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PUBLIC CONFIDENCE BETRAYED
Our rrolrn will mitier that in the Mipplr- 

mrnlsry estimates lirought down in the Dom­
inion bouse a few day* ago. there was included 
an item of •600,000 for thr "immediate 
omet nation" of the Hudson flay Railway 
Following this annmim-ement we received the 
following mrasagr from a subscriber in Saak-

"With Itniwinme rerraae reartMUa aioo.ooo.ooo,
will appropriai n.a of *500.000. naly rnowgh to
maatfwrt tweet p-ire ailo of Hurl-on Hey Railway.
«alii’y prairie proriare».*"
We certainly do not think that the vote 

of *500,000 will he anything like aatiafartnry 
to the fermera of the went ft might pmliahly 
he regarded in the nature of a good aired joke. 
At the preaent time there are no auppliea on 
hand, an far aa we know, for doing mnetrurtinn 
work, and are alao underatand that one of the 
Aral work a to lie undertaken will he to bridge 
the Saakatehewnn River at The Pa*. If any 
rrf thia *500,000 is uaed towarda the const mr- 
tion of thia bridge, and a few miles of grading 
beyond, there will lie nothing left over to pre­
pare for next year’s work. The Dominion 
government reporta a revenue of *100.000.000 
this year, and hand' out *500,000 for the ron- 
•trurtion of the Hudson Bay Railway. If 
this is the rate of progress which the Dom­
inion government interprets aa "immediate 
construction," then our grand children, if 
they live to the allotted span, may possibly 
are the railway built to the Hay. This action 
°n the part of the Dominion government 
cannot be regarded in any other light than 
a» a distinct lietrayal of the confidence of the 
western people. It is evident, upon the face 
•d it. that they do not intend to fulfil their 
promise to eon struct the road to the bay.
• hey will no doubt make a great shout that 
thia vote of *500,000 shows their good faith 
and by this means they will keep alive this 
•rheme until another federal election approach­
es. Then they will vote a little heavier 
appropriation with the hope of deluding the 
western voters. There can be little doubt but 
'hat the opposing interests of the Hudson 
Hay Railway have compelled the government 
•c refuse to go ahead with the construction of 
the road, as this isprartirally what the *500,000 
22** mean*. If the western farmers are sat­
isfied to be sold out in this way and to be 
®**nly flouted by the Dominion government 
•* this Hudson Bay Railway project, then we * 
■••lodge the temper of the western people.
' o reported that Sir Wilfrid Laurier ac­

companied by Hon. Mr. Fielding and Hon.

Tilt t/H AIN i.HuttKKs til'IDK

Mr Graham, will take a jaunt through the 
west this year. If they do an, it will Iw up 
to thr farmers of the west to tell them in un- 
iwstakaldr terms just what they think of 
the government s policy of "immediate con­
struction "
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MANIPULATION IN TEJUUNAL ELEVATORS

Sub-enction of section IN A of the Manitoba 
Grain Inspection Act provides

“The inspector shall keep the proper record* 
of all grain rereived in store in any terminal 
elevator, which records shall show the particu­
lars of each parrel or car-lot of graia received, 
the date received, the grade, dockage, if any. 
and the number of the Ian in which such grain 
has I wen stored; and shall keep similar n-mnl* 
of all such grain ship|wd from any terminal 
elevator, which records shall also give the name 
of thr vessel or the oumlirr of the car into which 
•uch grain has been drbtrrrd "

Sub-section 7 of the same clause provides 
that:

“In the month of August each year stork 
shall tie taken of the quantity of each gnulc 
of grain in the terminal elevators "

There ia a well founded rumor that when 
stock was taken last August the quantity 
of high grades shipped from the terminais 
during the year exceeded the quantity received 
of those grades by a very large amount, while 
their was a eorrrqwinding ileereasr in the 
quantity shipped out of the lower grades hy 
the privately named and operated elevators. 
The same rrjwirt credit* the Canadian Pacific 
Kailway termina'* with having shi|qwd out 
practically the same quantities of each grade as 
received.

We understand that the Dr|wirtmrnt uf 
Traiir and Commerce has instituted an in­
vestigation through the officers of that depart­
ment in Winnipeg to discover how this differ 
citcc occurs

The Grain Growers’ Associations of thr 
western provinces have, for the last three years.
I wen trying to convince the Dominion govern­
ment that manipulation of grade* was gn:ng on 
in the terminal elevators; that wheat was not 
cleaned to thr requirements of the Grain 
Act; that tampering with the grades whih- in 
transit through thr elevators was worked out 
to the detriment of the producers and the 
country generally. Last January a delegation 
from the Manitoba Grain Growers’ Association 
associated with a similar delegation from the 
Dominion Millers’ Associât win. represented 
to the government that there was just cause 
to complain of the character of the grailes 
received out of these privately named ter­
minals. The representative* of the Grain 
Growers also presented to «hr government 
a petition signed hy a number of commission 
men and indepemlent grain dealers, members 
of the Winnqwg Grain F.xrhange. requesting 
the government to accede to the requests 
of the Grain Growers and assume control of 
the terminal elevator*. Some time subse­
quent1!' a deputation of indepemlent exporter* 
from Winnipeg. Toronto ami Montreal made 
representations to the government similar 
to those made by the Dominion Millers’ 
Association, as to the injury the pir*ent system 
of handling the grain at the terminal elevators 
was to the grain trade, and, by prejmlieally 
affecting the price secured for grain on the 
Kuropran market, causing a large financial 
loss to the whole country. These represent­
ations. coming from such influential Iwidies, 
no doubt had something to do with inducing 
the Department of Trafic ai ! (’omim-rcc to 
make an investigation into •!•■ reason* why 
the officer* of the in«pei i department 
could not supervise the 1 mu:.*, 'leaning, 
and shipping of grain in I - •minais so 
as to prevent manipulatin ' - .sin or the 
shipping of grain without .ig cleaned as
required by the inspector

When the Grain Act was revised, during the 
session of 1908. the government pro)wised to 
substitute a rigorous supervision of the clean­
ing. binning and shipping of grain in place of

government ownership and operation ee re­
quest rd hy the representatives of the Glair 
Growers These representatives told the per- 
eminent at thr lime, that no system of super- 
vision would prevent tampering with the grain 
in those rlev aloes a* long a* they were operated 
hy the employees id grain dealers who were 
interested oi thr handling id the grain and 
• •wild profit by such manipulation The 
puldir will hr curious to know if Ibis investi­
gation on thr part of the officer* id the depart­
ment entrusted with the administration of 
the Grain Art. will discover how it is that they 
cannot apprant sufficient supervisors in the 
terminal f-h-v sines to prevent the owners from 
shipping out larger quantities id high grade 
wheal than they receive, and how it maw* 
that they ran ship out *>• much wheat not 
cleaned *. nailing to requirements.

To thr ordinary lay mind it seem* difficult 
to understand why it should not he in the pub 
lie interest, instead id employing one set id 
men. to see that another set id men do their 
work Iwwiestlv, to place the control and oper­
ation id these terminals into the hands id men 
who would have mi interest eventing to dis­
charge their |whlie duties faithfully and ia 
the puldir interest. To say the least of R. 
it look, like s waste id money to employ men 
at high salaries to watch that the operators 
id those elevator* tin mit defraud the public, 
while the government employees might just 
as well iqierate the elevators and prevent 
the duplication id emidoyren.

The latest testimony to the unsatisfactory 
manner in which our grain reaches the liver- 
|mol market has hern furnished to the Depart­
ment id Trsilr ami Commerce by the arete- 
Ian id the Manitolie Grain Growers’ Asso­
ciation. Karly last autumn the Grain Growers 
mai le arrangements with a gentleman in Liver- 
pied to secure samples of cargoes id Manitoba 
grain arriving in liverpoid Those samples 
were sent hy express to Winnipeg and were 
sampled and ins|ieeteil by Mr Maside, a gen­
tleman who has hail fifteen years' experience 
in the inspection office in Winnipeg. The 
result was aa shown in the accompanying 
table- -
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The accompanying schedule give* the name 
of the steamship, the date the sample was 
taken, the ei-rtifirate it earned, amount of 
percentage of dirt, and how the gnu le stood 
The securing of these samples was extended 
over a period of three month», and may he 
regarded"*» a fair illustration of how Manitoba 
wheat reaches the I jvrrpool market. Any dock­
age less than one per rent, was not taken into 
consideration. An analyai* of the 40 samples 
shows that only four samples showed less 
than one per rent, of dirt. The average was 
alunit two per rent. The larger number of 
the I Northern grades would have been re­
duced to 8 Northern in Winnipeg on account 
of wild oat*. Only eleven out of the forty


