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In January. 1898, the floor of the city tion; Burleigh killed 

hall collapsed while a municipal elec- " 
tion jubilation meeting was being held,

OFFICERS OF THE LADIES’ AUXILIARY, 
OLD

-___.vu a constable at 
Bayham. One Sovereen, who killed his 
wife and seven children near Burford a 
few years later; Thomas Jones, of Del- 
aware, in 1868, who killed his niece; 
Cyrus Pickard, in 1871, who shot his 
employer, Duncan McVannell, of East 
Nissouri, a farmer; Phoebe Campbell, 
of Nissouri, who killed her husband; 
George Campbell, in 1872: Ben Sim­
mons, who, in 1885, killed his par­
amour, Ann Stokes; Henry Smith, who 
killed his wife with a poker on Regent 
Street in 1891, and Maide Brown, 
known as the Peg-leg. who shot Po- 
liceman Toohey in 1898 in East Lon­
don.

BOYS’ ASSOCIATION OF CHICAGOand 23 people were killed, some of them 
being amongst the most prominent of 
London’s citizens.

Among London’s early representa­
tives in Parliament were the following: 
Col. Mahlon Burwell, H. H. Killally, 
Lawrence Lawrason, W. H. Draper, 
John Wilson and T. C. Dixon. In 1857 
Sir John Carling was first elected, and 
he represented London continuously, 
with the exception of the term between 
1874 and 1878, and also one year, when 
he was defeated by Col. Walker. The 
colonel’s election was voided, however, 
and J. H. Fraser sat for London for 
the remainder of the term. Then Sir 
John ran again and he was elected. In 
1896 Sir John retired and Major Beat- 
tie was elected. In 1900, Hon. C. S. 
Hyman opposed him and was returned. 
Mr. Hyman was elected again in 1904, 
and still again in the recent bye-elec­
tion of June, 1905. Mr. Hyman is now

MRS. JAMES W. ALLEN.
Vice-President..0

Events of Interest Covering a Space of Nearly Eighty Years- 

Erection of the First House, Visits of Royalty, the Big 

Fires, the Rebellion and Disasters.

London’s fire chief, the late John A. 
Roe, was killed at a fire in Sterling’s 
shoe factory, corner of York and Clar- 
ence streets, on the night of Jan. 6, 
1904. Several firemen were badly hurt 
at the time.

CALENDAR OF THE CITY.

In these hustling times but few just east of the Liberal Club of to­
day.

Though the people of London took no 
part in the rebellion of 1837, they saw 
much of the after effects of the agita­
tion. At the court house here many 
hangings took place in the open, as 
was the custom at the time. Among

people 
lengthy

rate to wade through a very
history of any place even 

ownthough it happens to be one’s
town. Consequently in preparing this 
history of the city of London for the 
especial edification of the visiting Old , .
Rove r : .. . those who were executed were HiramBoys. The Advertiser is actuated by a L. Lynd, an American who had come 
desire to give all the facts it is pos- over to assist the followers of Mc- 
sible to glean in few words. Kenzie; Daniel Davis Bedford, a Mr.

The city of London was laid out in Cunningham, of Beachville, a Mr. Pur- 
1800 1.1 1 - - , . ley, a Nova Scotian, and Joshua Doan,
obe-a 

near Port Talbot At that time its prisoners were transported. Not a citi- 
limits were as follows: On the north zen of London was hanged or banished, 
by North street, now known as Queen's however, though the city appears avenue; on the east by Wellington have sided somewhat with the rebellion, 
street, and on the south and west by and, at one time a rising was planned _______________________ ou. ... ._______
the two branches of the River Thames.1to take place on the ground back of for four years. Upon his retirement in 
The late Col. Talbot was appointed by the present Tecumseh House, on York 1898 Col.— street. Tha ------1 * - —

Popula­
tion. iVMinister of Public Works in 

minion cabinet.
the Do-

eGov.. Simcoe’s visit, March 
2................................................ 1792

First house built .................... 1826
London surveyed.....................1826
Court house built ..."....1827
Created a municipality....... 1838
Incorporated as a village....1840
The great fire...........................1845
The first hospital built......... 1847
Incorporated as a town ....1848
Public schools established ..1848
Decennial census ......................1852
First railway train ..................1853
Incorporated as a city .."....1854
Lighted with gas ..................... 1854

For many years Sir 
represented London in 
minion Parliament and

Carling 
the Do-

John 
both
the Provincial

Legislature, and upon his retirement 
from the latter, the present Sir William 
Ralph Meredith, one of the chief jus­
tices of Canada, was elected. Sir Wil-

133

72,000 
3,500

ham acted as leader of the Opposition 
to and member for London down to 1894, 4•.4,668when he resigned. Then Mr. T. S.

Hobbs was elected and sat at Toronto 7,035

rm : . ---- ------- F- B- Leys was elected, and
The arrival of Lord Durham he also represented London for four 10,060 MRS. DEACON, 

Treasurer.the Government to grant the lots. MRS. MUNCE, 
President.Stopped the slaughter of the prisoners.

The Wesleyan Methodists established 
the first church in London in 1830

Up to 1826, according to one historian, 
there was only one shanty in London. 
It was maintained by a Scotchman ‘lut uist yuuren in London in 1830 on the Whitney cabinet was elected and 
who sold whisky to all who happened the site now occupied by the Bank of at the election held last winter’ Mr. 
to come this way. As the present Montreal. They were followed in the Deck was again returned 
Brick street, or more properly speak- Same year by the English Church. | Those who have paid the death pen-ing, the first concession of Westmin- which was built upon the site of the alty by hanging P h 1 other than
ster, was the highway to Detroit and present St. Paul's Cathedral. The those who SITE executed on, other than
the west, not many people came into next church was established by the the rebellion are as follows One Bur
London proper. The second house is Roman Catholics in 1834. The two lat-Icigh in 1831, which was the first execu- 
said to have been put up by a man ter were destroyed in the big fire of 
named Abe Carroft, of Oxford County. 1844. Both were re-erected. St. Paul’s 
While he was building it, it was de- stands today—St. Peter's was torn 
stroyed by fire. Like a good Londoner, down in 1884 to make way for the 
and also Bruce’s spider, he tried again present magnificent cathedral 
and built another. i In 1832 London was visited by the

The first bridge built here was the cholera and the two medical practi- 
Westminster, at - the foot of Ridout tioners who were in the village at the 
street. Its construction saw the first time are said to have fled. There were 

many deaths.

years. In 1902 Hon. Adam Beck, who 
is now minister without portfolio in

Visit of the Prince of Wales.1860
Decennial census .....................1861
Decennial census ......................1871
Waterworks established ....1877
Wreck of the Victoria, May 

24...................................... 1881
East London annexed ...........1885
South London annexed .......... 1890
Decennial census ..................... 1891
West London annexed .......... 1898

11,200
11,555
15,826
19,000 09
19,725
26,075
30,075
31,977
38,224

SAW LONDON’S SITE BEFORE 
A HOUSE WAS BUILT ON IT

«

crime committed here, when one of %the workmen stele an axe. The com- In 1838, because of the rebellion, sol- 
diers were permanently stationed in 
London. The Thirty-second Regiment 
was the first to arrive. It was com­
manded by Col. Maitland, hence Mait­
land street. The military remained until 
the outbreak of the Crimea war in 1854. 
After the Fenian raid the troops were 
again quartered here for a time.

On Oct. 16. 1814. lire almost wiped 
London from the map. It commenced 
on Queen's avenue, west of Richmond.

On Sunday, April 13, 1845, fire again 
visited the place. It broke out in the site of a busy city of well on to 50,000 
old Robinson Hall, corner of Dundas people was but a patch of woods, with 
and Ridout streets, and before it burned.
itself out 150 houses and business nothing but a trail leading through it, 
places had been destroyed. running north ana south—belongs to

From 1852 to 1858 London enjoyed a. Mr. William Percival, who has lived 

of real estate in London was slay. here for 79 years, and whose home is in 1854 it had reached $228.160, and by now located at 36 Grosvenor street.
1858 it had jumped to $426.966. Then1 To all citizens Mr. Percival’s story of 
the boom collapsed and hundreds of London is one of great interest, but to 

the assessed value of London stood at the °ld Boys who have gone away and 
$234.976, have occasionally allowed their minds

MISS ANNIE R. MILNE, 
Secretary.Wm Percival Has Spent Seventy-Nine Years Here-The 

Stormy Times of the Rebellion-The Days of the 

Soldiers-Many Interesting Reminiscences.

munity was horrified and pursued the1 
criminal. He was overtaken by Levi 
Merrick, the bridgel architect, and was

Mr.
artillery fired two rounds down the 
river from the court house hill for the 
purpose of aweing the people.

The present court house and jail is 
one of the very oldest of London’s old 
buildings. Mr. Percival thinks the first 
of it was built about 1828. At all events 
he remembers a man named Sovereen, 
of Yarmouth, being hanged over the 
entrance on Dundas street before 1830. 
Sovereen killed his wife and seven 
children and the people turned out en 
masse to see. him executed, all the exe­
cutions being then conducted in public.

The first man hanged in London was 
named Burleigh, who shot a constable 
in St. Thomas. The hanging of seven 
rebels at the jail is also fresh in the 
n.ind of Mr. Percival.

The first hotel in London was known 
as the Mansion House. It stood on the 
site of the office now occupied by City 
Solicitor Meredith, on Dundas street 
west. Later the Robinson Hall was 
built in 1837 and it was the pride of the 
town. Its logical successor was the 
present Tecumseh House, built in 1854.

Speaking of the olden days, Mr. Per­
cival says that for the most part the 
people placed implicit confidence in each 
other. Hardly a scrap of paper passed 
between them in business. There were 
no locks on the doors of the houses. 
The simple life and good will walked 
hand in hand.

Before the rebellion there were no 
soldiers in this part of Canada west of 
Toronto, but at the close of the re­
bellion the Thirty-Second Regiment 
was quartered here. From that time on 
until after the Fenian Raid soldiers 
were stationed in this city. Mr. Percival 
recalls the fact that a scandal in 
which an officer and the wife of a well 
known London citizen were the prin­
cipals had much to do with the re- 
calling of the troops from this city.

The entrance of the Great Western 
Railway into London on Dec. 15, 1853. 
proved a red letter day, and the peo­
ple celebrated the event in a royal man­
ner. Previous to that time stage

ing the institute, where he had studied 
for two years.

“Dick,” said the veteran teacher, 
“pluck wins."

Dick's first place of employment was 
James Wilson & Co.’s grocery, where 
he remained three and a half years. 
He was with Fitzgerald, Seandrett & 
Co. for a year, and on leaving London 
he worked in Toronto, Cleveland and 
Detroit, going to Toledo in February 
last and eventually securing the din­
ing-room and bar privileges at the 
interurban station, which is entered by 
eight railroads. The undertaking is 
proving an immense success. In June 
of last year, Mr. McRae was married 
to Miss Mary Theresa McGrath, of 
Brechin.

Mr. McRae takes an interest in every­
thing Canadian. He associated himself 
with the Canadian-American Club of 
Toledo, organized in May last, with a 
membership of 400, and was elected 
secretary. He is also president of the 
London Old Boys’ Association, and for 
months looked forward to the reunion 
with pleasure. Mr. McRae has some in­
teresting recollections of the old town. 
Being still a young man, his mind can­
not go hack very far, but he well re­
members the stump and picket fence

he remembers still the games that 
were played on the grounds just south 
of the C. P. R. when Giese, Cain, 
“Mickey" Jones, Joe Knight, Lew Dick- 
ison, Schiebeck, Phil Powers and others 
were the idols of the London cranks.

lb ...

10 noo’t a

The distinction of being the only man 
living who saw London before a house 
was built on it—when what is now the

passed through the town site. It was a 
virgin woods. The hand of man had not 
defaced it in any particular, except to 
Llaze the ox path. When the Percivals 
arrived they found a small log shanty 
erected on the farm, having been built 
by the man from whom they purchased 
the land.

ALEX. MURDOCK HAS 

PROSPERED IN SARNIA1:;

Londoners who 
have occasion to 

spay a business visit 
to Sarnia generally 
make the Chapman 
House their head- 
quarters while 
there. Why? Be- 

cause, the propri- 
etor, Alex Murdoch, is a London Old 
Boy. Mr. Murdoch is this year presi- 
■dent of the Old 
|Boys of Sarnia. He 
# is a native of Lon­

don, and prior to 
leaving for Sarnia, a dozen years ago.

In 1826 quite a stir was raised by the 
announcement that a building was to 
be put up on the town site. It was a 
jail, and was built of logs. The people 
made a sort of picnic of the event, and 
the first tree was felled in the presence 
of the gathered settlers. The man who 
built the jail, which was erected on 
the present jail site, was named Mc- 
Gregor, and he built also the first 

pulled into to run over the history of their home dwelling house ever put up in London. 
It was a huge shanty used for board­
ing the men who worked on the jail, 
and it stood on the southwest corner 
of King and Ridout streets. Little Wil­
liam was taken to see the tree-felling 
and the ceremony of naming London as 
the county town, and today he remem­
bers all incidents in connection with 
the event very well. At the time 
there was a jail at Longue Point, but 
it was overcrowded, making the new 
jail at London a necessity. St. Thomas 
put up a hard fight for the county seat, 
but London won out.

The first railway train 1 
London on the 15th of December in town the story will be found little 
1853, Inis was when the Great West-
ern Railway, afterward absorbed by short of fascinating. As the years roll 
the G. T. R., entered London. on the men who are able to talk of

In 1860 the present King of Eng- the early days in London grow steadily 
land, then known as the Prince of less in number, and as the weeding 
Wales, visited London. Col. Moffatt process continues for a few years more, 
was mayor of the city at the time, all that will be left to the present gen- 
Two thousand school children sang Deration will be the stories they have 
the National Anthem as the prince are left behind them.

( Copied by Frank Cooper from a photo rived with the Duke of Newcastle and! Born in 1823, and being consequently 
of Mr. Anderson, taken in 1855, when he!Sir Edmund Head The city was en in his 83rd year, Mr. Percival appears 
worated city ay I he newly-incor-fete. After the first day’s festivities to be a wonderful man both mentally 

—'------------------------------------------------------- the prince went to Sarnia for the day and physically. Never very robust, he
chained to a stump all night. When returning to this city at night to at- is nevertheless well preserved in mind 
he was tried in the morning he was tend a dance given in his honor. It. : 
given his choice of a number of lashes was held in a specially-constructed of London’s Infancy in the misty past 
or to clear out. He wisely skeedaddled.|pavilion at the rear of the Tecumseh as though they happened but a few 

years ago. He was born near Rome,

that once “graced" the old military he was proprietor of the European 
Hotel, on Dundas street, which he con- 
trolled for two years. He has pros- 

time, pered in Sarnia.

grounds; the old fair grounds, with its 
crystal palace and roller coasters, and

THE LATE MURRAY ANDERSON.

being a baseball “fan" at one

WHEN POP ANSON AND SPALDING 
PLAYED BALL IN LONDON TOWN

As he grew into boyhood, Mr. Perci­
val worked for the neighbors at dif­
ferent times. The first threshing ma­
chine in the neighborhood was pur­
chased by the Percivals and young 
William went around threshing for the 
settlers. He remembers doing this work 
for the Carfraes, whose farm was situ­
ated In South London, and ran west 
from Ridout street. ■ The residence of 
Aid. Gerry now stands on a part of the 
farm. Mr. Percival also threshed for 
Dennis O’Brien, who was one of Lon­
don’s earliest settlers and business 
men. Mr. O’Brien owned all the land 
in the vicinity of the coves, kept also 
a store and distillery and was very 
well to do.

and body, and he can tell of the events

The present courthouse and jail is House, About 300 people were present, 
one of the oldest buildings in this part In this city quite a number of the 
of the country. It was built by an act programmes of the dance are to be 
of the Legislature, 7. George III., cap. seen, and they give the names of those parents 
14. 1826. It cost originally about $50,- who had the honor of dancing with 
000. A Mr. Heward, of Toronto, was the prince. The following is a copy of 
the contractor; Thomas Parke, of St. one of them;

Oneida County, New York, and at the
age of three years was taken by his 

to London Township. His Eph Plummer Recalls Early 
Sports —Enviable Reputa­

tion of Tecumsehs.

when a boy—but that did not prevent 
him, when it was up to him to leave 
school, from learning the. drug busi­
ness, Today he is the manager of the 
New York branch of Parke, Davis & 
Co., manufacturing chemists, and that

father. Joseph Percival, was born in 
Ireland, and settled near Rome in 1812.

Catharines, the architect, and William,
Hale, of London Township, made the 1. Quadrille ... . 
bricks. The original courthouse was 2. Polka................  
a frame building and it was later 3. Waltz...............

............... Miss Moffatt

...............Mrs. Watson
................ Miss Becher
................Mrs. Howell
....................Miss Prince
..................... Miss Askin
... Mrs. Judge Small
........... Miss Hamilton 
Mrs. W. L. Lawrason 
............Miss Jennings 
........... Miss Meredith
......................... Miss Bell
............Miss Gzowski
.................. Mrs. Rivers

......... Miss Gzowski
.................... Miss Hope

.................Miss Dalton
.......................Miss Paul
................Mrs. Taylor

coaches were the only means of travel­
ing out of London, and the people hail­
ed with delight the advent of the steam 
load.

Of the sports of long ago. Mr. Perci-

Ephriam 
City, is one

Plummer, of New York he should attain such a responsible po­
sition is proof of the success that has 
attended his path.

turned into a grammar school, in 1. Lancers. 
which Mr. Bayly, father of the pres- 5. Waltz ... 
ent Mr. Richard Bayly. K.C., taught! 6. Gallop ... 
the young isear how to shoot. The old - 7. Quadrille 
building. Which is somewhere in the! 8. Waltz 
neighborhood of 80 years of age, is | 9. Lancers 
used by the city as a tool house for 10. Polka 
the board of works, and it stands on 11. Gallop 
King street west ion a part of the 12. Quadrille 
courthouse property. 13. Waltz

In 1836 London had a population of 14. Gallop 
1.037, and it that year returned its 15. Lancers, 
first member to the Legislature. His 16. Gallon 
name was Mr. Mallon Burwell. His 17. Onediila' 
opponent was Mr. John Scatcherd. In 18. Walls 
1836 the assessed value of London was 19. a Z ’" 290 W 19. Lancers.$34,380. 190

In 1840 London had a population of ' waltz "” 
1.716. and it was incorporated as ail. Sir Roger 
village that year. I A board of police 
was established the first y ar, and Hon.

of the old boys who take
a special delight in getting back to the 
old town now and again and meeting Asked the other day regarding his 

boyhood, Mr. Plummer said: "AmongThe first person drowned in this dis­
trict was Archibald Owrey, brother of 
the late Squire Owrey. Owrey was ________— - . _ ____ ______
swimming at the forks at the foot of Dundas street, near Lyle, down to the 
Dundas street, when the swirl of the * - - -
waters which meet there overcame him 
and he lost his life. The event caused 
almost a panic. There were but few 
people in the district at the time, and 
the death of Owrey made an impres­
sion on the people almost equal to that 
of the Victoria disaster, many years 
later.

val points out that at one time there 
was a large race track in what is now the old friends, whom he can still lay earliest recollections was attending 

number by the score, although he has the Central school, where, under the 
not resided here for many years. When persistent, efforts of Miss Hopkins, Mr.

. Brown and Mr. Murtagh together with
he gets in London and sees the many the conscientious efforts of our highly- 
familiar places and faces, it brings to esteemed friend, Mr. Nicholas Wilson, 
his mind, as nothing else can, his boy-and under the superintendence of 
hood days—the days which he looks Mr' Hamilton Hunter and J. B. Hoyle, 
upon as being possibly, the happiest my early education was attended to. 
. ________________ : ______ - ________ it course of time I r alized it was neces.

known as East London. It ran from

Hamilton road. Racing was very popu­
lar on this track around 1832. The Mer- 
ix brothers owned a very fine thorough- 
tied name Nimrod, which for some 
years beat all competitors here. Then 
a circus came through London and pur- 
chased the racer. For some time after­
ward local sports were disconsolate.

In the early days there were no bears 
to speak of in this district. The coun-

sary to become proficient in some line 
of business, and was apprenticed with 
due form to our late lamented Dr. John 

: Salter, where for three years 1 massed 
pills, mixed ointments, bottled castor 

oil, and many nauseous mixtures, 
I which, no doubt, saved the lives of 
many of the people now residing In 
;London. Subsequently, I lived a short 
time in Toronto, and afterwards re­
turned to London, being employed by 
our old friend. B. A. Mitchell, who is 
still a wonderfully well-preserved man, 
and actively engaged in business."

Speaking of early outdoor sports, he 
continued: "The popular outdoor game 
was cricket, but with the introduction 
of baseball it was relegated to the 
rear. The residents of London about 
‘67 and subsequently would remember 
the stirring times incident to the base­
ball contests of the Tecumsehs of Lon­
don and the clubs of Ingersoll. Wood- 
stock, Guelph, Dundas and many 
other neighboring towns. The Tecum- 
sehs had an enviable reputation and 
furnished unalloyed pleasure to many 
thousands of London’s best citizens, 
who were delighted to patronize the 
strenuous contests on the old barrack 
field. The celebrity of the old Te- 
cumseh Club was recognized by some 
of the professional organizations, and, 
as opportunity afforded, we had the 
pleasure of meeting such clubs as the 
Rockfords, of Illinois, with Spalding, 
Anson, and other well-known ball- 
tossers connected with the Red Stock-

-

...........Mrs. James Daniell I 
de Coverly .. Miss Brough; Mr. Percival remembers well the re­

bellion of 1837-38. For two or three years 
before hostilities broke out the people 
-—at least a portion of them—were very, 
discontented. Political arguments were did put in an appearance he 
rife and there was much ill-feeling and 
much distrust of one another by the 
settlers. At last matters came to a 
head by the outbreak in Toronto. It 
had been planned that the disaffected 
in London should rise in rebellion at 
the same time as the rebels in Toron­
to, or York, as it was then known. In 
secret meeting it had been agreed that 
the mustering place for London should 
be in the rear of a little Presbyterian 
Church which stood on York street, a 

elder Parti 1 few yards west of where the Tecumseh
elder Percival objected to fighting House now stands But things did not 
against the Empire, and things were go well with the rebels and used called 
consequently made very uncomfortable off the proposed rising. In the mean Regiment for him. He put up with the Ameri- time a traitor had told the Lo^Dits 

Regiment, cans, however, until 1826, when he re-Ithat the signal for the rising ovalists 
solved to emigrate to Canada, and he be three blasts of a bugle defivered at 
left in June of that year with his 7 o’clock on a certain busier ng andd at family for a home under the British cordingly the Loyalists set strad 1er 
flag. There were five children in the the disaffected. At the appointed time 

they sounded the three bugle calls, but 
the rebels did not put in an appear- 

ance, as they had previously decided to call off the meeting. Thus the trap

tty did not appear suited to their
The prince and his party left London 

to visit Niagara Falls.
tastes and they generally gave the Lon- 
don district a wide berth. When oneIGeorge J. Goodhue, who was also the 

first man to conduct business in Lon- 
don. was made the first president. Mr. 
Goodhue ran d general store on what 
is now known as Brick street, in S >uth 
London. Later he became a repre- 
sentative from London to Parliament.

In 1869 Prince Arthur visited London,' 
and in 1879 the Princess Louise and i 
the Marquis of Lorne favored the city 

with a visit, arriving here at the old 
Grand Trunk depot at the corner of 
Bathurst and Burwell streets.

Thrice London has sent her sons to

was pur­
sued in haste by the settlers, who could 
never take kindly to bruin.

Wolves were, however, very plentiful.
At night they could be heard howling 
ic the swamps north of the asylum,
and not infrequently they attacked 
the sheep of the settlers. Deer were al­
so plentiful.

Mr. Percival was for many years en­
gaged in the flour and feed business on 
Dundas street and he also owned the 
Medway Mills at one time. Now he is 
spending the closing days of a well 
spent life in his handsome and com- 
modious home on Grosvenor street, 
with his sister. He was never married.

In 1847 London became a town and 
elected Mr. Simeon Morril, a tanner, its war. The first time was in 1867 at the 
first mayor, in 1848, time of the Fenian Raid. Again the

In 1855 London was rais d to the Seventh went to the front in the Riel, 
dignity of a city with a population of rebellion of 1885, and when 
10,000. Mr. Murray Anderson was the ' ’--* .......~

MR. WM. PERCIVAL.
Only Man Living Who Saw Site of 

London Before a House Was Built 
On It.the Boer 

war broke out, "B" Company of the 
first contingent was enlisted here.first mayor of the city, and Mr. John 

Wilson, Q.C., its first repress ntative in 
the Legislature.

Mr. Morrill’s tannery, established in 
1530, was the first industry of import- 
ance.

O. J. Goodhue, Dennis O’Brien, L. 
Lawrason and John Jennings were its 
first merchants.

Major Schofield was London’s first 
postmast r. As the situation of the 
postoffice was not deemed convenient 
the villagers petitioned the Govern-

When the war of 1812 broke out theSubsequently many Londoners also
went to South Africa as the war drag­
ged on. In 1855 Londoners also went to 
the Crimea with the One Hun- 
dr dth (Prince of Wales) -' 
which was recruited in Canada.

On May 24. 1881, the Victoria disas­
ter occurred. The Victoria was a 
pleasure boat. She was overcrowded, ; fla 2 There were five chidren in the! 
hue turned trip home from Springbank, family three sons and twodaughters, she turned turtle. Somewhere in the Though then but 3 years of age, Mr. 
drowned At the 1.200 people were Percival remembers the journey well, drowned. At, the time London had a The party came down the Erie canal

He takes a great interest in books.
pictures and flowers and the like, and 
is a very pleasing conversationalist.

NEVER FORGETSneighborhood of
ment to make a change, with the re-
suit that Mr. Goodhue was made the pc pulation of only about 19,000
second postmaster of London. Major In the July flood of 1883 about 30 
Schofield’s house was a log structure, people lost their lives in West Lon- 
and was located on Queen’s avenue, don.

THE OLD TOWNto Buffalo. There they took passage on failed. Excitement 
a schooner and came to Port Stanley, .............

Photo by Frank Cooper.
EPHRIAM PLUMMER.

Past-President New York Association 
of London Old Boys.

ran high in London 
at the time. The Upper Canada Bank, 
situated at the corner of Ridout and 
King streets, had its funds removed to 
the court house for protection. The ar­
rival of a company of Loyalists, made 
up for the most part of retired British 
officers and soldiers, put an end to all 
rebellion hopes in London. The com- 
pany which boasted of two pieces of

and from that point they came by 
wagon through what is now St. Thomas 
and Lambeth to London. At that time 
the road which led through from the 
east to Detroit was what is now known 
ill the city as Brick street, and in the 
township as the first Con. of West- 
minster. Not a house—not so much as 
a shanty—stood in London at the time. 
The first man who conducted a store in 
London afterwards became known as 
the Hon. George Goodhue. having been 
made a member of what was then 
known as the Upper House. His place 
of business was a small shop on Brick 
Street.

London had been surveyed as a 
town site some time before 1800 by 
Col, Simcoe, and as a consequence 
while there were quite a number of 
people settled on farms around what 
is now known as the city, there were 
no settlers within the limits of the 
town site survey. On their way to the 
farm which they had secured—the sec­
ond farm on the side read just north 
of the asylum, the Percival family

A BENEFACTOR TO ALL.—The sol- 
dier, the sailor, the fisherman, the miner, 
the farmer, the mechanic and all who 
live lives of toil and spend their exist­
ence in the dull routine of tedious tasks, 
and who are exposed to injuries and ail­
ments that those who toll not do not 
know, will find in. Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric 
Oil an excellent friend and benefactor in

Active Members of Chicago Ladies’ Auxiliary. R. L. McRae Still Interested 
London and Everything 

Canadian.

in . . . iings, of Cincinnati, and Alleghanys, of
of his life. Like scores upon scores of .Pittsburg, so that the interest in base- 
Londoners now scattered broadcast II,all was quite general. As there are 
over the North American continent, 
Mr. Plummer went to the old Union 
School, where he was prepared for the 
battle of life by Nicholas Wilson. That

a number of the old Tecumsehs (nine) 
still living, it would be exceedingly en­
joyable to have as many as possible 
meet at our reunion on the 7th of 

he has been successful, all will admit. August, and renew acquaintances and 
“Eph" Plummer was a great lover of revive old baseball incidents to our 

,baseball-in fact, sports of all kinds— mutual pleasure."

A LINIMENT FOR THE LOGGER.- 
Loggers lead * lire which exposes them 
to many perils. Wounds, cuts and bruises 
cannot be altogether avoided in preparing 
timber for the drive, and in river work.; 
where wet and cold combined are of daily 
experince, coughs and colds and muscular 
pains, cannot but ensue. Dr. Thomas’ Eclectric Oil, when applied to the Injured 
or administered to the ailing, works won­ders.

Daniel Tarbox Jewett, probably the 
oldest lawyer in the United States, 
will soon enter his 100th year.

Juni Aho, the Finnish poet, has been 
granted a pension of $750 a year for 
a decade by the Senate of Finland.

SIGNALS OF DANGER.—Have you lost 
your appetite? Have you a coated tongue? 
Have you an unpleasant taste in the 
mouth ? Does your head ache and have 
you dizziness? If so, your stomach is ut 
of order and you need medicine. But you 
do not like medicine. He that prefers 
sickness to medicine must suffer, but un­der the circumstances the wise man would 
procure a box el Parmelee’s Vegetable Pilis ansi apeedily get himself tn health.

R. L. 
.“Dick" 
he is 
known.

McRae, 
McRae,

or !
as

familiarly 
is now a -*

SOME LONDON OLDprominent business 
man of Toledo, O., 
where he is also ac­
tively associated 
with the London 
Old Boys’ Associa­
tion and the Can-

BOYS.

adian American
The London Old Boys Association of Chicago has an auxiliary, composed 

of the wives and daughters of former Londoners now resident in the Windy 
City. The members of the auxiliary are not necessarily London Old Girls, 
but the fact that they are the wives or daughters of Old Boys entitles them 
to join.

The auxiliary has been busy for some time past raising funds to defray 
the heavy expense incurred in bringing the Seventy-first Regiment Band here 
for the reunion. A garden party and a moonlight trip on the lake were among 
the means employed, and they proved successful beyond expectations.

The ladies of the auxiliary will be on hand in goodly numbers for the 
reunion. In the above group are three of the most energetic members of the 
auxiliary — Mrs. Wm. Small, wife of Mr. Wm. Small, president of the Inter- 
national Association, on the left; Mrs. C. D. MacPherson, in the center, and

Club. Like all sons 
of the Forest City, 
he never forg ts 
the old town and 
never misses an
opportunity to vis­

it it. Born In Brechin, Ont., in 1878, the 
son of Mr. Alex. J. McRae, of 690 
Maitland street, “Dick" was brought 
to London when 4 years of age. He at- 
tended St. Peter’s school and the Col- 
leglate Institute, and well does he re­
member the last words addressed to DR. MACARTHUR

him by Mr. Nicholas Wilson on leav- Winnipeg._____
CHAS. G. BERRY, ALF. H. HOGG,

8

Happenings in London as 
a Village, Town and City


