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one step further in the direction of
an absolutely limited formal monorchy
than the constitution of the Mother-
land. As a matter of fact, the Gov-
ernor-Generalship is possibly the very
best and latest device in the history
ol politics for obtaining a constitu-
tional chief magistrate at once sufli-
ciently competent and dignified and
purely formal. A King may be an in-
fant in arms, a President may be a
despot and tyrant, but the Governor-
General of Canada can be neither.

At present the Governor-General is
appointed by His Majesty the King
upon the advice of his Imperial min

isters who in turn usually act, I am:

told, upon the suggestion of His Maj-
esty’'s Canadian ministers. Sometimes
the Canadian people are quietly con-
sulted by mentioning two or three al-
ternatives until one is. found which
meets with distinet popular approval
in Canada. Curiously but significant-
lv enough, the fourth estate, the Press,
acts as the agent of communication
between the King and his people in
this case.

Hitherto the Governor-General has
adlways been selected from among the
number of outstanding statesmen in
the British Isles. There is nothing,
however, to prevent His Majesty's
ministers from designating a (Canadian
or an Australian or any British sub-
Jjecet living anywhere to fill the oflice.
Possibly there may come a time in the
near future when -all oflictrs repre-
senting The Crown overseas, whether
within or without the DBritish Com-
monwealth, and all their civil serv-
ants will be chosen from the wlhole
Commonwealth or Empire, whichever
you like to call it; and not- as now
from the British Isles. Personally
and ‘without wishing to vreijudice the
case in any person’s mind, it seems 10
me that some distinet movement in

this direction is now due, The whole

commonwealth is fast: becoming the
paramount entity. I hesitate, how-
ever; to : suggest that- a "Canadian
should be selected tor the oflice of
Governor-General. We must not for-
get that this office—as I have so often
said-—is purely formal and signatory
in character. Some colour of detach
ment is, thervefore, essential as in the
Kingly office itself. No oflice of chiet
magistrate or any purely judicial oflice
or office of form under the DBritish
Crown can be moved ever so little by
party ‘or private sympathies ol any
kind, and any movement in that di-
rection would clearly be a step in the
direction of disturbing the office of
Governor-General under the Canadian
system,
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Industries of British Columbia: V. Manufacturing

By A. A. MILLEDGE, B.C. Products Bureau, Vancouver Board of Trade
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mdnstrial area. With the exploitation
Hals has come the estabiishhment
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of lesser industries.
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