific Rail
way, connects.us with the world’s work-
shoDp. He has lumber and some coal at
hhis feet and all the men he wants; we
have the lumber, and the coal, and the
idron, but we want the men. That is
‘why some of us fight against the immi-
gration of Chinese coolies who fill places
which should otherwise be filled by =2
breeding, sea-faring people.

‘Will it be long, think you, before the
tracks of the Canadian Pacific Railway
are doubled, before it has two lines and
two vents to the west of the Rockies, be-
fore its rivals are fighting with it oyer
points of egress on the Pacific? If any
one still doubts the future of the West
let him hurry into our grain lands, see
the .country buried under wheat, the lines

blocked with wheat, the towns alive with | 97

men coming in to grow more wheat, and
even in British Columbia on the Fraser
great crops cut but uncarted becduse we
have not enough men to haundle our:har-
viescs and work our fisheries at the same
time.

CLIVE PHILLIPS-WOLLEY.

i e g L
LE ROI SITUATION.

Cc t of a London Mining Journal

on Dispute Among Directors.

The Colonial Goldfields Gazette (Lon-
don) in its issue'of November 11th has
the following: The wordy warfare car-
ried on by the Le Roi directors and M.
McMillan would make a volume of / re-
spectable size. Replying to Mr. Mc-
Millan’s latest circular, the board de-
clare that if that gentleman has obtain-
ed an - injunction to prevent thir,emoval
of the machinery from the ' Northpert
smelter, such a proceedipg was unnec-
essary, as there has mever been any in-
tentiongof doing more than “cleaning up”

with a view of recovering from the sur-

roundings of the smelter the wvalues
‘which are deposited there as a result of
smelting -operations.  Even " this little
moye, however; is a straw which shows
which - way the wind blows, for the
clean-up would suggest the egrly aban-
donment of the smelter. The circular
containg extraets from letters receive
from Mr. MeKenzie, which “show plain-
ly how unfortunate for the company has
beeu Mr. McMillan’s recent administra-
tion of affairs, how little are to be de-
pended upon his statements'in regard to
his officials, and!how small a chance
thére would be of any plofit for the
shareholders if its = mianagement were
again confided to him.” It has to be
remembered, -however, that Mr. McMil-
lan was deposed from the board, not for
incompetence, but because he objected
to the amalgamation scheme. 'The mer-
its of that scheme constitute the main
point for the shareholdefs. It now ap-
pears that the meetings of the Canadian
companies interested are to ‘be held next
‘week, so-that probably the meeting of
the Le Roi Company will not be held
for another six weeks.”

FEDERATIONISTS
*END THEIR LABORS

The Convention Complete Pro-
gramme and Meets Today
to Adjourn.

Pittsburg, Nov. :24—~The hall in
which the convention of the American
Federation of Labor is being held is
to be used by a church society tonight,

and the ‘federation will not be able to
complete its work ' before tomorrow.
The report of the committee on edu-
cation was the first business taken up
today, and the following resolutions
recommended by the committee were
unanimously ' adopted: Condemning
convict labor when in c¢ompetition
with free labor; endorsing the eight-
hour work day; recommending the
abolition of child labor; ' providing for
the organization of a woman’s union
label league; and welcoming aid from
the Presbyterian church in the estab-
lishing of a department of church and
bor.

Stogie Makers Refused dhaﬂer

The most important decision reached
today was the refusal to grant a char-
ter to the /National Stogie Makers’
League  because the trade is so closely
identified with cigar making. -

The socialist delegates introduced two
resolutions in publie ownership in which
the committee on resoluti had non-
concurred in and the discussion which
followed was spirited but while at its
height was cut short by Delegate Ma-
hon, who arose to a point of order and
cited the constitution ‘to the effect that
political discussions shall not be per-
mitted B;‘in theG convention.

| ident ‘Gompers promptly decided
the point well tagen and declared both

Resolutions Out of Order

and further discussion was stopped. To-
morrow a city will be selected for the
mext convention.

The committee on education endorsed
the position assumed by the executive
council regarding the right of women to
Zﬂm ptgdnd this report was unanimously

0 L

A resolution authorizing President
Gompers to appoint comméssions of
three delegates each to inquire into eco-
momic - and labor conditions in various
cities was adopted. . The committee on
resolutions made its final report today.
It dis first resolution

Condemning Present Taxation Laws

now in forece in the United States was
defeated. The committee then reported
on the immigration question. A reso-
lution Yrestricting immigration in- the
United ~ States, alleged  immigration
laws were inadequate and demanded
from congress, the enactment of certain
laws restricting certain’ persons from
the country. Canadian immigration was
not menti 4 ¢

Adjournment was then taken until to-
morrow when the place of the mext con-

vention will be chosen.

| headquarters.

News and Views
Of the Visitors

Ao "’ M.cNe“, K- 6,, Te“s of
* Recent Rallway Tsouble
Near Midway.

Commercial Traveler Reports
Good Business—Politics
at Ne'son'

L

“The mewspaper reports of the rail-
road conflicts at Midway were more or
less exaggerated, but the trouble is all
over now and work has been resumed,”
said A. H. MacNeill, K.. C,, in reply to
a request as to how the sanguinary trou-
ble first started. - Mr. MacNeill is chyief
counsel in the province for the Grea¢
Northern Railway Company’s lines,
which ineludes the V., V. & E., now
being extended westward from l\fidway.
and who is in the city on professional
business. ' ‘“The trouble arose over lots
2707 and 2703. . These lands were
granted to the Columbia & Western
railway by the provincial government
as a bonus in aid of the construction of
that railway.” ‘The V., V. & E. made
the usual application for a warrant of
possession of let 2707, and as the same
'was granted without any real contest
being made .at the hearing by the C. P.
R., the V. V. & E. engineers concluded

‘| that the C. P. R. did not really intend

to further contest the right-of-way
across lot 2708 and they accordingly pro-
ceed to take pessession of this lot, al-
though it was not covered by a warrant
of possession like lot 2707. After our
men were on the land the C. P. R. sent
in a large force to eject them, and when
the situation was fully understood the
V., V. & H. contractors retired from lot
03. We have now. to resort to the
ordinary expropriation. measures ufider
the railway act to obtain possession of
the needed right-of-way. ‘An- applica-
tion for possession of this lot will come
up early in December in -the Supreme
court. Owing to the fact that one of
the portals-of a long tunnel is on this
lot the work will be delayed that }ength
of time, but no difficulty is anticlpaged
in obtaining the same. The jmpression
seems to be general that this particular
plot of land was required for the pur-
poses of the C. & W. - As a matter of
fact the C. P, R. plans show their ‘line
three miles north,” he concluded.

A Knight.of the Grip

“Commereial travelers "with whom 1
have talked recently are unanimously
agreed that business conditions both on
the mainland and:the igland are improv-
ing wonderfully,” said George -Ramsay,
of the firm of Ramsay Bros. & Co.,
wholesale dealers and manufacturers of
biscuits: and candies of Vancouver. This
popular ‘knight-of the grip had just re-
turned from a trip along the E. & N.,
and was at the time.the Colonjst man
called on him usgpacking a fancy lot of

hristmas samples at the Kinﬁ Edward
diotel. “In our line,” and his hand
boxed the compass of the room to indi-
cate” the goods” handled, “business has
shown at. least, % per cent. increase

ed [over last' year. ! The trade is demand-

ing, if anything, & higher class of goods.
or instance,  take_ chocolates. e are
guttmg up an #rtigle tuui‘ equal tq ithe
est' the east prodiices. hey are good
goods attractively packed—both pleasiug
to the eye and te. A year or so agp
the average deal®t wonld buy only from
eastern houses. ““‘Now we are getting
our share and fhe public not only like
our make but 8hows its dppreciation by
patronizing a honié industry.
‘the proof of the pudding is in the eat-
ing,” an adage that I put into practice
sometimes. But.‘George was as good
as his word, and the reporter came away
from the sample ‘réom richer by the
weight of a pound box of delicious choe-
olates. : &

o 1 Politics at Nelson

R. S, Lennie, ot whose shoulders has
fallen the honor of being the first presi-
dent of the new: . Nelson Conservative
club, is down from the city by the lake
on legal business. ©~ Mr. Leunnie has been
practicing in Nelson for a number of
years,and has taken much interest in
the game of politics.  Withal he’s. pop-
ular, and when the Conservatives of his
city cast around for-a president of their
reunited- organization it was Lennie who
twas selected unanimously. “The election
of myself as president of the Nelson
Conservative club came as a great sur-
prise, for I was out of the city at the
time,” he modestly stated to the Colonist
news seeker last night: ‘“The members
of the Libera®™Conservative club that has
just been formed as Conservatives are
in absolute harmony. ' The only thing
remaining to createé absolute unity is a
meeting 1o elect officers and directors,
apart from the president and two vice-
presiflents slready elected, with +whom
all factions are perfectly satisfied. This
meeting I propose to call as soon as I
return to Nelson, in accordance with a
promise made to the directors of the two
former associations before leaving. The
new club is really an outcome of the pre-
mier's Tecent ‘visit. Both the Liberal-
'Conservative Union and the Conserva-
tive - Association have -been dissolved,
and in their place has been formed the
present club, the mémbers of which are
working in good fellowship and: har-
mony.” ¢

To Inspect the E. & N.

, W. Gross, assistant to.Second Vice-
President W. Whyte, of the C. P. R.,
arrived last night from ‘Winnipeg in com-
pany with S. Phipps,, ‘master mechanic
at ‘Revelstoke. Today the two will start
oun a tour of inspection of the E. & N.
rajilway.  “Wihile I cannot quote exact
figures, there has been a very large move-
ment of wheat to the Atlantic seaboard.”
said Mr. Gross. . “Something like 30,-
000,000 bushels have been handled by the
company and we are still moving it east-
ward by both boat and rail.  The sea-
son on the lakes is drawing ‘to a close,
and navigation will cease within two
weeks. Vast quantities of the golden
grain is going by rail direct to St. John
0Of Winnipeg—well, Winnipeg is ‘boom-
ing.’ One can’t say more than that.
In brief it is the most prosperous ecity
in the Dominion.” i

“Wait just one minute,” interrupted
Mr. Phipps, who, though much away
from his home town, felt called upon to
say a word about Revelstoke—the gate-
way to the Kootenays. - “If Winnipeg
is the most prosperous city in the Domin-
jon, Revelstoke is the most sdbstantial
town in British Columbia. It is grow-
ing daily and there is pot a vacant house
in the place. That tells its own story.
It's a pay-roll town, there being over
forty railway ‘crews making it their

In the shops all the re-
pair work of the mountain division is
done, and it requires in the neighborhood
of 300 skilled mechanics to attend to it.
The new C. P. R. depot and yards will
be completed next month and will effect
a vast improvement oyer present condi-
tions.” )

Mining Outlook

“Over half a century ago the Kootenay
lake Indians first developed the Blue
Bell mine on the east shore of Kootenay
lake, It is a hiz lead proposition, and
the aborigines extraeted the - metal,
iwhich they ‘sold to the Hudson bay cour-

.,

However. | ¢4

iers and trappers, who melted it down
and made bullets.,”” The speaker was
W. A. McDonald, K. C., of Nelson, who
was telling some friends about the recent
sple of the Blue Bell and the old Pilot
ay smelter to the Capadian Metals
iCompany, of which Mr. Fernau is man-
ager. *“In the early 90’s Dr. Hendrix
built the Pilot bay smelter and operat-
ed the mine, but the prices then ob-
tained for galena fell flat and the reduc-
tion plant was closed down. Now Mr.
Fernau has got the concentrator running
and is getting a steady supply of ore
from the ‘No. One’ mine at Ainsworth,
which he purchased with bther prospects
from T. G. Proctor of Nelson, and is
also taking out ore from the Kootenay’s
ioneer mine. Yes, mining conditions
in the Kootenays haye improved, and the
development of the ‘metalliferous depos-
its is being dome on & more scientific
‘basis than ever before in the history of
the interior and with greater success.”
A Dublin Visitor
 C. A. Boyd, M.-D., of Dublin, Ireland,
.is among the guests at the Hotel Driard.
He has journeyed across: the continent
in company with his sister, looking for a
possible location..  As yet he has not
tound one that suits his fancy, so in a
day or two he will' return direct home.
Discussing last night the necessity of an
old country practitioner who has taken
his decree and has passed through the
College of Physicians and Surgeons be-
ing called upon to pass a qualifying ex-
amination before being allowed to prac-
tice his profession in British Columbia,
the visiting medico expressed himself as
strongly averse to the idea, “In other
colonies the qualifying examination, if
there is one,-is really only a formality.
In this province a regular examination
is required. Personally, of course, it
does not matter to me, as. I am return-
ing, but it strikes me that degrees of
the old country universities should be
anywhere in the empire.” Dr.
yd said that in comparison with what
physicians are making in the Northwest,
and he had visited several of the towns,
the medical fraternity at home are earn-
ing equally- as much, 'while life was
less strenuous.

THE LIFE OF
LADY HAMILTON

‘The Love and Mistress of Lord
Nelson—A Strange One With
a Pathetic Ending.

’

San Francisco Argonaut.

Two fascinating volumes that the Nel-
son_ Centerary inspired are “Emma,
Lady Hamilton” (Counstable), by W.
Sichel, and “Nelson’s Letters to Lady
Hamilton” (Library Press), with an in-
troduction by Douglas Sladen. In them
after a century, and for the first time.
the world gets a picture, near complete,
of the remarkable love that existed be-
tween the great brave hero of the nation.
Nelson, and Emma, the beautiful wife
of Sir William Hamilton.

Bmma, Hamilton’s wife and Nelson’s
mistress, was the child of respectable
Cheshire parents, and while yet a yonug
girl—a girl of extraordinary beauty——be-
came a servant in a neighboring family.
‘With her temperament, it was not long
before she became the mistress of u
gentleman who was attracted by her
beauty and charm, and before she was
twenty, she had been suecessfully, the
plaything of several, finally falling into
the hands of that rather dry, calculating
and . co d-blooded person, Charles Gre-
ville, nephew of Sir William Hamilton.
About thig time, she had a child, which
Greville, with characteristic hard-heart-
ness, made her put away. It is credit-
able to. Emma that her natural love for
and delight in all young, helpless things,
children or animals, made her fight hard,
though vainly, to be allowed to have by
her the girl she had borne. There is a
letter in existence, spelt gquite in house-
maid fashion, which entreats Greville for
leniency in this respect: ;

Woud you believe, on Sattaday we
had a little quarel, and I did slap her on
her hands, and when she came to kiss me
and maké it up, I took her on my lap
and cried. Oh, Greville, you don t know
how I love her. Endead I do. When
she comes and looks in my face and calls
me mother,” endead then truly am a
mother, for all the mother’s feelings rise
at once, and. tels me 1 am or ought to
be a mother, for she has a wright to my
protection. 3

Another letter written
earlier:

For God’s sake, G., write the minet
you get this, and only tell me what I am
to dow. - Dircet some whay. I am all-
most mad. O for God's sake tell me
what is to become on me. O dear
Grevell, write to me. Write to me, G.,
adue, and believe yours for ever Emly
Hart. Don’t tel my mother what dis-
tress I am in, and dow afford me some
comfort. :

At che time she wrote the first of the
above letters, Emma was barely eigh-
teen, and not yet twenty when she wrote'
the second, and these years of her life
were most unhappy. Greville kept her
for a while, but even her charm and ap-
parent fondness for him were not suffi-
cient ta make him loyal, and, in a par-
ticularly commercial fashion he sold the
girl to Sir William, his uncle.

Here, at last, Emma found a haven.
Hamilton, a man of fine instincts, was
appreciative of the wonderful sincerity,
generosity, and mebility of Emma, At
that time he was ambassader at the
court of Naples, and thither he took her,
each day falling more and more under
the spell of her beauty, and at length he
made her—the former housemaid—Lady
Hamilton.

These were bright days for Emma. As
embassadress, she became the confidant

nd intimate friend of .the Queen of
&aples, Marie Antoinette’s sister, and in
Naples, also, it was, when Nelson visit-
ed there in 1793, that he and Lady Ham-
ilton met, he being thirty-five and she
twenty-eignt. He was there twelve days,
and when he had gone Emma wrote to
him and he to her. Still, five years were
to ‘elapse before again they met. Then
Nelson came, proud, a victor, from the
Battle of the Nile, and full of gratitude
to Liady Hamilton for having caused the
Queen of Naples to issue private instruec-
tions \o the Neapolitan commanders to
revictual a1 supply with water his fleet
during the Nile campaign. They met.
they loved. Nelson was wounded; Emma
nursed him. He was sick; she tended
him. Four years of life remained to
Nelson, and during that time the two
were acknowledged lovers. -

Though Hamilton, then an old man,
was Nelson’s friend, and Fmma and Nel-
son stood at his bedside when he died,
there was little concealment of the re-
Jations which existed. In Janmary,
1801, a daughtér was born to Lady Ham-
ilton, who is now known to have been
Nelson’s. She was named Horatia, and
married Rev. P, Ward, of Tenterden, liv<
ing to the age of eighty, and having
many children, in all of whom the blood
of Nelson flows. At Merton, Lady Ham-
ilton lived in & cottage which was con-
Dpected with the Abbey, where Nelson
lived, by a seeret passage, long since
‘bricked up.

How' Nelson was cheered in the cam-
ﬂ:{fu which ended in Trafalgar by

y Hamilton’s letters; how his last

somewhat

thoughts were of her; how Lady Ham-

ilton, after his death, was assailed by
poverty, being forced to sell her Nelson
relics to buy food; and how she died,
very 'sad, very poor, and very lonely, at
'Calais, in 1815, is all told in Mr. Sichel’s
remarkable book.

SAW THINGS HUMMING.

A New Westminster Man Takes a Trip
Through Alberta.

Mr. W. J. Mathers returned Wednes-
day from a holiday trip, during which he
spent about a fortnight in Alberta, says
the - Columbian. He was very favor-
ably impressed with all he saw in the
new province, and he saw a good deal.
He was first made to realize that Cal-
gary is a big, busy town, when, upon
leaving the train, he could not be accom-
modated with a room at either of the
first two hotels he visited. and finaliy
had to be content with what they call a
third-class house:

Calgary is growing fast and is full of
people, but Mr. Mathers, as he traveled
north, found the same conditions, pro-
portionately to size and situation, ob-
tainedin every town along the C. P. R.

to Hdmonton.

The latter ¢ he describes as quite
up to date, ng its own electric light,
water, etc., and by spring will be enjoy-
ing electric trams. The company in-
stalling the cars is building a huge high
level bridge ac¢ross the river and an
inter-urban service will bring the neigh-
boring town of Strathcona into closer
touch with what a good many people
thipk will be a second but greater Win-
nipeg. = At present it looks as though
Strathcona would become the manufac-
turing suburb of the larger city. £

Mr. Mathers was greatly strick with
the boom in everything, but particularly
the land boom at Edmonton and vieinity.
During his stay there a large block of
land owned by the C. P, R. right in the
town, was subdivided into lots and sold.
There was a tremendous rush of would-
be anxious buyers to get in on the ground
floor. The lots were sold at an upset
price, first eome, first served. The first
man admitted when the office opened in
the \morning was a Ohicago man repre-
senting g syndicate of capitalists, but lie
'got there only by sitting on the doorstep
from 11 o’clock the previous night. The
second man was at the door at 4 a. m.,
and the third an hour later, Mr. Ma-
therg caught the fever slightly, and at
10:a. m. telephoned to see what he could
buy, But was informed that every lot
‘was then sold. ~He subsequently learn-
ed the sale realized $450,000.

Edmonton to Be Railway Centre

The buildings that are going up are
numerous, large and substantial. The
depot, ‘just completed, of the Canada
‘Northern railway, is a splendid affair.
With: the driving of the last spike there
vesterday this railway gives direct com-
munication with Winnipeg. The C. P.
R.s mnew Saskatchewan-Wetaskiwin
branch will also shorten the distance be-
tween these places.. Then before very
long the Grand Trunk Pacific will be
there. With three transcontinental lines
converging there the place is bound to
grow. = Even mow property on Jasper
ayenne is worth $200 per foot frontage
and Mr, Mathers saw $23,000 refused
for a lot which just a year ago cost the
owner $16, And so, also, with
farming lands. The great influx of set-
tlers has made values go up quickly.
Al the available agricultural land near
the towns is occupied and from, $2 to $3
an aere two-years ago, the yalue has in-
creased to $15 and even $20 an acre.
Mr, Mathers had several long drives in
varionus directions and got a very good
idex of the country, supplement by
first¢ hand information about the great
Peace river valley from people who had
just arrived from spending the summer
there. These people said the same
fine agricultural lands extend north for
hundreds  of miles’ above - Edmonton.
Moreover the climate there is said to be
not as severe as that of Winnipeg. In
the section near the entrance of the
Yellowhead Pass the climate is exactly
similar to that of Calgary, due, doubt-
less, to the influence of Chinook winds
through the pass.

A BIG MINE
AMALGAMATION

Importance of Decision Regched
for the War Eagle—Centre
Star Merger.

In connection with the decision of the
War Eagle shareholders in favor of am-
algamation with the Centre Sgar, the
reasons for the step as outlined in the
rWar Eagle and Centre Star companies
are of interest. The notice says in
part:

“The Directors of the Wa: Eagle and
Centre Star Mining Companies are of
the opinion, that an amalgamation of
these eompanies would permit of  the
more profitable and economical working
of the mines, and would be greatly in
the interest of the shareholders of both
companies -and have for that purpose,
pursuant to powers obtained in the new
memorandum and articles of association,
and after examination and valuation of |
the properties -of both companies by in-
dependent experts, entered into an agree-
ment of -sale for the whole property and
undertaking of the War Eagle to the
Centre Star Mining Company, Ltd., up-
on terms which will permit of the ex-
change of ten shares of the capital stock
of the Centre Star Mining Company,
Ltd., for every fifteen shares of stock
of the War Eagle Company,

The companies entering.the amalga-
mation on the basis of 15 shares of War
Eagle to 10 shares of the Centre Star
Mining Company, Ltd., establishes a
price of 23 1-8 for the former to 35 for
the Centre Star property.

The paid up capital of the Centre Star
is $38,500,000, while that of the War
Eagle is $1,750,000. The par value
of the shares is the same in both cases,

The nps and downs of these mining
properties, both of which are located
in Rossland, would fill a volume. Not
since 1900 have either of them shown
their 'heads above water financially,
but at the same. time there seems to
be a  very general feeling among ' the
present owners that if the cost be re-
duced somewhat there is still ample
opportunity to re-establish the mines
upon a paying basis.

e depreciation in the two proper-
ties confbined, from the zenith of their
careers hack some six years ago, has
amounted to many millions. At one
time the War Hagle sold at upward
of $3.50 per share and was considered
cheap at that, while it was then said
that the syndicate which purchased the
Centre Star paid' no less than two ‘mil-
lions for the property.

The chief difficulty with both mines
was. that the values did not hold out
at the former high figure, the conse-
quence ‘being that while gold-bearing
ore ,was plentifil enough, it ran so
Jow in the precious metal it could no
longer be worked to advautage.

Now, however, with smelting at a fair
price; and economic working, it is belicv-
ed that the mines may again be put on

The Commissio_rfln 7‘
At Nanaimo

Fishery Industries Investigated
at the Black Diamond
City.

Twenty Five Witnesses Exam.
Ined Relative to'Herring and
S8almon (Catching.

From Our Own Correspondent,

Nanaimo, B. C., Nov. 25.—The Fis]
eries Commission concluded its
tonight after examining some twv
five fishermen relative to the her
gnd salmon industry in the dist ;
The most important feature of the co;
cluding session was the discussion of
-portgtlon of dresh herring into the [
ed States the prohibition of which \\:m‘\‘
condemned by seveuty-five per cent of
the witnesses and the question of Amer-
ican fishermen fishing in Canadian wat-
ers was also gone into at length.

Mayor Planta, who was the first wit-
ness called said he was secretary of a
company engaged in Halibut fishing.
They had been compelled to give up the
buﬂhless' a8 his company could mot com-
pete with American companies, He
thought if Americans were prohibited
from the straits it would give Canadians
a jbetter opportunity of competing with
them in their own market. He also
thought that United States fishermen
should allow Canadians some concession
for fishing in Canadian waters, From
this experience the only market for
salted halibut was the American mar-
ket. He said he had it, on good auth-
ority that American steamers were

Operating in Canadian Waters
Tacoma people had spoiled the market
of the local concern or took it from
them and caught fish in Canadian wat-
ers. rding the herring industry,
Mayor Planta said that during the
summer the herring ran in the gulf and
should be protected there from poachers,
Regm-d-m,_g the expo:s into the United
'States witness said the only danger was
in exporting fresh fish that unreliable
fishermen might send herring that were
detrimental to the local fishing con-
cerns.

. W. B. Miller, fish expert of the Nan-
aimo Fisheries, ., condemmned the use
of herring for oil and guano in the
strongest terms. Regarding the Ameri-
can export he said the way, they were
handling herring in Seattle’ was most
detrimental to the industry. He said
the local fish were getting a bad name
by unscrupulous Seattle deafers

Putting Stale Fish

for the market labelled “Nanaimo Pick-
ed Herring.” Beyond this point bLe
stronglg favored the exportation of
fresh herring to Puget und. Mr.
Miller favored deep sea fishing for the
herring in summer. He said the herring
were then of the highest grade and if
could be procured the magnitude of the
business was wunlimited. The trouble
was to locate these fish in the deep wat-
ers of the gulf and find some means of
getti rid of the dog salmon which
spoiled the herring nets.

. Robert Robertson a fisherman of var-
ied  experience, ‘ speaking of halibut,
Said sixteen years ago you could sea
three hﬂm‘h‘fd hooks V.icgoria, Er{i\\'
ol can only get two or three. Mr.
Eobaigon exhibited to the commission
very vividly showing the -

Limited Grounds of Halibut Fishing

He said the boats of the American fishs
ermen anchored on the borders of Cana-
dian waters and lowered small boats,
wiich slipped on the Canadian side and
scooped in the halibuc. This was done
more particularly in the spring than at
any other period. ing the export
of herring, witness was most exact. If
they were going to stop the exportation
then stop the whole business when the
industry was yet in its infancy. it
was simply midiculous to stop the ex-
portation of therring to the American
side when the fish were obtainable in
such unlimited quantities. The fisher-
men here were but making a bare liv-
ing and to stop exporting would simply
drive them out of business. Prof. Prince
asked L. P. Starratt who was mext wit-
ness if the supply of herring was di-
minishing, witness replied that they
caught some quantity as last year.

American fishermen were mot inter-
fering with his business he had a lo-
cal market for all he could cateh. Said
Americans fishing boats oceasionally
came into Canadian shores for shelter,
but rha;steen no ig{llegal fishing ‘“E"hﬂ’ﬁ‘i"
part. e protested against prohibiting
exportation of fish to %’ugﬁ Sound. To
prohibit the export it would mean the
loss of one half of his business.

George Kennedy of Vancouver, a_ hal-
ibut fisherman of 15 years experience
testified that there were

An Abundange of Halibut

in Hecate straits, sufficient to take
many years to deplete. He knmew fish-
ermen to make as high as $400 a month
in those waters. The only way he knew
to protect the fish was to prohdbit fish-
ing during spawning season. As far as
he was aware there was no discrimina-
tion used on the Americam compandes’
fishing fleet against Camadian fisher-
men. Japanese were allowed, he said,
to break the law repeatedly. He had
seen them time and again fishing in
streams during close season. The auth-
orities knew this, but the violation was
allowed to proceed unchecked. The Jap-
anese to this day are violating the law
in every stream they fish in. He had
owned a license to fish and but was un-
able to make a living at that time. He
applied for a renewal, however, but was
refused use the authorities favored
the privilege to a political friend.

J. M. Rudd, representing Johnston
Fisheries, examined, said that his com-
pany employed white labor exclusively
in the packing establishment. Their ex-
perience had proven that i paid them
better to pack with white labor not-
withstanding the difference in wages
over Orientals.

Restrictions in Cowichan Bay

J. A. Baxter of the Gulf of Georgia
Fishing Company produced a map show-
ing the restriction line at Cowichan bay
which he would like to have removed
back to its old position. By closing the
bay he believed their was $20,000 worth
of business lost anmually, He would
also like to know what support was
given in the east to those who fish dog
salmon. Prof. Prince believed that $5
was allowed by the government on all
dog salmon caught.

Capt. Anderson with 40 years of ex-
perience, told the commission that the
halibut in Hecate straits were becom-
ing: rapidly depleted. The American
fishing fleet is operating in Canadian
waters and materially aiding in the de-
struction of the halibut. He believed
in close season during spawming. This
concluded the examination, there being
no further witnesses the commission ad-
journed until Monday when the sittings
will jbe resumed at Duncans, B. C.

———— e
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