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-Mr. Helmeken’s Resolation in Favor
of a British Columbia Mint
- 18 Carried.

‘Ladies Want a cii-tgw Law—Van-
-eouver City Aet Amendment
-Goes Through Committee.

e

Victoria, March :25.—The legislature

<spent nearly all day in dealing with pri-

vate bills. The Vancouver City bill went
‘through committee with few changes,
and Mr. Helmeken’s resolution asking
the Dominion government to establish a
mint in British Columbia was carried
without opposition. Some of the com-
smittee proceedings were enlivened by
little tilts that prevented monotony and
<took up a great deal of time. :

The ho was opened wi
Rev. J. ﬁxse Haslam. Woraemer by
PETITIONS.

By Mr. Williams—From Mrs. Maria
Grant and others asking that the house
-give the cities of the province power to
pass curfew by-laws.

Mr. Helmcken moved: . Whereas the
-establishment of a mint in Canada will
be of great benefit commercially and oth-
-erwise; and whereas the province of

ritish Columbia is the most suitable
.proyince wherein such mint should be es-
tablished; be it therefore resolved that
the Lieutenant-Governor be requested to
communicate with the Dominion govern-
‘ment, urging the desirability of the es-
tablishment. at the earliest possible date,
-of a mint; such mint to be erected in the
province of British Columbia.

Mr. Helmcken in moving the resolu-
ion reminded the house that when Lieut.-
Governor Mclnnes was a senator, he
was foremost in nr%g on the establish-
ment of a mint. He would refer the
‘members to the discussion that came uj
‘in the senate during the session of 1897,
“in which the whole matter was gone over
at length. He referred to e large
-amount of gold that was being brought
out of the Yukon and said a mint in
British Columbia would have the effect
of inducing the miners to send their gold
here for refining and sale.

Hon. Col. Baker would vote for the
resolution, but said in reality the estab-
lishment of a mint was more a matter of
-sentiment than profit, for the cost at

KOOTENAY AND NORTHWEST.

‘minted at the Royal mint was only 21%
:per cent. and it would amount to prob-
ably 3% if there was a mint established
in Canada. What would be an advan-
‘tage, however, was the establishment of
a refinery in which our gold and silver
would be refined and made into bars
stamped by an inspector so jthat they
would be received at that value by any
bank in the world. However he was
not adverse to the résolution and would
vote for it. . 7

The resolution was ecarried.

MOUNTAIN TRAMWAY.

The house went into committee of the
whole, Mr, Forster in the chair. On Mr.
hielmcken’s motion the following section
was added: -

“The company shall commence the ac-
rtual . building and eguipment of any
tramway liné which they propose to build
within m&oﬂ‘ot two months from the
-date on they are authorized to con-
struct such line, unless the Lieut.-Gover-
nor in Council n’ﬁaﬂ extend the said time,
-and shall continue and proseeute the

thereof, and %e works conse-
“all diligence un-

e

_ The house went into committee of the
-whole on the Kootenay & Northwest
:”gtilm Company bill, Mr. Graham in
‘Mr. Hunter, who had charge of the
b%uiﬂ that he had an amendment
which he believed would meet the objce-
tions raised by Mr. Sword and others a
few days : strin-

3 r.
¢ on 48
t . 11 com-
: on 1 within two years and

three years

.eommence section 3 within two
_vears and complete said section within

four years from the date of the passage in

of this act and complete the remaining
sections of the line of railway within the
following times, namely: ion 4 with-
in six ‘gdenrs, _aeci&o:i ﬂg wiigt‘l;in seven
years | section n e TS.
This did ‘not meet with Mr, gword’s
approval, he taking the view that the
amendment he moved the other day was
preferable. This amendme: ]
stfike out the section and substitute:
“48, The company shall complete the
various within three years; pro
vided, however, that if section three shall
be comp! -within three years the com-
pany shall have two years more in which
to complete sections four, five and six,”
There was a good deal of confusion
over the g of the vote, a number
of members declaring that they had not
heard the “nays” called for. The chair-
‘man claimed he had put the nays,
Mr: Rogers iroteseid that if the nays
hag; n put he was . to vote,
‘but that he for one Had not heard them
«<alled for.
e chairman declared the section car-
ried and then a little more discussion
rose over a contention by Mr. Higgins
t: the Attorney-General and one or
two others had come into the room after
the ‘vote was ﬂ:t‘ Sy
Hon. Mr. rts replied that he had
‘been just outside the door when the
«chairman’s bell was rung and had come
in at onee and had a perfect right to
wote. The practice was that after the
bell was rung a reasonable time was
_given, to allow members to get into their
‘seats. ‘He knew his duty just as well
e el it 1o iy Teareis
- BTO! : pr:
when in the Speaker’s chair. ¢
The Premier rose to remark that this

the first r the eleverr years
"he had been in the that the chair
“had,
say th

. a vote unfairly. He would also
always decided adversely to what he did
to-day. i ;

The committee rose and retgorted the
ents.

ARROWHEAD AND KOOTENAY.

On the motion to % into committee on
the Arrowhead & Kootenay Railway
~company, Mr. Sword moved that the
committee be insi to consider a
~section to pm‘ﬁﬂde’moﬂllt Ittl;e tﬁomp%“
- must put secur at t
m‘n“pu - $10,000 oa the road §§

use § t into committee of the
,ﬁe bill, Dr. Walkem iu the

" The road is seventy miles lang aad the
: pro;wim in the bill was for » time limit
-of_five years.

..Wheumi‘ecﬂon was read the DPro-

. ~wincial Secretary said it was a most ex-

~

; _gm;mc Mr.

was to}:

when Speaker, Mr. Higgins had ;

5 ey e

-eraord 7 thing

when the Kootenay & Northwest bill
was up was so anxious to limit the time
of building that road which was 1,100
miles long, to five years, was yet quite

- willing to allow this little seventy mile

road the same time. It showed very
well that Mr. Sword and his companions
had some covert reason for Showing
‘ their venom against the bill of which
i Mr. Hunter had in charge, though they
i had not a word to say against the bill
brought in by & member of the opposi-
tion (Mr. Kellie.) Gy :

Mr. Sword replied that had the Pro-
vincial Secretary not been so hasty he
would have called attention to the ad-
v%]slability of limiting the time in this

Hon. Col. Baker retorted that the sec-
tion would have passed if he had not
got up. At the same time he explained
that he had no opposition to the bill
but just called attention to the incon-

ity of the condfict of the opposition.

r. Hunter taunted the members of
the opposition with going it blind and
being ready to vote for any bill simply
because it was brought in by a mem-
ber of the opposition. “It makes no |
difference whether the road proposed to
go to the skies or down below,” went on
. the member for Comox emphasizing his
remarks by pointing his pencil first at
the  painted skylight and then at the
carpet; “so long as a member of the

‘| opposition brings it in they will vote

for it blindly.” He explained further
that he did not object to the bill, but
wanted to show the position the oppo-
i sition took.

Finally the committee rose, reported
progress and asked leave to #it again,
Mr. Kellie saying that he did so to al-
low Mr. Sword to give notice of an
amendment. )

VANCOUVER CITY BILL.

-The house went into committe of the

whole on the Vancouver City Act Am-
endment bill, Mr. Hume in the chair.
. Mr.- Macpherson moved an amendment
that in the event of the city granting a
bomus to any railway then that all the
real propery of electors not entitled to
vote on money by-laws should be ex-
empt from additional taxation imposed
by reason o!'6 such bonus. (At present
a person whose property is assessed -at
{ess t)han $300 cannot vote on meney by-
aws. 2

The amendment was lost.

. An ‘amendment moved by Mr. Cotton
was adopted. It was to allow the city
council without passing a bys;law to
give title to purchasers from them of
property coming into the possession of
the city under mortgage.

The committee rose and reported the
bill complete with amendments. )

NORTH STAR AND ARROW LAKE.

On motion to go into committee of
the whole on the North Star & Arrow
Lake Railway bill, Mr. Sword moved
that the o ittee be instructed to
consider his Wisual clause providing for
security for presecuting the work.

. This was carried and the house went
into committee of the whole on the bill,
Mr. Stoddart in.the chair.

The committee rose, reported progress
and asked leave to sit again.

Messrs.” Rithet, . Hunter, Walkem,
Kennedy and Forster:-were appointed a
committee on logging to meet the log-
gers’ delegation and the house adjourn-
ed till Monday.

“THE MAKING OF THE .CANA-
DIAN WEHST.”

“The Selkirk Settlers in Real Life,”
published last year, brought the author
—Rev. R. G. MacBeth, of Winnipeg—
many requests to follow this up with a
work describing the changed conditions
which succeeded the breaking in- upon
the remote and secluded Selkirk Settle-
ment, with its unique and interesting
life, of the tide of immigration from
Hastern Canada. - We ‘are pleased to
MacBeth, -to the

tten 2 work which he

of the Canadian

emind, Bas :
Sy b Makiag of e
rui is escril e change
from the old order to the new, ‘with its
resultant difficulties, culminating in the
of 1869-70 and of 1885, rapidly
sketches the formative influences at
work, and relates the progress toward
the t prosperous condition eof the
Northwest.

It is a book of reminiscen rather
than a formal history. Mr. MacBeth,
as a native of the old Selkirk Settiement,
and as a suecessively student, lawyer,
soldier, and minister of the Gospel, has
had unsurpassed opportunities of wit-
nessing the development of our great
Western heritage, and has had his own
share in the stirring events of the forma-
tive period. greaiast interest te the
reader and value to the future bistwiian
are the aumthor’s own recollections, par-
ticularly in connection with the twc ﬁ:ﬂ
rebellions, in the latter which he served
-with General Strange’s column in pur-
suit.of Big Bear, being second lieutenant

e Kildonan company of the 92nd
Battalion (Winnipeg Lifght Infantry).
The" graphic recital of his experiences
of “campaigning on the prairies” illus-
trates well the fine quality of the Cana-
dian as a soldier, and will be much en-
joyed by those who shared the privatioas
and perils of the campaign, and all who
take an interest in our country’s history.
Mr. MacBeth has sought to present
glimpses of the moving actors in the hu-
man drama, as an aid to the undersfand-
ing of the events which make np the Lis-
story of the country. His pen skerclies
of the men whose names are writ iarge
in the a of the Wast ar> drawn
with much Skii]ﬁ and make good reading.
The volume will be published by William
t]ilngxs in April. It.will be worth get-

Privy Councilor Slaby, of Charlotten-
burg, Germany, contributes to the April
Century an article on “The New. Tele-
graphy,” describing ‘recent experiments
in telegraphy sparks. Dr. Slaby, after
re{Hemng to the important investigation
of Hertz and Tesla in this field, describes
his own experiments and those of Mar-
coni, in the line of telegraphing between
two places without the use of connecting
wires. At the request of the German
Elll.!iperofr, Dr.r?ll:.byﬁs recently kcon}iuctedha
series of expe! ents in spark telegraphy
between a church at Potsdam and a war
balloon, placed at his disposal by the
Emperor. Among the illustrations is a
facsimile of the first message sent be-
tween these two stations. %

Hamlin Garland contributes to the
April Century a characteristic novelette
of western life, entitled “A ‘Good Fel-
low's’” Wife.” It is illustrated by Andre
Castaigne.

A’ flagpole, which has done service on
the customs house ever since that build-
ing' was erected, was yesterday lowered

tothe ground, so weather beaten and
rotten that the first high wind might

‘I have brought it down, prébably to the

hurt of someone below.

Law examinations before the Law
Society begin to-morrow. “There are
several barristers from Eastern prov-
inces seeking admission, and four stu-§
dents from provincial law  offices will
try their finals.

The Trades and Labor Qoun’cil at their
meeting in Sir_ Williams Wallace hall
to-morow evening .will, among other
things, consider resolutions pass: by the
Rossland Labor Council * in_regard to
the alien labor bill, now before the
legislature,

‘that Mr. Sword who

Engineer Hamlin of Victoria Loses His Life
Through a Klendike Stampede.

Discoveries of Gold Gra:vel on Swedish Gulch
on thé_ Yukon.

and Lake Creek

.

Average Pans of Nine Dollars on the Former
--That Nugget a Fable.

Customs Authority Delegated to a Private
Monopoly at Skagway--Interior Minitg

(By Bert E. Collyer)

John Piche, special dispatch bearer of
the Dominion government, who left
Dawson City on February 26 with of-
ficial reports of the progress of affairs in
the Klondike district, covering -the per-
iod from Augus last ‘to date, during
which time 800 claims were recorded at
Dawson, arrived at Skagway Sunday last
and reached Victoria by the Ningchow
yesterday. His information with regard
to the outputs of the various claims
is under seal and for immediate transmis-
sion to Ottawa. With regard to the con-
tents of his despatches, his hps of se
are sealed, but he gives to the Colofist
the most important and officially auth-
enticated information of the recent won-
derful; strikes in the -gold country that
have ¢ome out of that region during sev-
eral months past.

He does not corroborate the reported
finding of a $9,000 nugget on the ]
Dorado. Indeed, having heard and in-
vestigated the taie at Le Barge while on
his way down, he. has every reason to
believe that this royal lump of gold is
purely imaginary. It has its existence
only in the fertile brains of two young
men camped at the foot of the lake, the
story havingoo been originated t(:_lt'i h

urpose of ming certain properties in
gvhich they were interested, and which
they are endeavoring to work off on a
tenderfoot syndicate. Piche. visited the
authors of the great nugget fable in their
cabin, and ‘thoroughly satisfied himself
that it was a fake pure and simple, al-
though it was not cult for the pair
in question to convince many who were
‘over-anxious to hear just such news,
that it was genuine. :
ins on Jim creek
vestigated by Mr. Piche personally,
with the result that he pronounces ti
reports co them overdrawn, al-
though they have unquestionably got
] el that elsewhere than in the Yukon
would be econsidered wonderfully rieh.
On the Big Salmon it was stated that
from $5 to $6 was an average pan. He
was permitted to pan for himself, and
three ‘trials returned , $1.75 and 30
cents respeetively. Jim Walsh

creek, good money is also being taken |

out, but no sensational. 3
More rece isgovered th;lil ‘elthelt'
of these camps—and more promising 0
rich returns— are Swedish Gulch and
Lake Oreek. The former is a dry bench
digging six miles aboye Dawson on the
opposite side of the Yukon; and at an
elevation of 300 feet above river level.
The discoveries here were made on the

19th of February, by two prospectors |

who had started out for the Big Salmon,
but becoming disgusted with the out-
leok were trying desultory prospecting
by the way. They were on the point of
returning to Dawsen when their luck
veered. 3

The maiden trial of the dirt went $9
and since then,: although this has in
numerous-instances been largely exceed-
ed, it remains the truly wonderful aver-
age. No sooner had the find been re-
cordéd than the customary stampedes
set in, Mr. Piche on the 20th seeing no
fewer than 200 men waiting in Dawson
to record claims om the new ground
which they had already been out to and
staked on, himself among the number.

Three days before the rich finds had
bben-made between Little Skookum and
Big Skookum gulch, the overflow of min-
ers prﬁma)tly finding their way ' to
Swedis! ulch and Lake Creek in four
distinct stampedes.  The Lake Creek
discoverers were Willis. Connolly, of
Pittsburg, Pa.; John H. Parker, of Chi-
cago, and Ernest H. Bothman, of Byron,
Ont. This creek is about seventeen
miles below Big Salmon: it is panning
from $3.50 ‘to $4, and it has every indi-
cation of permanency. 4

Here, too, Mr. Piche was permitted to
pan for himself, and his investigations
satisfied him abundantly of the great
value of the ground. The g)ld of both
Lake Creek and Swedish Gulch is as
large as No. 2 shot, and of fine quality
standard.

In the course of the stampede refer-
red to, many eases of indiscribable hard-
ship were recorded, as well as incidents
of suffering and privation that could
only have endured under the ex-
hiliration of the gold hunter’s fever.
Five men were so frozen that it will
even to mormal health. Assistant Post-
be many weeks before they are restored
master Corpora] Carter of the NNW.M.P.,
had his feet so affected that amputation
was necessary. Others lost toes or fin-
gers, or both, but live to laugh over their
hard experience, and will, as surely as
they live, be ready to start again at the
first sign of a rush. One fatality only
was recorded in connection with -the
stampedes spoken of, and of this tragedy
of the northern wilderness a well known
British Columbian was the victim.

L. B. Hamlin, C.E., of Victoria, was
last year sent into the Yukon country
by the Provincial government to report
upon the most advantageous  avenues
of ingress. He was directed particularly
to ascertain as to the navigability at
low water of the Hootalinqua river, and
to this work he ‘devoted the late sum-
mer and fall, his report being forwarded
to the governmeént under date of Novem-
ber 1st last. At this time he was in
Dawson . City, and when the news of
the February finds-reached there, despite
his years—for he is no lonZer young or

1|ed for

' difficult to day. .
though, that:

‘nature.. . The total will,

impulse to join in the rush for a claim. -

Starting with a single companion from
Dawson, he apparently endeavored to
utilize a short cut over the table-land
lying hetween Bonanza and Dominion
creeks, and here lost his way, but lightly
provisiomed in the bitterness of an Arc-
tic. winter. - Prospectors returning from
the stampede to record,.found the two
on the summit of the ridge, both terribly
frozen and Mr. Hamlin having lost con-
seiougness, which he never regained.
His gnnm ’s feet were so badly frozen
that immediate amput‘,ation was neces-
sary. :

Both were carried back to Dawson on
the 25th of February and received the
best of hospital attention. Dr. W. A.
Richardson, formely - superintendent of
the Jubilee Hospital here, gave him his
personaj care, and nothing that medical
skill or careful nursing could accomplish
was left undone for him. It was the
following morning that Mr. Piche start-
the coast, and before the
clcse of the day, a lighter-travelling
prospector, - also. from Dawson, had
caught up with the news that Mr. Ham-
lin had passed away. L2

The government courier was consider-
ably amused when told of the statement
gublished by 'the P.-I. corespondent re-

ad met and “resoluted” to revoke the
authority of the three delegates who
are new in Ottawa i half, seek-
ing amendments of the mining regula-
tions. ke :

“I mever heard of dny meeting of an
action of that nature,” he said. “It
certainly will be mews to the miners.”:

On his way Mr. Piche passed numer-
. who bhad sold their out-
awson amd were coming coast-

vard, : ; wpoii the much-herald-
ed relief e lﬂ%mt they will
do mow thatiat has abandoned it is
There is a prospect,
U they may fare ill through
their endeaver to take advantage un-
dcservedly of the eharity of a sympa-
thetic gple» Major Walsh was met at
Lake net, where he has made him-
self immex;se’ly popular. He is allow-
ing the arivals of last fall to stake
claims, awai the arrival of the new
licensés, which are looked for daily.
As to the output of the Klondike this
spring, Piche declines to be quoted on
an estimate, however a ximate its
says, un-
dcubtedly be enormeus, for besides the
old standbys, Bonanza and El Dorado,
there are now half a dozen other creeks
and gulches’ that are quite as rich or
richer, and all of whieh will contribute
handsomely to the spring elean-up.
(At Skagway, confusion and 'dissatis-
tion prevail. The: health conditions of
the town are; during the celd weather,
the reverse of alarming; ner does the
mueh-talked-of lawlessness of the resi-
dent element tly: distress the aver-
age miner. The town, is, howevg‘,) i-
vided in a three-ring rule—the apy
Smith faction being in its decadence;

power for personal advancement. ; and

.a combination fer prefit between the
can -castoms officer and’
 the Sylvester bonding monopoly taking:
whatever the prospeetive miner has left.

resident Ameri

The  modus. operandi has been in the
latter: connection te refuse to put in
force as obviously intended the treasury
regulation of the 2nd of February, hav-
,ing for its. object the passage of bonded
goods through the American strip. Cop-
ies of this regulatien were officially de-
livered by Collector Ivey on Sunday last,
and the same evening that official left,
having endorsed .the Canadian_ customs
officers’ interpretation of the ruling. The
fcllowing morming the resident American
officer introduced a contrary and widely
different tion of his own and
gave orders that but one broker should
be employed of the three up to that
time doing business, the Sylvester office
being thus. created a monopoly, and fix-
ing a rate—immediately endorsed by the
customs officer—of five per cent. of the
value of all outfits for bonding them
through to Lake Bennett. The manifest
unfairness of the charge appeals equally
to Americans and Canadians, the former
being if anything the more energetic in
expressions of indignation and demands
for reform. i

Just before the Ningchow sailed from
Skagway on: Tuesday last, the majority
of the gambling element decided that it
would be best to bow to the inevitable—
and get out. Soapy Smith had before
this struck his flag, and transferred his
attentions to Dyea, 'while his subjects
were scattered, discouraged, all along
the trails. The Ningchow received six-
ty or seventy gamblers and shre-thing
men as passengers, landing them here
yesterday, in time to catch the City of
Kingston for Seattle.

The trial of John Kelly, Harry Brooks
and J. D. Corbett for the murder of
Sam Parkes, alias Sam Roberts, had
taken place a few days previous to the
sailing, . Corbett entering a confeéssion,
and the trio 'being sent to Sitka for trial.
Gottlieb Schneider, for the killing of his
partner, Herman, also. had his trial,
before Judge Ostrander of Dyea, and
secured an acquittal on the plea of self-
defence. Still another shooting was re-
ported on Monday morning, the victim
in this instance being John O’Neill, of
Seattle .who received a bullet through
the thigh in the course of a barroom
difticulty.. He will recover. ;

The Ningchow reports that the re-

physically strong—he could not resist the

verse of prohibition is the rule in all

" dhie Rlustirn ports wideopen

the United States marshal and his as-{y
'sistants haying greatly abused their

being still the rule, and.

effect
of the recent orcers —ds stated

in the Colonist ¢ Ti ay la the
closing down of the ’territorialstivrew-l

eries.

INITIATING TEfE SLuVICE.

Scenes and Incidents of the “Ning-
chow’s” First Cuwupleted Voy-
age in Klondike Trade.

The fine and fast steamer “Ningchow,”
under charter to F. 'C. Davidge & Co.,
Ltd., came into port. yesterday morn-
ing from the north with one hundred
odd pnssen.girs', of whom the majority
were from Skagway. She had on the
trip just completed—her first voyage in
the Klondike trade—encountered some
very severe weather on both passages,
and yet made remarkably good speed, her
steaming time being surpassed only by
the “Queen” among tire many craft now
engaged in the northerm service.

Nor was speed the only desirable
quality of the ship demonstrated during
the voyage, the numerous testimonials
presented to the captain and officers
testifying eloquently to the attention
bestowed upon all and sundry of the
passengers. Not only had Captain Cross
proved himself an able man at the helm
—he is also a captain who knows how
to make each of his guests forget the
monotony of sea travel and enjoy, rath-
er than endure, the passing hour. In
Mr. Greer, the purser, the operating
company have another energetic, reliable
and experienced officer, always on the
alert to oblige in his department or to
assume some of those irksome little tasks
of which travellers have unhapply so
many.

When the “Ningchow” started out
from Vancouver she had- 505 passen-
gers, 77 oxen, 156 dogs, 160 horscs ana
1,550 tons of freight, the largest pas-
senger list and one of the heaviest car-
goes ever dispatched to the gateway
cities.. From these figures it will be
seen that the duties of the officers were
far from simple, yet they were unvary-
ing in their kindly, good-natured dis-
charge of every duty devolving upon
them.

One of the early incidents of the voy-
age developed at Comox on the up trip,
the “Ningchow” arriving there during
the afternoon on March 14th. Having
coaled, she steamed out the following
morning, and had but taken her_ course
when. the Americar steamer Rosalie
was sighted, south-bound, and coming
on under full steam. Captain Bender
reports that he kept the “Ningchow”.
on her proper course until, finding that
the * Rosalie refused to recognize the
established rules of the sea, he was ob-
liged, in order to avoid a colligion, to
make a complete circle round and come
up on the other side of the American
craft. An explanation from the Rosa-
lie will, no doubt, be required, for
should such setting at naught the rules
have occured at night time, it would
probably have been atended by serious
results.

At Wrangel improved wharf accom-
mcdation was found to be very much
required, while the ' town _ presented
many of the features generally regard-
ed as characteristic of Skagway at the
present time. Roberies, shooting and
general - acts of unlawfulness were re-
ported as becoming unpleasantly fre-
quent, the facilities for the preserva-
tion of good order ' being insufficient.
The trouble was, of course, laid at the
door of Skagway.
of the tough element from 'S_kagvgay
that Wrangel owes the acquisition of
this undesgirable! element . of popula-
tion. \ X
During  the stay at Wrangel, where
the courteous c¢apabilities of the Ameri-
can customs officers. was duly noted,
a deputation of passengers awaited on
Captain Cross and; the officers ;of. the
“N ﬁhow,." when D. Fraser, of
N.W.M.P., read the following address
to Captain Cross and officers, Mr. Greer,
purser, Mr, Hart, freight clerk, and Mr.
Nelson, steward: !

“Gentlemen,—Allow us in this meagi"e'

manner to convey to you our apprecia-
tion of the many courtesies, etc., re-

ceived at your hands while on board|p.

your vessel. Considering that this is
your initial trip in these waters, you
have done remarkably well. We left
amid confusion, carrying the largest car-
go and passenger list yet recorded for
the northern ports, and ene day out
things were ship-shape and home-like,
and we assure you we feel loath to
leave. s

“You have always been on the alert,
night or day, to attend our wants and
rectify any i ities that might
occur, speedily and -’ witheut a murmur,
oftentimes putting yourselves to many
inconveniences; and our prayer while
roaming the golden north will be may
God be with you; that you and your
vessel may have many. such successful
trips. (Signed) S. B. unﬁbell, Nico-
men; James Lindsay, St. Elmo; Wm.
Bradley, Hope; George Gourley, Nico:
men; James Raussell, Kamloo%; Geo.

A i N. upras,

J tys
Dawson City; J. McLeod, Chicago; Rus-
sell-Gane, New Zealand; Bert H. Collyer,
Guelph, 6nt.; D. H. Bickell, Gore Bay,
&‘)nt\.‘; V. L. Cartright, N. W. M. Police;
El Paso; J. M. Pickle, Montana; Fracey
& Co., Boston; Dr. Cyrus H. Allan, Buf-
falo; Benton Ballon, :Jolly, Texas; and
some three hundred ers.” -
. The captain fittingly responded, wish-
ing everyone Success in their enter-
prises, and hoping to see them returhing
with plenty of gold. Mr. Greer also
thanked the passengers for the Kkindly
manner in which they had helped him
in seme of his difficulties; he would, he
said, be pleased to see all again, even if
thfi did not have the gold. 5
r. Apple, of Dawson' City, compli-
mented e kind officers of the ship,
and concluded by presenting Captain
Cross with a large Klondike nugget,
found on the Yukon river. Short
hes were made by the captain, Mr.
art, freight clerk; Mr. Milne, first
officer; Mr. Russell, of Kamloops; Mr.
artright, inspector N. W. M. P.; Mr.
kle, Mont, and Mr. Jeehy, the as*
sistant purser, the company dispersing
with Auld Lang Syne and He’s a Jolly
Good Fellow. A

THE SITUATION AT SKAGWAY.

Resident Agent of the A.merican Cus-
toms Bids Defiance to the Instruc-
tions of His Government.

The situation in Skagway at the pre-
sent time is unique. So long as the
cold weather continues, the general

health of the community will doubtiess
remain as it is now—no worse than that
of other towns of the same age and lim-
ited advantages, similarly situated geo-
graphically. Nor are the outlaws of
the camp so much im evidence as to
threaten the safety of the community.
The men indeed, are  infinitely less to
feared than are the women, for whom
too “great tolerance has thus far been
skown. . -

- The .trail: over the White Pass on
Tuesday last was in such contition that
outfits, could be drawn on it over the
snow as far as the eanyon, ten miles
out, and at the foot of Porcupine hill,
whence they had to be packed to the
summit, . e Dyea trail at the same

time was in much the same condition,
only that there were more people on

It is to be expulsion |

Bra, w, Victoria; Fred Harper,

-

drmkins%it, as many as ten thousand beifig re

! ported strung along between the summit

.and Sheep camp.

- At Skugway, the chief cause of com-

plaint at the present day. is neither epi-

demic nor general lawlessness, but ring-
rule operating to the disadvantage of
all save the saloons and those “standing
in” with them. The reign of Soapy

Swith is now a thing of the past; the

objectionable United States marshals

have resigned; but the American cus-
toms efficer who is the town’s worst
enemy, still rules.

It had been anticipated maturally that
when the official notification was re-
ceived from the treasury of the new
regulation for the passage of Canadian
bonded gmods to Lake Bennett all diffi-
culty and expense entailed By the em-
ployment of a $6.00 a day convey would
be removed. The notification in ques-
tion was: brought to Skagway last Sun-
day by Collector Ivey, who remained,
however, just long enough to endorse
the interpretation placed upon it by the
Canadian customs officers in the town,
as set forth in the interview with Mr.
Whiteside' herewith.

As soon as Mr. Ivey was gone, the
resident representative of the American
customs service: took the law and its
interpretation into his own: hands—
decreed that he' had the power to fix
bonding charges;. gave the Sylvester
broker firm a monopely of privileges;. and:
promptly endorsed a charge of five per
cent. on the invoice value of goods' for
bonding through to Lake Bennett.

Americans as well as Canadians were
indignant—but their indignation has not
yet produced the desired change in the
interest of justice. The customs: of-
ficer finds it profitable to “stand in”
with and transfer his authority to the
Sylvester monopoly the other brokers
are helpless, and the instructions:of’ tle
treasury are laughed at by the all-power-
ful resident officer. And:there the matt
ter rests.

On the arrival of the Ningchow at’
the dock she was boarded by Mr. J..
Whiteside, of Hy M. Customs, who pro-
ceede to post conspicuously in differ-
ent parts of the ship the following:

Canadian Customs Notice.

The new Washington regulations bearing.
date of February 2, 1898
in force. Importers of Canadian
goods are required to employ a
broker; his fees are twice the invoice’|
value, plus duty, at 2 per cent. In
addition, a special convoy must ac-
compang goods across American ter-
ritory, his wage being $6.000 per
diem and board. All persons desir--
ing further information are request-
ed to call at the Occidental Hotel,
where Canadian customs officials are

uartered. 5
W. A, Hall J. G. Whiteside,
H. M. Customs. H. M. Customs.

Mr. Whiteside then outlined the situa-
tion for the Colonist as follows:

“On the arrival of Canadian goods at
Skagway, they are immediately placed
in warehouse. Consignees have then:
to employ a broker to see the goods:
through the customs; said broker also
files a bond for safe delivery. The fees
for filing of indemnity bond and brok-
erage are twice the invoice value plus
duty &t 2 per cent. In addition a con-
voy must accompany the goods across
the disputed territory, his wage being
$6.00 per diem and board.

“There are three brokers at Skagway
-—Mr. Garfield, Mr. Lyons and Mr.
Sylvester. On the morning of my ar-
rival I found that Mr. Sylvester, a mon-
opolists at Skagway, had literally sole
control of bonding privileges. The two
cther gentlemen who heretofore were
accepted are now shut out entirely. The
Washington instruction dated February
2, 1898, has not been in force; nor does
there seem to be any possibility for their
being put into force. :

“This  morning”—Monday last—“at
‘8:30, I found these regulations were not
'and could not be put in force. Mr.
Sylvester has full control of the situa-
tion and has for his own personal ends
and at his own expense empioi‘eld a man
to agt as deputy collector at ke Ben-
nett, said gentleman having barred out
‘the two 'smaller brokers, and is now
King of Skagway. B
“The situation at 12 mnoon is as fol-
lows: Importers of Canadian goods
1ust: go to Sylvester in order to have
their goods cleared of the custom house.
Hic fees are five per cent. on invoice
velue—$10,000 up, one per cent. ‘Then
(the consignee) puts up an amount of
money (say $200), and in return receivesy
a check payai)le at Lake Ben-
net for the same amount, to be refunded
on demand,’ providing goods have not
of supplies being 'opened, or de-
stroyed on the journey; the American’
duty has to be paid to this private agent
of Mr. Sylvester, who will deduct from
the face value of the §heck payable at
Bennett and given at Skagway.” ;

“L. am an American and the state of
affairs here to-day is, I must say, a dis-
grace to my own or any ﬁovermnent that
would permit them. Hold-ups and mur-
ders in broad daylight, and the worst
10bbers after all, the officers of
the Jaw. There are three distinct rings
here—the United States marshal ring,
the .Soapy Smith rm% and last, but
strongest, the customs house ring. What
one does not get, the other does, and th
miner keeps what's left.. ;

“Where will you see a customs house
anywhere else that is run in connection
with a saloon? Miners come here
their outfits. They leave their goods on
the. whart and return disgu This
does not apply so much to Canadian as
to American . from Seattle;, Ta-
coma, Portland and San Francisco.
officials here seem to do everything -
sible to interfere with our American
citizens. Unless there is a change here
very shortly there will be open rebel-
lion, as people cannot and will not
stand it long.”

OTHER MINES OF THE NORTH.

Encouraging Reports From the Copper
River Country—Low Grade Ore
on the Skagway Trail. .

Reports from the Copper river country
are very encou at preseat, as well
as advices from des Glacier. The
latter -is but fifty feet above the sea
level at this end, an@has a gradual and
easy rise to the summit, seventeen miles
distant,. the grade averaging 100 feet
to the mile. On the other side, the
grade is but a trifle greater;, According
to recent advices it is about a: one-week’s
‘trip over .an easy route to the southern
end of the Sicklé bend of the Copper
river; where it is easily navigable for
small - craft:,

The residants of Copper niver are num-~
bered by thie hundreds new. They met
¢ February Tth and adopted a code
~? laws which go into. effect all over
e Ceop) river distmiet immediately..
“‘ficers. have been eleeted to see that
‘hese-laws are carried ouf;, and there is
ittle doubt that this: will prove one of
the richest camps of the north country.

On the new Skagway trail, where
Bean, the Californian, was murdered,
the Birdie J. mine has been located.
The ore or quartz is not unlike that
found on Dounglas Island which has
made the Treadwell famous. I it ex-
ists in sufficient body, as it has indi-
cations of doing, it should preve a pre-
fitable pro; 3 3

The 'Breadwe)l mines are rushing night
and day, ard the company is putting
sixty more stamps in, making the
Treadwell, for appointment, twice @ the
greatest quartz mine in the world.

The very latest from Dawson is that
g!elenmonla is very prevalent, its cause

ing needless exposure and insufficient:
nourishment. Beef at latest accounts
is $1.50 a pound, and nothing less than
$1.00, and condensed milk is selling for
$2.00 a can, :

are nat yet|

A ALK ON THROSIPEY

Mr.Burchamr Harding Explains how
® Universal} Brotherhood €Can
Be Aceomplished.

No Quarrel With Christianity for
With It Theesopby Is
Close Kin,

Mr. Burcham Harding of New Yark,
delivered a lecture in the hall of the
United Brotherhood or Theosophical so-
ciety on Thursday evening. There weore
about forty present and all showed a
marked interest in the words of the
speaker. Mr. Harding does not indulge
in emotional oratory ner try to mske
his ideas plain with wild gestures. He
simply talks in a conversational sort of
manner but at the same time makes the
desired impression. He said last night
that there was a great wave of uni-
versal brotherhood sweeping over the
earth and its effects could easily be seen.
One of the great obstacles to universal
brotherhood was the selfish impulses of
the: human body. ‘The body wanted
everything and was continually grabbing
for it and until this could be done

away with, universal brothkerhood could
not be accomplished. One heard in
these days a good deal about the equal-
ity of man, but where was it? ere
was. no mental, moral or physical equal-
lity to be seen. It was not until people-
got away from the impulses of the body
‘and into the grander spiritual plane-
ithat: the: boasted equality could be real-
ized.. The soul was merely the divine
’rpﬁlrt of man amnd it required develop-
qhent the same as the physical' organs.
The more: the soul was developed the
‘more universal brotherhood there would
ibe. The speaker believed that by the
development of the divine that is in
‘him man could become a God. Paul
said that God was_ in man and why
could He not be brought out. The
speaker. said that when he was a boy
he had. the: idea, aeguired through tui-
tion, that God was a man with long
‘whiskers sitting on a throne, which idea
was all rubbish. God was in everything.
This earth was-merely a school in which
‘the soul gathered experience to take
away with it.. L .

At the conclusion of his lecture Mr.
Harding invited!anyone in the audience
to ask questions. One of the questions
asked was, “What has theosophy to
offer' which Christianity has not?’ The
’slpen.ker ‘replied that it bhad nothing.

heosophy, he said, had no quarrel with
Christianity. Theosophists merely wish-
ed. Christians to ecarry out what Jesus
taught. Jesus did not teach people to
worship Him, but asked them to fol-
low His teachings. This the Christians
seemed to lose sight of. The lecturer
said the kind of prayer he believed in
was to be doixg something instead of
putting up selfish petitioms to the Crea-
tor; asking Him to do things which they
lcould do themselves if they were not too
azy. ‘

During the evening Master Fawcett
played a violin solo and Mrs. Johnston
performed on the piano.

- The “Lotus Group” work, which local
Theosophists are at present introduc-
mg to Victorians, is by Mr.
Burcham Harding as ‘an unsectaria
Sunday school,” is inteaded to train chil-
dren in unselfishness,. in self-control,
and in doing-geod fow. tie sake of good.
1t is undogmatic, it seeks to develop
‘the better self, and points. to ‘the king-
dom within,” and man as the little mir-
“or of nature: - “To live to benefit man-
‘kind is- the first step/ “To stand out
of sunlight into shade te make more
room for others, is the second ste;)i.
‘Harmony. and Unity, .tlie strength of all
institutions,” are strongly imeulcated. It
is shown t only as the lower self is
overcome can real . 2 and unity
exist, and that in universal nature her-
self is the basis of international unity,
e gt 1Y - ci
peace. ' ‘so-e ¢
tion has been too much in a direction
opposite to nature, it has tended to sep-
esaendivision of imterests and
strife. ce the past is strewn with
the . of these fhilse eivilizations.
Hiring point in the Matoey of the race,
ning point in the of thte A
and that efforts towacds the bringing
about of harmony, unity, and peace will
now more successful than in the
past. -The Lotus Circle is a part of
this great movement and seeks to train
lt;\ée‘yoimg-:to becotmmtl“i: foundation of a
‘better society—of a ‘“new age.”

The chilidren of the- New York “Lotus
Group” recently presented the ‘Rain-
bow Play” to an interested audience of
grown folk. A rainbew appeared over
a forest scene, and a little boy came
forward ' and recited some verses about
a pot of gold being at the end of the
rainbow,.and ran off expressing his in-
tention of finding it; but reappeared al-
most i ely as a Lotus blossom.
The other little “Lotms blossoms” came
torwardiand explained to the boy that it

The | was his desire-to find the secret of the

rainbow that had made him a Lotus
blossom, and that if he watched the
‘colors hie would understand their mean-
ing, whiereupon seven fairies, each dress-
ed ‘to represent one of the colors of the
rainbow, ecame forward and sang a verse -
explaining the meaning of the color she.
represented.  While the musie played.
softly; a tiny fairy, in pure white, wear--
ing ay wilite star; and bearing a wand,.
a) red, to represent a beam of white-
light; and, touching each of the color-
elg fairies withr her wand, they g_ronped‘
into a triangle and a square, with the
Lotus. Biossoms and the White B.a"i\‘vhas
a connecting Iink between them. Then
all sang abeut the blending of the col-
ors in the pure white light.. The musgic
changed, 2nd. a -number of sunbeams
burst forth, “Darting Through the
Blue,” simging that “KEven little - Sun-
beams had a Work to do.” - This is
onis; ome specimen of the “Natur teach-
ing” which was given, and the. play
| would have to be seen many times be-
| fore all its deeper meaning, its revelation
 of the secrets of nature could be tully
understood. Ietel(:hudtﬁm:;; (?.iln be helpe(é
to grow up feeling ey are par
of lmivvrsa:hnatnre that G?id is w’[chll:,
them, and that progress and peace C:
only come from ?iving in harmony with
universal law, a great step upward wilk
be made. ;

By the retirement of “Judge’ Evans
Mr. J. W. Bland, who has held the
pesition of usher since the present law
courts were opened, has been promo
to the position of chief usher. Mr.
Bland’s promotion is well desgrved, as
he has-always carried out his duties
efficiently, and the public who have
had business in the eourt house have
ever found him most courteous and
obliging.

Among those who attended the funeral
of the late Benjamin Bailey yesterday
were many old-timers who -had known
him from the early days. The services
at St. Barnabas, church and at_the
cemetery were conducted by Rev. J. B
Haslam. and the nall bearers were:
Aessrs. W. W. Northeott, R. B. McMick.
ing. W. L. Burgess. E. C. Johnson, J.
Johnson and Ald. Humphreys.
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