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We must ask those Sub
scribers, who are still 
arrears, to be so kind as _ 
remit with as little delay 
as possible• We need the 
money to pay our bills, 
and a ready response t 
this request would be es 
teemed a very great favor

Just Federal Representa
tion.

In the Dominion House ol 
Commons, on Monday of last 

' week, some of the members 
from the Maritime Provinces 
brought up and discussed the 
question of just representation 
of these Provinces in the 
Federal Parliament. The de
bate was inaugurated by the 
introduction of a resolution 
by Mr Kite of Neva Scotia, 
to the effect that the represen 
Ration should not be reduced 
Delow the present number. 

[To this an amendment was 
moved by Mr. Warburton of 
this Province demanding that 
the representation of a Prov
ince shall never fall below the 
figure it had upon entering 
confederation. Mr Kite point
ed out that the legal case 
raised on the subject some 
years ago had gone to the 
Privy Council on appeal and 
had there on technical grounds 
been decided adversely to the 
Maritime Provinces Since, 
therefore, as a m i ter of law 
the three easte n Provinces 
were shut out, he appealed to 
Parliament as a high court of 
equity, that as a matter of 
equity and moral right these 
Provinces were entitled to 
some consideration. In argu
ing his case Mr Kite show
ed that at the time of Con
federation, it was not con 
sidered necessary that any 
special safeguard was needed 
for the Maritime Provinces. 
Such a safeguard was given 
to British Columbia, and our 
Provinces would have got the 
same, if they had asked for it. 
In the meantime the popula
tion of the west had increased 
by immigration and the 
pivotal Province, Quebec, 
had been greatly enlarged, by 
accession of territory. The 
Maritime Provinces were cir
cumscribed and could not ex 
pand in a territorial sense. 
In consequence of these 
handicaps he urged that some 
special consideration should 
be given to the Maritime 
Provinces.

Mr. Warburton went further 
than tir Kite when he moved and 
supported the following amend
ment :— Each province of the 
Dominion shall have as a mini
mum representation in the House 
of Commons, the representation it 
had upon becoming a province of 
C inada. That in the redistribution 
of constituencies to be ipade after 
the next and after every future 
decennial census the représenta 
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was surprised 
attitude. Mr

less than I hat minimum 
Daniel of St. John 
Warburton’s aroem 
posai which woti!< 
all provinces. He 
at Mr Turriff’s 
Turriff was in the position of be
ing willing to accept for his prov
ince favors which other provinces 
could not enjoy, and of saying 
when the lower provinces asked 
to have continued the state of 
affairs which was promised to 
them at Confederation, he would 
put on his hat and leave the 
House. When Saskatchewan an I 
Alberta were created provinces it 
was provided that for subsidy 
purposes the population of these 
provinces should be considered at 
a figure, it was quite certain that 
at the time and perhaps now Al
berta was not up to that figere 
Dr. Daniel then established the 
fact that New Brunswick had not 
adopted the principle of propor
tionate representation. The Que
bec scheme when submitted to the 
people was d.-feat-d by a heavy 
Minion'V. H c| i >• I t'l « ■ *Pr- 
atnees of ■■ w e iera',
Sir Albert S .. ^ W ‘h i
Jiot Brunswick demanded sonpe

check which would prevent New
Brunswick being swamped by the 
Canada of that day. This posi
tion he established by numerous 
citations. Dealing with the legal 
point. Dr Daniel noted that if 
the word “Canada" had meant the 
original four provinces the Mari 
time Provinces would have won 
their case, but it was held that it 
meant the present nine provinces. 
But in the original British North 
America Act “Canada” meant ihe 
four provinces and this meaning 
was removed by the supplement 
ary British North America Act. 
Thus the Maritime Provinces had 
been gold bricked. Dr. Daniel 
also dwelt on the addition of new 
territory to Quebec, when rail 
way development caused this to 
be populated the whole basis of 
representation would be upset. 
In this connection he quoted a 
strong utterance by Mr Pugsley.

Mr. Fraser spoke in support of 
Warburton’s amendment, and des 
cri bed Mr. Pugsley’s support i 
rotten reed. Mr. Richarde also 
spoke in supiport of the resolution 
in amendment: The contention of 
all the supporters of this measure 
of justice to the Maritime Prov
ince was opposed by Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier, Mr. Fielding and Mr. 
Pugsley. The unsoundoess of the 
attitude as-umed by Fielding and 
Pugsley may be deduced -from 
the fact that both these gentle
men, when members of their res 
pective Provincial Goyernments, 
were the strongest advocates 
possible of the principle urged 
now by tne Maritime members. 
When these gentlemen taste the 
flesh-pots of office in the Federal 
Cabinet, they all at once execute 
a volt face, and do their best to 
obstruct the proposals they once 
feigned to uphold. No better 
illustration of this changed atti 
tude could be given than the 
following description of Pugsley 
in 1905 and 1&10 presented by 
the St. John Standard :

At the session of the provincial 
egislatur^ 4,"ow'ng the decision 

of the Privy Council on the ques 
ti >u of New Brunswick represen 
tation in the House of Commons, 
the subject was discussed on a 
resolution of Mr. Tweedie. who 
was then premier. Mr Tweedie 
mide one observation which, in 
view of Mr. Pugsley’s speech of 
Monday, may be regarded as 
prophetic. He said ;—

“It is worthy of note that some 
times gentlemen who are very 
hearty ip favor of provincial 
rights, when members of the pro 
yincial legislature, become 
strangely indifferent to them 
when they go to Qitawa. I re 
member that Mr Blair and Mr. 
Fielding were very prominent in 
urging the rights of the Maritime 
Provinces at the Quebec confer
ence in 1887, but when they got 
to the larger field, they apparently 
forgot that they were pledged to 
support those interests/'

Mr. Pugsley now says that 
members “could not talk of in 
justice when the highest court in 
Canada, add the highest court in 
the Empire, now interpreted the 
constitution in the way they had. 
They were bound by that inter 
pretation and no province had the 
right to complain, because the 
constitution was being lived up 
to.”

But now we turn to what Mr. 
Pugsley said as Attorney General 
of New Brunswick after these 
decisions had been given. He 
then stated in the legislature that 
he had always entertained and 
still held the view that the scheme 
of representation was intended by 
the authors of confederation to 
be read as if the Union consisted 
of the original four provinces. 
The effect of the decision had been 
to construe the act as if all the 
existing provinces had been in the 
Union of 1867. “If that is so,”

ed in Ihe past" The provincial 
government, Mr. Pugsley said, 
was “doing its duty in asking the 
legislature to express its views 
and to endeavor to undo this 
great wrong.”

Thns Mr Pugsley did not hesi
tate to speak of the situation as a 
great injustice and a great wrong. 
He went on : “Some say it will 
be difficult for us to have the 
wrong done to us righted, but I 
think that it can be. I have 
faith in the sense of justice of 
those administering the Dominion.

• * • I feel that they have
done us a great wrong, yet I do 
not despair, but that when the 
matter is brought to the notice of 
government, and of parliament, 
some -teps will he t iken to see 
that this injustice is not continued 
Unless some legislation is enacted 
for our protection in consequence 
of the increase of Quebec and the 
population of the new territories 
and provinces, the time will come 
when Prince El ward Island will 
have hut one member, and New 
Brunswick three or four, in the 
Canadian House of Commons. A 
small number of representatives 
will not be able to look after our 
affairs, and our political influence 
will be reduced. It is therefore 
important for us to do all we can 
to prevent any fu-ther decrease 
in the representation and I feel 
that in passing this resolution, we 
will have done our dufy, and that 
after that, the responsibility will 
rest with those who have the 
power to remedy this injustice.

Dominion Parliament.

The estimates for the Inter
colonial Railway, were under con
sideration in the House of Com
mons on the 1st, inst After in
troductory remark'1, the Minister 
of Railways recited the different 
items of expenditure. He said 
the expenditure on capital account 
in the nine mouths period had 
been $1,280,000 for the same 
period last year it was $3,867,232. 
The average total number of em
ployes during the year was 8,833 
with a monthly payroll of $427,- 
470. Moanwhila the Prince Ed
ward Island Railway has achieved 
a deficit of $44,534, which by the 
end ,,f the year probably will be 
$70 000 The capital account ex
penditures have been $170,000 as 
compared with $56,206 last year. 
Despite the fact he never expects 
ihe line to come out even, Mr. 
Graham expects m see an improve
ment made in the passenger ser
vice and some extensions. This 
he put purely on the ground of 
sympathy with the people cf the 
Island. Going fqither west the 
Quebec bridge plans are sufficient
ly far advanced to enable the 
ninister to announce that the 
structure will be finished in four 
years. Also that the Hudson 
Bay railroad will be taken in hand 
St once The wot k will proceed 
on two lines,

railway was that a number of etn 
ployee of the railway department 
has been appointed to control the 
road. “If they were under the 
direction of the railway depart 
ment,” he said “and it appears 
they are, everything will go to 
the devil. Let them meet to
gether and disease the affairs of 
the ro.id and everything is well.’ 
If the Intercolonial were removed 
from the curse of politics it could 
be operated as successfully as any 
other road. He quoted Sir Wil
frid Laurier’s statement of year-, 
ago that there could be no hones! 
statement of the affairs of a G -v 
ernment railway which made ex 
penditures upon capital account 
without expecting any interest 
He opposed the proposal to Das 
the railway to a private corpot 
atiou.

added Attorney General Pugsleyf 
"the gompaci of confederation has 
been violated by legislation and 
by orders in council without 01}r 
being consulted. Surely the 
authorities at Ottawa should see 
that this wrong is remedied.”

Mr. Pugsley is now one of the 
"authorities at Ottawa” and he 
says that members must pot t$lk 
of injustice.

Mr. Pugsley proceeded : “The 
effect of the decision was to ip 
elude the population of the terri 
tories and thus to reduce the 
representation of New Brunswick. 
No person who heard the argu 
ment before the Privy Council 
could fail to have been impressed 
by the absurdity of our represen 
tation being reduced by the an 
organized territory of the north 
west. Is it not “ab=urd that we 
should be thus affected by tl)6 in 
crease of British Columbia, while 
the representation of that province 
can never be reduced ?” Further 
on Mr. Pugsley said ; “I hope 
th it as a result of this discussion
m ■ >i ’e 'f '• "tient who at-e
tri * >'<; 11 - up tor
OU iv j
wjth the injustice we have suffer-1

The year 1907 had been un
favorable, the board took office in 
June with a deficit of $800,000, 
there had been reduction in tariff, 
and no reduction in the number 
of employes to make the receipt g 
balance the expenditure. Tbe 
board had reduced its staff. In 
all 50§ employes had been dropped. 
As time went on sopie of these 
would be taken hack, as the staff 
Was increased or vacancies oc
curred. At Moncton an expert, 
Mr McKenza, had reorganised th© 
wot k at the shops, witfi the re 
suit of more work being done by 
a smaller staff It proved iiu 
practicable to get an expert for 
the ln©ofpotive shops, so three 
bright men were sept dqwp to the 
New York Central shops to pick 
up ideas ; the result was expect
ed to be advantageous. Mr Gra-

Mr MacDonald,(Pictou, Liberal) 
refused to be pleased at the sur 
plus of $600,000. It was desirable 
that the management should 
make both ends meet but it should 
not be forgotten that a surplus 
meant that so much money was 
not available for the future oper 
atiou of the road. The country 
instead of looking for large sur
pluses should realize the true 
state of affairs with regard to the 
Intercolonial and should expect 
no more than that the minister 
shoqld tpake both ends meet No 
attempt was made to work up a 
passenger traffic, as would be 
made by a private railway. That 
was a condition inherent in the 
operation of public utilities 
Again, no effort had been made to 
restrict the British preference to 
goods coining through Canadian 
ports. The Government could 
not develop industrial enterprises 
as a company could. Mr Mac
Donald also objected to the minis 
cer turning the railway over to a 
board of management. In Nova 
Scotia they believed in responsible 
government ; the minister would 
be held responsible in any case. 
He also complained of the dis 
missals. Mr. Maddin followed 
proving that politics are still ac 
ti ve in the management of the 
railway, giving specific details of 
a c ise of persecution iu which Mr 
Alex. Johnston, the defeated candi 
date in IVjr î^addin’s constituency 
has revenged himself on a voter 
who had followed his conviction- 
by causing his dismissal. The 
House then went into committee

maintainence work which had 
been expedited. Despite state
ments to the contrary 574,237 
PPW fi§s had been laid, 55 12 
iflilps of frapk fyad ft,eg9 ballasted, 
11 1 2 miles bad beep relaid with 
new 80 lbs, rails, 5 13 miles had 
been relaid with 67 lb rails. Ex 
traordinary expenditures on main
tenance account charged against 
working expenses totalled $231,- 
507. They included; Repairs 
to bridges and culverts, $29150; 
painting bridges $21,977 ; build
ing and repairing fences $36,408 ; 
rail renewals $100,000.

Mr Haggart criticized the 
minister for giving no estimate 
of the cost of the Quebec bridgei 
thopgh be was calling for double 
tenders, as he was undecided 
whether to adopt the suspen don 
or the cantilever style. The 
bridge, he argyed, will coot the 
country $15,000,000 to $18$WO,OOQ 
including the seven millions al
ready paid opt Disppssing the 
Intercolonial, Mr Haggart noted 
the increase in thr capital sunk 
f . $49.000,000 m 1896 10 $90,- 
000 000 now. The curious thing 
abou tiro mapagetpept of the

In the House of Commons 
on Thursday, Mr. Borden 
declared the p obey of the 
Conservative party o.n the 
nav d question. The s cond 
reading of the bill was moved 
by Sir Wilfrid DauF*er> to 
which Mr. Borden moved the 
following amendment :

That the proposals of the 
government do not follow th 
suggestions and recommen
dations of the admiralty, and 
in so far as they empower the 
government to withhold the 
naval f >rces of Canada from 
those of the enqpire in time of 
vyar, are ill advised and 
dangerous.

“That no such proposals 
can safely be accepted un
less they thoroughly ensure 
unity of organisation and of 
action without which there 
can be qn effective co-o|>er- 
ation in any common scheme 
of Empire defence.

‘That tfle sqid proposals, 
while necessitating he ivy out
lay for construction and main 
tpqance, will give no immedi
ate or effective aid to the Em
pire and no adequate or satis- 
fqctory results_p»-Canada.

The Leader of the Op
position supported his amend
ment resolution in a splendid 
speech. In the beginning he 
vigorously replied to Sir Wil
frid Laurier’s attack on the 
Conservative party. Three 
fourths of his speech had had 
nothing to do with the subject 
before the House. This was 
not 1837. They were not 
discussing autonomous rights. 
When the premier found him
self in difficult circumstances 
he went back to 1837, Lord 
Durham Baldwin and Lafon
taine He had boasted that 
he had an absolutely united 
party and he had been deal 
ing with criticisms of his 
policy coming from Quebec. 
He had treated a great and 
important subject in a highly 
controversial and partisan 
speech. As for unity, there 
was no attempt at gagging in 
the Conservative party and 
never would be

If the premier had had to 
undergo criticism in Quebec, 
Mr Borden continued, it was 
due to himself more than to 
any one else In this connec
tion Mr Borden quoted twq 
or three utterances by Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier which he now 
is anxious to Rave forgotten 
For instance in Boston in 1891 
he said that Canada never 
would consent to imperial 
federation because that in
volved her participation in 
British wars, and to that Can 
ada would never consent. 
Again in 1892 he said in par 
liament : “I hold out to my 
fellow countrymen the idea of 
independence, but whenever 
the day comes it must come 
by the consent of both parties 
and we shall continue to keep 
the good feeling and the good 
will of the motherland. ft 
we are true to our record we 
will again exhibit to the world 
the unique and unprecedented 
example of a nation achieving 
its independence by slow de 
grees and as natural as the 
severing of the ripe fruit from 
^he parent tree. And again 
‘ Is there a Canadian any 
where who would not hail 
with joy the day when we 
would be deprived of the ser
vices of British Diplomacy ?”

“The always Busy btore. ))
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Since Sir Wilfrid had held 

the reins of government, Mr. 
Borden observed. British dip
lomacy had more than once 
got the country out ofd fficulty 
in which it had been involved 
by the blundering of his gov
ernment. And again “I have 
again and again repeated that 
the goal of my aspirations is 
the independence of Canada 
to see Canada an independ 
ent nation in the course of 
time. Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
may have recanted since then, 
Mr Borden said, but he had 
not so publicly. Having re
gard to some of the provisions 
qf the bill it was interesting 
that rumor had it that this 
very measure was bejng held 
jut to the premier’s friends 
in Quebec as an important 
step in the direction of that 
independence, which was at 
one time at least the premier's

‘ That no permanent policy 
should be entered upon, in
volving large future expend! 
tures of this character until it 
fyas been sut)netted to the 
people and hff§ received their 
approval.

“That in the meantime the 
immediate duty of Canada 
and the impending necessities 
of tfle Enqpife can best be dis
charged and met, bv placing 
without delay at the disposal 
of the Imperial authorities as 
a free ffnfl loyal contribution 
from the people of Canada 
such an amoqnt as may be 
sufficient to purchase or con
struct two battleship» or 
armored cruisers of latest 
Dreadnought type, giving to 
the Admiralty full discretion 
to expend the said sum at 
such time and for suefl pur 
poses fop naval defence as in 
their judgment may best serve 
to increase the united strength 
of the Empire and thus as
sure it peace and security.”

aspiration.

Having thus replied to the 
premier’s attack, Mr Borden 
turned to the subject qf tRe 
naval force. While ynnual 
contributions npight be the 
best course from a purely 
stregetica! point of view it 
would not be enduring. Can
ada must employ her own 
men. her own materials, her 
own resources. How she was 
to do that was the subject be
fore the House. The premier 
had said some days before that 
when Great Britain was at war 
Canada was at war yet today he 
had receded from that and had 
intimated that the rest of the 
Empire might be at war and 
Canada at peace, That was 
impossible, so long as Canada 
was in the empire. If the 
enppipe \yas at vyar she was ap 
war As long as the British 
flag floated oyer 1 anada, a§ 
soon as that flag was attacked 
Canada was at war. The 
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