WATCHING FOR SANTA CLAUS.

He'll be coming down  the chimney
Our Christmas gifts to .

And we’ll sit up and watch him
And catch the Christmas king!

Wil' he be big and bearded
©Or shy and sweet a.nd‘mild?
Is he really old St. Nicholas,
Or another. little child?

We'll know when we have seen him
For we'll never fall asleep,

But sitting round the hearthstone
Our night watching we'll keep.

Sea the long and funny shadows
Of the stockings on thev wall !

1 didn’t know that andirons
Could ever grow so tall.

So Nellie leaned on Bobby,
And Tot bent all in a heap,
And Tom was lying on the floor,
And they all were—sound asleep.

S0 down the chimney came Santy
With his bag on his back

And guietly put his presents

Into each child’'s little sack.

fThen old Santy quickly mounted

The chimney and was soon out of
sight . :

But before departing. he shouted :

“‘Happy Xmas to all, and to all good
night.””

A XMAS SUG(‘-);“TION."— Chris_t—
mas is a time when unselfishness is
on the throne, and the pleasure and
happiness of others is predominant.
“This is rightly so, for the day cele-
pbrates the birth of Him who came
mot to be ministered unto but  to
and this spirit seemingly

minister; 1
controls the action of all, for this
ijs a season of gifts. The young
should select presents that will

prove valuable as the years go by.

CHRISTMAS JOYS.—Our C(.l.tholic
boys and girls should share in the
g‘r(.‘ntest of all joys on Christmas
Day. that of a spiritual joy. 'I‘l?ey
sh(:mld go to confession and recc{\'e
Holy Communion, and thus worthily
celebrate this great feast.

“May Baby Sethlehem from the
skies to us anew ‘'be born,
Another Christmas, to repeat, the

former hallow’d morn
“*Self put for sin’’ remembering that,
we scourge all cant away,
Salvation only thus can come to me
on Christinas Day.’”

THE VACATION.—The Christmas
vacation is again with us and dan-
ger lurks in.many places for. some
of our young folks. Have you for-
gotten the summer vacation when
over one hundred Yyoung persons
found a watery grave? You should
beware lest you find death ’'neath
the icy cold waters of the noble St.
other river,

Lawrence, or some ca-
mal, or stream. Keep away from
adangerous sports when you are

skating, and follow the old maxim :
“Look before you leap.”

TRULY USEFUL.— Hvery young
person’s first purpose should be. to
become truly useful and really help-
ful. He should not only be good but
good for something. What a grand
thing it is to hear a parent say of a
child : ““Oh! be's a treasure in  the

home, he’'s useful on every occasion.’’
Willing hands and willing hearts are
wanted the world over. Be useful
boys and girls in your youth; and
you'll be laying a splid foundation
"to build a noblé monument in after
years that the storms of time can-
mot destroy. P
E——

A HOT CHRISTMAS.—To most of
us, Christmas means cold weather,
to say the least, and a typical one
means snow and ice and ‘‘all things
nice’”’ that winter weather brings.

An English writer says: ““1I have
spent Christmas under varied cir-
cumstances : on shipboard in the
North Atlantic in a gale of wind; in
1he tropical ocean in a calm) with
the rain falling in torrents; in the
backwoods of Canada, with snow
for my bed, while the thermometer
registered 69 degrecs Fahrenheit be-
jow the freezing point; without food
of any kind except salt pork, and
mot enough of even that;” and in
South America, almost eaten up by
mosquitoes.”” His South American ex-
perience he thus describes :—

““After bathing we returned to
breakfast, and as the sun mounted
higher, and poured down his scorch-
ing rays upon us till the mercury
stood at 104 degrees Fahrenheit in
the shade, we were glad enough to
seek shelter from the fierce heat in
whatever nook or corner we could
find.

‘* There was no appearance of
Christmas around us except the plum-
pudding, brought by a . provident
member of the staff all the way from
Fngland in a hat-case, to which we
endeavored to do justice ' when  the
cooler air of evening had set in, and
we, like so many wild animals of the
fo , emerged from the lairs in
which we had been hiding.

“*As we sat around that pudding,
sufféringiall the while agonies of tor-
ture from the attacks of innumerable
mosquitoes, we thought of our
Ariends far off, and wished them all
happv Christmas, spent under more
le circumstances than fel
lot that day. 5
) emies; I trust we for-

and were in peace and
charity with all_mankind,
“the insect world."” |

gantly attired young lawyer, smiling
gaily, ted from the vehicle, and
with the elasticity of youth ascended
the steps of the mansion, and was
ushered into the reception room.
‘The ladies present sarose to greet
him. ‘“Ah, it is our dear Neuborn,
the - darling of our little circle !
Whence come you? Probably from
the court,” they all cried with one
voice. ‘Have you been enwgved in an
interesting law suit?”’

‘“No," answered Neuborn — ‘‘ but
yes! I have. An old gan, seventy
years of age, has entered a suit
against his son, who is endeavoring
in a very unjust médnmer, to deprive
his father of six hundred florins
($240.00).””

‘“That son is perhaps in emtjarrass-
ed circumstances?’’ asked the count.

‘““On the contrary, he is as rich as
Croesus; but an ungrateful, hard-
hearted wretch. Alas! there are many
such people in the world!”’

“Fearful! terrible!"” ' they
claimed.

““If you had only seen this honest
father, the sight would have caused
your tears to flow, He has made
himself poor for his son, and this is
the only thanks he receives!’’

‘I admire this feeling of sympathy
in you, Neuborn,”’ said the minister,
‘it pleases me to see that the mis-
fortune of this poor father touches
your heart.”’

“Let us cease this unpleasant con-
versation,’’ interrupted the presi-
dent’s wife, ‘‘we have awaited your
arrival with impatience.””

At these words all present gather-
ed around the table to take part in
a game of cards. Neuborn was en-
throned in their midst as the hero
of the evening. In order to render
the game more enlivened, he took a
qunatity of gold from his purse and
laid it on the table before him, and
the game commenced. Scarcely had
they begun when a rough, disagree-
able voice was heard in the yard.
They listened. It was a blind man
who sang in a mournful tone a sad
ballad, and after each verse he re-
peated : ‘‘For the love of God give
an alms to a poor blind man.”’ His
song was so strange and so singu-
larly impressive that the listening
ladies could not conceal their as-

all ex-

‘ tonishment.
‘‘Ah, listen, count! it is astonish-
ing, it is original! that man must

be a singular appearance. Let him!
be called in. He must repeat his song
for us; it will, no doubt, make us
laugh to death.’”” In order to favor
the ladies the count commanded one
of his servants to call in the blind
minstrel. ‘The good old man came,
and as he could not see anything, he
was spared any confusion or embar-
rassment that his surroundings
might otherwise have occasioned
himn. With the aid of his old fiddle
he sang his romance and accompan-
ied the song with such singular con-
tortions of his features that the
ladies laughed outright. When he had
finished the count approached and
asked him in a friendly tone : “Good
old man, have you been blind
long?’’ =

‘“Not long, my dear, gracious lord!
I was rich once—I was happy—'’

‘““What was your station in life 2’
asked the count.

‘“The most noble and the most use-
ful,”’ he replied, ‘I was a farmer.’”’
‘“What has brought you down?’’
““A som, -a treacherous somn,’”’ said
the minstrel, ‘““whom I have loved,
and who now despises his old fa-
ther, after having made him a beg-

ro
‘“I'be monster! Has he
inquired the count.

“I have exhausted all my resources
for his benefit; the education which
I gave procured for him a money-
making busigess, besides powerful
friends, even mmong the nobility.”’

‘“And he ruined you?”’ asked the
count.

““This was not enough for him,’’
answered the poor beggar. ‘‘Wearied
of seeing me, and ashamed of my
misery, which is totally his work
but not ashamed of his crime, he
three years ago, caused me to be im-
prisoned; two years and six months
I languished in a poor-house, where
I lost my sight. O God, when I
think of it! care, misery, sickness ;
all this is constantly gnawing at my
life; the grave was my last, my only
hope, but even this place of rest was
denied me; for 1 recovered. Soon af-
ter I had to leave, because I could
not work, and the expenses for my
board and lodging, anlthough little,
were not paid. 1 became—a beggar;
but I omly go in the night to beg
my bread, for fear of being recogniz-
ed in daylight and again being im-
prisoned by my cruel son.”’ %

The old man was often interrupted
during his recital by sobs that al-
most choked his utterance. The
hearts of all present were touched ;
but Neuborn, who looked, by far,
more pale and concerned than - the
rest, appeared to fight with a mor~
tal anger. The count, noticing his
excitement, asked with great anxie-
ty :
‘Do vou not feel well, Neuborn?'
“Neubgrn!”’ exclaimed th
man. ‘““Yes it is he!’ : ]
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nam
““Ha! father,” at last cried Neu-

you 7 i
~He never finished his words, but.
enraged bevond description, hastencd

from the room Svhere he left every

wealth?'’ 4

diet is sufficiently

blind

y son, for this is his present |
e."”

born, full of deéspair —“how could |

strel was given a comfortable bed in
t.hepumofthecountx\ A
The following day the minsirel re-
lated the occurrence to the good and
just prince, who had compassion .on
the unfortunate father. ‘Soon the

cruel Neuborn, having been deprived
of his occupation, was eve here
ridiculed and put to shame. He fled

to a remote province to hide his dis-
grace; remorse of conscience followed
him, gnawed at his heart and short-
ened his life, which he had ' polluted
by the most shameful ingratitude.
Honor thy Father and thy Mother,
that thy days may be long in /the

Household

- Notes.
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DAILY PRAYERS. Parcents
should exercise the utmost .care in
seeing that their children say their
morning and evening prayers, says
an exchange. A ochild is very apt
after running about all day long to
forget his prayers atnight or to neg-
lect them in the morning in his hur-
ry to be up and doing. Neglect of
prayer is a very bad beginningwhich
ends “in indifferences and its kindred
evils and its results. A child who
omits his prayers is on the high-
road to the loss .of his religion, and
parents will be held responsible be-
fore God for any such loss, which
must of necessity proceed from their
own carelessness and want of faith.
The mother should see to it that'her
children should be carefully instruct-
ed in the importance of prayer and
its absolute mecessity for salvation.
A boy who omits his prayers once in
a while will soon do so habitually,
and one who does that will soon
lose whatever faith he ever had.

THE OLD REMEDY .— The recent
account in omne of the public prints
of an Italian doctor’s treatment of
a cold, which attacked a New York-
er travelling in Italy, solely with
pure cold water, a draught of it
taken at frequent intervals, recalls
the efficiency of the cold-water cure
prescribed in cases of asthma. It has
been alleged, and has been demon-
strated in more than one case, that
a wine glass of water taken with
absolute regularity every fifteen min-
utes during the waking hours will
control a serious asthmatic attack,
and, if persevered in at -every recur-
ring evidence of a further attack,
will fimally work a cure. The remedy
sounds simple, but it is, in fact, very
difficult to keep up, as a moment’s
reflection will show. The American
referred to in the account quoted
has remembered her Italian experi-
ence, and repeated it with , success
since her return to this country. At
the first intimation of a4 cold in her
own case or in that of any member
of her family, the cold-water treat-
ment is promptly begun, always
with excellent results.

CHILDREN’S FOOD.— A speaker
on food values for children recently
urged her hearers to take special
care that sufficient amount of fat
was provided in the diet of their
growing children. Too many mothers
think if a child eats heartily of a
breakfast cereal, gets a piece of
lean, rare steak or a chop with a
baked potato at noon, and a dish of
bread and milk at night, that his
rich. He still
needs fat, which can be got in pure
butter, rich cream, and the fat of
meat if he will eat it. Children out |
of infancy can be taught to like pure
olive oil, than which nothing is bet-
ter for them. Specialists in tubercu-
losis agree that want of fat in a
system is an /invitation to the germs
of this malady. This does not mean
accumulation’ of flesh necessarily, but
the absorption of a sufficient amount
of the special element which is to be

| fromn chemical analysis whether

yet there is . no

startling evidences = of grea

.growth @bove :the moi o
After special recommendations of
all sorts of fish, flesh and fowl —
particularly the fish— now ' comes
sage medical advice to eat apples,
and plenty of them, mnot only for
brain ‘material, but for the sake of
the well being of the entire system.

It is argued that the nervous sys-
tem is crying for phosphorus, and
that apples fill the want, to the

quieting of the nerves and feeding of
the brain. Then; to its credit, it is
said that a good ripe, raw apple is
completely digested ' in eighty-five
minutes. This is a saving of power
that favors longevity.

Besides being recommended as a
valuable and convenient food, and
one that should be placéd in the
reach of children—particularly the
first thing in the morning.

CLBEANLINESS — A, laby should
be bathed from head to foot every
morning. Undressed at night and
rubbed with the hand until it is in
a glow. Warm water should be used
at first, and the temperature gradu-
ally lowered until at six months it
delights in nearly cold water. No
sour smelling bib or garment should
be permitted to remain on a baby.
They are too sensitive to bad air to
have anything about them that is
not pure and sweet.

A young baby must have clean air
to breathe. Keep the room well ven-
tilated, and let in fresh air, but
provide enough heat in cool weather
to keep the thermometer at 68 de-
grees.

NOTES FOR THE PARMER.

Beef at $1.50 per pound live
weight, is the latest thing in Chi-
cago. According to an American
daily newspaper a steer which bears
the appropriate name of Advance
has been sold at the above figure.

He was bought in Chicago at the

close of the International Live Stock
Show, which closed there on Decem-
ber 8. There he was first in his
class, first in sweepstakes of all

ages, champion yearling of all
breeds and grand champion steer of
the show, all ages. He also won the
first. prize in his class and thg first
in sweepstakes in the Illinois State
Fair, held in Springfield in 1899. And
now he goes to the knife.

Advance is now one-year and ele-
ven months old, and is therefore still
classed as a yearling. He was bred
by Stanley R. Pierce, of Creston, Il1.,

who has given to the world many
prize winners.
The steer was purchased in Chi-

cago by Frederick Joseph, who paid
for him the sum of $2,045, which is
said to be the highest price ever giv
en<for a beef bulk. As Advance
weighs 1,415 pounds, this prime beef
is worth $1.50 a pound. He was
placed on exhibition yesterday after-
roon in the yards of Schwarzchild &
Sulzberger.

Mr. Joseph
later in the month he
hold a raffle over the animal, the
winner thereof to obtain five per
cent. of the proceeds of an auction
sale, at which the beast would be
sold to some enterprising bovine
headsman. The remaining ninety-five
per cent. would be devoted to some
charity.

Mr. Joseph will also invite the Am-
erican Museum of Natural History Lo
take charge of the hide and mount
it, as he thinks that-an animal of
such proportions should not be en-
tirely . given up to steaks and
roasts.

said yesterday that
intended to

At the Central Experimental Farm
at Ottawa, a large amount of work
has been done in the way of testing
sugar beets from all parts of the
country. A few days ago sawples
from Rethridge district in the
Northwest arrived and were found
to be satisfactory as regards purity
aml sugar bearing qualities; for the
beet. crop to prosper the season must
be of a high mean temperature with
a well distributed rain fall. Mani-
toba is a little north of the sugar
beet belt, but the crop prospers fair-
ly well along the boundary line.

Professor Frank T. Skutt, chemist
to the Dominion Experimental Farm,

psays regarding the prospects of the

manufacture of beet sugar in Can-
ada, that it eafinot be ascertained
or
not the industry could be carried on
with profit. The erection of a fac-
tory would cost between $500,000
and $800,000, and then in Oanada it
‘swwould be difficult to conipete with
the cheap labor which is employed in
_sugar manufacture in the south.
Some difficulty would also be expe-
rienced in getting a sufficient supply
‘of beets to keep the factory running
throughout the year. The cultiva-
tion of the sugar beet is different
from ordinary beet culture. It has
‘been found that beets yield a larger
tonnage per  acre when they are
‘sown with the r sufficiently = far

lapart to allow the beet to -grow

Jarge. This must not be permitted
‘n sugar-beef culture because a larg-
er amount of sugar is derived from

smaller beet. The rows must there-
fore be grown close and get

rious kinds all’ were sown . on ~the
same day and in as uniform a guals
ity of soil as possible. Careful mnotd

grain as to its progress In this
way a fair and reliable estimate of
the relative earliness of ripening  is
made, also many other points of in-
formation which appears in the an-
nual reports of ‘the Farm.

Many of the varicties' mentioned
have been produced on the HExperi-
mental Farm by cross-fertilizing and
hybridizing. This is one of the most
important branches of work carried
on.

Twenty-six. pigs were killed
week for the purpose of experiment
as to soft pork. These pigs have bwen
fed .during the past season on. pre-
scribed rations.

Many are of opinion that the
Farmers’' Institute meetings which
were held during the past few weeks
in Carleton and adjoining counties
would be better attended and ac-
complish more if deferred a cpuple of
months to a less busy season. Re-
ports from Prescott and Renfrew as
well as Carleton show: that the meet-
ings were not patronized as they
should have been, and many splendid
addresses containing valuable infor,
mation on agricultural topics were
heard by far too few. There is no
doubt a greater number could be
gathered during the time of slvighing
which is also the season when the
country people have most leisure.
The South Renfrew Farmers’ insti-
tute at a meeting held in midsummer
recommended to the superintendent
at Toronto an arrangement of hold-
ing later mneetings, but no alteration
has yet been made. Speaking at Ren-
frew . one of the delegates remarked
that there was a class of practical
farmers who ignored the efforts of
the institute to educate them, and
these would be much benefited by at-
tending, but they would have to be
reached by some other means.

How moisture may be best retain-
ed in the soil, which is also the sub-
ject of much study at the Central
Experimental Farm, was dealt with
carefully by Mr. Andrew Blliott, of
Galt, at some of these institute meet-
ings. Shallow cultivation will keep
the soil mellow, and it should be
carefully adhered to in the produc-
tion of corn. Rolling land has a ten-
dency to deprive it of moisture by
forming a crust on the top and pack-
ing the soil. These are some pieces
of ‘advice given by Mr. Galt, but
some farmers who heard were not
convinced the deep plowing was of
the most profitable method.

This is the season when farmers
and gardeners should ascertain the
best method of saving manure. Com-
mercial fertilizers are expensive and
consequently the product of the soil
should only be retained and fed at
home but care should be taken that
the nutrition of the manure is not
wasted. Floors of stables should be
water proof as the liquid manure is
of high fertilizing value. It is a bad
plan to deposit manure in an open
barn yard, exposed to rain falls,
which are sure to wash away valu-
able plant food.

Experiments have proven that over
50 per cent. of the fertilizing power
of manure is often lost through care-
less handling.

T a——

A PANIC AT A BANK.

We have had many sad illustration
of the results of ‘‘runs on banks,”’ in
Montreal. The ‘“New York Herald'’
thus describes some of the oOccur-
rences during one of these panics
which commenced last week in con-
nection with the Harlem ;Savings

Bank, One of the depositors, it says,
John Herman, acting for himself and
his mother proceeded to the bank,
and obtained the money under depo-
sit. His mother had $1,285 in the
bank and he had $500. He with-
drew both accounts. His own money
he placed in one coat pocket and his
mother’s in another. He then went
to an elevated road station. When
he bought his ticket he had the mo-
ney. As he was stepping on a train
he felt in the overcoat pocket, where
he had placed the momey belonging
to his mother, and found it gone.
Herman rushed wildly down to the
poliee station and reported his loss,
He said he did not know when the
money was taken or how, and could
not give the description of any one
who had been on the ‘L’ platform.
Detectives were placed on the case,
but there is very little hope of their
recovering the money. (
Captain ‘Dean, who has charge 'of
the police at the bank, has taken
precautions against occurrence  of
this kind, and all known thieves

productiveness and vigor of the va-

Y )
is taken during the growth of the.
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LADIES' AUXILIARY to the An-

cient Order of Hibernians, Division
No6. 1.——!Meets in Bt. Patrick's
Hall, 92 St, Alexander Street, oy
the first' Sunday, at 4 pm., ang
third Thursday, at 8 p.m., of each
month. President, Sarah Allen; Vice-
President, Statia Mack; Financia]
Secretary, Mary MocMahan; treasur-
er, Mary O'’Brien; Recording Secre-
tary, Lizzie Howlatt, 383 Welling-
ton street. = Application forms can
be had from members, or at the
hall before meetings.

A.0.H—DIVISION NO. 2.— Meets
in lower vestry of St. Gabriel New
Church- corner Centre and Raprairie
streets, on the 2nd and 4th Friday
of‘each month, at 8 p.m. President,
John Cavanagh, 885 St. Catherine
street ; Medical Adviser, Dr. Hugh
Lennon, 255 Centre’ street, tele-
phone  Main - 2289. . Recording-
Secretary, 'Thomas Donohue, 312
Hibernian  street, — to  whom
all communications should be ad-
dressed; Peter Doyle, Financial Se-
cretary ; E. J. Colfer, Treasurer.
Delegates to St. Patrick’s League :
—J J. Cavanagh, D. 8. McCarthy
and J. Cavanagh.

A.0.H.,, DIVISION NO. 3.— Meets
on the first and third Wednesday of
each month, at No. 18683 Notre
Dame street, near McGill. Officers:
Ald. D. Gallery, president ; T. Mc-
Carthy, vice-president; F. J. Devlin,
recording-secretary, 16385 Ontario
street ; John Hughes, financial-se-
cretary; L. Brophy, treasurer; M
Fennel, chairman of Standing Com-
mittee; marshal, M. Stafford.

A.0.H.—DIVISION No. 9.—Presi-
dent, Wm. J. Clarke, 208 St. An-
toine street ; Rec.-Secretary, .Jno

whom all communications should
be addressed) ; Fin.-Secretary, M
J. Dovle, 12 Mount St. Mary Ave.;

Treasurer, A. J. Hanley, 796 Pal
ace street ; Chairman of Standing
Committee, R. Diamond ; Sentinel,

M. Clarke; Marshal, J. Tivnan. Di-
vision: meets on the second and
fourth Wednesday of every month,
in the York Chambers, 2444a St.
Catherine street, at 8 p.m.

ST. ANN'S YOUNG MEN'S SOCIBTY
organized 1885.—Meets in its hall,
157 Ottawa street, on the first
Sunday of each month, at 2.80 p.m

Spiritual Adviser, Rev. E. Strubbe
C.SS.R.; President, D. J. O’Neill;
Secretary, J. Murray ; Delegates

to St. Patrick’s League: J. Whitty,
D. J. O’Neill and M. Casey.

ST. PATRICK'S T. A. & B. SOCIRTY
Meets on the second Sunday of
every month in St. Patrick’'s Hall,
92 St. Alexander street, immediate-
ly after Vespers. Committee of Man-
agement meets in same hall thefirst
Tuesday of every month, at 8 p.m.
Rev. Father McGrath, Rev. Presi-
dent: James J. Costigan, 1st' Viee-
President ; W. P. Doyle, Secretary,
220 St. Martin street.

C.M.B.A. OF CANADA, BRANCH %.
—(Organized, 138th November,
1883.)— Branch 26 meets at St.
Patrick’s Hall, 92 8t. Alexander
street, on every Monday of each
month. The regular meetings for
the transaction of 'business are held
on the 2nd and 4th Mondays eof
each month, at 8P, Applicants
for membership ,or any one desirous
of information regarding the Branch
may communicate with the follow-
ing = officers :— Jas. J. Costigan,
Prwident; P. J. McDonagh, Record-
ing” Becretary; Robt. Warren, Fin-
ancial Secretary ; Jas. H. Maiden,
Treasurer.

YOUNG IRISHMEN'S L. & B. AS-
SOCIATION, organized April, 1874.
Incorporated, Dec. 1875.—Rcgular
monthly meeting held in its hall,
19 Dupre st*eet, first Wednesday of
every month, at 8 eo’clock, p.m.
Committee of Management meets
every second and fourth Wednesday
of each month, President, Hugh
O’Connor; Secretary, Jas. 0'Lough-
lin. All communications to be ad-
dressed to the Hall. Delegates to
8t. Patrick’s League, W. J. Hin-
phy, D. Gallery, Jas. McMahon.

8T. ANN'S T. A.' & B. BOCIETY, es-
tablished 1868. — HRev. Directer,
Rev. Father Flynn, President, John
Killfeather ; Secretary, James Bra-
dy, No. 97 Rosel street. Meets on
the lecon:l;:a day of every month,
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