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will. She had not known it, our Rosal-
ie, how far it had gone, how immense
the oncomingmess of it, till this day,
this day of finding her Wuggo, her
own Wuggo, her last boy-child save
one, her all but youngest, his fingers
stickied over with gooseberry Jjam,
all stickiness.

“Don’t todch” (she’'d said), “don’t
touch the door handle, Wuggo, with
those horrid fingers of yours. I'n 1
open it.” And he—

“Oh cripes!”

Oh cripes!

Her Wugego.

“Wuggo!” very dreadfully she had
shrieked, “how dare you talk like
that?’ And he again and sulkily, and
shoulders shrugged (her Wuggo, her
all but las) born child.)

“Well, you never taught me no bet-
ter, Mums.”

Her Wuggo! Cripes!

And turning it over now, and then
thinking of it again, she saw it all.
Saw how never had she taught to
those her children King’s English;
no, nor taught them anything, at any-
thing, at schoolroom table nor at’
knee, since that first day when on
Harry when on her husband she had
burst vociferating and waving book.
«“Best seller, Harry. See!” i

Heard too again as though 'twere:
yesterday, his reply, “Oh, pigs andl
pumpe, old lady, pigs and pumps,” |
and leaped from chair and danced
about the room, and kicked at furr’
ture and kissed her forehead and ’
ed her eyes and hair and she .
his.

And now. Her seven children. But
could an authoress teach? Have time
to come to earth from thread of In-
spiration’s air and schoolmarm (inky
pot-hooks) and children so? She had
not thought so. She had not thought
it mattered. And Harry saying—

“Theyll all talk slang, They'll
swear. They'll hang their nomina-
tives. They’ll use the verb without
the noun. They'll never find their
way about.” She’d said—

“Well, why don’t you teach them
then?”

And often when, in that calm rea-
sonable way-of his, and smoothing
jer hair, his voice had come hetween
puffs of his pipe. from out of his spec-

|

tal armchair had come— !
"Rmember, Rosalie, that I'm 2
man.” |
She'd answer (oh Rosalie, Rosalie):
“Yes. and remember, Harry, I'm a

tied to it, because of it just this one
aecidental thing, {heirs the bearing
of children, mens not.

That's Rosalie thinking then. Butf
now. Her seven children. Not one;
of them had she found to teach, to'
parse. to analyse, to talk King's Eng-

lish, no not one.
Her Wuggo. Cripes! |
Look at her thinking then of all of
<wem. #nd thinking back, and thinking
.rd. This shock had brought remem-!
Had Doggo, too, her eldest,
ien for this, because of this uesg- l
‘.o heen sent away from T!dborough
~d from Camford too for this, mar-
ried hecause of this that barmaid with
the pilded hair. faken because of this,
her Doggo hers/to drink? Yes surely.
A little syntax learnt, and would Dog-
oo, slinking from bad to worse, have
heen court martialled twice, and then
the war now over. burgled thus the

office cafe? No, surely no.
embering now that dav

l

nee

See her rem
of Doggo’s dreadful doom. Her Doe=-
go at the Old Bailey nov;, and Har™F
,wful cry when told, sinking back

in his armchair.
“My son a burglar! A burglar mv

son! My son! My son in quod! In

quod my son, my son:
hard it had been to stop him.

Her Duggo doing time!

and Jujah, and Jiggo, those, av
those as well. How could she mno’
also remember them, those too, those
faxen-haired, those twing, those girls,
her tricksy twain, at dances all night
long, and came never home to find
their mother with hot cocoa waiting
up. No, she’s in her study reading
proofs, correcting them. she’'s never
here, she’s signing contracts. writing
autographs. Ther never see her, never
+ell her things. She never warns thew,
shows where perils lie.

Then comes the night when sud-
denly at the door two stretchers, and
a gruff official voice to ears too stun-
ned with terror to comprehend—

“The Tube, Mum. Moving staircase.
Ay, both of them, poor young ladies.
Left foot. They would get off with the
1eft foot first. Pity they weren’t taught
more at home.”

And went away.

Jujah and Jiggo dead.

And Bobo and Gaga. That came
back as well. The motorbus. Their
satchels on their backs. But if she
had taught them at home not to cross
the road without looking to left
them and to right. Ah, Rosaile that
“if.” No Bobo, no Gaga, now.

Only Wuggo now, Wuggo and Jim-
jams, her last born. And Wuggo say-
ing -“Cripes.” 8he plucked her foun-
tain<pen from her bo-om and hurled
M on ‘the. m

t Jn quod! How
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It was a little thing that started it,’
her cognizance of it, as little things

woman.” |
His life, Her life. Their lives
The children’s lives. Their home.
Always for men ,then, this home.
Men wanted it, men made it, men mar-
ried for it, thought to keep women
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REC[T ATIONS
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By J. S. Ogilvie.

Four hundred
citations and reading
cially adapted for stk
and -all adult and jud
organizations. Prose
Poetry — Serious, HU
ous and Patl‘l(‘u\.

Prlce 70c.

Postpaid.

Garrett Bym,
Bookseller and Station

Fuel!

COKE i3 an excellents
tude for Anthracite Coal ¥
the best smokeless fuel
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