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AT THE HOUSE

YFSTERDAY the whole sitting

of the House was taken up by
a debate on the clause in the Seal-
ing Bill relative to the prohibition
of steel ships over 450 tons. The
debate was the warmest for the
session and brought out the old
fighting qualities of the Opposi-
tion members, particularly that of
Dr. Lloyd and Mr. Coaker.

Mr. Devereaux very unwisely
introduced Kean’s name and
claitned the clause penalized the
most successful master the coun-
try has produced - which brought
forth a splendid reply from Dr.
Lloyd, who stated that had there
been no Kean in the Stephano in
1914 or no West. Kean in the New-
foundland, that there would not
have been any need of the Bill be-
fore the House.

Mr. Coaker resented some re-
marks of Mr. Devereaux’s and
showed why Kean had been such
a success and stated that there
were 150 masters North that
would have done as well as Kean
had they been given command of
the best ships in the fleet. He
showed how Kean barely missed
the fat this year and had asked
Capt. Geo. Barbour where the
main patch was and entered the
patch four days after the Neptune

Eagle. He also reaffirmed the
intention of the F.P.U. to place
Kean on trial for his negligence
in connection with the Newfound-
land disaster.

Mr. Devereaux must have felt
small over his indiscretion in
bringing in Kean’s great ability
as a seal killer and Iaudmg him to
the skies as a superior make up
which excelled all other sealing
captains in the Colony, for he re-
ceived a dressing down at the
hands of Dr. Lloyd and Mr. Coak-
er that wont soon be forgotten by
the House or that gentleman.

Mr. Coaker’s speech on Monday
was fair, clean, to the peint and
gave no grounds for the acrimoni-
ous nonsense indulged in by
Messrs. Devereaux and Cashin.

- We will publish Mr. Coaker’s
remarks on the Bill made on Mon-
day in to-morrow’s issue.

~Mr. Cashin again created a
soene by indulging in language to-
wards Dr. Lloyd that was uncalted
for and disgraceful to a Minister.
He told Dr. Lloyd that he did not
know-a whale from a sculpin, that
he was only a school teacher im-
ported from England and reflect-
ed apon the Opposition Party for
selecting such as their Leader.
The House was grieved and as-

ronished over the Minister’s otit-|

‘break of temper and his corner-

~_boy slang.

Dr. Lloyd replied very effective-

W.\&nd in scathing hﬂgmge, such |

as he seldom has occasion to use,

i’f,hc shed ;&&Sﬂiﬂer of Finance
o by ﬂ?ﬂa&hﬁfﬁ;?k, .

who administeréd square b‘ows
one after another but did 'not
strike below the belt. Any mem-
ber who unjustly attacks Dr. Lloyd
will in future know what is in
store for him.

The Ministers of Fisheries and
Public Works again repeated théir
assurances to stand by the clause
as it stands, which they intimated
they would do when debating his
matter on Monday.

Mr. Cashin was one of the
Select Committee who signed the
report to the House, confirming
the Bill as submitted to the House,
but he went back on his report
yesterday and stated he had alter-
ed his mind.

The speeches of Dr. Lloyd and
Mr. Coaker will be published when
our readers wtll be able to form
their own opinions of the conduct
of Messrs. Cashin and Devereaux.

This Bill is a Government mea-
sure, introduced by the Premier,
submitted to a Joint Select Com-
mittee ‘'of the two Houses by the
Premier, and if the Premier is too
cowardly to stand by the clause it
will end all further efforts to con-
sider legislation. through Select
Committees, so far as the Opposi-
tion members are concerned.

Probably the most ignominous
conduct of any member of the
House known to the present gen-
eration is that of Mr. Cashin in
relation to the Committee’s Report
on this Bill, for both were signed
by him, yet yesterday he repudi-
ated both, so far as standing by
his own recommendatlon to the
House. It places the duties and
usefulness of Select Committees
in a position that will call forth
public ridicule and destroy all con-
fidence in such parliamentary pro-
cedure.

To the lasting credit of Mr. Pic-
cott be it said he remained true to
the Committee’s recommendation
and refused to budge, even though
the Premier spoke strongly in fav-
or of permitting the Florizel to
engage in the seal fishery. Mr,
Woodford also showed his metal
and after the Premier spoke re-
iterated his determination to stand
by his guns and vote as he inti-
mated he would do the previous
day.

Mr. Piccott also explained that
Mr. Crosbie had withdrawn his
support as seconder of Mr. Dev-
ereaux’'s amendment, as he could
not support it after learning its
full meaning. Mr. Devereaux’s
amendment provided for the re-
entering of all steel ships hitherto
engaged in sealing in the Colony,
which practically means a rever-
sion to conditions of the past few
years when wooden ships were
considered as only so much old
plank and timber and unable to
secure crews to man them’ for the
sealing voyage.

The matter will be further de-
bateéd in the House to-day and the
fire kindled yesterday by the in-
discreet and acrimonious attack
by some Government members
will be taken up.

BAY STEAM SERVICE

HE Reid Nfld. Co. is placing the

Clyde and Ethie on the Green
Bay route the coming season. The
new ports of call added last spring
will be taken up this. season and
regular calls made. This will
welcome news to the district,
especnally to Boyd’s Cove, Farm-
er’'s Arm, Comfort Cove,
Leammgton and Burying Pldce.

The Petrel will likely repldce the
Ethie on Trinity Bay Bay. [Owing
to the railway connection in Bay-
de}»’erde District the Trinity Bay
steamer will not connect with Car-"
bonear as formerly; the steamer
will not conmnect with any ports
South of Brownsdale. Several
new ports of call in Trinity Bay
will be added this season, and the
re-arrangement of the route will
enable several of the smaller set-
tlements in the district to partici-
pate in the benefits of direct con-
nection with St. John's.

Messrs. Stone and Targett have
been persistent in their efforts to
have the service readjusted and we
are pleased to find they have suc-
ceeded. It is hoped that in ar-
ranging the Fogota’s ports of call,
the Government will not overlook
the claim of Island Harbor.

. The Reid Nfid. Co. are anxlous to
make the best possible arrange-
ment in connection with the Bay
Steam Service and have endeavor-
ed to meet every possible wish of
the representatives of the North-
ern districts, hence the rearrange-

ment of the services of the Nor- |
{ thern Bays.

WE understand the SS. Susu

ill leave ;
T

INTERESTING

HE gentry on the Government
benches who sneer so persist-

ently at-democratic members’ on
the Opposition side of the House
would do well to real the follow-
ing character sketch of one of the
great leaders in the British Em-
pire at the present time—Mr.
Hughes, the Prime Minister of
Australia, who recently visited
London. Mr. Hughes, like the re-
doubtable Llloyd George, is a
Welshman who began life as a
schoolmaster in the homeland; but
in early years emigrated to Aus-
tralia, where he had to engage in
the first days of his life in the
Antipodes in the most menial oc-
cupations. He has never yet told
the whole story of his life, but
when he does tell it, it will be
found that he had to descend to
the very abyss of poverty, to try
his frail and unskilled hands on
all kinds of jobs.

But amid it all he was a born
agitator. He got into touch with
labor organizations; with a natur-
al power of command, he became
a leader amongst the toilers, and
in the end became a Member of
Parliament, and is now ‘Prime
Minister.

He has already become a popu-
lar and powerful figure in Great
Britain; he is over-run with invita-
tions to go here and there; has at-
tended a Cabinet Council; was
made a Privy Councillor almost
on landing, and undoubtedly will
have a good deal to say on the
question of Imperial re-organiza-
tion, which is one of the most cer-
tain and desirable results of the
war.

In some respects, Mr.
resembles his illustrious fellow-
countryman, Lloyd George. He is
a man with a fiery-soul, a resolute
purpose, and a remarkable gift of
speech. T. P. O'Connor says this
of the Australian Premier’s recent
appearance at a luncheon in Lon-
don at which the other prominent
speaker was Mr. Balfour:—

“A  few minutes after Mr.
Hughes took the floor he was mas-
ter of them all; and the other
speakers listened astounded and
spell-bound. [ was particularly
struek with the beauty and dis-
tinction of language: it was evi-
dently the language of a well read
man . But the most aston-
ishing thing was that this frail,
pale-faced anxious little man ap-
peared to bg a soul on fire. There
was an inflexible resolution, fiery
oratory in every Wword, and especi-
ally when he got on the now popu-
'ar topic of the unscrupulousness
and relentlessness, as well as al-
most diabolical skill, with which
the Germans had spread their ten-
tacles &trade all over the world.

a He seems to me to be-
Iong to the school which exists in
Labor ranks alone in Australia,
the one. which would set up a
whole tariff system in the British
Empire against all German goods
o It was the first time I had
seen Mr. Hughes; but | have been
hearing all about him lately. His
is one of the most’ remarkable
careers in he British Empire.”

In view of recent occurrences in
the House of Assembly this makes
interesting reading. It proves in-
contestably that the great leaders
are not brought.up on Govern-
ment pap, and that the democratic
element provides the greatest
leaders. Some people in this
country seem to imagine that the
road to successful leadership lies
in the direction .of pomposity and
pull; but a little reflection should
make it clear that from the ranks
of the people all great leaders
come. The “silver spoen” is by no
means a requisite in a successful
caréer; for this is a democratic
age—the age when initiative and
integrity are the greatest factors.
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ROBERT H. PROWSE born at
Port-de-Grave, 1828.
Lord Byron died, 1824.
Tilmd#n's fire, Cochrane Street;
. homes burnt, 1871.
Battle of Lexington, 1775.
Ford’s Advertiser first publish-
ed, 1875.
Peter Higgins, messenger of the

Hughes

' House of Assembly, died, 1875.

Steamship Newfoundland took
I3 days from Halifax to St. John’s,
1876.

Lord Beaconsfield dmd (Prim-
' rose Day), 1881. :

‘James T. Southcm‘t architect,
| died, 1898.

Don J. M. Perez appom&ed Vtee-
Cou‘ ul for Spain, 1896.

Saturday to |
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were presented as follows: By the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries
from Bay Roberts for a telephone:
by Mr. €lift from St. Julien’s for $200
to complete a wharf at the settlement,
also one from Campbellton asking for
$1,000 for the purpose of construeting
a road.

the petitions; by Mr. Stome from
asking for a light house on Tickle

Hr. Point.

gett. Mr. Halfyard also presented pe-
titions from Seldom Come By asking
for a fog alarm.

The Premier and Finance Minister!

gave notice of the introduction of
certain bills.

The House ‘then went info Com-.

mittee on Ways and Means, and the

Minister of Finance and Customs read’

to- the House what is known as the
Budgpt speech, a document containing
qu1te an array of figures relating to
our imports, exports, total trade, rev-
enues, extravagant expenditures and
public debt which is shown to great-
ly exceed thirty millions of dollars.
This budget has been as usual prepar-

ed by the President of the Legislat- )
Mr. MecGrath, at a cost.!

ive Council,
it is understood of $500, and the

Minister of Finance and Customs is Friday night and pointéd to the fact Cation of capital, and .
to think of confiscating the capital in-

to be congratulated upon the fact of

Mr. Clift strongly supported |

men that now propose to .
thelr principle:

abandon
As far as the Oppos-

'ition was concerned they intend to |

‘stand by the bill in response to the;
‘wishes of ‘ten thousand fishermen and
‘not to the petition of one Water Street
firm.

Mr. Piccott stated that he had as

jgreat an intérest in the Sealing Bill
Norman’s Cove and other settlements'

as any member in the House. (Here

:the Premier applauded Mr. Piccott in
This petition was ably
supported by Messrs Stone and Tar-]

the hope that he too would meke a
similar summersault) but was made
to look up when the Minister finished
by asserting his intention to stand

‘firmly by the bill.

The Premier seeing a clash inev-
itable and fearing a defeat again
brought his slippery tactics to bear by
stating that this bill was not ga party
measure.

Mr. Cashin then 'tried to excuse his
conduct on the grounds that the last
meeting of the Select Committee was
an fermal one, and intimated that the

‘decxsmn may be reversed if such and

such had happened on_Friday Light.
It was only .now however, that he had
realized the great claim which Bow-
ring Bros.
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jthis time because of the

had over any other firm firm of Bowring Bros.

because they did not sell their ships. |

Dr. Lloyd told the Minister
something important was done

that all had unanimously agreed

that Ple of the north.
On,ical.

& |discussion by

_\
_ Mi' Coiker" - W’ﬁ.nfﬁ "‘td’ know Why
Capt. Kean has been brought into the
Government membersg,

%) as he has been to-day. He had madn 5

plain statement in regard to Kearn'’s

$ !sons getting ships, etc. if the Fliorize]

a decided opportumfy of favouring his
sons to the detriment of others.

Mr. Devereaux again jaded the
House with another long tirade, the
kenote of which was a fullsome flat-
tery of Capt. Kean. He incidently
agreed that Mr. Coaker had accom-
plished a great deal for his country,
but this did not give him the right to
support any measure which would
affect Capt. Kean and his sons, who,
he believed were made of the same
stuff as their father. He
another spasmodic feeling of affec-
tion for the fishermen and sealers,
hardships
which they endure in the wooden ships
at the ice. He wag especially inter-
ested in the fishermen of the North
and was now fighting their battles.
He admitted that neither himself or
his District was interested in the seal-
fishery, because of the many good
things the Bowring Bros. had done,

they should above all get special con-
sideration.

Dr. Lloyd sald Mr. Deveraux’s
speech would no doubt interest the
but was cer-
tainly not of much interest to the peo-
It is not even log-
He says a 1ot about the confis-
would not

only makiig one or two shght breaks Stand by the bill in its entirity and vested in the Florizel, but he was not

while reading this five hundred dol-
lars epistle,” and this, no doubt, was

‘had sealed that agreement with their Desitating in confiscating the
There was, said the Lead_'invested in the Stephano and

;1gnatures

other

due to the fact that a great lot of € Of the Opposition, an absolute aq_lshlps The member by his own amend- |
the matter contained therein is quite et and you, és one of that Commit- ment is confiscating capital.

mexphcable to the Minister, and per-

haps the typed cofy may be little
blurred. No one would suspect a blur l
upon the -Minister’s brain after read-
ing eight consecutive typewritten
budgets, which have only varied to
the extent of the increasing public
debt and taxation duwring the last
eight years. The debate on this ques-
tion was deferred until next Tues-
day when criticism may not bLe so
severe -as it woulldl be yesterday.

The Retiring owance Bill receiv-
ed its third reading and the House
went into Committee on the Sealing
Bill.

The amendment to Section 13 as
moved by Mr. Devereaux, the cbject
of which was to confer a special priv-
ilege upon the firm of Bowring Bros.
by permitting the Florizel to prose-
cute the sealfishery. This rediculous
back-down from the decision arrived
at by the Select Committee was some-
what covered up by inserting a limi-
tation clause to the amendment, pro-
viding that no more then 35,000 seals
be brought in by the Florizel.

Mr. Devereaux took the floor and
in a long, windy and empty speech
tried to excuse his ,amendment, his
main line of argument that the pro-
hibition of the Florizel meant confis-
cation of capital, and the penalizing
of Capt. Kean, who he lauded as one
of the greatest heroes the country
ever produced, and he (Kean) had
distinguished himself as few men
had. (This of course will be admitted
by many.) Mr. Devereaux claimed
that we should do nothing that would
in any way interfere with the firm of
B'owrings and the celebrated captain.
He could not conceive how any per-
son could fail to admire such a man.

"The Premier in his usual guarded
shifty style, full conscious of the sur-
render which this amendment involv-
ed, began by trying to reconcile the
more firmer members of his party as
well as the Opposition by talking
around the issue and praising the gen-
eral principle of the bill, and then
explained that their intention was to
play a game of bluff by introdueing
the amendment which would only re-
concile and please Bowring Bros.,

‘but which would render their sealing
‘venture per the S. S. Florizel a very

unprofitable one. This, the Premier!
thought, would appease the wrath of

those great men (and of course would |
be in line with Sir Edward’s style of}

practice.

The Leader 6f the Opposition, Dr.
Liloyd,

the Premier and especially in view

of the intimation that the Minister of}{

Marine and Fisheries would ap-
prove of the amendment, and by

the look of things on the Government §

-enough to stand together for

then arose and first statedf‘
he was. surprised at the attitude of |

seats there was,K something doing. He
would like to know if the Minister of
Public Works, Mr. Woodford had also
departed from the stand he had taken:
last evening. .

Mr. Woodford replied to say, NO, he}
intend to stand to his- guns.

Well done, said Dr. Lloyd. The

Leager of the Govemment had made
an abject surrender. :

' The Premier. tried to _deteqq hish

position but conld not cmtv

'tee, assented to what was done and
signed the report to this House.

had agreed to a few nights previous.'

Was this change the affect produced Dr Lloyd, what is in this bill
by a visit from Mr. Munn. He was sur- allze Capt.

prised to see the changed attitude of do with Capt. Kean
the ¥Finance Minister and he thought' (ontmual]v referrin

that the Minister would: be
for Honour'’s sake to support the pro-
hibition of 500 ton vessels, if not the
450 ton clause, as the Minister claims
not being present when the slight
change was made.

Mr. Coaker then -explained why the
Committee had reduced the tonnage to
450, etc.,, and stated that this Bill
which was introduced from the Op-
position last year was framed in com-
pliance with the advice of thousands
og experienced sealers, who claim that
if the Florizel was permitted to pros-
ecute the sealfishery all Captain
Kean’s sons would also command ves-
sels and an unfair advantage would
be given them over other vessels by
their father commanding a powerful
ship. He could Kkill enough to
load them and lead them in
to the patch, owing to the su-
perior power of his ship. This ad-
vantage would be decidely against the
other owners’ vessels and would be a
discouragement, not only to the crews
of other vessels, but to the owners.
Why favour one individual at the ex-
pense of the many, and allow those
ships to go again and you ruin
the entire wooden fleet owned by oth-
er firms and give a monopoly to one.
He hoped the Committee would be men
what
they so unanimously agreed upon last
Friday night.

Mr. Woodford stood to say that he
agreed with Mr. Coaker and thé Lead-
er of the Opposition and wouly sup-
port the bill. He thought that if the
Florizel was limited to 35,000 seals
and she struek a patch containing
100,000 he would be a fool if he did not
fill her up and pay the fine. ‘He had
listened to all the Premier had said
but he had failed to convince him, and
a visit ‘from his friend Mr. Munn
would have had the same affect. He

could see that Capt. Kean would.l

Mr. Devereaux tried to interrupt, |

but the Leader of the Opposition as-|
Mr. Coaker said he was sorry to sured him that he would get

hear so much debate and difference of argument from his side of the
opinion upon a matter on which all th

at was coming to him. He speaks
about penalizing Capt Kean, but said
to pen-
What have we to
that he should be
g to him. A good

Kean?

obllged stor\ could be told about Capt. Kean,!

and I am well conversant with that
story. The awful disaster on the S. S,
Newfoundland would never have oc:
curred if the same man Kean was not '
on the Stephano. That message ar-
ound which so much revolved would'
not have been sent to West Kean.

Now its a well known fact that the
sending of this message was prear-
ranged before leaving St. John's. It
is all a Capt Kean business with vou.
A Captain Kean close season mth you
to-day.

:man Kean.

capital

sailed to the sealfishery, and vou have

%) started in to talk of Kean heing pen-
2 |alized and of all the seals he brought

House met at 3.30 p.m. Petitions' Commlttee was signed by some of the while in command of the Florizel have

in, but would he not be worse then g
fool if he did not get seals consiger.
ing that he always have commande
the very best ship going out, Now
don’t talk to us amymore about i}
We have already had
good reasons to wish he had
commanded a vessel at the ice. [r it
was not for him we would not havye
to mourn to-day for over 80 of gy
countrymen, who are in their graves,
while eleven more are left with us
maimed for life, as living witnesses of

{that man’s error.
expressed |

I hope he will live a few more vears

(S0 that justice will be done, and it |

live he will stand at the bar of jus.
tice to give an account for the part
he pla\ ed in that awful disaster. Whe.
ther he will go to jail or not, belicve
me justice will be done. Now don’i
bring this man’s name up here again
or you will get more then vou bhur-
gained for.

In reference to the principles con-
tained in this bill we have discusseq
all these matters at our various con-
ventions, discussed them with mey
who knew what they talking about and
did not depend upon what theyv woulq
pick up-at random from some persons
on the streets. Some members on the
Government side who want to alter
the bill knew very little of what they
are talking about.

Mr. Downey also spoke in favour
of the amendment.

Then the House was treated to an
exhibition of rowdyism by the Min-

all the!
House !

ister of Finance and Customs, who
'made an uncalled for and abusive :t-
' tack upon the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. He first started in to toady to
Capt. Kean, who he evidently thcught
was. present, judging by the glances
lle<oc-casionall)' cast in the direction
of the visitors’ seats. As he warmed
up he developed more sausy and abus-
ive and exclaimed that Dr. Llovd
knew nothing about the fisheries ot

' Newfoundland, and tried to jeer that

 gentleman because he. was once
'school teacher. In a boisterous man-
ner and with his countenance contort-

ed with that familiar derisive grin the
Minister referred to the Doctor in very
uncomplimentary and unparliament-
.ary language, and said that Dr. Lloyd
+had condemned Captain Kean to-day
while he had sat on a commission
which had vindicated him. The Min-
ister used such ridiculous language as,
do the Leader of the Opposition know
a caplin from a sculpin or ‘a tom-cod
from a whale.

(Continued on Page 6.)
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The Daily

issue of THE MAIL

AND AVOCADTE will be forwarded

to any address in

Newfoundland or

Canada from now until December
31st next for the sum of

ONE DOLLAR.

The Weekly issue

will be forwarded

to any address from now until Decem-
ber 31st next for the small sum of

THIRTY

CENTS.

Newfoundland Co.

WATER STREET STORES DEPT.

The well-known Headquarters for Motor Engines

Motor Boats, Motor Supphes, Gasoline and Motor Olls.

Our Columbia Cells and Multi
"d of before,

! e 5 CaH or send for Quotattons.
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