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They want “a change” but changed conditions 
are not always as congenial as they seem. Far 
better would it be to take occasional holidays
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them, because many of the • species are rare and 
may, be seen only a few times in many years, and 
lastly because they are hard to identify. The 
beginner in the study of birds may! get along very 
nicely with all the earlier birds, he^^iay even ™ iand remain actively connected with the work of 

a lifetime than to take no holidays until fifty or identify the various species of Sparrows success­
fully; but when he strikes the Warblers he comes • 
across a group which it will probably take ‘him 
some years to unravel. There are so many spec­
ies, they are so active, perching here for a mom- 

something to do. It is right that men past a ent, there for a second, flitting here, fluttering
there, the females often differ so much from the ' 
males that they appear to belong to a totally 
different species, and the young, males often differ 

in plumage from both males and females.

sixty and plan a continuous period of recreation 
from that timé on—recreation which stales and

y
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THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED). bores and makes thfc idle hands fairly itch for

• certain age, as they grow older, should not work 
as strenuously as in their younger days but as 

Agents for “The Farmer's Advocate and Home Journal,", tbp years advance let the work and responsibility
gradually shift from the shoulders of the father 
to the sons—the former having a declining active

JOHN WELD, Manager. •
*

Winnipeg, Man.
The earliest Warblers to arrive are the Black 

and White and the Black-throated Green. The 
interest while the latter are developing through former is not hard to identify because it is

If streaked in black and white all over the upper- 
parts, and over most of the underparts and the 
female is much like the male only paler. The 
adult male of the Black-throated Green is marked 

corner of it, where he can go out when he feels foy his black throat, o.live-green upper parts and 
inclined and look over the old fields which he yellow sides of the head. But the female of this

species often has no black on the throat, a War­
bler with yellow sides of the head and white 
blotches on the lateral tail-feathers is a Black- 
throated Green. 1 The ditty of this species is full 
of 'Vs” and may be rendered as “Zee-zizzy-zee- 
zur-zee” or as "Zee-zur-zizzy-zee-zur”, both these 

thirty by ninety lot in a town or city with all songs being frequently used.
One of the brightest of all this gay-plumaged 

group is the , Blackburnian Warbler, the adult 
male having a throat and upper breast of flaming 
orange. The Magnolia is another very beautiful 
species, having ashy gray back, yellow under­
parts, striped with black and a white bar across 
the black tail. The Chestnut-sided Warbler has a 
yellow crown, white breast and chpstnut sides. 
The Parula is blue above with an orange-brown 
patch in the middle of the back, and a yellow 
throat and breast. The Redstart is garbed in 
orange-red and black. The Black-throated Blue 
is slaty-blue above, white 1 beneath, with black 
throat and breast. The Bay-breasted is streaked 
above with black and grayish-olive, the sides of 
the 'head are black, enclosing a chestnut patch, 
while the chin, throat upper breast and sides arp 
chestnut. And these are but a few of the flying 
fjpms which make gay our May woods.
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should not all the birds which winter in the 
soiith remain there to breed? Because the

the father finally does nothing but advise ‘and 
lives close to his old farm, or better still on one

Knows so well and can admire the improvements
which have been made in the live stock by selec- 

All tion and breeding, he is usually much happier 
sharing the troubles and successes of his children 
on the land than he would be cooped up on a

Contract rates furnished on application.

things with which he has associated all his life. 
Happiness and contentment are everything to the 
aging man and for him who has spent his life in 
the country, the country is the place to put in 
his declining years.
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YOUR LABEL shows to what time your

Nature’s Diary.
By A. B. Klugh, M.A.

are
. Big Bugs and Little Ones.

By Peter McArthur.
At the present writing the Canadian Northern 

matter has taken what seems to be a final form,
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require food of a special kind, viz:- soft-bodied 
insects, such as caterpillars and larvae of various 
kinds, and as the nestlings consume for several 
days more than their own weight of this food 
per day, the supply of this particular kind of 

food would give out if all the birds bred in a 
limited arpa. Thus we can see the reason for the 
fall and spring migrations.

and probably before this goes to press it will be 
settled. As the leaders of both parties haveRetired Loneliness and Active 

Happiness.
Prof. Dean in an article in this week’s issue 

brings out a point which those farmers contem­
plating retiring from active interest in farming 
should think over for a while before 1 he final de­

given their views, the great mass of the people 
are no longer in any doubt as to where they 
stand. They either approve or disapprove—ac­
cording to their condition of political servitude. 
Because of this it is no longer wise for an inde­
pendent journal to discuss the subject for fear of 
being accused of favoring one 
than the other. As 
said all I
when the question was debatable on its merits 
rather than on political lines—I have no disposi­
tion to swell the chorus of futile argument that 
is now in progress. After the matter has been 
settled it is useless to talk—though I have no­
ticed that it is then that most people do their 
talking. But before dismissing the subject alto­
gether and undertaking the great and practicable 

... .. , , reform of spraying aphids I may be permitted
wave that was present yesterday? We judge this one word mor^specially as that word is one of 
by the species which make up the wave, or by the admiration for the financial genius of MacKenzie 
relative abundance of the specie^ composing it. and Mann. It is quite true that /‘The Farmer's 
One wave may be marked by the number of Black Advocate” and its contributors have failed in 
and White Warblers, Black-throated Green Warb- this campaign, just as they failed in opposing 
lers, and Yellow Warblers in it.

side more 
I have already 

a time

During the height of the spring migration the 
birds come in waves. One day in a certain area 
of bush there will be comparitively few birds, 
next day it will be alive with birds. They will 
be anywhere in the branches of the tallest 

be- trees, in the bushes, on the ground. On the fol­
lowing day the wave may have passed on and the 
number of birds present will be down to normal 
again. Or another wave may have come to take 
the place of the one that has passed on. How do 
we know that it is a new wave and not the same

cision is made to dispose of the prize-winning 
herd of cattle, whether thpy be of a dairy or 
beef breed; before they disperse their farm horses 
which have been their hard-working friends; 
fore they scatter their sheep, their pigs and their 
fine poultry to all corners of their county or 
province; and before they say goodbye to 
happiness which has been their’s since life began on 
the farm to take upon themselves the loneliness 
which almost inevitably follows them if they re­
move from their old surroundings to town or city 
where everything is strange and different. Truly 
most men who subject themselves to such a viol­
ent change of conditions “feel like fish out of 
water” and truly they would generally again 
welcome the troubles incident upon the every­
day operation of a farm to the lonesome inactiv­
ity of “retired” life. Just read this statement others, 
of a man who retired from business and see how

to say — atwanted

the

In the next
wave these species may still be present in good 
numbers, but there may also be Nashville Warb­
lers, American Warblers, and Blackburnian Warb­
lers in it, and any one of these species may' be 
present in such numbers as to exceed all the

the Bank Act, and they may be compared once 
more to “The fly on the wheel,” ibut at least 
buzzed, and buzzed as much like a bunch of 
wasps as we could. But now for the word of 
admiration. You may remember that a few 
weeks ago I called attention to the profit that 
MacKenzie and Mann were making from the Can 
adian Northern Express Company. It 
brought out in the investigation, made by the 
Railway Commission and published in the report 
of 1911, that they had invested $5,000 cash in

issued three hundred

was
Thf? greatest interest for the ornithologist in 

these bird waves centres in the Warblers. 
Warblers

well it fits most retired men. The
a large group of small, usually 

The name would lead one 
to suppose that the members of this family 
noted for their fine singing powers, but as 
matter of fact none of the Warblers i-xcell in this 
direct ion.

are“I never was so happy as when I was in the 
midst of my troubles as the pleasure of pulling 
out of them was supreme

brightly colored birds. the company, and had
thousand dollars of paid up stock to themselves, 

a Six vears later—in 3 908'—this company made net
this

were

There are troubles and It 's nlties on the farm 
—many of them, but ther ■ .m ounded satisfac­
tion in over-coming them i >\ e • ra effort, 
crop may be a failure but the/. alw .x ■■ a

for it and to the wide-awake : uti :t tv-rx r 
* o strengthen his hands for hie will profit

and be in a better posit ion to ox r

thatearnings of 857,432. 
showed at least a fair profit on an original in­
vestment of $5,000.

It struck me
Host of them have rather pretty and 

characteristic little ditties, but none of them 
compare at all in musical

As the investigation 
pialitias with the brought up only to 1908, I was curious to know

had continued to 
is it had begun. It was the only Mac- 
mid Mann company on which I could get 

anv bud t, and T thought it might indicate how
other

wascan\
n ; ; - Robin, Rose-breasted Gros!yak. 

Sparrow, Catbird, Wood Thrush 
others of our noted songster-;.

White-throated if this nhsid-iary company 
thrivior with many 

’I leur name was 
if their resemblance to the 
a group which contains

son
K enzie

given to them because 
Old World Warblers, 
many fine sitvgets 

The Wot" ' rs
bird st mini t her..

;i t-e there is sic

getting along with its many 
On turning to the schedule o 

parti' -, luise stock is to be taken as security
i trders

the fin, xxas 
vent m■a uses of failure the following 

' u'-e and profit in doing things. \\ I . 
■i ; ‘‘ire to town on t li

f com­

ae t h,-. ent Im-iarm 
bright /'dors, ‘lie 
1U placage among

f the ew issue of guaranteed bonds
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( ' om­
it!middl 1 . x ho have been so sucre the Canadian Northern Expressfind tie

m wm?
It

gi

J

< 1
1m. I

I

m
m

m
m

m
m

m
m

w
.T

»m
; »

M
W

m
—

 _____—
îîi

SÉ
S5

É§
iii

55
■

—
-—

—
—

- • — —
z

■
SB

■..
BP

—

M
M

. -.
 <
c.
 ,»,

<•
—

 if-
m

m
m

m
m

m
m

m
.

8PW
sw

;

m


