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| pirminghan, g, Bays:— o
he position of a Catholic minor-
a Protestant country like.
il always be a position of
difficulty end danger. Amongst the
 dangers arising out of this position
' there is owe againhst which we woujq
fopecially warn our faithful  lakty.

o refer'to the danger of their nd-!
‘to a grea¥er or less extent, ;

optings
the attitude which those amongst

whom they live assume in regard to
maintonance of their churches and
of the<clergy Who minister im them.
jt would be a fatal error i ‘the
priest should ever €ome to be re-
gorded like the ministers of other
‘denominations, im the light of a
galaried official; or the church he
b serves and the Tunds dhe administers
| us the property of the laity ; = they!
| are ecclesiastical property, and are!
subject omly to the supervisiom of

the Bishou, in whose name and by

whose authority the priest aots, nnd'
| 4o whom alome, updler God, te ‘is
pound to vender am acceunt -of hisg
stewardship. Tm comtributing %o tthe
guitable maintenance of the priest,
aid iin furnishing the mgterial means
b for carrying on the neoessary work
‘01 the mission, the laity - ‘should¥
[ pever forget that the momey they
thus supply they really give ®o God,
in the person af His minister, and
that henceforth it becomes a saered
thing, the ownership and adminis-
tration of which are vested ‘in ‘the
Church, and not in the original do-
nors or their represemtutives. More-
over, the laity should never alow
themselves to be tempted to imitate
t the example of those around them,
and withhold their offering or dim-
inish its just amoung, because tthey
I may happen to disapprove of the
manner in which it is administered,
or-of the priest who administers it.
b Their duty to support the pastor
who is placed over them and the
mission in which they reside isinde-
pendent of and superior to all such
considerations, and is imposed upon |
them by the very law of mature and
by divine positive enactment.
. 4 »
'We have observed, however, :that
| of late there has grown up a iten-
dency in certain quarters to discuss
theilayman’s position in the Church,
andito encourage hiln to

- . L -

ary. 1t is against the encroach-
" ‘ments of this uneatholic spirit that
we would warn you. We welcome,
| and are grateful for, the valuable
assistance rendered by so many = of
our Jaity who, at the invitation  of
the clergv, give to.thé Church the
benefit of their business talents and
experience, and place at her disposal
{ %0 mush of their time and 'energy;
b but we know that it would not tend
1o their own peace of mind, noe to
| the advancement of the sacred cavse ”
they have at heart, if they = should
f be led to regard themselves in other
 light than  that of co-operators,
- Working with, and in subordination
- 10, and under the.direction of. their
| Pastors.  In  the various  secks
- around you this may not be regard-
. ¢ as o sufficiently honorable posi-
 tion for educated andy wealthy lay-
| men to ocoupy, but - in. the Catho-

qourse of bis “Advent, pastoral letter
(he Right Rew Dr. Isley, Bishop of {

intrude )
even into the domain of the sanctu- |

| we;surely shall practice it in eweny-

the tter’ it ‘'would be for
stronger would be . their

d the greater would be
¢ mm they would attain in
| évery undeftaking which they had
in vand. kK iy

The history of the Benevolent So-
ciety, although its records were not
very voluminous, was stil very dn-
'ﬁrelﬂng. 1t was founded in 1761,
:and thét was a period when to be a
Cathokic was to be a criminal, when
for a'priest to say Mass was a capi-
‘tdl dffence, and when a Catholic-sent
a ¢hild to a Catholic school it was
a capital offence which might entail
forfeiture of all ho possessed. It
was a good thing if the society
‘coupled them up and limited “them
with callers of old days—those who
'lived before the establishment df the
Kierarchy, before Catholic -emancipa-
'fion in those old days 'wWhen priests
and laity struggled and fought for
their religion, and it was a matter
of satisfaction to them -‘that "they
were now carrying on a work which
was begun in those old days 'by the
*Heroes’* who kept alive ‘the light
of faith.

There were two forms of benevo-
lence in particular which were'to be
commended. One was the assistance
of children—the children of poor
Catholic parénts—in their edwca-
tion, so that they would be prepar-
- ed to succeed as far as possible in
the battle of life. He was glad to
see a spirit arising—it was a resur-
rection, a renewal—of the ' spirit
which was common in ‘the old days
of rising to the importance of doing
Something for the education of Cath-
olic boys in the higher schools in
‘the way ol establishing exhibitions
and scholarships, so that thegy boys
of parents who were mot overbur-
) dened with the goods of this werld
_'might have an opportunity of con-
‘;t\‘nuimz their education *to properly
i equip them for their battle in life.

L THE ONLY SHCURITY. —As we
Took back some three decades to the
':day of our First Communion we are
i decply impressed with ‘the force of
P the following remarks which recemt-
hy fell from the Hps of that great
' American prolate Arehbishop Ire-
tln-nd, because upon that day we re-
| odived the pledge-card of-total ab-
| stinence from the hahds of a saintly
" and” noble priest who has gone to
[ his reward. Mgr. Irelandssaid :
Avoid, as you advance dn years,
the special temptations ‘that come
‘:to young men. I am not going ' to
Emention all of them, only:one — in-
temperance. As you go through the
t world amd watch your fellow-men,
| vou find the majority of adlures in .
life due ¢o intemperance. This vice |
f of intemperance attacks the weak
and . the strong, the educated and
the ignorvant. Tt is the generous,
open-hearted men that are she most
exposcd to this terrible cusse. De-
termine, then, to avoid that:tempt-
ation. T 'would advise every young
man to go forth armed = with
the pledge of total agstimence. A
man is absolutely secure with it;
without it there is danger. ¥t 48 all
very well for a young man to w€ay ¢
I will take only one glass,” but
Will he stop at one? Pledge totsl ab-
.stirence; for there isin #t. disci-
piine, and discipline makes wharac-
‘ter. The underlying principle = of
«haracter is self-control. If We prac-
tice this self-control on ome :point,

4 cannot spell as well as the child)

soclated with the picture in the
pﬂ’g\mind. I insist that the gradu-
ntea “of our publi¢ schools to-day

of one or two gencrations ago. I
want you to go back to the good.
old system of analytical spelling."'l

Rufus M. Hitch said : ‘“There are
two classes of spellers— the tolera~
ble and intolerable. Does it pay to
be a ‘tolerable speller? T think it}
ddg.s. My wish is that the spelling
of ‘our picturesque English may
never be lost. Can we teach chil-
dren to spell by symbols? Yes, " if
they are deaf and dumb, If not, no."”

W. E. Watt said : ‘““The word me-
thod of teaching apelling is not be-

e ————

PRICE FIVE CENTS

.Thet pupils in my school are
llers, and will, I Dbelieve,
g}e favorably. rwith any chil-
he opponents of spelling re-
formn have put up men of straw here
to-day and thrashed them. They
have based many of their arguments
on conditions which do not exist,’”’
il :

E. 0, Vail said : “‘Spelling 18 not
an index to ability, as Mr. Thomp-
son has sald. Ile said'bhe is by na-~
tre an incorrigibly bad spellsr, but
We all know he hus been successful
in. the  profcssion he adopted. He
tells us that had spelling is a.  sure
sigh of a slip-shod education,  al-
though his.ewn' experience disproves
the truth of the assertion.’”

GREAT CHANGES

IN TRELA

‘3

ND numya FIFTY YEARS.

Fifty-three years ago an Jrish
stripling bade adieu to his parépts
in the brisk little masket town of
Graigue, county Kilkenny, and join-
ed the nameless thousands of F¥rish
youths who were flocking to Amer-
ica. Fe came to Rochester, N. X
and after many vicissitudes which
were common to the experiemces of
immigrants in a strange land, he
finally found himself settled in.a
comfortable coal business. He found
a wife in the new land also, and in
course of timne sens and daughters
were born to him, but threugh the
years he kept as fresh and green in
his mind as the 'sod of the Emerald
Isle the memory of the home  and
dear ones he had left behind.

Thus it came to pass 'that one
bright wmorning last ‘September,
Martin Barron of this city, says the
Rochester (N.Y.) “‘Post-Express,’”
found himsel agaim in the litt]
market town of his youth, with §ix
short weeks before him: in which to
visit his surviving rdlatives and re-
new the acquaintance df such old
friends as were léft.

Mr. Barrom is a cultured man — a

fine type of the ““rale ould Irish gen-
tlemam.”” To a lfelong love for and
familiarity with books, he adds a |
remarkably keem faculty for observ- |
ation and a happy manner of nar- ;
rating the results of his observa~
tions. A “‘Post-Express’’ reporter |
found him one morming sitting in '
his business office, ‘surrounded with }
the evidences of his literary tastes |
in the choice collection of volumes |
which he keeps always near his |
hand. Ile appeared delighted to
talk about his reeent visit, and
said :
“When T left the old country my
father and mother, -one sister and |
four brothers were living., When 1
weut back unannouncsd last fall, T
found only my sister alive, but in
the interval of half a century which
had elapsed, I discovered that T had
acquired five nicoes, six nephews and
more than 200 cousins. Fully one-
fourth of the population of Graigiue
is related to me either by firet or
second tics of bfood.

“The country was the Bame, only

more beautiful than: ever. Nowhere
else in the world cam~there be grass
and foliage so green; but alas, it all
comes from the rain which is, as of
old, Ireland’s great climatic draw-
back. T spent sixteen days in my
old home and it rained on fifteen of
those. The country roads, however,
were delightful—just about as good,
iin fact, as our asphalt streets.
‘“‘Great changes, of course, had
wome over the country in my ab-
#ence. Magnificent railroads now
span the land in every direction and
more are constantly building. Let
me tell you, too, that there are no
grade crossings in Ireland. The
roads either run under the tracks
or over them. Fine vessels, too, na-
vigate the rivers, and.one of the
pleasantest. experiences of my trip
was the ride I took up the river
Basmrow.
“Great changes have . come to the
peoptie also. As a rule T'found them
‘better housed, bdtter ¢lothed and
fed, much better educated and more
co! tably fixed in. every way than
I had.ever known them. The just
and Rberal '

of recent

ar. symbol method to be
2 'd in favor of an

the old-fi

o,

§
jleged " to confiscaie for a laborer's

cottage an acre of land anywhere he

sees Hit. Upon these plots, which
are giyen the poor jaborers to till,
comfortabls houses of stone . are

built, Sanitary and wholesome.

“L found also that the furms held
by ‘tenants have fiairly doubled in
8ize sifice 1 lived there. Some peo-
ple even have returned from Amer-
ica and have taken up farms, at-
tracted by the Wigh price which is
paid for pork used in making Irish
bacon, which is greatly in demand,
though why it should be eonsidered
superior to American bacon I can-
mot understand. When I wasin the
€ountry live hops were bringing 124
cents a pound.

“Mhe saddening thing about the
country, hoewever, is its abscnce of
yowng men. They are all gone, and
Bo omne is et to carry om business
exoept the Wid men, the young wo-
men and boys. I saw hundreds of
bandsome, intelligent, well educated
young- women doing all the light
work about the farms, in addition
to their inevitable houschold duties.
It is & cryel burden, almost immo-
xal, ‘I should say. The women do the
great bulk of the business of the

country. They buy and market the
live stock, superintend the putting
in of crops, manage the dairies and
their products, attend to the work |
of wool-gii hering end sclling, and
even tra ¢t the legal business that
pertains 1t the renting of their
property. the towns ore finds k
them in charge of the shops, and

are

nearly all the hotcls managed
by them. Very good hote's tl ey are,
too, as I can testify.

““The trouble is that since manu-
facturing ‘has been driven out of the
country by the rigporous English

laws, the business of agriculture is
not sufficient to support the popula-
tion, and so the young men have
been foreed to scek their fortunes

elsewhere. When 1 left the country in
1846, Tréland had a population of
8.500,000. To-day her population is
only 5,000,000, The crying need of
the hour s for at least a sufficient
measure of Home Rule to eoable her
to develop manufacturing industrics
and retain her population. The fin-
est water power in the world is go-
ing to waste along her rivers.”’

Very pathetic, yet mingled with a
strain of inevitable Irisk humor,
were the .experiences of Mr. Barron
when he went about to make him-
self known to his relatives and old
friends.

““When 1 reached Graigue,”” said
he, ’1 did mot go to any of my re-
latives at once, but took up my
quarters in a comfortable hotel. 1
then sauntered out and ‘began in-
vestigating the gigns over tie shops
Grajgue is one of the busicst litile
towns I hawe ever scen, and it has
two long, principal business strects.
The names over the shop doo
were, in the main, the oncs 1 had
been familiar with in my boyhood,
but I found, wupon investigation,
that the establishments were being
conducted by the children and grand-
children of the people I had once
known. Nearly every gencration has
remained in the town. Finally, I
turned into the shop of a man nam-
ed Moylan, who had gone to school
with me sixty years ago.’’

Mr. Barron’s account of his recog-
nition by his old friend, after a se-
ries of intimate questions; the out-

burst of hospitality which would jn-
sist on his visiting Mr. Moylan and
his family for “‘at least a month: ’
the pressing invitation at once to

“have a drop of something and

stay to dinner,” were all touchingly
Mlustrative of the aflectionate and
emotional
Irish people,

characteristics of  the

1t T had drunk of all the botiles’

‘of spivits that made their inevitable
appearance = every where

I went,””

¢ M<| laughed Mr. Barion, ‘‘er if T had ae-

cepted all the invitations to ‘stay a

nth with us,” that  wére pressed
1 I would have been in a
ronic inebriety during my
- and, in fact, should
ten baek here at all,

the pathetic narra-
on's

visit  to his

give the Commonwealth the support
‘of his evangelical ministry;

none of our folks ever wore a beard |
such as this gentleman wears. No, |
ye'll not get me to believe that this
is Martie.”

It took a long time to persuade

cism could hold out no longer when,
once within the coscy farm house of
bis boyhood, Mr. Barron showed her
a picture of his wife, the mate to
which his sister possessed; and also
presented to hier a fine silk wbrel-
la, the gift of her nephew in Amer-

ica, Dr. Willian M. Berron Then
the old lady’s hysterical joy, ex-
pressed half in laughter, half in
tears, broke forth in all the vehe
mence of her Irish nature,

During the two weeks that fol-

lowed, Mr. Barron set out most sys
tematically to gather what informao-

tion he could concerning the con-
dition of the country and the his
tory of his old friends and neigh
bors.

“T hired a jaunting oar,”’ said he

““and spent seven days in trave'ling
out as many different country roads.
I gave instructions to my driver to
stop every man, woman and child we
met on the road, while I had a bhit
of a talk with them. I drove up to
the farmhouses, too, and talked
with the folks there, besides callipg
on all pricsts in the neighborhood
I also called on a Mr. Birchall, the
local magistrate, with whom 1 had
had some correspondence in this
country in the matter of scttling up
the estate of Irish immigrants who
had died here. He was the fifth gen-

J

eration of his fam who had held
the office of mag ate. We had a
fine visit together.

“T alse visited the markets and

the fairs, tualking with everybody
that T could, and in this manner 1
think T am safe in saying that I

picked up more irformation about
tre country and fits people in the
few ‘duys T was thus engaged, than
a person coutd ordinarily pick up in
two years. T some of the farmers
1 called on were mot at home, 1 left
word for them ‘to come to town and
dinner  with me, and in this
way I nsually hml two peojle at tn-
ble with me, and on one occasion as
many as six.”’

The FEnghish, Mr. Barron thinks,
are beginning ‘to realize the mistake
they have made in diseouraging
manufacturing  industries in  Ire-
land, and he bhédlieves o reactionary
sentiment is setting in that angurs
well for the futume of the country.

‘take

ROME A¥D 'THE UNITED STATES.

Irom
of ‘Innomminata,” the Romancorr(s-
pondent of the York “‘Sun,”’
take the following extraet

this wedk’'s correspondence

Xew
We
The Hely IFathor has taken an im-
portant docision regards the
management of rdligious affairs in
the United States; it is that of ap-
pointing in Mgr. Chapelle’'s place
Mgr. Sbaretti, Archbishop of Tlav-
apa. The actiom of the former Apcs-
molic Delegate to the Philippincs
was merely a timid prelude, the de
gisive work begins with the new
presentative of Rome.

Formerly a “minutamte’’ or precis
writer at the Propaganda, then first
auditor of the Apostolie Dele

re-

greeted with greatest favor and ap-
plause. The French people alone
showed equal sympathy. The Ger-
man newspapers expressed their old
dislike for American imperialism.

the old lady that time might have THe statesmen and theorists of Ger- .
made such changes in ‘‘Martie’’ as | many fear the coming of the new
it had in herself, but her skepti- | American hegemony in the world.

The United States, with their com-
pact territory, their economic seli-
sufficiency, and their excess of vital-
ity scem to be the new power, the
new civilization that will prevail.

The School Question
In New York.

In the last i8sué of the Chicago
“inter-Ocean,’”’ Col. Alex. K. Mec-
Clure tells the story of W. H. Se-
ward’s political battles, and frons

that s! of the American state-

man’s career we take the following

etch

significant extracts :(—

“It was Seward’s attitude on the
school question when Governer of
New York that made his election im-

possible in 1860, He was a man of
liberal ideas and positive convic-
tions, and when ke was nominated
for Governor in 1838 he was given
important support by the quiet ef-
ferts  of Archbishop John Iughes,
then the ablest prelate of the Cath-
olic Church of America. The ques-
tion has been superficially discuss-
ed, and I think it due to the truth

of history to present the actual po-
litical condition that confronted the
Republican at Chicago
1860 by giving Seward’'s own utter

leaders in

ances on the school question. In his
annual message to the Legislature,
Jan. 7, 1840, he said :

‘““T'he children of foreigners, found

in great numbers in our
citios and towns and in the vicinity

poprivus

of our public works, are too often
deprived of the advantages of our
system of public education in con-

sequence of prejudice arising from a
difference of language or religion. It
ought to forgotten that
the public welfare is as deeply con-
cerned in their education as in that

never be

of our own children. 1 do not hesi-
taute, therefore, to recommend the
establishment of schools in  which

be instructed by tenchers
the same language with
and professing the same

they may
speaking
themselves
faith.”
Seward’'s mes
was

q;

ze on the subject
e, reviewing the
whole question of educating the chil-
dren of the State with great earn-
estness and force. In the
sage he said that the issue was
“‘whether parents have a right to be
heard concerning the instruetion and
instructors of  their children, and
Ltuxpayers in relation to the exypend
iture of public funds: whether
Republican Covernment it is neces-
sary to interpose an independent
corporation between thoe renple and
the schoolmaster, and whether it s

very elaborg

same mes

in a

Wise and just to disfranchise an en=
tire community of all control over
public education rather than suffer

a part to be represented in propor-
tion to its numbers and contribu-
tions. Since such consideraticns are
now invglved what has hitherto
becn discussed as a question of be-
nevolence and of universal oducgs
tion has, hecome one..f feal civy

at Washington under Carding
Lolli and Mortine!li, latterly

bishop of Havana, Mgr Shbarctii,
who is an Ttalian by birty and
diplomat by profession, joins to
great culture experience of Ameri-
can aflairs. The choice is significant
and is one which both Chureh and
White House will find reason to ap-
prove. Through his tact and activ-
ity the political-veclesiastical af-
fairs in the Philippines will assume
a liquid form to harden later into a

a

rvights, r ous tolerance, and 1i-
berty af conscience.”’

This proposition from Governor
Seward to divide the school fund of
New York aroused very fierce and
bitter disc ussion, und made him
very narrowly escape defeat for re-
eldction in the great Harrison sweep
of 1840. But for the overwhelming
tidal wave against Van Buren that
intensificd the contest in Van Du-
ren's own state, Seward would cor-
tainly have been defeated; but he-
was re-elected by a majority of 5,

granite mass on which wil be built
indestructibly the new American
rule. At the moment of the climac-
teric, when the insular problem was
most prominent, Ieo XIII. sent an
urgent summons to Cardinal Gib-
bons and Mgr, Chapelle to go to
Rome. The extraordinary ecall show-
ed clearly his firm desire to co-oper-
ate with vigor and sympathy for
the solution of undccided questions.
Some groups tried vainly to
fere with the wise conduct of the
pontifical diplomacy on the pretext

faultless policy of the Roman Pon-
tificate. To make moral forces nid
in strengthening patriotic unity; to

i
i

Lo unite.
€O
and not to ”;:
high function tha
Cathelie’sm, abo

and not to divide; to
; th

school question
earnest purpose to divide the schoold
fund of the state
olics and the Protestants. He said :

upheld . the

offetice ought not to be continned by
‘authorii
have,

285. Some time after Seward's re-
election in 1840 Archbishop Hughes
addressed a letter of congratulation
to him, to which Seward replisd
May 18, 1841, and made the letter
publie, elaborately reviewing  the
and reiterating his

between the Cath-

“I know thut truth will ultimate-

futer- | ly become acceptable, and so in re-
gard to the present state of
school question I am desirous that

the

of better preserving the rights of the real intercs
the Church! but Leo XIIIL. has never | the quest.iot: :ht:z?l:i ‘;‘:.En‘::(::l.lc!.! ii':.
ca,re.d to listen to such centrifugal ! were true, as some contend, that
advice nor to eroate petty annoy- } none but Catholic children are neg-
ances for the conquest. lected I would nevertheless main=
Rrom the height of his guthority | tain that the Catholic childeen
and of his genius the Holy Father | ought to be educated. If it be true
maintains on every fronmtier she | that none but Catholics complain, ¥

. the Catholics in complain-
ng, 1t  Catholics only are offended
n conscience I maintain that that

of law. Many Protestants
'g’en oﬂoggql, because they:
red that, by obtaining equal
cation for their
‘might ‘acquire




