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Holy Days, Holidays and Theatres 
prove Timely Topics for the Day.

The Sting of Defeat.

‘•The April skies are sorrowing,
And leadbn clouds are weeping; 

yet pattering raindrops chatter 
Of brighter days and 'better.

»phe winter snows are melting,
And sturdy trees are budding;

Each rainy day gives promise 
Of the flowers’ early rise.

4* 4* 4*
When life seems least alluring 

There is compensation coming,
The tears that fall in sorrow 

Blossom peace in hope to-morrow.

The days of sorrow.

They should be thoughtful days.

These are Holy Days, not holidays.

They bring the promise of a bright 
future.

Surely there are no Catholics so 
thoughtless as to require a warning 
to remain away from the theatre on 
Good Friday.

The enforced holiday which the 
bartender will have to-morrow 
should be often repeated, not by 
legislation but by lack of business.

The bold methods used by shop, 
breakers in- Montreal would suggest 
that there must be many idle men 
and much hardship in the Metropo­
lis.

Viewing the matter from the dis­
tance it would api>ear that Parlia­
ment was not going to allow the 
Legislature to take all the notice 
to itself in the matter of spicy 
speeches on touchy topics.

It is a wrion-g spirit, I -know, but 
there is really* a feeling of satisfac­
tion in discovering that a Westmount 
correspondent declares the clean 
city's sidepaths to be as dirty as 
those of Montreal. Evidently a 
muck raker is needed.

"Elective school commissions may 
produce curious results," commented 
a man from Valleyfield. "I remem­
ber a man who was once elected to 
the Valleyfield Commission who 
could neither read nor write.” Could! 
that happen in Montreal if the pro­
posed legislation were carried out?

Thomas Longboat is now in an 
excellent position to sympathize with - 
excellent position to sympathize 
with another prominent Canadian ci­
tizen named Thomas Burns. The 
sting of defeat, even- at ^o much 
per sting, reduces the space value 
of one’s conversation. Next for the 
limelight, please.

“More Poles for Montreal,” wrote 
the headline mam in a daily con­
temporary. Judge how disappoint­
ing it was to read about tall tim­
bers threatening our now beautiful­
ly «lean streets, instead of the in*- 
migration information that was1 ex- 
pected. 41

setjmas.

Men’s Retreat Ends.
Two Thousand Parishioners Faithfully 

Attended St. Patrick’s Services.

An Impressive Sight.

No less faithful at the end than at 
the beginning of the retreat were 
the men of St. Patrick’s parish and 
when the exercises terminated on 
Sunday night, the big church was 
crowded even more so than on the 
occasion of the opening services on 
the preceding Sunday night.

The services were exceedingly im­
pressive and it was most solemn to 
see two shousand- men, lighted taper 
held high above each head, repeating 
baptismal vows and promising sin­
cerely to renounce the world. the 
flesh and the devil. Afterwards there 
was a considerable addition to the 
membership of the Holy Name So­

in his closing remarks Father Bar­
rett warned his hearers to- keep away 
from theatres on Good Friday. He 
said that he had heard that such 
places of amusement were open in 
Catholic Montreal on that «lay. He 
was painfully surprised to learn thatl 
hut he felt certain that no Catholic 
men would patronize theatres on 
that solemn day. He said, too-that 
love of purity, temperance and fre­
quent visits to the sacraments were 
necessary safeguards for men la 
large cities. The dangers were great I 
er there than elsewhere. No one 
was worthy the name of man who I 
dishonored womanhood, and no one; 
was worthy of the name who com­
mitted Bins of Intemperance. He ex-’

St. Patrick s Society.
Mr. H. J. Kavanagh, K.C.is New Pre­

sident of the Organization.

Successful Year.

Change in The Irish ianfl Bill.
Irish parts mists TUI It Sleuld Deal es a Whole Will Problems 

Raised by Deficiencies el wyndham s Act.
Plans for an increase of usefulness 

in the future were discussed at the j 
annual meeting of St. Patrick’s So­
ciety, and it became evident that j 
this national organization will take 
an even more active part in Irish j 
affairs than in the past. The new j 
president, Mr. Henry J. Kavanagh, 
K.C., believes that each year should [ 
show an advance over the preceding ; 
one, and in his inaugural address 
said that he would do his best to j 
continue that policy.

The annual meeting was held in : 
St. Patrick’s Hall, St. Alexander j 
street, and was attended by fifty 
members, the majority of whom ; 
evinced an active interest in the af- j 
fairs of the organization. Mr. W. P. 1 
Kearney being absent, the first vice- 
president, Mr. Kavanagh, occupied - 
the chair. The secretary, Mr. T. P. 
Tansev, read the reports. The secre- i 
t-ary’s report showed that the so­
ciety’s activities during the year 
had been carried out very satisfacto­
rily, while the financial statement

MR. H. J. KAVANAGH, K..C.

Latest mail advices are at hand 
with the complete text of the Land 
Bill introduced/ by Mr. Birrell. From 
the Weekly Freeman the appended 
synopsis and comment is taken :

It. contains a good many clauses 
not found in the Bill, which was 
read a second time, with the sup­
port of the Irish Party, by a majo­
rity of nearly four to one, in the 

i Autumn Session. But the changes 
! and additions, though not insignifi- 
i cant, leave the main outlines of the 
| measure untouched. So far as the 
! 13-ill promised to remove the check 
■ put upon Land Purchase by the 
breakdown of the Wyndham Act, and 

i to transfer to the Treasury the fi­
nancial burden to which the rate- 

; payers of the country are liable un­
der that Act, the measure recently 
issued is in substance, and generally 
even in terms-, the same as that de­
bated and passed on second reading 
last Session. The provisions rela­
ting to the Congested Districts dif­
fer in some details, and are supple­
mented—there are, for instance, to 
be two paid1 Government members of 
the Board instead of one—but subr 

1 sta-ntially the Bill has the same mc- 
j rits and the same defects as it had 
; when Mr. Birrell first put forward 

his plan. Everybody is' agreed that 
: arl amend in gL&nd Bill is absolutely 
; necessary. But while the landlords 
j would like the measure to be con- 
! fined to provisions for securing for 
j them their money, the Irish Party 
i rightly insisted that the Bill should 
! deal as a tv hole with all the prob- 
i Jems raised by the deficiencies of Mr.
; Wynriha-m’s Act and its administra­

tion. The chances of reform in the 
I interests of the tenants would be im- 
| mensely diminished if the relief of 
i the landlords were made the subject 
: of a separate Bill. Mr. Birrell had 
j to deal with the whole question. It 
; was a heavy task. £52.000,000 i’s 
i needed to finance the agreements lie- 
! tween landlord and tenant lodged 
! with the Estates Commissioners. To 
! produce that amount of money r.ear- 
j ly £60.000.000 of Stock, would have 
i to be issued at an annual charge of 
! over £200.000. most of which. in 
I the absence of fnvsh legislation, 

would fall upon the the Irish *t,tax­
payers . And when the £52.000,000 
had been found for existing agree­
ments, it would, it was calculated, 
need about £100,000.000 more to 
complete the transaction, the total 
cost of the discount amounting to 
over £600,000 a year. The problem 
was to find' the money and relieve 
the ratepayers.

PLAN OF THE BILL.

The plan of the Bill is that the 
National Debt Commissioners shall 
each year provide £5,000,000 of ; 
cash ; and the Government will issue j 
£5,000,000 a year of Stock to the 
landlords it the minimum price of 
92. This yould enable the unoom- 

dbions to be cleared off j 
-r rapidity ; and the land- !

find in the fact that j 
ir money, plus the bonus 

_ _ earlier date, ample com- j
pensation/ for the loss involved in I 
taking payment of half the agreed 
price in tftock at 92. As regards fu­
ture saleg, the Bill proposes to pay 
the landlords in a 3 per cent. Stock, 
and to rais» the tenants’ annuity 
rate to 3 1-2 per cent. The provi- J 
sion to raise the annuity has been ; 
opposed by Mr. Redmond and the 
Irish I^arty on behalf of the tenants. ‘ 
It i9 the peint on which most criti- j 
cistm has been concentrated ; and the

showed that there was a comfortable 
balance.

THE SECRETARY’S REPORT.

In presenting the report Mr. Tan- 
sey said:

A‘It is usual at our annual meeting 
to present a report of work done 
in the past year—and it is to me this 
year a most pleasing task to have 
the honor of presenting this report.

The past year has been marked by 
at least one event which will always» 
be remembered by the members of 
this society ar.d the Irish Catholic 
people of Montreal—I refer to the 
visit of Cardinal Loguo and Bishop 
Brown. This Society, thanks to 
our worthy chaplain, the Reverend 
Father Me Shone, had the signal ho­
nor of entertaining the Cardinal and 
party—and did so. we have been led 
to believe, iwi-t'h much success.

The dinner given under the auspices 
of this Society last St. Patrick’s 
Day was the largest and possibly 
the «most representative Irish gather­
ing ever held in Montreal.

I can assure you that no effort was 
spared to make the dinner worthy 
of the Society, and from the numer­
ous letters received up to date, our 
guests speak most highly of the 
courtesy of our officers—and of the 
great sociability of the evening. As 
you, no doubt, have noticed. the 
press, - particularly the Catholic press 
of Canada, have commented most fa­
vorably upon the success of our ef- I Jrish protestant Benevolent Society, 
forts in thus fittingly celebrating : f0ilowed up hisf donation of last year

pleted tn 
with great! 
lords woujc 
they get t fr­
ai a muclj

1 Party is pledged to prevent, if it can 
j the proposed increase in the rate. An- 

unwelcome feature in- the new Bill in 
l tune with this1 change, is th'at in- 
I creasing the annuity rate under the 
Labourers Act of 1906. An import­
ant part of Mr. Birroll’s Bill deals 
with the bonus. Only about three 
millions of the twelve millions bo­
nus remained ; and as it was calcu­
lated that the remaining sales will 

; amount to £100,000.000, the Trea- 
' sury reduced the bonus from twelve 

per cent to three per cent. Unless 
the B-ill passes at that figure, appa­
rently, it will stay Mr. Birrell pro­
poses to add to it ; but to pay the 
bonus in future on a sliding scale. 
Hitherto the higher the price. the 

- more bonus the landlord got ; for 
every pound he could get out of the 
tenant the State gave him nearly 
half-a-crown extra;, and the natural 
inducement was to keep up prices. 
Under the new Bill a sliding scale is 
arranged. No bonus at all will he 
paid on an estate which brings 25 
years’ purchase, and as much ns 
16 per cent, will be given on the 
lowest priced sales. One of the chief 
instruments in the creation and main­
tenance of high prices was the zon- s. 
They wen* carefully anti deliberately 
calculated for th-at purpose by their 
authors. They wore put forward on 
the pretence afterwards abandoned, 
that they would expedite sales, but 
their real intent was the raising of 
prices, and well they succeeded in 
accomplishing it. It is a distinct 

( blot on Mr. Birrell’s Bill - that he 
i does not propose to abolish 

the zoT.es. Tie aims at nfaking im­
possible or. at any rate, difficult 
some of the graver and more(obvious 
scandals under them ; -but their nor­
mal every-day working he is willing

THE CONGESTED DISTRICTS.
It is in the portions of the Bill 

dealing witlv the Congested Districts 
that Mr. Birrell has shown most 
and remove the reproach of "the 
courage. He has really attempted 
to do what Mr. Wyndham promised, 
rotten and rigid comimjhHics” that 

I lent so- many picturesque touches' 
of etaquence to the debates o»n the 
Act of 1903. The Congested Dis- 

i tricts Board is to bo re-constituted' 
, with on elective element, though 
I the official element is unduly strong 
• and seems to have been increased 
| since the hill was last before She 
| House. It is to hove its income 
J iner-opced from £85.000' a year to 

£250.000: and to hpve really valu- 
j able powers, including powers of 

compulsion, with a million dollars a 
, year ih cash for urn tenanted Vand.
; wtvirt1 ought to enable them to

change the face of the Congested 
Districts of Ireland, and check the 
flow of emigration. N-o scheme so 

I courageous and extensive has ever 
: been put forward before to deni 

with the question. This Land Bill 
! has sometimes been spoken of in Ire­
land as if it were a “deadly blow 
aimed at land Purchase.” and as 
if it were a patriotic duty to re­
ject it. at once. How it is possible 
for men of any popular sympathy to 
assume such an attitude towards n 
measure containing such a boor, for 
the poorest of t he ivople is a mys­
tery. The Bill has its faults: and 
every effort must lx* made to re­
move them, but taking it all around 
it is impossible not to recognize that, 
the Irish Party is right in its un­
animous decision to vote for the se­
cond reading, ar.d devote themselves 
to the work of well-considered 
amendment in committee.

Retirement cf Irish Chivalry.
Abbe TrOle. Nationalist Members Protest Against 

Treatment of Suffragettes.
Genial Paster Relinquishes Post j --------

Through Failing Health. Revolting They Say,

Most Popular Among English Speaking
People.

With deep regret has the news 
comic of the retirement of Rev. Abbe 
Troie, S.S., past or of Not re Dame.

Narcisse A niable Troie was born 
on April 3, 1813, and ordained to 
the priesthood on .lime 6. 1868.
For a time he was on the profes­
sorial staff of the Montreal College 

I and later occupied the chair of dog- 
j ma-tic theology at the Grand Semi- 
! nary. While there In* endeared him­

self to the Ames'ictVn students, who 
now having porteront t ) their life 
work, are numbered among his 
staunchest friends and fond memo­
ries are iv/Urim*d of him. y II 1 hmugh 
the New/ England St ait es. From the 
Grand Kim inn ry he was transferred i 
to Sfy...JamV-s’ t^rttroh. where he act- ; 
(Hi as curate, mwl on the removal of 
Father Degliire to become pastor of 
Notre Dame in 1889. he Was

REV. N. A. TRolE.

our national feast
T arm happy to be able to sav to­

night, that though' our expenses 
nearly reached the sum of $900, the 
poeietv will not have any deficit 1- 
make up this year.

IMMIGRATION WORK.

In connection with our Immigra­
tion work, we have, as usual, done 
our best to assist financially those 
who have asked for help. No appli­
cant was refused assistance who was 
entitled to receive it from the so­
ciety. During this year we remem­
ber only one applicant of Irish birth 
—and the assistance he received was 
returned laten-the others were Eng­
lish, and Scotch, Newfoundlanders 
and Ntova Scotians of Irish descent. 
In this special work wti have had 
the assistance of the Dominion Im­
migration Agent, Mr. Jno. Hoola- 
han, and we deeply appreciate his 
kindness to our fellow countrymen 
in the securing to them good posi­
tions and the extending of much 
necessary assistance.

The Catholic Sailors’ Club was 
not as successful as in former years 
—though our members responded 
cheerfully.

I am pleased to say that one of 
our members gave a donation of 
twenty-five dollars, which he wish­
ed to be used in part to Pay the ex­
penses of Cardinal Logue’s visit.

Our good friend. Mr. Chas. Byrd,

horted the men to prove by tfc 
lives that they were true sons of 1 
Island of Saints.

by another of an equal amount.
Tn the month of December, wo re­

ceived a letter from the S. Carstev 
estate, notifying the Treasurer of 
this society that the late S. Carsley 
made a bequest of five hundred dol­
lars, which, sum would be forwarded 
in due time. Acknowledgments of 
thanks were forwarded on behalf of 
this Society.

During the year Some eight meet­
ings were held which were fairly 
attended by officers and members.

WORK OF THE SOCIETY.

It was the intention of the exe­
cutive to have a capitulation made j 
of moneys disbursed covering the 
years from 1680 to 1909—but we 
were unable to secure sufficient time 
to do so This information would 
show large sums paid from the trea­
sury of this Society for religious, 
charitable end national purposes- 
and explain much that is at present 
unknown of the great work of the 
Society in the past.

An effort was made in February 
to ascertain names of the various 
presidents of this Society—from re­
organization up to the present day. 
Some of the records of the 
were loot by the fire in Nordbeim- 
er’s Hell. Through the courtesy of 
Judge Curran, Mr. Bernard Tansey. 
and the assistance of Mr. B. Wall, 
who spent some time looking up the 
city directory, we have now a com­
plete record of our presidents.

At our last dinner the Hon. Mr. 
nrphy made a speech that con-

■

tained much that was interesting to 
the members of this society—he was ( 
followed by the President of St. j 
John Baptiste Society who spoke in ! 
glowing terms of the work done by | 
Irish citizens, members of this so­
ciety in the early days- Would it 
not he wise on our part to appoint 
a committee of research, who would 
compile a history of this society for 
the benefit of our members and of 
our people in Montreal?'

SOCIETY’S INVESTMENTS.

In March of 1893 the Society 
received a bequest from the McCrea­
dy Estate of two thousand dollars— 
this, with $4-3.39 interest added, 
formed our first real fund of $2043- 
39. Through the foresight of the 
Hon Jas. McShane, our president of 
that date, much of this money was 
invested in Street Railway stock, 
with the result that with this money- 
tied up—votes of money for the funds 
were not of constant occurrence. 
This stock has increased slowly but 
surely, and the society is accumulat­
ing a fund which, if used with judg­
ment, will later place it in a posi­
tion to do much good, by simply 
using the dividends. From time to 
time new stock will be placed on the 
market, and we will be able to in­
crease our holdings. We have more 
than doubled the value of the stock 
within the sixteen years; possibly 
within the next dfeoade we may have 
a value of ten thousand. Can wc 
be too careful in thus guarding OUr 
funds?

I would also mention that the bed 
in the Home for Incurables is now

named pastor of StJames, which 
! position he held until the d«ath of 
I Father Dvguiiv, when he was np- 
; pointed to replace him. He is chair- 
1 man of the board <>f chuîchwiirdrens 
! df Notre Dame, Hie mos-t ituf-ort-tm-L- 
! hoard in the Iknirinten, he «Iso im:- 
j cupies a mu t on the board of.gov- 
; erbors of Laval Dniversity.
I Of Fa tlx* r 'Proie it may truly be 
; said ho is u man among ‘men. and 
! his friends, who are legion, *uv 
I that the secret of his popularity 

lies in his distinctive pr+estii-nes* 
j and his courteous, polished manner, 
i The many notable personages who 
j have visited ,historic old Not re

Dame have been charmed by the 
j warm reception ncoor<kxl them* by 

the genial part or. lie is an excvl- 
! lent financier and a very wise and 

abb* aJm'inistrivtur. and almost his 
; proudest ambition has ls*en to keep 
1 up to a very high standard the 

pulpit of No>tre liante by securing 
: the most renowned preachers. Fa- | 

ther Troie has . scores of friends 
among our English-speaking peo­
ple who eiijoy his spiritual direc­
tion. It is in this work that his 
chief characteristics, prudence and 
kindness, are most eminent. An 
able professor, large hearted to a 
fault, possessed of ability, tact, gen­
tleness, a humble, devoted priest 
and exemplary member of the order j 
of St. Sul pice, sum up the character 
of Father Troie, who has been fore- ; 
ed «t,o relinquish the i/nportant posi­
tion he has held so long ami which 
he has so ably filled.

That Father Troie may be restor­
ed to health and enabled to ‘con­
tinue for many years his Christ like 
wrork of zeal for souls is our sin­
cere* wish and which we are confident 
is re-echoed in the hearts of his 
numerous friends.

for the second time occupied.
Much of the success of the past 

year was due to the untiring energy 
of our worthy president, Mr. W. P. 
Kearney. Our interests were ever 
in bis thoughts. Sincerely do we 
thank him for the good work which 
he has done for the past years. We 
wish him ( and we know we are 
joined in this wish by every mem- j 
her) a most pleasant and successful
tnP THE NEW OFFICERS.

The election of officers followed 
and resulted as follows, the various 
positions being filled by unanimous 
selection:

Chaplain—Rev. Gerald McShane.
President—H. J. Kavanagh. K.C.
First Vice-Prcsidentr-J. Cyrille

Welsh’.
Secq-nd Vice-President.—W. G. Ken­

nedy. L.D.S.
Treasurer—W. F. Duraek.
Corresponding Secretory — T. C. 

Berminghom.
F.x'ordin-r Secretary—T. P- Tansev.
Assisttn-nt Recording Secretary—M. 

F. Tansey.
Marshal—P. CamobeU.
Acnifutant. M**»s4ral—V. Cr>nnnll.v.
Committee—Messrs. B. Wall, Thos.

An Irishman’s voice was raised in 
the British House of Commons to 
protest against* the .treatment ac­
corded in prisons to women arrested 
in England in connection with the 
suffragette movement. After Mr.
MacNvill, M.P., for Donegal, had

1> re tested against the treatment, of 
these women prisoners, contending 
that they should be treated as poli­
tical prisoners. Mr. Dillon arose and 
said that the manner in which these 
women were treated was a positive 
disgrace. He spoke aiart from any 
sympathy with their views, and 
simply as n question of treatment of 
political prisoners. He did not, 
think political jirisoners would be 
treated in any civilized country as 
they were in England to-d«y ( hear, 
hear). Nothing would do more to 
spread the Suffragette movement 
than the scandalous way in which 
there women had Ixen treated. It 
had lxx*n objected that the protest 
against their treatment had been 
raised because of their social posi­
tion. but nobody ever thought of 
that. Many of the ladies who had 
suffered had b<v*n working women 
(hear. hear). The <l«*sin- was that 
th.'.v should all be treated exactly 
.•il k»'. The protest was raised sole­
ly because of their motives. These 

_ breaches of the law which they had 
committed Imd in no way disgraced 
’ ••'•m* -They acted from political mo­
tives,. nnd offences committed from 
tlu.se motives ought to be treated 
differently from ordinary crimes. Did 

*a nV member of the House think for 
a moment that the offences commit­
ted by these women cast any social 
' igma upon them? Were they 

thought any worse of wlien they 
» »me out of prison among their 
ft ii’iiils or amongst., t he society in 
which 'they mixed? They wore not. 
«b t lie contrary, they were honored.

I'ARTKTJl.All.S REVOLTING.

No doubt it might lx* necessary to 
si.'b.ieet them to some punishment for 
breaches of the law. hut it ought 
not to Iiv hutmibating and degrad­
ing l i>-al"meiTt (hear. hear). Some 
of the particulars alluded to were 
positively revolting. Nothing could 
l.(* more, horrible than the idea of 
taking these women into a jirison 
and stripping them and clothing 
t lu*m in prison garb Tlie question 
was raised in Ireland (hear, hear).
11<‘ had himself lx-on subjected to 

, it. and 'he /knew what it meant. Wh’en 
> hey raised! the quest ion in Ireland 

I they did s> by resisting this treat- 
ment. «md it was aliolished in Ire- 

I land. On investigation they found 
that 1h«* only ground for insisting 
upon prisoners wixvriiig prison 
clothes nnd ln*ing subject to the bath 
was the precaution of cleanliness. A 
large pno|>oiii m <xf ordinary per­
sons came in such a condition that 
these precautions were necessary as 
a sanitary safeguard, but to subject 
t h<‘s<* Women to such treatment was 
nothing short of1 an outrage, and 
could he done from no other motive 
than to insult and degrade them 
( hear, hear). He said such a, pro­
cedure was calculated to spread the 
Suffragette movement, to inflame- 
and to increase it (hear, hear) . Any­
body who bad studied the. history of 
this movement, or other movements, 
knew that when men or women 
broke the law for political reasons, 
nnd from a desire to have the law 
changed, that the only result of such 
treatment was to spreed their move­
ment Therefore, all those who ob­
jected to- the Suffragette movement 
ought, to be more eager than those 
who agreed with them to see a stop 
put to these measures. They knew 
that other -male prisoners in Eng­
land had been allowed to live in 
rooms furnished, nnd to entertain 
their friends, nnd in the early stages 
of this movement there was some 
consideration shown to these wo­
men . But that had been changed, 
and why? It was the general opi­
nion outside the House that tho­
rn ids of there Indies upon the House 
and upon members of the House had 
led to this treatment. It was dis­
honorable to the members of that 
House that, this treatment should 
be persisted in (hear, hear). He put 
it to the House that this vindictive 
course towards these women should 
not he continued. He appealed to 
the representatives of the Home Of­
fice in the House to give some un­
dertaking that the whole matter 
would he changed ( hear, hear) .
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